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In Bangladesh, there are significant rural-urban as well as
female-male dispa~i‘y in the area of human development
{tables 3 and *' This is in spite of some progress achieved in
reducing < . aisparities. Thus for example, the female pri-
mary enrollment ratio as a percentage of male ratio has in-
creased from 39 to 79 per cent during 1960-91. Or during
the 1980s, the rural crude death rate as a percentage of the .
urban crude death rate has reduced from 187 per cent to 155

per.cent. Apart from the information contained in tables 3
- and 4, there are other indicators to t the female-male
and rural-urban disparities in human development of
Bangladesh. Thus even during the 1980s, the daily per capita

cluded in Human -Development Report(HDR] '94. Its HDI
value i8 0.309 - an increase of 0.143 from 0.166 in 1960. But
this observation should not mask the fact that Bangladesh
ranks at the lower end of even the low human development
counties. Table | compares the human development situation
in Bangladesh with that of its neighbours. It indicates that in
terms of human development, Bangladesh is ahead only of
Nepal. Sri Lanka is in the medium human development cate-

ry and both Pakistan and India are more than 10 ranks

go
ahead of Bangladesh.
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@ Crude birth rate per thousand (1992)
® Crude death rate per thousand (1992)
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only 26 per cent of the rural population had access to proper
sanitation, whereas the comparable for urban areas was
63 per cent. Or while 57 per cent of the urban population had
access to electricity in 1992, only 5 per cent of the rural

® Chronic malnutrition (%, 1992)
@ Acute malnutrition (%, 1997)

® Incidence of poverty (%, 1988/89)
P! T people had that advantage. .
freaais 8y I
DFP (BA) 4655- 31!5 G-938 s
' ’ Balance Sheet of Human Development in Bangiadesh

Table 2 presents three countries — Madagascar, Bangla-
desh and Sierra Leone — with similar GNP per capita. But it
clearly shows that these countries were not equally able to
translate their income growth into the lives of their people.
Madagascar was able to do it quite successfully, Bangladesh
moderately, but not Sierra Leone. This becomes evident from
the last column of the table. The end result is that
Madagascar has a higher HD ranking compared to either
Bangladesh or Sierra Leone. But it also reflects that countries
Hknsl:rnbmmhulnunfpotenulhfurtrmﬂnmgmdr

:mm-tum_{;ﬂh 1992)
® Infant mortality rate per thousand (1992)
® Adult literacy rate (%, 1991)

Progress

Between 1960 and 1990, life
expectancy increased from 39.6 10

52.2 years.

In 1992, about 80% of the rural
population population used tubewells
for drinking water.

By 1992, nearly 70% one-year old
children were immunized.

Between 1980 and 199], foed grain
production has gone up from 5.0

' BCIC Internatlo'nal
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® Enrolment ratio (%, 1991)
- primary
- secondary
- post-secondary

Managing Director, Sylhet Pulp & Paper Mills
Lid, Chhatak, Sunamgonj invites in two Envelope
system sealed tender for supply of TFE Carbon
packing against Tender No. 343 on C&F
Chittagong basis under any suitable credit. Tender
schedule available at Tk 50/- per set from (a) BCIC,

Issues of Human Security: The Bang'!adesh Context

The job and income secu:ily in Bang .desh is greatly con-
strained by the inequality in a~ 2:8 tv productive resources.
In an agrarian country like Ba.:  ad.s™ land is the most im-
portant productive resource. But e \he top 10 per cent of
the landowners own 49 per cent of the total land. the compa-
rable figure for the smallest 10 per cent of owners is only 2

; . cent. Similarly, the owners of land, who constitute 7
30-31 Dilkusha, Dhaka (b) BCIC Branch office, 6, : ; cent of rurlllrlnnem received 37 per cent of institu-
Agrabad, Chittagong and (¢) SPPM Ltd, Chhatak, f| B e Tt e
Sunamgonj. Tender alongwith 1% earnest money | 1980s, while the ation re-

In 1990, 47% of the population

will be received up to 3-:00 PM on 13-7-94 and |

were below the poverty fine
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