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PM’s donation

Bangladesh ambassador 10

over a cheque for US dellars
5.000 to the Director of Tpkyo
Metropolitan Kita Medical and
Rehabilitation Centre for the
handicapped recently on be-
hall of the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Begum Khaleda
Zia, according te an official
handout. The Prime Minister
visited the centre during her
visit te Japan in March this
year and offered this donation

JERUSALEM. May 30: Israel
began releasing hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners today in
line with the PLO autonomy
accord, which calls for the
gradual release of 5,000 de-
tainees, reports AP,

The army said six buses left
the Keziot prison in the south-
ern Negev desert, two to the
Gagza Strip and four to the West
Bank. A military official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said hundreds of Palestinians
would be released by the end

_of the day.

At the Nahal OZ chevkpuint
insidé Gaza, buses dropped ofl
63 released prisoners at a
roadblock manned by Pales-
tinian police.

‘Some of the sprisoners
jumped through bus windows
to hug the policemen. The po-
lice shot in the air to cele-

brate, then distributed flowers
and sweets to the freed men.

After the initial welcome,
Palestinian police escorted the
released prisoners through an-
other roadblock where they
were met by dozens of family
members who greeted them
with hugs and kisses.

Since the May 4th signing
of the autonomy accord in
Cairo, Israel has freed about
1.300 prisoners, but the slow
pace has frustrated Palestini-

131"111 fueled opposition to
the/ agreement.

Monday's releases were the
first since Israel completed its
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip
and Jericho on May 18th.

Meanwhile, Palestinian
gunmen today ambushed sol-
diers on the frontier between
the autonomous Gaza Strip and
Israel. One soldier was killed

]

of Palestinians

in"the gun battle, possibly by
friendly fire, the army said.

The gunmen fled into Gaza,
and Palestinian police officials
said steps would be taken to
arrest them. |

It was the second Pales-
tinian attack on Israeli troops
since Israel withdrew from
Gaza.

In response to the.shodting,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's
ruling Labor Party said such at-
tacks could not be tolerated
and called for changing the
autonomy accord if the Pales-
tinian police don't take efforts
to catch the assailants.

Under the autonomy ac-
cord, it is up to the Palestinian
police in most cases to arrest
and prosecute Palestinians
who attack Israelis and flee
into the, autonomy zone, said
an army official. -

BNP Chairperson and Prime Mlmatef Be um Khaledﬂ Zm alun w1th her cahmet cnlleagues
placing wreaths at the mazar of Sh&hﬂed President Ziaur Rahm&n on the occasion of his 13th

death anniversary yesterday.

‘Kamal repeats call for
consensus on nat'l issues

Gano Forum president Dr
Kamal Hossain yesterday reit-
erated his call for the political
parties to hammer out a na-
tional consensus on fundamen-

tal issues at this critical junc- .

ture when our cherished val-
ues are in jeopardy and a hard-
earned democratic orders is at
stake, reports UNB.

He was exchanging’views
with the editors of national
newspapers and news agencies
as well as senior journalists at
the VIP lounge of the National
Press Club.

Making a pointed reference
to the current political stale-
mate which has rendered Par-
liament virtually ineffectual
and redundant, the Gano Fo-

rum chief said the prolonged

t of Parliament sessions
conld by nnmnsfﬂpm

the political crisis facing both
the party-in-power 'and the
Opposition.

He suggested a meaningful
and urkconditional dialogue
between the two sides to de-
vise ways and means of ever-
coming the deadlock. The dia-
logue. he suggested, must be
open and made transparent so
that the people may know
which party was saying what.
There should be no hide-and-
seck between the political
parties and the people on is-
sues of fundamental nature af-
fecting the nation, Dr Kamal
atided.

Asked if he was talking of a
parley between the ruling

party and the Opposition in
Parliamént, he evaded a direct

answer, saying only that the
© See Page 120018 '

NDP leader urges
govt to resolve
political crisis

National Democratic Party
INDP} leader Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury, MP, yes-
terday described the
Opposition demand for a care-
taker government a "crucial is-
sue” and asked the ruling BNP
to concentrate on the crux of
the problem for its solution.

Talking to UNB, Chowdhury
said the Opposition demand
for an interim administration
to hold general elections and
the present Impasse In
Parliament had stemmed from
the three-and-a-half-year rule

of the BNP.

-“The demand for a care-
laker government has become
rather a crucial issue because
of our tatal experience of the
constitutional BNP govérniment.

See Page 12 Col 57"
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Security policemen arresting Masakatsu Nozoe (ground), a member of an ultra-nationalist
group, just after he fired a bullet at the ceiling of a Tokyo hotel lobby in front of former

Japanhe premier Morihiro Hosokawa yesterday.

Bangladesh's inflation
lowest in SAARC

Bangladesh topped the list
among the SAARC countries in

terms of low inflation and cur-
rent account balance, officials
said quoting the index of eco-
nomic development published
in the Asia Week. reports
UNB.
The Hong Kong-based news
ne in its economic de-
velopment index shows that
the country's inflation rate is
less than 2 per cent while its
current accouni balance stands
at 50 million US dollars in
1994

. earning

India’'s export earning rose
to 19,500 mﬂlian US dollars
followed by Pakistan with
7.400 million dollars. Export
of Shri Lanka stood at
2 400 million dollars while it
is 400 million dollars in the
Maldives. 300 million dollars
in Nepal and 100 million dol-
lars in Bhutan.

The foreign exchange re-
serve of is the sec-
ond highest after India.

Country's foreign currency
reserve in the current fiscal
stood at 2.3 billion US dollars

i
!

— AFP photo

Gunfire near
Hosokawa

One arrested

TOKYO, May 30: A gunman

fired a hullet at the ceiing of a
Tokyo hotel lobby in front of
former prime minister Mori-

hiro Hosokawa today and was

arresied, police sald, reports

Reuter.
Security pplicemmen guard-

ing the ex-premier took cus-

tody of the assailant, identified

by NHK television as a former

member of an ultra-nationalist

Opposition leaders
in JS to meet .

June 5
By Staff Correspondent

The leaders of the opposi-
tion parties in Parliament will

~meet on June 5 to decide

whether to attend the budget
session of the Jatiya Sangsad
(JS). scheduled to begin on
June 6.

The opposition had threat-

ened to boycott the session

unless the BNP agreed to move
a bill seeking constitutional
provision for holding general
elections under a caretaker
government. The opposition
also abstained from participat-
ing in the proceedings of the
last session to press home
their demands.

Meanwhile, the largest op-
position in the Jatiya Sangsad.
Awami League (AL), will hold a
meeting of its parliamtntary

wing on Juneiﬂ
Body to oversee
border trade
with Myanmar

likely today
By Staff Correspondent

The government is likely to
for a high-powered committee
today to supervise an expedite
the process of implementing
the border trade accord with
Myanmar, according to official

The committee will com
prise officials from the Min-
istry of Commerce, Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB], Na
tional Board of Revenue (NBR)
arl/d some other government
agencies concerned. The
terms of reference of the
committee is, however, yet (o
be formulated.

The first meeting of the
commitiee may also be held
today at the Ministry of Com-
merce imrnediately after its
formation.

The border trade accordas

signed in Dhaka on May 18 by
Commerce Minister M Sham-
sul Islam and his Myanmar
counterpart Tun Kyi will pri

See Page 12 Col 5

HC rule against
minimum wages
for launch workers

A division bench of the High |

Court has asked the govern-
ment to show cause within
three weeks why the nfinimum
wages board award for the in-
land water transport sector
should not be declared to heve
been announced without lawful
authority and of no legal effect.
reports LINB.

The division bench cem-
prising Justice Ismyeeluddin
Sarker and Jupgtice Hamidul
Haque yesterday issued a rule
upon the government also to

— Star photo

Zla S contrlbutlons
recalled

By Staff Correspondent

The 13th anniversary of the
death of President Ziaur Rah-
man was observed throughout
the country yesterday with due
solemnity recalling his glorious
role in the war of indepen-
dence ahd contribution ,in
building the nation.

Zia was assassinated by a
group of army mutineers at the
Chittagong Circuit House on
May 30, 1981.

The day's programmes in-
cluded hoisting of party flag at
halfmast on the offices of the
BNP, founded by Zia, placing of
wreaths at his mazar at Sher-e-

Bangla Nagar in the capital, of-

fering of fateha, Quran khwani
and milad umhﬂ W 1riﬁg of

black badges, feeding of the

= destitute and discussion meet-

ings.

In the c&pital President
Abdur Rahman Biswas placed
wreaths at the mazar of Zia in
the morning. He stood these in
silence for some time and
prayed for peace of the de-
parted soul.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia accompanied by
her cabinet colleagues, placed
wreath and offered fateha at
about 9:30 am. Besides. thou--
sands of leaders and workers
of the BNP and its front organ-
isations also visited the mazar
to pay tribute to the memory of
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Tk 135 cr CCC budget
~ for next fiscal

CHITTAGONG, May 30: A
Tk 135 crore budget of the
Chittagong City Corporation for
1994-95 was announced today.
reports UNB.

Mayor of the port city ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury an-
nounced the budget in a gen-
eral meeting attended by Ward
Commissioners and officials, at
the corporation auditorium
this afternoon

It showed an opening bal-
ance of Tk 4.22.38.000, re-
ceipt of Tk 34.37 crore [rom
last year's arrears, Tk
8.71.49 000 from fresh taxes,
Tk 12.7491.000 {from sur-
charge, Tk 10, 35 5000 from
the corporations own re-
sources, Tk 1,10, 25,000 from
miscellaneous incvome, Tk
3.31.,65,000 from subsidy and

L
relief, Tk 41.4]1 crore devel-
opment allocation, Tk 14.60
crore sanctioned for environ-
ment development project and
Tk 2 crore from other sectors.

Mohiuddin Chowdhury said
the city corporation had
planned to set up a Mother
and Child Care Centre in every
ward for ensuring health care
facilities Lo the poor.

Besides. a high school will
be set up in every Ward, he
said.

Terming the budget pro-
people and development ori-
ented, the Mayor sought coop-*
eration from all in developing
the port city.

The current vear's budget
allocation for the city was Tk
120.43 crore 85 (housand.

b
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Brothers in
today's final
Sports Reporter

Abahani Krira Chakra and -
Brothers Union meet in the fi-
nal of the third Dhaka
Metropolis Football Association
(DMFA) Cup, the curtain-rais-
ing tournament of this year's
domestic foothall season.

The match kicks-off at B: ﬂﬂ
pm at the Dhaka Stadium.,

Abahani, who are'yet to win
this meet, having reached
nearest to their goal last year
before losing to arch-rivals
Mohammedans in thé final,
will be extra keen this time to
annex the only trophy in the
local circuit that has eluded .
them so far.

The Dhanmondi outfit, one
of the two most popular teafhs,
will look forward to avenge
their defeat to former champi-
ons Brothers Union in their
last group engagement at the
round robin stage.

Brothers, who won the first
DMFA Cup jointly with Mo-

See Page 12 Col 7

Dhaka may raise
Farakka 1ssue

at Cairo meet

Bangladesh is expected to
raise the desertification situa-
tion in the country to the NAM
Foreign Ministers' conference
beginning today in Cairo, re-
ports UNB.

One-third area of the coun-
try shows the signs of turning
into desert due to unilateral
withdrawal of the water of the
international river Ganges by
India at the Farakka barrage.

Bangladesh is also likely to
highlight the environmental
degradation caused by the
manipulation of the natural
flow of the river in the four-day
conference, being attended by
the Foreign Ministers and
other Ministers of 110 coun-
tries, a source said in Dhaka
yesterday.

Foteign . Minlut;er A § M
Lafiztir Bah

the Egyptian capi
four-member Bangladclh dell:-

See Page 12 Col B

Tornado hits
Jamalpur:
50 injured

JAMALPUR, May . 30: At
least 50 people were injured
and some 10,000 houses dam-
aged when a tornado lashed
eight villages in Melandah
thana of the district Sunday
night, officials said, reports
UNB.

The storm struck the vil-
lages at around 10:30 pm with
a speed of upto 90 ki an hour,
destroying shanties, cutting
electric power lines, uprooting
irees and causing damages to
standing crops on about 2,000
acres of land.

At lest 200 families were
rendered homeless in the af-
fected villages of Meghabari,
Nayanagar, Shahajadpur, Chat-
dah. Dighalbari, Adipait, Jalal-
pur and Melandah thana
headquarters,

o |
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Council, was made coordinator
of the party at a meeting of the
standing committee on Mon-
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campaign agginsi smoking. re
ports UNB

Hosokawa was atf!'ndmg a

rally of the Tokvo chapter of

transpori sector as there are
special laws enacted in 1965
as well as in 1992 to deal with
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were killed and 7 others in-
jured when the running 3
wheeler was crashed by a
truck from opposite on Sylhet
Brahmanbaria highway today
reports UNB.

ity of Bangladesh is 3rd with
1206 US dollars and export

earning in 1994 rose 0 2,100
milion doilars placing #tself in
the 4th position among the
SAARC nations.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Prirme Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Leader of the
Oppesition Sheikh Hasina have
givern messages on the occa-

See Page |2 Col 7

that felled his predeces-
SOrs frrrm the long-ruling Lib-

eral Democratic Party (LDP).

Many NJP members bhave
been demanding that Hoso
kawa step down as party head

thomn .

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
appeared on behalfl of the peti-
tioners. He was assisted by Az-
izul Haque and Kazi Mizanur
Rahman.
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