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Populartion pr ssure, landlessiess,

s.'mrp tncrcase in female-headed housgholds.
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OW have women who form fifty per

cent of the population been well being

of people? Development has tradition-

ally been measured by the monetary estimator
Purely
assessment of people’'s well being is not only
limited in perspective but is also inaccurate
slnn': it excludes all social development indica-
tors; longevity. neo-natal. infant and child mor-
tl.lit;v,.F and maternal nmﬂallty as well as educa-
tional and nutritional intake levels. However.
the Popular Quality of Life Ipdicators or Human
Development Indicators offer a more compre-
hensive and realistic picture of the status of II.I]F

— ‘Gross National Product.

population.

Development also centres dn the assump-
tion that through the "trickle down" process of
all men and'women will be
equally positively affected by
March. A more detailed appraisal of the situa-
tion of women will reveal that certain aspects
of Development have had an adverse i
women. A process of Disbenefits and Selectivity
against women have created a pattern of
Maldevelopment for women and even the
Feminization of Poverty. How? The unequal
benefits of development result from Gender
Disparities, particularly apparent in access to
Health, Education and Employment opportuni-
ties and facilities and inequitable access to
Skills in Technical Training and Resources as

development,
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in access to land, credit and capital.

There is

much evidence to show that
whether economic growth occurs or not,

ok ot nitgl degradutnom and a host of obher factiors result in g
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omen in Development : Why?

women seem to lose status relative to change
and are often absent from agents that are
planning for change and development. The
rapidly changing socio-economic environment
disadvantages particularly women in deve
coumntries where they have lost their traditional
role in subsistence agriculture economy with-
out having acquired any new functions in the
fast-growing cash economy. In such a process,
they have been marginalized. Invisibility and

. non-recognition of Female Labour significantly
undermines
Recognizing women's Reproductive Role but
undermining and negating their Productive
Role cannot be but an obstacle to the develop-
ment of society as a whole.

Population
Environmental -degradation. poverty, rural-ur-
ban migration and a host of 'other factors'
combine to create a change in the makeup and
role of the traditional family. Such so¢io-eco-
nomic pressures have disadvantaged women
the most, resulting in a sharp increase in fe-
male headed households.

The focus is on low-income rural and urban
women in developing Countries. They consti-
tute a divers group yet sharé a host of similar
problems and experiences.
Development raise issues which critically affect
women and discusses the gcnder-rclat:d
anomalies faced by them.

their position in society.

pressure, landlessness.

Women in

The writer is a Bangladeshi Sociologist re-
siding in Cairo. Egypt.

Woman’s Control over her Body

he issue of woman’s

control over her body is

one ol the most emotive
issues on the feminist agenda.
The demand for reproductive
rights is seen as an attack on all
the icons — family, sexual
morality, culture and religion.
Permissiveness and
promiscuity, the two are used
synonymously, are seen to be
the hidden agenda behind such
demands. Yet, oddly enough, a
man's control of his body is no
seen as disruptive of social
morality. And this despite the
fact that a man can blithely
respond with an insouciant “not

to my knowledge™ to the
question “Have you any
children?” No woman could

every make such a rejoinder.

And |1 use the word ‘could’ not
‘would’ advisedly. It is women
who are denied control over
their bodies. But is it ‘because
women are deemed to be
irresponsible or because as the
. saying goes “Maternity is a
question of fact, paternity is a
question of opinion™ In other
words women must pay the
price for the irresponstbility of

men. They must be controlled
not because men cannot be con-

trolled but should not be,
License is a male preroga-

tive. After all. runs the argu-

mert, does he not feed the

mouths he engenders? Actually,
. No. Seocial workers the world

over can confirm this, In .
Bangladesh, the female —
headed household not only
forms nearly 19 per cent of all
families, it is a rare polygnmul

household where both or all
wives and children are
supported by the found patri-
arch, whose abijlity to breed

_ chlldn:n is malched unly by hlu

‘H.:ernﬂy is a question uf _fnr.l pﬂmlly is a questlun af

opinion.”
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OMEN in this subcon-

tinent constitute a

great deal of what is
called unwritten history. Of
course, history-writing is a po-
litical act in that the race for
power and space activates the
very business of writing itself.
accommodating space for one.
while diminishing or deleting
it for the other. It is not diffi-
cult to see that history — or for
that matter, a narrative — may
come up with its own politics
of presences and absences.
Women here, most of the
times, have been victimised by
narratives, histories, or by the
politics of writing itselfl, to the
extent that women remain as
absences silences. blank
spaces. voids in the so-called
‘grand narratives’ dominated
by an essentially androcentric
culture. Marx was right when
he maintained that the domi-
nated and the dependent canm-
not write their own history.

True, Bengalees could not
write their own history over a
long period of time: but, when
Allempts have been made. the
space within history has been
dominated by the politics of
both class and gender. The
poor, for example. cannol
claim that they have got their
own history written; and Lhen,
women, within the poor, are
more absences and more si-

lences than otherwise; [or the

possession of narratives and
languages — or access Lo writ-
ing — has been the prerogative
ol the powerful, of the present,
of the centre. If you take, for
example, a look at most of the
histories of our liberation’, you
can have a Mujib or a Zia. or
the middie class, a riat-
ing most of the spaces within
narratives. In such narratives.
the glory of an individual is
celebrated, sometimes like
that of a God; here. common
people have lost the power of
becoming heroes, let alone

sences of women's power,
by this centre. in other words,
colonialism : men are owners o
the other hand. women do not

canons of the male texts including

those of re

remained male-centred.

women. they are mere ab-
sences constituting the bulk of
unwritien history

This burden of unwritten
history that women In particu-
lar have been bearing for cen
turies is one of the conse.
quences of colonialism. given
our realities and context. The
persistent dwarfing and
marginalising and silencing of
women. of their power and
potentials and languages —
which cultural thinkers like
Vidyasagar and Rokeya noted
well in their writings — could
be attributed to feudalism ac
centuated by colonialism itself.
Be it noted, the history of
colonialism In this subconti-
nent is one of splits and disin
tegrations finding expression
not only In the politics of the
colonial policy of divide-and-
rule, but also In the social dy-
namics that encouraged op-
pression on, and suppression
of. women. it was Vidyasagar
who pointed out that women
themselves reflect the state, or
health of a society, and that if
women's development can be
arrested, the progress of a
whole society can be impeded.
This was no doubt clear to the
colonialists in India who. for
the sake of their growth, ex-
pansion and donsolidation,
wanted to keep the colonized
on the margin of power
through further marginalising
women, among others. Here,
colonialism also found its en-
ergy and inspiration from feu-
dalism w'hich was obviously ac-

centuated by the politics and
culture of colonialism. It must
be mentioned here clearly that
at the advent of colonialism in
this part of the world. feudal-
ism was not at all threatened,
but was only strengthened —
particularly culturally.

One of the characteristics of
feudalism is its stress on what
may be called textual authori-
lies whose another name is
androcentricism. The centre,
envisaged and activated here,
is on of the male; the emer-
gence of the sastrawallahs cel-
ebrating their textual authori-
ties is in fact the emergence of
this centre.

Absences of women's
power., language. mind. and
even body are all sanctioned by
this centre: In other words, by
the combined activities of feu-
dalism and colonialism : men
are owners ol the texts. inter-
prelers of their texts: while,
on the other hand. women do
not have lexts, though they are
interpretable by the canons of
the male texts including those
of religious texts which, again,
have doggedly remained male-
centred.

This dynamics of women,
texts, colonialism and feudal-
ism was not to be found during’
British colonial days only; this
dynamics can be located even
loday.

The Liberation Movement,
ideally intended to dtfufn-
struct this dynamics, has so far
proven to be a momentary, an-
-:Iruc:ntnt: pﬂlittll ll'.tp find-

texts, t h they

OU think you never suf-
fer from the Pretzel Syn-
drome? Think again ...
what about those occasional
twinges you get from simulta-
neously aiming to please,
holding your tongue, trying to
fit in and bending over
backwards?

You might say they are
nothing. You certainly wouldn't
describe yourself as an
emotional contortionist whose
psyche is occasionally as
twisted as a pretzel. No way!
You prefer to think of yourself
as an accomodator — a natural
peacemaker.

Peacemaking is certainly
part of the syndrome, which
takes four major forms: agree-
ing with things you don't really
agree with, overlooking be-
haviour that actually fires your
hide, saying yes to requests
you'd rather refuse, and — the
one you are most likely to ac-
knowledge as painful since you
often. kick yourself for it — ac-
tually volunteering for tasks
you'd rather avoid.

Why do we do it?

Because we are nice ... be-
cause we have been taught
that's what nice girls do ... be-
cause if we disagree or refuse
people get upset (now we are
getting somewhere) ... or be-
cause someone might yell or
leave us (sounds familiar?)

If we are candid, we must
face that our 'niceness’' isn't
motivated by an altruism which
rivals Mother Teresa's. Much
of it is for our own protection
or ever convenience.
Confrontation is difficult, often
painful. sometimes even terri-

e

DHAKA THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 1994

ing its expression in the shilt
of power from one centre to
the other. True. British and
Pakistani colonialism last their
physical. political and geo-
graphical identities; but, the
culture of has not
ended. proving that political
changes yielded so far are only
s . and also that mere
political changes in terms of
the shift of the power from
centre to centre de not suffice
to bring about changes in the
life of women. It needs

here that the androcentric,
feudal-colonial culture of
dwarfing or deleting women
finds its political, M&I
and cultural nourtshment from
imperialism itsell. which has
not let colonialism die. but has
kept it alive and active in the
form of neocolonialism which,
for its own sustenance. politics
— rather evolves closed lexts
of — divisive, artificial signi-
flers such as race, colour, rel)-
gon, and so on. These divisive
signifiers most effectively en-
hance all shapes and shads of
discriminations including dis-
criminations against women.
For . n the name of
religion. rnmm today, are
being most ruthle ex-
-ploited and oppressed in this
part of the world. The culture
of fahwabagjt, as it is re-emerg-
ing today with is colonial-feu-
dal past, is one of textual poli-
lics and authorities which are
predominantly ) male-centred.
Any women movement. and for
that matter, any liberation

Sometimes Saying ‘No’ is Nicer
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fying; Peace is easy: Just say
Yes.

But peace at what price?

It looks at first that the
‘pretzel’ shortchanges herself,
at worse: 's needs get
meét but the Pretzel's. It's sad
and true and bad. But in fact
you happen to do more
when you ignore your true feel-
ings: accommodating when
your natural inclination is to
kick. My friend is a pretzel:
she falls for everybody's lines
and ends up in a mess. All be-
cause she doesn’t have the
heart to say No. In comparison
to her angelique attitude I am
't:ranky But at least | am not
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tying m}rulf into a knot trying
to please othexs. In that case
us cranky people, who say 'no’
are actually nicer. For one
thing, we tell the truth — to
others and to ourselves. | may
be labelled a lot of unkind
things but who needs the kind
of jerk with the audacity to
walk into your life and tell you
that you have an attitude prob-
lem? A pretzel would say ‘Yes
dear’. All a cranky person did
was show him the door and
told him the attitude was mine
and the problem was his. Rude
perhaps but self satisfying
nonetheless. Pretzels have to
fool themselves if t.hey‘rc going

to fool others effectively.
Of course we all have to do
things we don't want to, but at

to yourself, you discharge your
annoyance. Pretzels hide or

pretend to hide their anger, -

forever. “Of course | am not
angry!” Yet those stored up

emotions and resentment

inevitably leak out in ugly ways
Perhaps they hide them In:ll

but it ultimately surfaces, in
rare, uncharacteristic rages,
or, more likely, in passive-ag-
gressive shenanigans.

In college, an acquaintance_
was asked to head up an im-
purtnnt project. She wnuld

disinclination to take
sponsibility for them. "

As has been pointed out
"while women are denied de-
cision making in the family,
society and public life what
comes to them instead of re-
productive rights are in fact
reproductive responsibilities
without any concomitant
rights. It is ironical that women
who are not permitted to step
out of their houses or visit their

re-

' relatives without the husband’s

permission, are at the recelving
end of population policies

“which they are 'motivated’ to
embrace without sufficient

information while at the same
time being denied both the
right to refuse their partners
advances and government

n for controlling their
ertility. States use women's
reproductive capacities as
instruments for manipulating
population according to policy
requirements. The view would
appear to be that since most
women are not enthusiastic
about spending the time
between menarche and
menopause in continual
childbirth making
con on available eman-
cipates . Women's demand
for reproductive rights is a
demand for autonomy. They
demand the rights of any male
adult. Experience has shown
that they are considerably more
responsible.,

— Ain O Salish Kendra |

movement, must aim at decon-
structing such textual authori-
ties, and such cenires. The
politics of postmodernism lies
in this kind of deconstruction.
among others.

The ‘postmodernism de-
bate’, tnday, Is riding 2 massive
wave of concerns throughout
the world. Postmodernism. as
it has come to be known, has
both its admirers and distrac-
tors. But. what is this post-
modernism, after all? Given
the bewildering variety of ver-
sions postmodernism has
hitherto been able to generate
and disseminate. it is indeed
difficult to define what it is.

Indeed. it is possible to speak
more viably of postmodernisms
than postmodernism itself.

can say that our postmeod-
ernism cannot be just an emu-
lation of European postmeod-
ernism. and that postmod-
ernism here may suggest a
form of experience. a mode of
articulation. a strategic sensi-
bility, even a movement. alm-
ing at and un-
settling all

deconstructing
thoke i
conventions. commonpluces.
textual authorities and centres
which have hitherto been kept
alive by Euroceritric, coloniz-
ing modernism to the detri-

ment of man's freedom, cre-
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viving

Everyone is happicr when
the way we behave reflects the
way we feel. When William
Blake said, 'Listen to the fool's
reproach! It is a kingly title!l’
he meant business.

Mother-friendly Hospital : A Checklist for Assessment

ANY women prefer to
have their babies at
home because hospi-
tal routines are perceived to be
rigid and unfriendly. These
questions can help to assess
whether a hospital has a truly
mother-friendly atmoasphere.

-They are intended to supple-

ment existing criteria for a
baby-friendly hospital.

Emergency Care *

* Is immediate atten-’
tion/priority given to obstetri¢
emergencies?

* Are steps for admission
welcoming, simple and rapid?

¢ Are facilities available
round the clock for surgery
and blood transfusion?

* Are medications and oper-

ative interventions used In ac-
cordance with recommended
norms/ifidicators?

¢ Are all maternal deaths
audited and reported?

Antenatal Care

* Is prenatal check up, in-

cluding tétanus immunization,

avallable every: day and is

iron/folate given to pregnant
women?

i

« Is information on early
recognition of complications
prominently displayed and
communicated to each
woman? ;

* Do stafl avoid punitive or

judgmental attitudes when
dealing with women, especially
in cases of abortion complica-
tions?

* Are stalfl welcoming and
friendly to those accompanying
the women, whether TBA or

family?

* Do stafl explain proce-
dures to the woman and her

family?

. * Are husbands, partners or
other persons accompanying
the woman encouraged to re-
main with her during labour if
she wishes?

* Are strict standards of

clean delivery maintained?

* |s immediate mother-baby .

skin contact encou and is
the baby put to the breast as
soon as the mother is ready?

* Are care providers polite
and considerate? ,

* Do staff set aside time to
explain the process of labour
and delivery?

. Dnlt:ﬂliltmaﬁdrmpuld
to women's concerns?

* Are flexible routines fol-
lowed during labour and in
choice of birthing position?

¢ Are traditional practices
that are not harmful respected

. g e R s R ﬂﬂ .-'1“# . ..--"' 1 i
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and
* May women have privacy if
they wish?

* Are medical
routines/interventions avoided
e.g. episiotomy, shaving, ene-

mas)?

Postpartum Care
* |s rooming-in practised,
are babjes kept in close con-*
tact with mothers and is feed-

ing on demand encouraged?

* Are mothers and families
advised aboutnutrition and rest
after delivery?

¢ Is appropriate newborn
care available, including resus-
citation?

¢ Are families encouraged to
visit and celebrate the birth of
the baby?

* Are mothers given health
education and advice en leav-
ing hospital?

Contraception Services

* la counselling provided to

all postpartum post, abortion
cases before leaving hospital?

* Are family planning infor

mation amd services available
to all mothers on all days?

¢ Are information and ser-

vices provided to men (by a

male care provider
saryl?

il neces-



