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Talks on Somalia
postponed for
fourth time
NAIROBI, May 30: Talks be-

tween Somalia's warring fac-
tions scheduled to open here

today have been postponed for

the fourth time in two months,
a UN official said, AFP.

A new date for the talks will
be announced later, after fur-
ther consultations between the
United Nations and the Somali
Fﬂgﬁ said Huntley Anderson,

cial of the UH Operation
in Somalia (UNOSOM).

The decision to postpone
the negotiations was taken at a
UN efficials’ meeting held here
during the weekend and on
Monday and attended by the
UN Secretary-General's special
representative to Somalia
Lansana ;

Anderson could not give de-
tails on the reasons for the
postponement. "We want to
make sure the meal is well
cooked before serving it.," he
said.

The talks, to prepare the
ground for a national peace
and reconciliation conference,
were proposed after Somalia's
two chief warlords. Mohamed
Farah Aideed and self-styled
Interim President  Ali Mahdi
Mohamed, signed a UN-bro-
kered national reconciliation
agreement in Nairobi in
March.

Cuba blames US
for Belgian

embassy incident

MEXICO CITY, May 30: Cuba
has accused the United States
of inciting more than 100 asy-

. lum-seekers to storm the Bel-
glan embassy, reports AP.

A total of 114 Cubans
raced through an open door
or hopped a wrought-iron
fence to get into the embassy
on Saturday. They displayed a
placard appealing for asylum
and denouncing President Fi-
del Castro. the Mexico City

newspaper Excelsior reported
from Havana.
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NAIROBI, Mn_v,r 30: rebels
cut off the army's last avenue
to retreat from Rwanda's capi-
tal Monday, just hours before
the two sides were to begin
UN mediated talks on a cease
fire, reports AP.

headquartets in Kigali delayed
the start of the talks Monday
morning. UN spokesman Abdul
Kabila said shooting kept nego-
tiators and their UN escorts
from reaching the headquar-
ters. He said they would try
again later Monday.

Most of the fighting Monday
was concentrated around
Gaddafi Corner, a key inter-
section on the west side of Ki-
gali where soldiers had con-
trolled access to the highway
to Gitarama.

A UN sourcé, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the insurgents captured the

off the army's last avenue of re-
treat from the capital.

Rebels earlier had captured
hills overlooking the highway
to Gitarama, but despite rebel
fire from the high ground the
government was still able to
move troops from Kigali to the
seat of the, Intcrim govern-
ment.

The UN source said the
United Nations had received
reports that the interim gov-
ernment had fled Gitarama
over the weekend to Kibuye, a
city in far western Rwanda on
the shores of Lake Ki¥u. The
source said UN officials in Gi-
tarama had been unable to
confirm the report.

Rebels reportedly were ad-

on Gitarama from the
east and the south. An associ-

aled Press photographer who
was In Gitarama on Thursday
saw government workers
stacking boxes of files, equip-
ment and luggage outiside the

dnnr of the government build-
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Small arms fire near UN

intersection overnight and cut-
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Indian gremdent in Bucharest:
Indian Shankar Dayal Sharma arrived in Buchare#it
yesterday on a four-day official visit during which he is
expected to sign several cooperation accords involving
tourism and organised crime, Im‘:llrldlnrepurtﬁd AFP says
from Bucharest.

Sharma was invited to Bucharest by his Romanian

counterpart lon Ilescu.

Exdmanese minister jailed: x
former C minister was sentenced to three years in
prison Monday for accepting bribes of 90 million yen
(865,000 dollar) in one of the corruption cases that helped
oust Japan's government last year, AP reports from Tokyo.
Fumio Abe, 71, was convicted of taking the bribes from
Kyowa Co, a steel-frame maker, on seven occasions between
1989 an 1990 in return for favours while he headed the
Hokkaido Development A.ulqr a Cabinet-level post.

Niyuov arrives in Malaysia:
Turkmenistan's President ‘Saparmurat A Niyazov grrived in
Kuala Lumpur Monday for a three-day official visit during
which he will hold talks on economic cooperation, AP reports
from Kuala Lumpur.

Niyazov, accompanied by five deputy prime ministers, five
Cabinet ministers and five provincial governors, was given a

sh ceremonial welcome that included a 103-member

Australian Everest climber dies:
An Australian mountain climber has died while

mount Everest, the worid's tallest mountain, the Australtan
department of Foreign Affairs and Trade said yesterday,
Reuter reports from Sydney.

Michael Rheinberger, 53, was one of two climbers in a
large Ame -organised expedition whe reached the
summit but trapped overnight by bad weather as they
made their way down, a department spokesman said.

Walesa to stand for re-election:

Mﬂ!ﬁﬁdﬂnlﬂh“flhuuﬂmm!rrmldmnd‘
for re-election in next year's presidential contest, Reuter
reporis from Warsaw.

State television showed Walesa into his new
Warsaw residence, a historic 18th-century palace, and
quipping that it would be his home for the next seven years.

A television reporter asked whether that meant he would
stand for re-election. The President replied: "From what |
see, it seems | shall have to.” He did not elaborate.
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the first totally Mterate district in UP at a function
beld Sunday night, PT] reports from Agra.

Speaking at a function to award certificates 10 neoliterates.
the Union Minister for human Resource Development, Arjun
Singh said the total literacy programme, initiated by Rajiv
Gandhi in IM+MMputﬂrMmutMﬁm

China executes 4 for sm

in an attack on rampant smuggling by coastal
mmruﬁmﬂﬁpnﬂcelndlfnrmﬂtﬂd:thr
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recent years, with cigarettes. liguor. cars and other high-

After a night of only light
fighting in most parts of Kigali,
the United Nations said it
would resume its efforts tp
evacuate some of the displaced
people stranded at the national

stadium and the Milles
Collines Hotel.

Before the evacuations be-
gan. there were more than
12,000 people who had sought

refuge from the ethnic sav-
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A voung girl holds her sister in her arms on the roadside, 23
kms out of Kigali as they flee the war-ravaged Rwandan capital
‘with their father on May 27. Their mother went missing in the

fighting in Kigali and is believed to be dead.

— AFP photo

International

Rwandan rebels cut off army's
last avenue of retreat

agery at 11 locations in the

chpital that are protected by

the United Nations.

About 200,000 people are
estimated to have been killed
and about 2 million displaced
since the ethnic blobdletting
began after Rwanda's president
was killed in a suspicious plane
crash April 6.

Most of the dead were mi-
nority Tutsis and Hutu oppo-
nents of the government.

They
were slaughtered by the Hutu.

presidential guard, some mili-
tary units and civilian
organized by extreme Hutu
politicians.

The massdcres shattered a
ceasefire signed in Tanzania
last August by the government,
which is dominated by the ma-
jority Mutus, and the Tutsi-led
rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front.

Sporadic small arms and
mortar fire Sunday thwarted
UN plans to evacuate 800 of
4,800 people who have taken
refuge for weeks with little

. food or water in the nalional

stadium. About 1,180 people
have been evacuated since Fri-
day and another 1,500 left on
their own.

A radio hrnadcaut by the
rebels on Sunday blamed gov-
ernment forces for a halt in
the exchange of refugees. The
radio report, monitored by the
British Broadeasting Corpora-
tion, said the government
forced the exchange to stop
after it tried to change the
terms of an ent on how
many' people would be ex-
changed.

Kabia said the UN would try
again Monday to evacuate 800
to 1,000 people from the sta-
dium, the hotel and if possible
from a church school.

Evacuated Hutus are opting
to go to government-con-
trolled western Rwanda, while
Tutsis prefer to relocate in
rebei-held areas, mostly in the
north and east of Kigali.

ROK asks US not to resume

high-level valks with North

SEOUL, May 30: South Ko-
rea is asking the United States
not to resume high-level talks
with Nerth Korea uniless the
Communist state allows full
nuclear inspections,  officials
said Monday, reports AP.

South also is asking
China to persuade North Korea
to change its hard-line stand

a.gum-.t full inspections, they

It was not known how the
two countries were responding
to the South Korean request.

The United States is a ma-
jor ally of pro-western South
Korea. China, as a longtime ally
of the Communist North, is be-
lieved to have some influence
in Pyongyang.

It is our governments po-
sition that there should be no
high-level US-North Korea
talks unless agreement is
reached with Lhe I[AEA
(International Atomic Energy

Agency| on inspections.” said a
ministry official, who asked

not to be identified.

Another ministry official,
also speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the South Ko-
rean position was conveyed
when Foreign Minister Han
Sung joo met with US-Ambas-
sador James Laney on Monday.

"The two countries shared
the view that the North Korean
nuclear issue is entering its
mosi serious stage and that the
present situation is extremely
worrisome, " ministry
spokesman Chang Ki-ho said of
the Han-Laney meeting.

Last week. the United
States said it was willing to re-
sume high-level talks with
North Korea on the nuclear
dispute and setting terms for
better bilateral relations. Two
previous rounds of talks made

Nno progress.

But the situation took a
sharp turm over the weekend
after the IAEA. the UN nuclear
watchdog, declared that it had

been unable to reach agree-
ment with North Korea on nu-
clear inspections.

President Kim Young-sam
convened a meeting of secu-
rity-related Cabinet officials
Monday and decided that it
would be premature to hold
US-North Korea high-level
talks any time soon.

During the two-hour .ses-
sion, Kim warned that the
North's Communist leadership
risks punitive sanctions by de-
fying UN calls for full nuclear
inspections,

"International efforts to re-
solve the dispute through dia-
logue are at a crucial cross-
roads.” Kim said. ’

The president said North
Korea must stop unloading
spent fuel from the 5-
megawatt nuclear reactor in its
main nuclear complex of Yong-
byon. The North has said it
does not intend to halt the re-

[fueling,
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A Bosnian Serb guard ltﬂpi stands over Bosnian Muslim prisoners of war digging trenches on

Mount Majevica

the Northern Bosnian town of Tuzla on May 28 The UN is working

tariff items brought in from Hong Kong or from ships that lowards a péssible four-month ceasefire and has asked the warring parties to meet in Geneva

anchor offshore.

Two missing in

Russian dam burst

MOSCOW, May 30: Two
were missing and sev-
eral homes were washed away
after a dam burst in a village in
central Russia. a news agency
reported Monday, reports AP.
Part of a major highway was
also washed away near the vil-
lage of Satis, 160 kilometers
(100 miles) south of the city of
Nizhny Novgorod on the Volga

River, the Interfax news
agency said.

The dam burst Sunday,
washing away several houses in
the village. Two people were
r:purled missing. the agency

w-ﬂl’kuﬂu!dtmha:
begun. the agency said.

BONN, May 30: Cold war di-
visions between Germany's
East ard West came alive again
with reactions to the death of
former East German leader
Erich Honecker 4-1/2 years
after the fall of the Berlin Wall

he built. reports Reuter

Chancellor Helmut Khol and
wéstern commentators re-
called the severity of Heo-
necker's iron-fisted rule from
1971 until he was ousted by
pro-democracy protests in
1989. paving the way for Ger
man unity ane year later

But former communists and
a surprising number of East
Berliners interviewed on the
streets found good things te

SOOTI

— AFP photo

Prabhakaran’s

~ bodyguard
commits suicide

COLOMBO, May 30: One of
the elite ards of LTTE
leader V Prabhakaran has

committed suicide having
failed to obtain the LTTE

supremo's consent to marry

his beloved, newspaper re-
poris sald', according to PTI.
The body of Richard, who
belonged to the highly trained
‘Swarnam’ group of the Tamil
Tigers which is entrusted with
the security of Prabhakaran,
was found on the outskirts of

the Tiger 3trunghnld of Jaffna
last month.

The LTTE was said to have

pronounced that Richard died
after swallowing cyanide, * '

" Richard apparently had

sought permission -of Prab- .

hakaran to marry his girl-
friend. Prabhakaran who is
married and has children

does not permit cadres to have

affairs or to marry for the fear
of security leaks that might

-slacken his security.

Richard left the LTTE a.ﬂur
he was told 'no’ to his m.ﬂrrlage
plans. However, he was shad-
owed by the intelligence men

of the Tigers which apparently
led to him ending his life.

N Yemen opposes
UN debate on

civil war -

SANAA, May 30: Yemen's
northern-based pgovernment
said it opposed any United Na-
tions debate on the civil war
and described secession by its
southern foes as "high trea-
son,” reports Reuter.

The UN Security Council is
due to hold consultations on
Yemen on Tuesday but Foreign
Minister Mohammad Salem
Basendwa said on Sunday that
a debate would be an interfer-
ence in the country's internal
affairs. -

"Discussing it in the UN Se-
curity Council is interference
in Yemen's internal affairs and
a dangerous precedent in the
Council's history,” state-run
Sanaa television quote him as

Egypt. Saudi Arabia and

other Gulf countries are -press- .

ing for a UN resolution which
calls for a ceasefire, an arms

embargo and a fact-finding

mission to Yemen, where civil
war between northern and
southern forces erupted on
May 4.

Northern Yemenis say a
ceasefire that is not based on
Yemen's unity would be tanta-
mount to recognition of south-
ern secessionists led by Ali
Salem Al-Baidh who declared a
separate southern state on May
21.

The southern leadership
says the North tried to erode
any southern role in United
Yemen.

it says secession is irre-
versible, Neorthern troops
should withdraw to the old
border between North and
South Yemen and the Sanaa
government must negotiate di-
rectly with it.

The Sanaa-based parlia-
ment. boycotted by southern
deputies since the war, has
denounced the South’'s seces-
sion as "high treason” and told
other countries to keep out of
the conflict.

Ex-communists get
absolute majority
in Hungarian polls

BUDAPEST. May 30:
Former communists won an
absolute majority
run-off elections in Hungary
after four years of conservative
rule, the national election cen-
ire said, reports AFP.

With more than 99 per cent
of the voltes counted, the
former communists, restyled
as, the Hungarian Socialist
Party, have won at least 204
seats in the 386-member leg-
islature, the centre said. An
absolute majority is 194 seats
In the outgoing legislature the
party had just 33 seats.

The Liberal Alllance of Free
Demgcrats. the main opposi-
tion party in the outgoing par-
liament and a probable coali-
lion partner of the Socialists,
is assured of atl least 68 seats,
it added.

The Conservative Demo
cratic Forum, the main party
in the ruling coalition. took a
beating, plummeting (o 36

seats from 165

Sunday in -
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The Daily

UE mavie star Sylvester Stallone arrives in a rickshaw pu]lcd
girls in traditional Chinese dress for the opening of
Fla.ntt Hollywood Restaurant in Hong Kong on May 29. An

array of Western and Chinese movie stars attended the high-

profile opening party for the Asia's first Planet Hollyw

outlet.
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'-— AFP photo |

World's longest line of
sandwiches

LIMA: Seme 1.500

young volunteers.slapped together a

‘'nearly three-mile (4.5 km) long line of sardine paste
sandwiches along a Lima expressway Sunday in an effort to

reports Reuter.

~win Peru a place in the Guinness Book of World Records,

The sandwiches, made from 10,000 loaves of bread and
13,200 pounds (6.000 kilos] of sardine paste assembled on
5,000 tables stretched out along the eight-lane highway, were
to be donated to children in Lima's shantytowns, organisers

said.

"This Hm: of sandwiches represents five kilometres of
Peruvian brotherhood." First Lady Susana Higuchi De Fujimeori
said shortly before the collective task began. ;

Tens of thousands of Peruvians gathered on footbridges
over the highway and along the roadway itself to cheer the

group on and offer advice.

On completion, the Swiss inspection firm SGS officially
measured the line of sandwiches at 4157 yard or 4.5 km. A
Guinness representative was on hand to verify the record.

Shortly after the 19-minute. 40-second task was finished,
chaos ensued when pedestrians made off with some loaves,

byt meunted police soon restored order,

More than 20 government and private sector emj;;:;.'
including Peru's navy, which baked and transported the
loaves, sponsored the even that promises to put Peru into the
record book for producing what organisers called "the world's

longest line of sandwiches.”

: Conference on toilet!

HONG KONG: Delegates from across Asia and the Pacific
gathered in Hong Kong Monday with a dream in common, a
world where public toilets are clean, sweet-smelling and

lovable, Reuter.

“If children are to learn to keep toilets clean. they must

love their public toilets.”

sald Sachiko Azai,

who heads a

Japanese non- gnvemm-r,:nt action group set up to realise a
dream of what she calls "tolletopia.”

Concerned people from throughout

the region are

attending a three-day seminar entitled "public toilets 1994"
the prelude to a full international symposjum next year,

‘It's not a laughing matter,”

Dr Ronald Leung, the straight-

faced chairman of Hong Kong's urban council, told smirking
reporters. "l know. you press people all thin so — that's why

you call me Dr Toilet."

Congress consolidates
majority in Lok Sabha

NEW DELHI, May 30: The
ruling Congress Party has con-
solidated Its majority in the
Lok Sabha (house of people) by
improving its strength to 269
with five victiories in the by-
elections held for seven seats
on May 27, reports Xinhua.

Railway Minister CK Jaffer
Sharfel said here Sunday the
impressive performance of the
Congress Iin the by-elections to
Lok Sabha and the assembly
constituencies was a vindica-
tion of the people's support for
the central government's eco-
nomic policies and its overall
approach to the soclo-political
issues confronting the society.

AFP says: Congress was cel-
ebrating today its strong show-
ing in parliamentary by-elec-
tions as voters in India's most
populous state prepared to go
to Lhe polls.

Several million voters in 12
states were eligible to cast

! their ballots in the by-elections

seen as the final popularity test
ahead of full state assembly
polls later this year.

. Stale assembly elections are
to be held in Prime Minister
Narasimha Rags home stale,
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Kar-

. nataka and Sikkim by Novem-

ber and in Arunachal Pradesh,
Bihar. Gujaral, Maharashtra,
Manjpur and Orissa by March
of next vear.

Voters in Uttar Pradesh,
India's most populous state
with a population of around
140 million. go to the poll
Tuesday 1o fill six seats in the
state legislature

The Congress performed
dismally in state assembly
elections in Ulttar Pradesh in
November finishing a distant
fourth behind a socialist pasty
coalition, the right-wing Hindu
revivalist Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP Indian People's Party)
and the centrist Janata Dal
(People s Pariy]

say about the man who died of
cancer on Sunday in self-im-
posed exile in Chile.

Kohl. who welcomed Ho-
necker to West Germany in
| 9€7 but shunned him after
communism collapsed. issued
a terse statement.

"Honecker had failed in his
poelitical goals,™ Kohl's
spokesman Dieter Vogel said
‘Respect in the face of death
requires that we say very little
at this thme about his role In
post -war German history ~

The ARD public television
network described Honerker
aAs & who ruled with
the aid ¢f Mescow and his own

stasi security ministry and jeft

East Germany an economic
ruin.

"His authority was based on
instruments of power that
caused fear among the people
he calied citizens and whom
he treated as vassals without a

will.” ARD commentator Juer
gen Engert said

"When the fear was gone,
East Germany's former number
one was nothing more than a
synonym for a bleak heritage.’

Some eastern politicians
who once suffered stasi perse
cution as human rights ac
Uvists joined the western crit
irism of Honecker for never
repenting his years in power

"He remained an overbear

ing and unlearning potentate
until his death. " said Konrad
Weiss. a member of Parliamen|
fron the eastern wing of |he
Greens Alliance 90 partly

But the reformed commu-
nist successors 1o Honecker's
socialist Unity Party (SED), the
Party of Democratic Socialism
(PDS). and many East Berlin
ers spoke of positive impres
SHOnNs

n our party. we will con
tinue to recognise Erich Ho
necker's fight against the
Hitler regime just as much as
we do nol want (o excuse or
play down his failure in creat-
ing a socialist society." PDS
chairman Lothar Bisky said

The leftist Berlin newspa-
per Neues Deutschland, once
the SED's propaganda sheet
also stressed his early history
a8 a communist resistance
fighter in Nazi Germany,
where he was caught by the
gestapo and jalled for ten

"Erich Honecker deserves
our respect as a fighting grand
old of man of communism.” it
commented in Monday's edi
tion

Many people questioned on
Eastern Berlin streets said
they had been better off under
Honecker's rule. when jeb
lessness and crime were

. largely unknown.

"Certainly some people had

| Cold War divisions come alive again with death of Honecker

problems in the old East Ger-
many, but [ think the vast ma-
jority were better off.,” said a
well-dressaed man of about 35
named Joerg. who declined to
give his surmmame. °It was &

But others were still irate
that justice authorities let him
leave in January 1993
after ruling he was too ill to
stand trial on manslaughter
charges for the deaths of peo

ple trying to escape over the
Berlin Wall

One man was more blunt:
“T'm delighted that that pig hay
finally died,” he told N-TV all
news television. "He screwed
up my life for 40 years."

Clinton’s
approval
rating drops

WASHINGTON, May 30
President Clinton's job-ap-
proval ratimg dropped this
imnoitth 1o 113 lowest level since

August 1993 a poll indicates,
reports AP

Forty two per cent of Amer-
icans now give Clinton a posi-
tive rating. down from 48 per
cent in early April, according
to a Harris Poll released Sun
day His negative rating,
meanwhile, rose this month to
3  per cent, lrom 51 per
centl in Aprii

Clintgn s posiuve rating in
June 1993 was 36 per cent: il

was 4] per cenl last August.



