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Zia Remembered

Ziaur Rahman's nation-building vision was
rooted in the active part he had played in the
Liberation Struggle. It was patriotic and dignified
in its essence. This sets Ziaur Rahman apart in a
class ol his own.

At the outset of the Liberation War his an-
nouncemnent in Bangabandhu's name over the ra-
dio resonating with the full propriety of a re-
sponsible warrior dedicated to the cause of his
motherland’s freedom, was a rallying-point of
hope and inspiration indeed to so many In those
dark moments of despair and uncertainty. He
raised the Z-Force which carried out successful
military exploits into the occupied territories as
crucial battles won in the nine-month-long
of a war. Not merely content with organising the
command structure of Z-Force, he went on to
lead from the front, not for a moment losing sight
of the totality of the military campaign, and al-
most always being in touch with military and ﬁ
litical leaders of the government-in-exile, e
essential quality of Zia was a consultative flair,
which he subsequently brought to bear on his
conduct as the President of the country with
marked eflectiveness.

From August 15, 1975 when Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was assassinated until
November 6, 1975, the country passed through a
most critical phase of our history. During the
three fateful days from 3-6 November, when
there was virtually no government in the country,
there he was. in captivity, with his credentials
established enough for the people to turn to him.
He had more of a builder's instincts than those of
an adventurist.

He thus came to, power for what followed
as a productive phase in our national life inter-
spersed though it was with several coup d'etat at-
tempts. He survived them -all — with due
credit to him — but the last one, which proved to
be his undoing, widely believed to have been in-
duced by his growing preoccupation with party
affairs in a civilian frame of mind in contrast to a
tailor-made role his detractors might have
wanted. '

What goes even further to his credit as a liber-
aliser in politics is that he brought back pluralism
to it. Fetters on multi-party politics were re-
moved. The Newspapers Annulment Order
which had disallowed publication of all but four

ment-owned papers, was revoked. The size
of the press ded with a due reflection of the
plurality of opini

ons in society. Government's tol-
erance of Eﬂﬂﬂiﬂl‘l;l’i grev.;_ tTking Zia lin &am
ﬂ]owiréﬁ a rare quality o politi t
in stride and, evcé:nwith grace, as the Dhaka Uni-
versity incident had proved. Some of the former
judges have also vnuc%cd for Zia's respect for the
judiciary. T
Had Ziaur Rahman not laid the foundation for
privatisation of the economy and its close com-
5 copnpetitive free market, we would have
much behind in these respects today.
It was with a long-range view that he had diver-
sified the aid sources to obviate the ties and
conditionalities associated with a limited number
of choices. His dynamic role in foreign policy led
to the foundation of SAARC and improved
desh's image abroad and endeared him to
some world statesmen including Yugeslavia's Tito.
Former Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi also
took note of his vision for his country when pav-
ing tribute to him after his assassination. .

That such man was snuffed out by the assas-
sins’ bullets is a great I|_;l>1lt:,:'. On the thirteenth an-
niversary of Ziaur Rahman’'s death, we express
our strongest condemnation of assassination as a
method of political change.

These Ominous Puddles

Every time there is a drizzle, this near-megac-
ity evokes remembrances of some water-
swamped picture which Dhaka once was — for
five hundred years or more it has almost floated
on water, a Venetian variation. Drizzles, and not
so much downpours now fashion in a matter of

half-an-hour scores of canals replacing roads.
Altho our poets,from Kalidas to Rabin th,
have, down the ages, sung to celebrate the rains

and an approaching s
setting the right mood, sends the Bengali min
to trips of ecstasy, the blissful showers in the
Dhaka of these nineties do regularly transmit
shockwaves of panic through the worrying citi-
zens of the metropolis. The fright is not pro-
duced exactly by the impediments rainwater cre-
ate for the city's road traffic. The is rather
about what happen
rain interminably and floods would also come en-
veloping from the north or the west or both —
and may be as a bonus from the east as well.
Happy is. the who doesn't yet know that
when there is a long spell of heavy rain, the Bay
swells like an and sends its waters deep
into the riverine sinews of desh. That is to
say, striking a patch of bad luck, come Shravan
and we can be flooded from all of the four direc-
tions. Yes, what will happen then to Dhaka's
chronic ailment of water-logging? -

These worries, one understands, moved the
government to go for Dhaka's integrated flood
protection action. Securing Dhaka against all
watery incursions by throwing a continuous
dam around it was the idea, readily agreed
upon and put into action. Some misgivings
sounded at the time of commencement of
the programme were curtly brushed aside. Waters
do not invade always from the flanks, th
do swoop upon more as a heavenly host. Wi
excessive rain occurring, the protection dam
will only help drown D by a man-made
flood every year from now on. No, the planners
and engineers said, the trapped water would
be pumped out with as powerful machines
as need be. How about the pumps ? Whereas
even one kilometre of dam or protection wall
will significantly affect the movement of flood-
water, already about 29 kilometres of dam and
five kilometres -of walls have been constructed.
%d there is no relieving news yet from the pump

nt. ] ' |

There is, therefore, every chance of this year's
waterlogging situation worsening beyond all
exFeriences. And this is a result of sheer
callousness. And this is plaﬂnﬂ with the life
of tens of millions of our people. Not only that —
with Dhaka crippled for even a fortnight, the
whole nation will be harmed beyond easy repair.
The government must fully comprehend what is
at stake here, — and act before it is late.

.- with an overcast sk

 either

wWOorry
when in Shravan it would |
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The Proposition is: Should the Next General Elections

HE political parties in

the country reached a

CONSensus on some major
national issues during the mass
upsurge of 1990. The issues
were related to ensuring the
voling rights of the people by
sirengthening the election
system, establishment of an
accountable government and
economic development of the
country.

It was also expected that
the elected government of
BNP would lead the country
towards the common goal of
development and that there
would not be any recurrence of
past incidents in Bangladesh.
But unfortunately, the experi-
ence of BNP's three-year rule
is totally disappointing.

We fulfilled our pledge by
demanding and working for
the Bill for parliamentary
democracy to ensure account-
ability of the government. BNP
opposed the bill, although it
agreed to from an accountable
government in the joint decla-
ration of the three alliances in
1990 Later, the BNP itself
placed a bill on the parliamen-
tary form of government in the
Jatiya Sangsad in the face of
movement by the opposition
political parties. Parliamentary
democracy was restored. How-
ever, accountability of the gov-
ernment was completely ab-
sent during the last three
years.

The ministers. in moslt
cases. do not disclose the real
thing during the question and
answer session of parliament.
Either they avoid the questions
or they answer those superfl-

. cially. The Leader of the House

often remains absent from the
Sangsad. but she does not miss
any sitting when the opposi-
tion parties boycott the par-
liament session. The parlia-
mentary system is not being
implemented properly. The
elections' system in the coun-
try is now at its worst. The
government has completely

ised the election insti-
tution of the country by resort-
ing to the practices of the au-
tocratic Ershad government.
Five different resulfs were
published after the Mirpur by-
elections.

The BNP, which was de-
feated in the comn-
stituency with a margin of
31,000 votes in 1991, won the
last by-clections by a margin of
33,000. Total votes increased
by 64,000. How could it be
possible? How the Awami
League candidate and others
could not get a single vote in

HE debate on whether or

not the next general ele-

ction (and possibly two

more following) should be held
under a caretaker government,
initiated by The Daily Star, was
a welcome thought. Politicians
who have spoken so far have
given us set speeches, all re-
hearsed before, and perhaps
duly vetted by the respective
high commands. That it would
turn out like this, a tame
thing, a monologue where the
opponent is not there, could
be apprehended at the start.
Though lacking the drama of a
genuine debate, something
which BTV could provide in its
Mukhomukhi (Face to Face)
programme and which a print
media cannot, the debate so
far has at least produced one,
result: it has helped us under-
stand the main points which
party has been able to
make so far in this set game.
Also, the fact that all have re-
sponded to the call of The
Daily Star, has its own value. It
is as if the suspended debate of
the Parliament has been re-
sumed in a different forum
provided by a national daily. It
speaks well of the attitude of
our politicians, and it speaks
well of The Dail?r Star that has
been able to draw them out of
their fortified silence and
sullen mood. ' |
After this first round of
statements and set pieces,
what next? We have been given
to understand that after the
politicians, others will have
their turn, individuals with dif-
ferent backgrounds, and their
"very own individual percep-
tions on the issue. The Star
has also invited readers to
come out and

participate in

Sir, In our childhood we
read a story where a frustrated
jackal was saying that the
grapes were sour. We could
hardly taste a grape or two. But
our taste was cloyed by too

These days not the jackal
but we hear people say that the
mangoes are sour. There is no
abundance of mangoes in the
market. Whatever mango is
available is very costly and be-
yond the reach of the common
people.

We are spending creres of
Taka from our public exche-

quer on research and devel-

| opment of our Rajshahi man-

Matia Chowdhury, MP and Secretary for Agriculture and

Cooperatives, Bangladesh Awami League, argues in
favour of holding the next general elections under a
caretaker government.

Interviewed by Sohel Manzur

some of the centres of the
constituency? No body has any
doubt about massive rigging in
the Magura polil. It is unforta-.
nate that the exercise of the
voting right was hampered by a
democratically elected gov-
ernment. BNP has forced us to
believe that no election under
this party can be free and fair.
It has played a nasty game with
the voting rights of the people,
it has affected the neutrality
and Iindependence of the
Election Commission (EC).
These recent developments
call for a system of holding the
elections under a non-partisan
and neutral caretaker govern-
ment. In fact, the demand for a
caretaker government was
raised in the context of this

tions under caretaker govern-
ments. The answer is clear.
Awami League had no evil mo-
tive behind raising this de-
mand. It hoped that the BNP
would prove a caretaker gov-
ernment unnecessary for hold-
ing free and fair elections. But
the BNP has completely failed
to fulfil the common hope and
aspiration of the people.
Rather, it has proved that no
elections under the BNP gov-
ernment can be free and [air
The Awami League has raised
the demand against the back-
drop of its bitter experience in
the last three years.

The arrangement for a
caretaker government is nec-
essary, so that the peopile can-
not be confused In future about

BNP Secrrtar.; General Salam Talukder recently raised a
support the Jamaat-e-Islami when it tried to bring a bill in the House
the national elections under caretaker

unfortunate situation. The de-
mand is legitimate and there
cannot be any question about
it.

In fact, the ruling party is
trying to create confusion
about the end and means. It is
trying to divert the attention of
the people from the 'caretaker
issue' by raising some less im-
portant issues. The BNP Iis
propagating that the caretaker
government cannot be a substi-
tute for a democratically
elected one. In fact, we are not
trying to present a ‘caretaker
government' as a substitute for
a democratically elected gov-
ernment. It is an interim ar-
rangement. The demand for
this arrangement came against
the backdrop of jeopardising
the electoral institution by a
democratically elected gov-
ernment.

BNP Secretary General
Salam Talukder, recently raised
a question as to why the Awami
League did not support the
Jamaat-e-Islami when it tried
to bring a bill in the House
during 12th Amendment for
holding all the national elec-

sults may be more refreshing,
depending on the extent and
guality of response.

A debate has its own value.
But let us be clear about one
thing; the debate, on its own,
will not lead to a solution. It
may. at best, act as a force to-
ward that end. The issue — and
here | am repeating something
I have already said in support
of a particular view-point — is
essentially a political one, and
this view is shared by the en-
tire Oppesition, whereas the
BNP spokesmen tend to re-
gard it as a constitutional issue.
After the repeated inroad
made into the Constitution of
Bangladesh, for any one (o
proclaim its sacrosanctity may
sound a bit hollow. So long the
basic principles of the consti-
tution are pot violated, there is
room for amendments answer-
ing to the needs of the nation.

I am prepared to go that far
with the Opposition. But when
the Opposition wants the rul-

ing party to introduce the bill

for the required amendment, I
would stop there. And if the
Opposition would make the
ruling party’'s agreeing to that a
precondition for joining the
forthcoming budget session of
the parliament, I would say,
that is asking for too much too
soon. If the Opposition sticks
to that. it may well be inter-
preted as a negative approach
to the whole issue. -

| am not suggesting that the
ball is in the court of the Op-
position. On the contrary, it is
in the court of the ruling party.
The ruling party has the moral
responsibility to send out a
clear message that it is willing
to talk. and it has definite pro-
posals in its bag. So far, if the
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mango research is totally si-
lent? Would they kindly let us
know why there is such a
shortage of mangoes in the
country? i

O H Kabir
Dhalaa

Desai’s statement

Sir. Allow me to thank
Lord Meghnad Desai for tak-
ing the trouble of visiting us
with his panacea for the eco-
nomic ills of the South Asian
continent. Had there been no
*historic mistake” in 1947 Mr
Desai would not have bothered
to visit Dhaka and his listeners
and other participants would

-

the results of any elections. |
see no reasén why the BNP is
opposing the system of care-
taker government. The same
system will continue if Awami
League comes to power, not
that only the BNP will have to
hand over power to the care-
taker government. Moreover,
the Chairperson of the ruling
party is the biggest beneficiary
of the caretaker government
system. She was voted to
power after an election which
was held under .a caretaker
government. So, why should
BNF have any reservation about
the system? The leaders of the

ruling party often say that they’

came to power with the man-
date of the people, so they
should not bow to such de-
mands. But, | wonder if the
people have voted them to
power to destroy the electoral
institution!

In fact. the BNP is a minor-
ity government. It went to
power with the support of Ja-
maat-e-Islami and because of
the provision of 30 reserved
seats for women. in parlia-
ment. which was introduced
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the inflexibility of its demands.
the ruling party, too, can be
equally blamed for its refusal Lo
accept that there has been se-
rious interference in some by-
elections held in recent
months.

Short of accepting the guilt,
at least two of the spokesmen
of the ruling party have made
strong pleas for further tight-
ening election rules, carefully
avoiding the more crucial
point of further strengthening
the Election Commission vis-a-
vis the administration. The
bitter e on which the
Opposition has built its case

for a caretaker government is

PASSING

by the autpcratic Ershad
ernment. The ruling
abolished the 'upazila system
on the ground that it was in-
troduced by the Ershad gov-
ernment. But, it did not take
any move to repeal the
sion of 30 reserved seats for

mi

haviour of the BNFP govern-
ment. It did not take any ini-
tiative to reach a consensus

as to why the Awami League did not
during 12th Amendment for holding all
The answer is clear. Awami League had no evil motive
behind raising this demand. It hoped that the BNP would prove a caretaker government unnecessary for
holding free and fair elections. But the BNP has completely failed to fulfil the common hope and aspiration of
the people. Rather, it has proved that no elections under the BNP

memmmmmmqmmwmmmmw

can be free and fair. The Awami

with the opposition pelitical
parties on the major national
issues. The consensus, which
was reached earlier on some of
the Issues, was achieved
through a movement. not
through understanding. The
ruling party is not fulfilling its
commitment to the people: It
has also deviated from the
"joint declaration of the three
alllances.” It has sent the In-
demnity Ordinance Repeal Bill
into the cold storage. It has
enacted laws more dangerous
than the Special Powers Act
and imposed those on the

people.

The BNP is now leudly ad-
vocating the strengthening of
the Election Commission to
divert the attention of the
people from the 'caretaker

t' issue. The Elec-
tion Commission is powerful
enough at presemt on paper,
but it is not being allowed to
exercise those powers. This is
s0 because, the machinery is in

and the government politi-
cised the administrative ma-

but de Clark and Nelson Man-
dela. between them, have
shown that thére is no ice
eternally resistant to thawing.
And certainly the South
African ice was thicker by
many folds than the one in
Bangladesh.

Coming back to election
rules, the existing rules may
not be fool-proof, but given the
unqualified support of the
administration, they should go
a long way in ensuring a fair
election. How to ensure the

‘unqualified support’ is the

question, To the best of my
knowledge, there is a rule
which precludes any transfer

CLOUDS

Zillur Rahman siddigui

the one provide first by Mir-
pur, and then by Magura-2
polls. To put it simply, local
administration, inspired by the
Centre, can easily undo what
the Election Commission
would do. After witnessing how
the best efforts of the EC were
frustrated by the forces of
naked power, no amount of pi-
ous plans for perfecting: the
rules will cut any ice.

How cari the ruling party
show convincingly, that it
wants the Opposition back in
the Parliament? They should
know better than [, if there is
any such thought in their

- minds. Going back to my ear-

lier suggestion — a period of
truce — the two sides can ar-
rive at some understanding of
how they will take up. and
proceed with, some of the
more important work over
which there has been a stale-
mate. | am not sure if that will

e ——

have been the members of his
own particular tribe. The local
experts who participated in
the discussions could never
dream to enter into the hall

.and sit on the chairs had there

been no “historic mistake” in

1947. This'is historic truth.
Mr Desal is an economist.

But his diagnosis for the eco-
nomic backwardness of the
indian Union in relation to Ko-
rea (South) is neither correct
nor sound. South Korea, after
surviving the North 'Korea's
onslaught started to work hard
for its economic development

and as a model it followed
Japan. During this period the

South Koreans netther killed
their own citizens on the

?uf officers of certain éateg:::rics
during a certain period prior

to the election. Allegedly, the
rule was violated in Magura-2.

The Opposition must have
lodged a protest. with what re-
sults one does not know. It is
instances of this nature that

.~ have exposed the impotence of

the Election Commission,
armed with all the rules that
have proved good in most

countries and most sitbations,

but unable to punish the of-

fender when the rules are
flouted.

The Opposition may be
wrong in thinking that a care-
taker government is the only
answer to elections being mas-
sively rigged, then it behoves
the ruling party to suggest an
alternative which will make
sense. Mere talk of perfecting
election rules, when the EC is
powerless to implement the

ground of race, religion etc..
nor they wanted to manufac-
ture the weapons of mass de-
structions just for the fun of it.
The leaders of the Indian
Union simply ignored the Ko-
rean example. They wanted to
become a superpower.

That Mr Desai would speak
in the way he spoke is under-
standable. But it is not clear
who invited Mr Desai and for
what purpose? Bangladeshi
experts were there only for
applauding the somewhat anti-
national statements of Mr De-
sai! We are sorry for them.

Abcdul Azim
Advocate, Supreme Court,
Dhakea

l

tendent of Police of Magura

The Election Commission
also proposed formation of an
all party committee during the
elections. BNP consented to
the proposal but refrained
from proceeding further with
the matter.

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman has recently proposed
providing funds to the political
parties from the national ex-
chequer on the basis of the
votes they would get with the
objective of reducing the evil
influence on the country’s poli-
tics. The Finance Minister
proposed this at a time when
the basic structure of electoral
institution and fundamental
rights of the people is in jeop-

ardy. There is no scope for -

cosmetic reform before repair-
ing or reconstructing the sys-
tem. Why the Election Com-

mission is not being able to

enforce the ceiling on expen-
diture of the candidates for
election campaign? Why black

Election rules are impor-
tant, and it was interesting to
read the suggestions offered by
Mr Oli Ahmed, Bir Bikram
(Star May 21) and by Mr M
Saifur Rahman (Star May 26)
to make the rules more
comprehensive. The Finance
Minister has rightly put his
finger on the basic but
sensitive issue of how elections
are financed. If 1 have
understood him correctly, he
would like transparency to be
established in this matter. To
the extent the financiers call
the tune, politics and political
norms are bound to be
adversely affected because of
the parties and, in some cases,
the candidate's obligation to
the nameless financier in the
background. Our Ilatest
experience shows that
financiers are not always con-
tent to remain in the back-
ground. They may contend for
party tickets and, depending
on their amount of contribu-
tion to the party fund, may
even bargain for a seat in the
cabinet.

In his enthusiasm for trans-
parency in this vital area, the
well-meaning Finance Minister
appears to have been carried
off his feet. He thinks it is pos-
sible to eliminate, with the
help of rigorous election rules,
this deep-rooted practice of
dependence on ‘'unidentified
sources’ when [t comes to
running an election campaign.
As a minister in charge of fi-
nance, he should know better.
He has his experience of deal-
ing with many ‘identified
sources of financial malprac-
tice.

To bring politics within the
fold of conventional morality
will be a hard task. What is
considered as immorality —
political immorality, that is —,
in western democracies, re-
sulting in the offender himself
tendering resignation or his
being forced to resign, is no
offence in our political culture.
There has been not a single in-
stance here of a minister re-
signing his post on any ground.

Though it may sound ideal-
istic, one suggestion of Mr M
Saifur Rahman's deserves seri-
ous consideration: election ex-
penses to be borne by the gov-
ernment in future. That would
reduce, if not fully eliminate,
the dependence of the parties,
on funding from ‘unidentified
sources. That would also in-
crease the chances of better
and poorer people to contest

for Sangsad seats. As things are
now, Sangsad will soon turn

be Held under a Caretaker Government?

moiey is still dominating the
election results? The matter of
maintaining the ceiling on ex-
penditure would have to be
taken up seriously and a mech-
anism would also have to be
developed to enforce It,
Otherwise, Saifur's proposal
would not reduce the influence
of black money on politics. The
ruling party is often saying that
there is no provision for a
caretaker government in any
country. Similar statement was
also made .by the autocratic Er-
shad government. But he had
to submit his resignation letter
to a caretaker government.
The systemn of disposal of
election cases would also have
to be developed. There is no
instance that a verdict in such

a case was given before the
end of the term. if it went

against the government.
Some of the leaders of the
ruling party are saying that no
one can ensure that the care-
taker government will be neu-
tral. In fact. many of them did

din would remain neutral If
one has the will to resolve a
crisis. it can be resolved with
sincere efforts. But the BNP
has consistently been trying to
bypass the issue by raising ir-
relevant questions and argu-
mMeTILS.

Another issue that has to be
taken up sericusly is providing
identity cards to the voters. It
can reduce the riuln" to a
great extent, although the ne-
cessity of a caretaker govern-
ment would not be removed
with the introduction of iden-
tity cards. We cannot rely on
the signature of the presiding
officers. who are in fact part of
a highly politicised adminis-
tration.

BNP is now advocating
strengthening of the Election
Commission (EC) for ensuring
fair polls. They put it as an al-
ternative to a caretaker gov-
ernment. But | want to make it
clear that there is no alterna-
tive to a caretaker government
for holding parliament elec-
tions which will be conducted
by an EC — strong and inde-
pendent in the true sense. The
sooner the ruling party realises
this — the better it is.

aretaker Government

into a club of the millionaires.
The Sangsad will then have
very little tear to spare for the
country's poor.

Apparently the Election
Commission, especially - the
valiant Chief, has its own ideas.
As a test case of this, they
tried it in Dapunia, on a much
lower plane though, — Union
Council elections. The Dapunia
experiment has been hailed as
highly successful. Our warmest
felicitations to the Commission
and its Chief. We hope the
same success will be repeated
in some other Union — not
claiming the Chief as 'our man’
in another zone of
Bangladesh.

Without detracting from the
merit of the experiment, we
may still ask a few questions,
arising out of the Dapunia case.
How high are the stakes in a
Union Council election? or for
that matter, in any local body
election, in their present
shape? A more convincing evi-

dence, ngthis model elec-
tions eing conducted

smoothly. costing less money
and no blood, at a place, and
on a level, where stakes are

much higher, will be eagerly
awaited. Especially by those

il

who are not skeptical. and who

have a firm faith that the future

of our democracy lies in a sys-
tem of strong, many-tiered le-
cal self-government. °

We are too much concerned

with immediate prospects in
the political arena, — the bud-
get session round the corner,
the lingering crisis over the
combined opposition's boycott
of the Sangsad. Hopefully the
crisis will be overcome,
through the combined wisdom
of Position and Opposition. But
the distant prospects too
should be kept in View: build-
ing the edifice of local self-
governmerit, which along can
put substance into our hollow
frame of politics, — all words,
words, words, as Hamlet said.

Thanks, finally, to The Daily
Star for the public debate it
has initiated, the opportunity
it has given to many, particu-
larly our politicians, to explain
their position in respect of
general elections under a care-
taker government, — without
doubt a hot topic of the day:
and also for the enlightenment
plus amusement which its
readers are receiving, the one
as a regular fare, and the
other, as an extra, like: 'BNP
has not learnt how to tamper
with the electoral process, nor
does it wish to learn the tech-
nique.’ M Saifur Rahman (Star
May 26). .



