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Heatwave claims 25 in Pakistan

Heaiwave has killed at least 25 people in different paris of

Pakistan, press reports said yesterday, Xinhua says from.

Islamabad.
Eleven deaths were reported in Punjab province while 14
lives were claimed in the deserts and dry areas of Sindh

province on Saturday.
The twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad experienced
the hottest day in this summer on Saturday as the tempera-

ture rose to 41 degrees centigrade.

. .
30 Thais die in Japan: asout 30 Thais who
went to work in Japan have di in recent months from
iliness or suicide, according to local newspaper "The Bangkok
Post®, Xinhua reports from Bangkok.

' Most of the dead had paid brokers from 90,000 baht
(3.600 US dollars) to 200,000 baht(8,000 US dollars] to get
jobs in Japan, but found either no jobs available or only jobs
that J do not want, the paper quoted a report
Thai Labour and Social Welfare Ministry by that embassy in
Japan as saying. ;

They have to live as illegal immigré#hts, so they were not

protected by Japan's labour laws.

New Yorker writer dead:z. kann .
one of the New Yorker magazine's most prolific writers, died
Saturday of heart failure, a day after he was injured in a car
crash. He was 77. AP reports from Holyoke. ;

Kahn had been a staffl writer for 57 of The New Yorker's 69
years, and was well-known for his personality profiles. An-

other New Yorker writer, John McPhee, onge credited Kahn
with inventing the modern magazine profile.

Kahn, who had a heart condition, was hospitalised Friday
after the car his wife was driving collided with a pickup truck
at an intersection. He complained of pain in his side and was

taken to Holyoke Hospitalg

-
Most support lash:
Most Singaporeans support the lash as punishment for
serious crimes, according to a survey by The Sunday Times,
AP reports from Singapore.

A public opinion poll taken at the time American teen
Michael Fay was lashed for spray painting cars found that 79
per cent of those surveyed favoured it as a deterrent for such
crimes.

The telephone sampling of 705 people chosen to reflect
the age, sex, race and housing profile of Singapore's predom-
inantly Chinese population of 3 million was carried out May 4
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Road mishap claims 23 in Indla:
Twenty-three members of a wedding party were killed when
an improvised tractor-trailer in which they were travelling
broke into the path of an express train in north India, state-
run TV said yesterday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

The accident occurred in the district of Gonda in Uttar
Pradesh state.on Saturday when the vehicle was trying to ne-

gotiate a railway crossing. :
H i vote in final round:

A péarty of former communists now pro-Western and

ng democratic ideals, was heavily favoured to retake

r as Hungarians voted Sunday in the final round of
national elections, AP reports from Budapest, Hungary.

The Socialist Party, successor to the reform wing of the
old communist regime, struck a chord with voters by cam-
paigning against painful side effects of post-communist eco-
nomic reforms, including 22 per cent inflation and 12 per
cent unemployment. _

Led by Gyula Horn. a former communist foreign minister,
the Socialists appear certain to win the most seats in the
~a86-member parliament after emerging on top in first-round
voting May 8 with almost 33 per cent.

Call to reject fasciSm: rresident oscar

Luigi Scaifaro on Saturday called on [talians to reject fascism
which he described as "the negation of truth,” Reuter reports
from Brescia, Italy.

“Fascism was the negation of truth and liberty and there
are those who still follow that path, Scalfaro told a crowd

to remember a 1974 bomb attack in a square in the

northern city of Brescia.

“Truth must be defended even in the presence of those -
even those in this square - who do not want the truth.”

Quake hits Japan: a song carthquake

rumbiled through central Japan Saturday evening. but there
were no immediate reports of injuries or damages, AP reports
from Tokyo.

The quake, which was felt most strongly in the cities of
Nagoya and Yokkaichi, had a preliminary magnitude readi
of 5.3, according to Japan's Central Agency.

to the .

Meteorological
Roughly 8 million people live in the greater Nagoya area.

which is 260 kilometers (168 miles) west of Tokyo. Yokkaichi

is just southwest of Nagoya.

Call for cha.nges in
Nepalese govt

KATHMANDU, May 29:
Supremo of ruling Nepali
Conhgress (NC) Ganesh man
Singh renewed his demand for
drastic changes in the party
organisation said its govern-
ment. reports Xinhua.

Sipgh stressed that the
changes were necessary “if the
forthcoming general elections
were to be won.” official daily
“The Rising Nepal® reported
today .

According to the new con-
stitution adopted in 1990,
general elections would be
held every 5 years. Nepal con-
ducted its first general elec-
tions in May 1991.

The Supremo Made his call
again for fundamental changes
in ruling NC and its govern-
ment on Saturday at NC party

removed everywhere in order
to forestall factionism.” he
stressed.

This is the third time since
April 27 for Singh to openly
make the same strong calls in
his @eparate interviews with
local press or public speeches.

He said that there was no
alternative to the resignation
of Prime Minister Koirala for
the resolution of the current
problems.
~ "Unless this is done, Singh
said, the 36 dissident
Congress members of parlia-
ment would not support the
governmgnt during the forth-

coming budget session of par- |
liament.

Heatwave death

toll rises to
70 in India

NEW DELHI. May 29: The
death- toll from a heatwave in
northern India rose to 70 to-
day and temperatures are ex-
pected to worsen, reports AFP.

Record temperatures have
béen beaten in some places,
but the monsoons have also hit
the southern coast three days
ahead of time. '

Twenty meore people have
been reported dead of sun-
stroke since Friday in the
desert state of n. were

residents in many towns and 1

villages have faced tempera-
tures of up to 49 degrees Cel-
sius (120.2 Fahrenheit). press
reports said. ]

TUNIS. May 29: Yasser
Arafat is packing the imterim
Palestinian governing body
with his own people. suggest-
ing that he may plan to con-
centrate power in former ls-
raeli-occupied zones in his
own hands, reporis AP.

The Palestinian National
Authority will have legislative,
executive and judicial powers
in the newly autonomous Gaza
Strip and West Bank town of
Jericho under the PLO's au-

tonomy agreement with Israel

A permanent elected body
is to take over in the future

But the 24-member interim
council. headed by Arafat,
could establish a solid power
base for the PLO leader and
give him gn edge when elec-
Bons are heid

K PLO officials disclosed Sat-

BEIEFRY Ay

KARACHI. Pakistan. May 29:
The Pakistan army accuses a
militant ethnic party of run-
‘ning torture chambers, politi-
cal opponents describe its
members as terrorists while
supporters venerate its leader
as semi-divine, reports Reuter.

Two years after the army
was deployed in the commer-

cial capital Karachi to halt

mounting violence, the Moha-
Jir National Movement (MQM)
is thriving, its support bank
virtually unscathed.

Leaders of the MQM, which
represents Urdu-speaking
immigrants from India, warn
of an outburst of popular anger
if the army remains in Karachi
and surrounding Sind
province.

The government insists an
army presence is essential to
prevent a resurgence of the
kidnappings., sabotage and
shooting that troops were sent
into Sind to guell in May 1992.

"The army operation in

International
MQM leaders warn of fresh agitation

tensify patro

Karachi started in June 1992
and the government declared
it would be against dacoits
(bandits) kidnappers and hard
criminals,” MQM leader Altaf
Hussain told Reuters by tele-
phone from his home in self-
imposed exile in London..

"Now everybody knows that
it was started to crush the
MQM and to violate its leader-
ship as well as to violate Moha-
jirs in Pakistan,” said Hussain,
who fled into exile in 1991
and faces dozens of charges,
some carrying the death
penalty, at home. '

The MQM proved in May
that it remains a potent, savage
and heavily armed force after
32 people were killed and
dozens injured in five days of
street violence that erupted
when police opened fire on an
MQM demonstration..

The party called two days of
mourning and strikes’after two
activists were shot dead by the

_ police, and districts of Karachi

where Mohajirs live were
overwhelmed by a maelstrom
of violence as supporiers en-

forced the strike with Kalash-

nikovs. ' - _
The army, which had qui-
etly withdraw most patrols,

was recalled to restore order.
Military trucks mounted with

machi s are once again to
be seen in the streets.

- "This is a fairly long time al-
ready for the .army to be de-

ployed.” said militar
spokesman Major-Genera

Khalid Bashir. _ _
"We feel that whatever role

or mandate was given to the
army has to a large extent been
accomplished," he said. "We
would like to leave as soon as
ble." .
pﬂﬂl:?lnvate]f army officers say
the Karachi administration

lacks the authority or the will -

to maintain the fragile peace if
the army were to be with-

AWTL. .
The Ehartsmatic Hussain,
regarded as a pir or Islamic

1 in Karachi

saint by his followers has bulilt
up an almost unassailable vote
bank in urban Sind by appeai-
ing to fears of discrimination

-among the mainly lower-mid-

dle class Mohajir community, -

- "The MQM provides jobs for
Mohajirs," said one young
engineer who lives not far
from Hussain's Karachi head-

. quarters. "The MQM wants a

balance for native Sindis and
Mohajirs". :

His elderly father com-
plained that the army was per-
secuting Mohajirs and not ar-
resting dacoits (bandits) in its
crackdown, :

"Since Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto called the MQM
terrorists,’' the' army has been
targeting the MQM," he said.

Army officials said they
found 23 torture cells in
Karachi last June. The MQM
denies the charge and coun-
ters by accusing the army of
falsely arresting and torturing

its supporters. -

1976 Nobel Peace Prize winner Mairead Maguire (C) with fellow Irish activist Tom Hyland (L)

are escorted back to their plane by Philippine immigration authorities at Manila Airport on

Saturday.

— AFP photo

5 Trish Nobel Prize

winner refused
entry into Manila

MANILA, May 29: An Irish
Nobel Prize winner and her

- companion were refused entry

into the Philippines after arriv-
ing to attend a conference on
Indonesia's annexation of East
Timor, reports AP. S
Mairead Maguire, who won
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1976,
and fellow Irishman Tom Hy-
land were detained briefly
alter arriving on a KLM flight
Saturday. 'They were  put
aboard the airline's return
flight to Bangkok, Thailand.
The five-day conference was
to have begun next Tuesday at
the University of the Philip-

oines but has been placed in
joubt after the government

rioved against the meeting
under pressure from Indone-

Conference organiser Re-

'natu Constantino Jr, said his

group will defy the ban and
contest the injunction before
the Court and the
United Nations Human Rights

. Commission.

Anti-US march in S Korea |

KWANGJU, South Korea,
May 29: About 50,000 students
staged an angry anti-govern-
ment, anti-US march Sunday
in this southern city, demand-
ing punishment of former
leaders who bloodily sup-
pressed a 1980 pro-démocracy
uprising here, reports AP.

“Kill them" the students
screamed, referring to the
country's former military-
backed presidents. Chun Doo-
hwan and Roh Tae-woo. Stu-
dents seek prosecution of the
two ex-leaders for their role in
putting down the uprising,
which left at least 200 dead.

The protesters blameé the
United States in part for the
1980 crackdown, saying Wash-
ington condoned it. The
United States has denied that.
but protests in connection
with the Kwagju uprising al-
ways have a strong anti-Ameri-
can component.

Earlier Sunday, students

burned a huge American flag,
setting it afire with a flaming
arrow, and the protesters
planned later Sunday to march
on an American cultural centre
that has been the scene of fre-
quent and sometimes violent
protests in the past.

Police have said they will
block the march 100 meters
(yards) from the building.

No clashes were. immedi-
ately reported at Sunday's
rally, but the scene was omi-
nous. Somer students were
seen metal pipes and
firebombs. Police, apparently
not wanting to inflame pas-
sions. stayed out of sight.

The government has
warned that violent or illegal

. demonstrations would result in

summary arrest and prosecu-
tion - a departure from a pre-
viously tolerant attitude toward

protesters.
President Kim Young-sam,

who took office last year as the

first civilan president in 32
years. has appealed to the na-

tion to let history judge those

responsible for the Kwangju
killings. That has prompted

the students to call for his res-

ignatiorr.

The rally in Kwangju, about
240 kilometers (150 miles)
south of Seoul, came on the
second day of a nationwide

student protest group's annual
conference.

On Saturday, about 30,000

students staged a peaceful rally

on the campus of Kwangju's
Chosun University. About
15,000 riot police were de-
ployed in the city, but kept
their distance.

In addition to calling for the
prosecution of Chun and Roh,
prosecutors also oppose the
opening of South Korea's rice
market, which they say was
agreed to under US pressure,
and demand the withdrawal of
US troops from the peninsula.

| 3 Myanmar bases

captured, claim
Khun Sa rebels

BANGKOK, May 29: Opium
warlord Khun Sa has claimed
his Maung Tai Army (MTA)
killed 150 Myanmar soldiers
and captured three govern-
ment bases during recent
clashes near the Thai-Myan-
mar berder, a newspaper said
here today, reports AFP.

Some 100 Myanmar troops
were alse injured in battles
which raged 20 kilometres (12
miles]| from the Myanmar town
of Tachilek for roughly two
weeks The Bangkok Post said.
citing an MTA statement.

Khun Sa. the self-appointed
leader of the Shan state Inde-
pendence Movement reported
his forces suffered 17 dead

and 39 injured. the Post said.
The A statement also

claimed the guerilla forces had
blown up a dam. flooding the
river at Tachilek.

Yangon rally demands
release of Suu Kyi

BANGKOK., may 29: At least
sevenn Myanmar people were
arrested on Friday after show-
ing support for a European
who staged a protest in Yangon
demanding the release of de-
tained democracy leader Aung
San Suu Kyi. a witness said.
reporis Reuter.

Thierry Grandidier, 25, at-
tracted a curious crowd of
motre than 100 onlookers on
Friday when he unfurled a
banner reading "release Aung
San Suu Kyi" outside the Sule
Pagoda, said Nick Nostiz. a
German photographer as.
signed to film the protest.

He told Reuters that after
about 15 minutes men believed
to be undencover policemen
managed to snatch the banner
away from Grandidier, a dual
Swiss- French national from

Nice Nosliz said Grandidier
started to walk towards the US
embassy with a few hundred
people following in an appar-
ent attempt to support and
protect him.

Soldiers then stopped the
marchers and took away seven
people in handcuffs in a mili-
tary tryck, Nostiz said. He ar-
rived back in Bangkok on Sat-
urday night and said Grandi-
dier was trying to get on the
first available fiight.

Myanmar military rulers
tolerate no public expression
of oppesition to the govern-
ment.

The planned protest was
part of a coordinated interna-
tional campaign to draw atten-
tion to demands for democracy
in Myanmar which included a
protest in Oslo.

b

Chechnya
President
escapes

assassination

MOSCOW, May_29: The
President of Russia's break-
away region of Chechnya barely
escaped assassination when a
huge bomb blew his car off the
road and killed two senior
aides, Chechen officials said on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

Chechen Press Minister
Movladi Udogov said a car
packed with explosives blew
up when a motorcade passed
by late on Friday carrying
Chechen President Dzhokhar
Duayev and some of his top
ministers.

The blast hurled Dudayev's

‘car 10 metres off the road. but

he was not hurt. However, In-
terior Minister
Eldiyev, criminal police chief
Said-Ali Batayev and their
driver were killed. .

LA protesters

support
immigrant rights

LOS ANGELES, May 29: Al
least 8,000 protesters
marched on City Hall Saturday
in support of immigrant rights,

reports AP.

Some waved American flags.
Others burned an effigy of Gov-
ernor Pete Wilson.

The demonstration was
peaceful and there were no ar-
resis, satd Officer Daniel Wong.
Police estimated he crowd at
8.000, but protest organisers
sald it was nearly twice that
number.

"We will continue marching
until consciousness is raised to
where the rights of immi-
grants are no longer an issue.”
said Marta Jacques,
spokeswoman for the One-
Stop Immigration Center. a
non-profit immigrant rights
service.

Magomed

Arafat may plan to

urday that Aralat has named
himself interior minister of
the autonomous zones. Four-
teen other prominent Pales-
tinians, most of them his al-
lies. have been appointed to
other portiolios.

By giving himself the key
interior portfolic, Arafat will
control the 9 000-member
Palestinian police fgree in Gaza
and Jericho. Many of the po-
lice are veteran gueril-
las loyal to Arafat. and many
Palestinians see this force as
Arafat's private army

The interim government
will, in theory, hold power
only a few menths until par
liamerntary elections are held

But even as grass roots re
sentment swells against
Arafat’'s handling of the peace

negotiations and his autoeratic

leadership, it would be in his
interest to put off the elections
while he builds a power base

Balloting. therefore. may not
be held for at least a year.

The list of appointees dis-
closed Saturday includes many
senior members of Arafat's
mainstream Fatah faction, the
biggest component of the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
ton

Five other people have
been named to the authority
but have not been assigned
portiolios. The PLO chairman
appears to be keeping some
seats on the authority vacant as
he tries to lure members of
other groups to try to make
the council more representa-
tive,

Key appointments include:

— Ahmed Qurei'a, the PLO's

economic strategist who nego-
tiated the secret accord with
'srael, minister of economy
and trade.

— Nabil Shaath, a Fatah ac-
tivist who was a key negotiator
in the autonomy talks. minis-
ter of planning and interna-
tional ceoperation.

— Intisar al-Wazir, the only
woman so [ar given a portfolio,
minister of social welfare. She
is the widow of Arafat's mili-
tary chief and strategist, Khalil
al-Wagzir, assassinated by lsraelf
commandos in Tunis in April
| 988

Absent from the list of ap
pointees was Hanan Ashrawi,
spokeswoman for the peace
delegation. Ashrawl has
stirongly criticized the auton-
omy accord and Arafat’s lead:
ership style, and has refused

repeated requests by Arafat to
sit on the national authority.

Ashrawi has established the
Palestine Independent Com-
mission for Human Rights,
which will lobby for demeo-
cratic reforms in the Pales-
tinian entity and combat cor-
ruption, widespread within the
PLO

Arafat has had extreme dif-
ficulty finding qualified people
to sit on the authority, and
creating a balance between his
longtime allies in the exile PLO
leadership and Palestinians
who endured the 27-year s
raell occupation

He has also had to accom-
modate other power centers —
such as Palestinian clans, polit-
ical factions, and secular and
religious groups.

PLO sources said Arafat dis-

| banning.
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'Diand1"—an iniaginary
P |

LOND

: A novel which inecludes explicit sex scenes in-
volving Princess Diana and a fictional Hollywood

scretnwﬂ;cr

has provoked anger among her friends, a newspaper reported

on Sunday, says Reuter.
Britain's Sunday Express
said the novel, "Di and I" had

the Princess for the book's |

The book, by US writer
Peter - Lefcourt, is due for

publication next month. It is -

the story of an imaginary ro- |
mance between the Princess
and a Hollywood screen-
writer, :
Lefcourt, himself a Helly-

E:-ﬂ#&?"‘v—,_. ol
R o
e et Lo e

sparked calls by friends of |

wood screenwriter, includes |

graphic sex scenes, including
one in Diana's Kensington
palace home, the Sunday Ex-
press reported under an ex-
clusive tag. _ .
The newspaper quoted
Lady Palumbo, who it called a

close friend of Diaria, saying:

disgusting.”

"It's horrible, dreadful.. The
author is cashing in on the Princess and it's really rather

It also said romantic novelist Barbara Cartland, Diana's

step-grandmother, had demanded a ban on the book:

"

“It's appalling that Diana can be used to sell fiction like this."
Diana has been unflinchingly trailed by the media since she
married the heir to Britain's throne, Prince Charles, and

lapsed.

- throughout the 18-month separation since the marriage col-

30 yrs in pitch-black cellar
MOSCOW: Russian police have found a 53-year-old man

who has spent the past 30 years squatting in the pitch-black
cellar of his mother's house, press reports said Saturday, ac-

cording to AFP@

The man survived on pieces of food passed t

g@him by his

80-year-old mother through a tiny vent in her house at Sara-

tov, in southeastern Russia.

Police found the man in the celfar by chance when ‘they
called on the women to ask her to move out because the
boller was badly damaged and had been belching out smoke

for several days.

The man was incapable of walking or speaking and was a
virtually a skeleton, Itar-Tass quoted a local paper as saying.

His mother told police her son had been a normal child,
but "suddenly stopped speaking He started avolding people
and then shut himself in the alcove and refused to come out."

Cops go on drunken rampage
CHICAGO: Two Milwaukee patrolmen in.town for a night of

fun allegedly went on a drunken rampage, spraying a cardi-
nal's home with gunfire and killing a bar bouncer, police said

Saturday, reports AP.

Gabriel Bedoya, 33, was charged with first-degree murder
and three counts of felonious discharge of a firearm. Jhon V.

Koch, 35, was c
with obstruction of justice.

harged with the same weapons violations and

The two men drove the 145 kilometers (90 miles) to
Chicago "for a good time,” police Lt. Richard Stevens said.
"They were out drinking all night and were under the influ-

ence.”

£

Stevens said the men were bar-hopping Friday night when
they stepped to fire about 15 shots at a hotel, a condominium
and the residence of Cardinal Joseph Bérnardin.

Some of the shots went

Bernardin's front door.

but nd one was injured. The cardinal slept through the inci-

dent.

The men then returned to the Dynasty Club Bar. When they
tried to leave the bar with a drink, they got into an argument
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concentrate power in his own hand

patched an envoy to Syria on
Saturday in a last-ditch efifort

» o persuade hard-line Pales

tinian groups based there to
Join the authority despite their
opposition to the accord with
Israel

The leadership of the Marx-
ist Popular Fronl for the Lib-
eration of Palestinian, the
PLO's second-largest faction,
reportedly is contemplating
doing that to pursue its oppo
sition to Arafat from within.

A delegation from Hamas,
an Islamic fundamentalist fac
tion based in Gaza and the
West Bank, was due in Tunis
this wyekend after secret
contacts with Arafat. It has
demanded five seats on the
autherity, but Palestinians
sources sald Arafat has only of-
fered two.
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has asked "Playwuy

i

cprctureds o local
clone of "Playboy’, to stop publication in an interim ruling
on a trademark infringement suit brought by the US adult
magazine. Playboy Enterprises Inc, sued publishers of
Playway in the Delhi High Court alleging the Indian
publication was trying to pass itself off as the original which

— AFP photo

Taiwan again
offers talks
with China

TAIPE], May 29 Taiwan has
again offered to hold talks with
rival China on travel safety and
compensation for relatives of
244 Talwanese tourists mur-
dered there in March, reports
Reuter = .

The Straits Exchange Foun-
dation. which handles Talwan's
links with China in the ab-
sence of offlictal ties, said In a
stalement today it sent a letter
to its Chinese counterpart on
Friday proposing to hold talks
in an unspecified country in
early June

“There is a need to estab-
lish a model to handle emer
gency travel matiers. . we hope
your side will, in a responsible
attitude, hold talks as soon as
possible. " said the letter.



