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NEWS BRIEFS

JU VC panel
election July 8

Vice-Chancellor of the
Jahangimagar University Prof
M A Hossain has rescheduled
the special meeting of the uni-
versity senate for electing “a
three-member Vice-Chancellor
panel” on July 8 instead of
June 17 censidering the issue
of flirst year (honours) admis-
sion test, reports BSS.

police remand
By DU Correspondent

The Detective Branch took
the pro-Awami League Chhatra
League leader Shahabuddin
Ahmed on a two-day remand

yesterday. The DB police ar-
rested.

Ward Commissioner
joins AL

Mohammad Abdul Kader,
Commissioner of Ward No 14
of the Dhaka City Corporation

yesterday formally joined the
Awami League. Kader met Awa-

mi League president Sheikh
Hasina at 29 Mintc Road last

night and joined the party.
reports UNB.
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JS goes into session 1n 4 days

Contradictory versions still
cloud political horizon

Contradictory statements
from the government and
Opposition camps regarding
efforts for resolution of the
current impasse continued to
cloud the country's political
horizon.

With orily four days to go
before Parliament goes into its
budget session.there was little
indication that the Opposition
legislators might return to the
House in the near future.

Ruling BNF Secretary
General and LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder told this
correspondent last night that
he had specifically communi-
cated to the Opposition camp
his party would be willing to
discuss the demand for a
caretaker government. DBut
Opposition Chief Whip

By Staff bomapundent

Mohammad Nasim said there
had been very little change in
the original position because
the government side was not
being particular in its propos-
als.

Meanwhile. a two-day ses-
sion of the main opposition
Awami League's (AL) presid-
ium, which began yesterday at
the official Minto Road resi-
dence of party chief Sheikh
Hasina, reviewed the latest sit-
uation. The adjourned meeting
resurpes this morning.

According to meeting
sources, a new theme was
heard regarding the formation
of a possible caretaker gov-
ernment to conduct the next
general elections. In a marked

‘departure from its hitherto

held position that the Khaleda

_committee,

Zia government would have to

transfer power to an accept-
able interim administration,
the participants in yesterday's
discussions opined that in ad-
dition to the cabinet the head
of state, too, would have to re-
sign.

Discussing the draft of a
proposed outline prepared
earlier by an 8-man party sub-
AL presidium
members yesterday also de-
manded inclusion of the resig-
nation of President Abdur
Rahman Biswas, whom AL
leaders described as a
‘controversial’ personality.
They felt a person acceptable
to all parties would have to
replace President Biswas as
head of state when an interim

See Page 8 Col 1

privatisation
policy

The cabinet in its regular
weekly meeting yesterday at
Bangabhaban with Prime Mi-
nister Begum Khaleda Zia in

the chair approved the privati-

sation policy and procedures,
reports BSS.

The policy encompasses
various aspects like institu-
tional set-up of privatisation,
selection of industrial and
commercial units for privatisa-
tion, methods of privatisation
and valuation of ygits.

This is the [irst compre-
hensive policy statement on
privatisation since 1976. The
existing privatisation policies
and pguidelines issued from
time to time have been consol-
idated and updated in the pre-
sent policy to suit the needs of
the time. -

The cabinet also considered
the ‘report of the State Mi-
nister for Textile on his visit to
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thai-

| Cabinet approves |
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Thousands attacked in Sunamegani

Cerebral malaria kills
196 in Tahirpur alone

From Igbal Siddique

SYLHET, June 2: The out-
break of ‘cerebral malaria’' has
taken a serious turn in differ-
ent areas of Tahirpur thana
under Sunamganj district with
at least 25 more deaths during
the last one month.

The number of deaths from
the disease in the thana sincé
January last now stands at 196.

Official sources said 14
thousand people were attacked
with the disease in thé dis-
trict.

Unofficial sources, however,
claimed that about 40 thou-
sand people were attacked
with the killer disease and
more, than 400 had died. The
number of attacks began to go
up with the onset of summer,
they said.

The disease has spread
creating panic among the peo-
ple of the affected areas. Ac-

cording to district health offi-
cials, when a rare type of
mosquito named 'maculetus’
bites someone, the patient be-
comes unconscious and brain
haemorrhage causes his death
within 24 to 72 hours. A
physician working at the
Tahirpur Thana Health Com-
plex said that, the germ car-
ried by'maculetus' mosquito is
termed falciparum.

Tahirpur thana and its adja-
cent areas have no road com-
munication with the district
headquarters. Besides, boat is
the only means of communica-
tion between the thana head-
quarters and the affected vil-
lages.

The disease is now spread-
ing to adjacegt villages in
BluwnmhharmrHDhmpnsl'm.
Doarabazar and Sunamganj

See Page 12 Col 6

This gaping hule on the Buujmlga‘.r Ruad du.g lumet.ima ago for denrinpnu-m works h}r A gnvernment agency, n&w awaits
the onslaught of the monsoon rains.

45 Hizbullah guerillas killed

BAALBEK (Lebanon), June
2: Forty-five Muslim guerillas
were killed when lsraell heli-
copters and planes blasted a
Hizbullah training camp In
eastern Lebanon's Bekaa Valley
today. Lébanon's foreign minis-
ler sald, reports Reuter..

Hizbullah put the toll at 26
dead and 30 wounded and
hospital sources in the Baalbek
area said there were 26 dead
and 70 wounded.

It was the bloodiest [sraeli
alr raid into Lebanon in seven
years and the most lerocious
attack since "lsraell's week-
long artillery blitz on South
Lebanon last July

The pguerillas hit back. fir
ing three Katyusha rockets
into northern lsrael and an-
other three into its occupation
rone in South Lebanon There
were no immediate reports of
casualties.

Pro-lranian Hizbullah said
in a statement in Beirut the
killings would not deter (ts
resistance path against ls-
raeli, and vowed to serve a

comprehensive response on all

— Star photo

Tht raid was Israel's second
spectacular attack on Muslim
guerillas in the Bekaa Valley in
13 days. It deeply embarrassed
Lebanon and Syria by sending
helicopter-borne sommandos
to kidnap militant leader
Mustapaha Al-Dirani on May
21.

Foreign Minister Faris Bo-
uez called today's attack 'a ma-
ssacre’ and an aggression
against Lebanon and said it
showed I[srael was (rying to
lorpedo the Middle East peace

process.

Security sources said four
helicopter gunships struck
before dawn, firing machine-
guns into tents of a Hizbullah
(party of God) training camp in
Ain Kawkab hills near Baalbek,
70 km easi of Beirut.

Six warplanes then (ired
rockets into the camp close Lo
the Syrian border. where about
120 guerillas were taking part
in a training exercise, they
said.

Lebanese and Syrian troops
based In eastern Lebanon fired

Qul

The qul of our father Dr. Mafiz Choudhun will be held after Asr
prayers on Friday, 3rd June 1994 at Housc 114A, Road 115,

Guishan, Dhaka.

Relatives, friends and well-wishers are requested to participaté
and join the prayers for the departed soul.
Jamshed Choudhuri and

Mala Choudhuri
Niloufer Manzur and
Manzur Elahi
Yasmin and

Alimul Hauge

in Imeh air raid

ant-aircraft guns at the Israeli
planes. the Lebanese army said
in a statement.

"Untl now 45 martyrs have
fallen in the latest air raids and
operations.” Foreign Minister

Faris Bouez told reporters in
Beirun.

Lebanon today called for an
urgent meeting of the UN
Security Council alter the air
raid on Hizbullah camp.

Defence Minister Mohsen
Dallul said the decision was
taken at a meeting of the
Supreme Defence Council
which groups the President,
Prime Minister, Defence Mi
nister and army chief.

The raid was Lhe |3th
Israell air strike into Lebanon
this year.

Hizbullah and other groups
mount almost dally attacks on
lsraeli forces in South Lebanon
in a bid Lo drive them from a
zone Lhey occupy there.

The Lebanese government,
at a stalemate with Israel in
peace talks. says guerillas have

a right to fight the occupying
forces.
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Prokrichi gheraoes
PWD chief engr

By Staff Correspondent

The members of the
Prokrichi-BCS Central Action
Council ‘gheraoed’ the Chiel
Engineer of the Public Works
Department (PWD) for some-
time yesterday morning de
manding withdrawal of the
transfer order of Ruhul Matin.
a senior engineer of the PWD.

The government on
Wednesday transiferred Ruhul
Matin, a vice-president olthe
council, to Bagerhat apparently
for his iInvolvement in the
campaign for restructuring the
country s bureaucracy.

The agitating professionals
raised slogans against the PWD
Chiel Engineer. the govern-
ment and the BCS (Admin)
Action Commiltee. Later the
Prokrichi leaders met him and
demanded withdrawal of the
trarrsfer order Al one stlage,
some young leaders of the
Prokrichi had exchange of hot
words with the Chiel Engineer
who also Lhreatened 16 lock up
his room However, the situa
tion calmed down when the
Chief Engineer assured to send
a note to the ministry con-
cerned

Meanwhile, the Prokrichi

See Page 12 Col &

Italian investors keen on
jt ventures in Bangladesh

From M Anwarul Hagq

ROME: June 2: |talian in-
vestors are keenly interested
in joinl veniure industrial un-
dertakings in Bangladesh in
the textiles, garment and
leather sectors

This was stated by Cesare
Fritelli, director of the Italian
Institute for Foreign Trade
(ICE). a wing of the Foreign
Trade Ministry, while talking
to a visiting Bangladesh press
delegation today.

Fritelli said there is also
scope for relocating some of
Iltaly s textile mills to

Bangladesh's export process- !

ing zones in view of "'an en
abling investment ill‘l‘lﬂ!phl"‘l"t
in Bangladesh. "

He also said that lLaly was
interested not only in expan-
Son ol the (extile and garinent
SEL B el D postitC bl LUl ausd
in improvemen! of the quality
of textile products 1o caler to

the ever changing fashion de
signs in ltaly and other-Euro-
pearn countries.

Fritell said Banﬂ‘ladrshi
entrepreneurs can export to
receive positive response from
Italian investors il they come
forward with specifie proposal
for joint ventures.

"If Bangladeshi en-
trepreneurs take individual
initlatives. the Italians shall re
spond favourably . Fritelli as-
sured. He also said that financ-
ing could also be organised
from international financing
institutions and some Italian
government organisations.

The director said that a
new thrust by ltalian investors
for investment in Bangladesh
will be made when a trade del
egation representing diflerent
seRinenils ol rade aind b sy

in ltaly visit Bangladesh in Oc
See Page 12 Col 4
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ADP stands for annual
development politics

By A Special Correspondent

Last Wednesday the gov-
ernment announced that the
Annual Development Progra-
mme (ADP]) for the coming
fiscal year shall be Taka 110
billion {1100 crore} and that
domestic resources would
finance 38 per cent of the total
,outlay.

The government's ADP has
major economic significance in
Bangladesh. At present, around
half of the aggregate annual in-
vesitment in the economy takes
place in the private sector. But
with the private sector con-
tinuing to remain hesitant,
medium-term growth prospect
is critically dependent on pub-
lic sector spepding — particu-
larly investment spending.

But planned ADP and actual
development expenditure are,

yet two substantially different
figures. The difference, always
against actual development ex-
penditure, is a measure of the
failure of the government to
make best use of the resources
that the taxpayers had made
available to it.

In the current fiscal year,
for example, the planned ADP
was Taka 97.5 billion. The gov-
ernment’'s revenue plan was
built around this number to
ensure that there is enough
money left after meeting the
annual revepue expenditure to
fund an ADP of this size. Had
this surplus extracted by the
government been unutilised to
a significant extent, an equiva-
lent momentum in economic
activities would have been lost.

Put differently, the savings
See 12 Col 4
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Fresh areas

inundated
in Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, June 2: The over-
all flash flood situation in the
district has worsened further
with the inundation of new ar-
eas in Kanaighat thana due to
continued onrush of waters
from the hilly areas across the
border.

The other alfected thanas
are Gowainghat, Jointapur and
Companyganj. Some 35 villages
in Jointapur thana have been
affected and at least 15,000
people have become marooned
in different villages,

The rivers, Sari, Rangpani,
Nayagang and Piain were flow-
ing above the danger level to-

All the eight unions of
Gowainghat thana have been
affected with 5000 people ma-
rooned.

In Companyganj thana, ma-
ny villages in Ronykhai, Teli-
ghat and Islampur unions have
been affected.

More than 70 per cent of

the standing paddy crops have
been inundated in the area.

Mostafiz discusses
Farakka issue
with Indian FM

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman, now in Cairo
to attend the 11th Non-Alig-
ned Foreign Minister's con-
ference, yesterday met with
the foreign ministers of India,
Pakistan, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Iran, Kuwait and Brunei, re-
ports UNB. %

Matters of regional and in-
ternational concerns were dis-
cussed during the meetings,
according to a message re-
ceived here.

Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter had a detailed discussion
on Farakka and other related
issues with his lnd:lan coun-
terpart.

Mostafiz apprised the for-
eign ministers of other coun-
tries about Bangladesh's
tion en Farakka andthe
tive role being played by Prime
Minister Begum Zia,
the chairperson of SAARC.

The Foreign Minister had

See Page 12 Col 8
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