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428 Indonesian hﬁ]ls dead:

number of Indonesians who died d

ng the Hajj pil

to Makkah has increased to 428, with most succumhlng tn
health problems, old age and heat stioke, a Religious Affairs
Ministry official said yesterday, AFP reports from Jakarta.

Ministry

spokesman Sutarso said 428 Indonesian pilgrims
died because of heart and lung

diseases and heal strokes,

adding that most of the victims were more than 60 years old.
Seven Indonesians were among 270 people killed in a
stampede in Makkah last week.

Greek threat to close border: o

Foreign Minister Carlos Papoulias said Monday that Athens
would close its border to Albanian migrant workers if bilateral
; relations continued to deteriorate, AFP reports from Athens.

As tension between the two nations increased, Papoulias
said "Albanian President Sall Berisha should know before
firing off impudent accusations against Greece that we
provide work for 400,000 Albanians.”

The outburst came a day after Albania called on the
international community to investigate Athen's war cries
directed at -Tirana, which the latter claimed were a L-rf:ﬂk
device to " create a rew Bosnia in the Balkans."

Indian heatwave death toll 91:

least 91 people dled in India's two states of Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh this summer as an intense heat wave swept

the northern and the
reports said yesterday

central parts of the country, préss
. Xinhua reports from New Delhi.

The death toll in Rajasthan rose to 88 with repo
more deaths from various districts while three

rts of 18
people died in

Madhya Pradesh (MP), Unofficial sources put the MP toll at

five.

Bundi and Dholpur in Rajasthan and Vidisha in MP were
the hottest places with 49 degrees Celsius as the mercury

generally registered -up to six degree

8 Celsius above the

normal temperature level for the past 24 hours, the reports
said.
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An armed fmr Fluh Hurk Pn]eutunnn greets prisoners
released on Monday from the Ketziot army prison camp in
the Neguev desert of southern Israel upon their

Gaza City.

4 Sikhs killed in
and killed four Sikh guerillas after a gunfi
recovered a cache of

said Tuesday,K AP

state of Punjab and
ammunition, police

Chandigarh.

t;n}',?al in
— photo

ti Police shot
t in the northern
arms and
from

reports

Punjab’'s police chief Kanwar Pal Singh Gill told a news
conference that one of the guerillas killed on Monday nﬂt

was suspected to be a Pakistani national who trained Sikh

militants to use weapons.

Police recovered 43 Chinese-nmrade assault

rifles, 117

magazines. 50 kilograms (110 Ibs) of explosives, two rockets

and 15,000 bullets.

Khmers reject truce offer

PHNOM PENH May 31
The government has no choice
but to continue fighting be-
cause the Khmer Rouge rebels
flatly rejected a truce offer. the
premier said Tuesday upon re-
turning from falled peace
talks. reports Reuter

Premier Prince Noroedom
Ranariddh spoke after return-
ing to Phmnom Penh from Lhe
talks last Friday and Saturday
in Pyongyang. North Korea.

“In Pyongyang ... we lost the
unique opportunity of putting
an end to the fighting in Cam-
bodia and to resolving the re-

At the talks Khmer Rouge
President Khieu Samphan re-
jected natiomal reconciliation
leader King Norodom 5i-
hanouk's eall for an uncondi-
tional truce starting June 15,
the premier said.

Instead. Khieu Samphan

Woerner won’t
attend NATO FMs’

meet in Turkey

BRUSSELS. May 31: NATO
Secretary-General Manfred
Woerner, who has been bat-
tiing cancer. said Tuesday he
will sot attend a key alliance
meeting of foreign ministers
next week in Istanbul. Turkey,

reports AP

"My doctors advise me that
| risk delaying further my re-
turn to full-time duty f | go to
Istanbwul.” he said in a letter
to ambadsadors of the 16 na-
tjons of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation

Woerner said he intended
to “comtinue a short-term ab-
sence in order to ensure my
long- term availability -

demanded a minimal political
programme’ that Ranartddh
said was aimed at the
destruction of the legal and
legitimate institutions of our

"I think the royal govern
ment does not have any cholce
but to fight the Khmer Rouge
with or without the help and
assistance from friendly coun-
tries”. Ranariddh said

A joint communique f(rom
the talks had said the two
sides hoped (o achieve a
ceasefire as soon as possible. A
joint committee was formed to
discuss the conflict. and is to
meet in Phnom Penh on June
15.

Sihanouk arranged the talks
at his Pyongyang residence
after fighting, intensified be-
tween government and guerilla
forces in Cambodia's wes
driving tens of thousands ol

j from their homes.
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France gets back
paintings stolen
by Nazis

MULHOUSE, France, May
31: German Chancellor Helmut
Kohl, in a gesture laden with
historical significance, on
Monday handed back the first
of 28 masterpieces taken from
France by the Nazis is during
World War Il and later kept by
communist East. Germany, re-
ports Reuter.

A German soldier ~took
them back to Germany at the
end of World War |l in safe-
keeping for an officer, who
never reclaimed them.

After the Berlin Wall fell in
1989, the French government
requested the return of the
paintings. including works by
Monet, Manet. Cezanne, Corot,
Courbet,
and Pissaro, kept in an East
Berlin museum.

Kohl symbolically presented
Monet's "The Louveciennes
road snow at sunset” to Presi-
dent Francois Mitterrand at a
dinner during a regular
Franco-German summit _

Delacroix, Gauguin |

President Francois Mitterrand {R} drinks a toast to German Chancellor Helmut Kohl (L)
dunng the 63rd Franco-German summit at Mulhouse in France on May 30. Clapde Monefs

“"Neige et soleil couchant,” can be seen in the background.

— AFP photo

UN protests continuing atrocities in Rwanda -

500 massa

NAIROBI. May 31: The
United Nations protested to
waning Rwanda factions over
continuing atrocities Tuesday
[ollowing reports that 3500
people were massacred over

the weekerd in Red Cross
camps in the south, reports
AP.

There was sporadic fighting
Tuesday in the capital, Kigali,
as UN troops struggled with
few men and little equipment
to evacyate more people shel-
tering under their protection
in the city, UN spokesman Ab-
cul Kabia said.

Sporadic small-arms fire
was heard in Kigali overnight
and early Tuesday, and two
shells fell near the airport's
arrival terminal Tuesday
morning. Kabia said. There
were no reporis of damage or
casualties.

Kabia said the UN contin-
gent in Rwanda sent a tea
Tuesday to investigate reports
that 500 people had been

,with the authorities. .

killed in displaced camps in
the town of Kabgayi about 35

kilometers (20 miles) south--

west ol Kigali.

"While awaiting confirma-
tion, we have protested the
atrocities and called on the
parties to give protection to
displaced pmplsc who are be-

"hind their lines,” he said.

"We condemn these atroci-
ties, we are alarmed by them,

we have called on all the par-
tles to protect pcﬂplca civil
rights.”

Tony Burgener, spokesman
for the international Red Cross

in Geneva, gould not immedi-

ately confirm the new mas-
sacre. But he noled that mas-
sacres have continued relent-
lessly throughout Rwanda for
weeks, including continuous
killings in the Kabgayi area.

"Ip our camp in -Kabgayi.
people are killed ‘regularly.”
Burgener said.

. "We have been in contact
; lrlf'd to

over Weekend

attract-attention to this... tried
to get some guards around the
camps but nevertheless the
massacres are continuing,” he
said.

People in the camps have
told journalists in the past
week that a few among them
are taken out of the camps ev-
ery day — and sometimes at
night — never to be seen again.

Journalists who travelled to
the area in the past week re-
port thousands 'of people living
in squalid fields and in at least
three church compounds.
They likened conditions to
those in World War II concen-
tration camps, with people
trapped and waiting to die.

“1 saw people in a big
fenced area.” AP Photographer
Joao Silva said after visiting
Kabgayi late last week. "People
were just looking at us through
the fence. It was like pictures
you've seen of concentration
camps.’

Kabgayi is just a few kilome-
ters {miles) from Gitarama, the
towri to which Rwanda's self-
appointed interim government
fled shortly after the killing
started in April.

Kabia said most people
sheltering in the camps there
are ethnic Tutsis. the minority
that has been the main target
of attacks over the past eight
weeks by government soldiers
and civilian militias armed by
extremists in ethic Hutu polit-
ical parties.

Heé called on the world to
respond quickly to a UN Secu-
rity Council request of two
weeks ago for more peace-
keepers and military efuip-
ment so that UN blue helmets
could guard such camps and
help in evacuations of people
trapped in Kigali. Only a few
countries have agreed to send
troops, and the United Nations
is still trying to negotiate
tqu:pmnt from other nations,

Bodos torch
50 homes

NEW DELHI. May 31: Tribal
rebels torched a rival village
and kidnapped several people
in the eastern state of Assam

where ethnic violence last
week «<laiméd 22 lives, the
Press Trust of India said today.
reports AFP.

Bodo militants set afirg at
least 50 homes in a village in
Sonitpur district belonging to
a rival clan late Monday. PTI
said citing state officials. The
rebels also abducted an un-
specified number of villagers;
but there’ were no casualties, it
said.

- Meanwhile, the situation
was reportedly normal in the
heavily guarded Kokrajhar dis-
trict, where 22 people’ were
killed in fighting between
Bodo tribals and Assamese na-
tives on Friday.

The riots engulfed 10 vil-
lages as Bodos, among whom a
militant group is fighting to
carve a homeland out of Assam,
went on the rampage setting
no-Bodo houses afire in Kokra-

jhar.

Yeltsin, Rutsko1
try to win o%er
Solzhenitsyn

MOSCOW, May 31. Russia's
political leaders — from Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin to opposi-
tion leader Alexander Rutskoi
— are trving to win over dissi-
dent writer Alexander
Solzhenitsyn, reports AFP

Yeltsin was the first to hold
out a hand to the celebrated
writer one day after he arrived
im the Pacifiec port city of
Viadivostok with a telegram
welcoming Seolzhenitsyn to his
native land.

"l am certain that your tal
ent and experience as a
thinker and historian will help
in rebutlding Russia.” Yeltsin
said

Yeltsin's.arch foe. Alexander
Rutskoi, meanwhile claimed
that Solzhenistyn's views were
close to the opposition move-

I ment he M eSenLs.

By-polls in two Indian states

begin amid tight security

NEW DELHI, May 31: By-
elections to six provincial seats
in Uttar Pradesh, India's most
populous state, and a sole con-
stituency in northern Punjab
state began today amid tight
security. the Press Trust of In-
dia said. reports AFP.

More than 74 battalions of
paramilitary troops and police
guarded about 2,000 polling
centres In Uttar Pradesh as
thousands of the estimated I 2
mildon voters trickled inMrom
7.00 am (0130 GMT), state of-
ficials said.

Security has been stepped
up in 48 ‘sensitive’ booths, of-
ficials said in the Uttar
Pradesh capital Lucknow,
adding that coded ballot boxes
and independent video cover-
age of voting were being used
for the first time.

The stern measures were
ordered by India's tough elec

tion chief TN Seshan to curb
malpractices in recent by-glec-
tions which
12 of India’s 25 states.

Seshan had deferred the
Uttar Pradesh polls+ due last
Thursday "after charging Chief
Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav

Quebecers split
over sovereignty

MONTREAL, May 31: A ma-
jority of Quebecers want their
predominantly French-speak
ing province to opt out of
Canada, though sovereignty
support has slipped. accord-
ing to a poll published Monday
by Le Journal de Montreal, re

rts AFP
sked "are you lor or against

sovereignty for Quebec?” some
51.9 per cent of those sur:
veyed said yes and 48.1 per
cent sald no.

began last week in"

with using a government heli-
copter for campaigning”.

Reports from Punjab said
nine units of special comman-
dos had been deployed along
with 2.000 troops in the fron-
tier constituency of Ajnala, ad-
joining Pakistan, to ensure
smooth polling in the distriét
with an electorate of 126,000.

The Uttar Pradesh by-elec-
tions are a crucial test for
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao's Congress(l) Party, which
lost its former stronghoid first
to the main opposition
Bharativa Janata Party and then
to a docialist-led combine.

The Congress won five of
the eight seats at stake in the
Lok Sabha, the lower house of

parliameni. and five of the 10
state assembly seats in Thurs-
Jay's by-elections. but failed to
take significant headway in
opposition strongholds.
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Young prisoners of the penitentiary of Ikzha, 70 kilometers north of Moscow, walk through a
caged corridor to the main court of the compound during the daily prumwmde on Monday At

least thirty per cent of the 14 to 18 year-old inmates are convicted of murder.

MANILA, Hﬂy 31: A confer-
ence on Indonesia’s annexation
of East Timor opened Tuesday
after the Supreme Court ruled
it could go ahead as plann=d
reports AP,

However, thé high tribunal
also upheld President Fidel
Ramos’ authority to ban for-
eigners from the session.

Ramos had banned 34 for-
eigners, including® the wife of
French President Francois
Mitterrand. from lhﬂ five-day

conference,
At least 25 rureigners regis-

tered as delegates. But 14, in-
cluding Nobel Peace Prize
winner Mairead Maguire of
Ireland, were turned back at
Ninoy Aguino Intermational
Adrport.

Danielle Mitterrand, presi-
dent of the human rights
group France Libertes, on
Monday, told reporters in
Paris that Indonesia applied
"tyrannical pressure on us and

‘Ih!’.' Batlu ;tar 5

| Conference on East

ottt

after

on the Phillp]ﬁ government
to keep me from going to that
meeting.”

She said Indonesia threat-
ened to pul 300 million dollar
in contracts il has with the
Philippines.

Indonesia has been accused
of widespread human rights
abuses in East Timor.

Indonesian officials were
not immediately available for
comment, but Indonesia's for-
eign minister has called the
conference "a platform to at-
tack and discredit Indonesia”,

The foreign participants,
supported by a human chain-
link of students, nuns and
priests, marched from a hostel
inside the state-run University
of the Philippines, to the
nearby conference site a few
hours after the tribunal came
out with the ruling overturning
a lower court order Friday to
stop the meeting.

Off the Record

Teenage flying ace set to
conquer the Atlantic

COLUMBUS, Ohio: A 12-year-old girl who last year flew
across the United States will try to conquer the Atlantic this

week, reports AP.

Vicki Van Meter is scheduled to take off Saturday from her
home airport in Meadville. Pa, on a two-day flight across the
ocean with Groveport pilot Curt Arnspiger by her side. She
would be the youngest girl to fly the Atlantic, he said.

To prepare for the flight, Vicki has been commuting to
Columbus every weekend for more than a moth. Groveport is

10 miles southeast of the city.

Arnspiger, a 38-year-old real estate agent, has logged about
1.600 hours at the controls and received his instructor ratmg
last week, enabling him to accompany Vicki.

Harmony. the Cessna 210 modified with an extra :Dﬂ-gal-

lon (380-litre} fuel tank, is to carry the pair

from Meadville

to Glasgow, Scotland. Arnspiger bought it for this trip.

When Vicki — then age 11 — and her parents stopped in
Coluimbus on her cross country flight, Amspiger greeted her.
They began talking of a trans-Atlantic flight.

Arnspiger and two of his instructors. Willis and Mike Riley.
ol Columbus, teamed up to coach Vicki.

The Cessna 210 is heavier and more difficult to handle
than the Cessna 172 that Vicki flew to California.

T have never seen anyone, adult or child, with that amount

of experience handle a 210 that well,”

tor with 20 years experience.
This

sald Willis, an instruc-

will be Vicki's second trip over the Atlantic. In

February, she accompanied Arnspiger as far as Iceland when

he delivered a plane to Croatia.

She used her hair to darn
son's trousers

HAMALLAJ. Albania: She is 98 and clings to a reminder of
nearly hall a century in the labour camps of Europe's [ast
Stalintst regime: her son's pants.«mended with hair she
pulled from her own head, reports AP,

The trousers are¢ a keepsake of the worse of times. but not
much has changed for Mrika Marktungjal and her family since
Albania’s communist government slipped into history three

years ago.

They and many others of an estimated 350,000 former
inmates — more than 10 per cent of the population — still live
in their prison-camp quarters. They have nowhere else to go,

particularly on government
month

pensions worth 20 dollar a

Officials promised to raise the pensions to 120 dollar, but
the former prisoners have yet to see the money
Mrs Marktugjai, dressed all in black with a black kerchief

around her grey hair,

is one of the oldest survivors. She is

leathery and toothless, her hands tremble, but her mind is

sharp

Tears shining in her eyes, she recalled the 1950s in the

dreaded Tepelena camp when her son Gjon,

yOourng

‘These were Gjon's trousers when he was 16"

now 57. was

she said. |

the Tepelena camp | had no thread, so [ used my own hair to

mend them. You see?” | had no

ey hair then.’

The garment ts mended and patched in so many places
that it is nearly impossible to determine which cloth was the

original.

US, Russia bow to
hardliners

MOSCOW, May 31: Bowing
to hard-liners’ , Russia
and the United States dmppcd
plans Tuesday for joint military
maneuvers in Russia and said
they hope to hold the first.
ever such exercises on Ameri-
can soil instead, reports AP.

No date or base was given
for proposed new maneuvers,
which were to have sent some
@80 US troops to Russia for a
week in July to work with an
equal number of Russian offi-
cers and soldiers,

Sen. Sam Nunn, D-Ga, head
of a delegation of peven US se-
nators. said the final decision
would be up to the two nations'
presidents

Although the maneuvers
were aimed at helping prepare
for future United Nations

— AFP photo | peaeekeeping operations, the

'France's window into India’ losing French flavour

PONDICHERRY. India. May
31 Four decades after
Pondicherry jeined the Indian
union, nearly 10,000 French
nationals remain in this former
French colony on the shores of

the Bay of Bengal. reports AFP

But their numbers are
shrinking* every vyear and
French influence is dwindling
in this coastal strip of southern
India which former Prime
Minister Jawahartal Nehru
once said he hoped would re
main "France's window into
India

M's very worrying.” Amaler
Aragn. a 68 year old mathe
matics teacher al 'he wxal

d'wnion.

French lycee. said of the exo

dus. "Many young peopile leave
for France and don't come
back '

Arago, who publishes “Trait
a bulletin aimed at
providing "a link between
France and India.” said the use

of Fretiech has also fallen dra
rnatically

The knowiedge of French
here is on the decline and in a
few more decades | wonder
now many people will still
speak [t ' he saild

“There is no future for the
French in Pogndicherry.” added
Arago. who is close to retire-
ment after a teaching career
whigh has tgken him to French

schools in Laos, Morocco and
the lvory Coast

More than 300 years of
French domination have never
theless left their mark on
Pondicherry. which has a pop
ulation of about BOO 000 and
the favour of a French country
town in the tropics

Numerous streets in the
French quarter have retained
their French names: rue [
mas rue de |la (Caserne. rue

Mahe de la Bourdonnais

Policemen here wear (he
kepi ol the French gendarme
and a statue of Joseph Francois
Dupieix. a former French gov

ernor-general. stands near a

bromze bust of Mahaima
Candhi.

There is algo a monument
to Joan of Arc and a memorial
Lo the French Indian soldiers

who died "for the motherland '

According to the French
consulate in Pondicherry
there are mere than 9 000
French nationals in the terri
tory  while about 50 000
French citizens of Indian ori

gin have moved to France

Some | 400 of the French
here e ofl civillan or military
pensions. many of them
former soldiers who served In
Indochina or Algeria. Their
pensions of bhetween 3,000 and

7.000 francs a month repre-
sent a conslderable sum in In-
Ha.

Arago said that because of
the largesse of Lthe French gov-
ernment. the French commu
pity here is subject to "some
jealously” from the local popu
lation. "People say we are re
sponsible for prices going up.”
he said

Of the five French posses
sions In India at independence
in 1947, the first to join India

was Chandernagore, [ollowing
a referendum in 1950
Pondicherry. Mahe. Karkal
and Yanam lollowed suit in
1954 but their formal adhesion
to the Indian Union digd not

come about until 1962. with
the ratification of a Franco-In
dian treaty

Many of the French here
have never actually set foot in
France, as is the case with
Zearamassandirayer, who
opted for French nationality in
1962 and taught at the local
lycee from 1942 until his re
lirement in 1973

The 80-year-old former
professor's passion for France
is monumental (he has read
nearly 400 books about
Napoleon), but has not been
passed on to his two children,
both of whom have acquired
indian natfonality.

idea of US troops coming to
fussia so soon after the Cold
Nar raised nationalists' hack-
les. Extremist Viadimir Zhiri-
novsky and others denounced
the exercises as a sinister
American plot to undermine
Russia.

Shortly after the April 11
announcement, in an apparent
éffort to persuade some of his
foes to sign a political truce,
President Boris Yeltsin an-
nounced the plans would be
reconsidered

On Tuesday., Nunn, chair-
man of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, and his
counterpart in the Duma, the
lower house of the Russian
parliament. said they strongly
advocated going ahead with
the exercises but in the United
States

Honecker's
funeral held

SANTIAGO, May 31: Funeral
rites were held for Erich Ho-
necker on Monday, a cere
mony marked by revolutionary
fervour and praise for the East
German ruler who built the
Berlin wall, reports AP,

Hundreds waved red fMags
and chanted communist slo-
gans during the ceremony at
Santiago s Cemetery General

Many were Chileans who
lived In pglltlcal exile in the
former East Germany during
Chile's right-wing military
dictatorship under Gen Au- '
gusto Pinochet

Honecker died of cancer in
Santiage on Sunday. aged 81



