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Rebels win big gains
over Myanmar forces

TACHILEK, Myanmar, May
28: Reports that opium war-
lord Khun Sa's as are ad-
vancing on Tachilek after
winning big gains over Myan-
mar government forces have
brought the usually bustling
town to a standstill, reporis
Reuter.

Normally thousands of
tourists and traders cross a
small border bridge linking
the town to the Thai town of
Mae Sai but on Friday just a
trickle of people made the

A Myanmar customs official
in Tachilek said he had been
told by army officers that 33
overnment soldiers were
illed in fighting nearby on

Thursday.
Residents have begun
stockpiling food and other

goods in preparation for an
expected . border closure, the

official said.

A Myanmar porter who fled
the battlefield' and arrived in
the town on Friday told Reuter
Khun Sa's Mong Tai Army
(MTA) had taken control of the
strategic Doi Mon moun-
tain, 20 km (12.5 miles) to the
southwest, and was advancing
towards Tachilek.
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"MTA artillery and mortar
bombs were landing right in
the middle of the Myanmar

positions, em:ynntrlnfnrhill

life and porters took the op-
portunity to escape.” sald Sam
Kae, 35

Sam Kae said he and six-
teen others escaped but only
three reached Tachilek. He
did not know the fate of the
others. -

Thousands of Myanmar gov-
ernment have been bat- |
tling MTA guerillas in 13 dif-
ferent places across a broad
front in northeastern Myan-
mar's Shan state since the
middle of May.

The heaviest fighting is
around Dol Mon and the
town ol Mong Kwyat, 120 km
(75 miles) to the southwest of

Tachilek, guerilla officers said.

One guerilla officer told
Reuters on Friday that 150
Myanmar troops had been
killed and 80 wounded over
the past week. He put MTA
losses at 17 killed and 39
wounded.

The Yangon junta deployed
more than 20,000 troops
against  Khun Sa's army in
anulhern Shan state late last

e US
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Bosnia-Herzegovina until all pmnihilmeu for peace in the
former Yugoslav republic have been exhausted, AFP reports

from Paris.

Clinton, in a radio interview broadcast early Saturday by
France Inter and France Info, acknowledged that the French
governmerit might not want to maintain forces in Bosnia if

they were to become targets

in the fighting.

But according to a Frengh translation of his remarks, he
said he hoped French troops would be able to "stay at least

until he have exhausted all
settlement”.
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Paul leaves h

Meet on Rwanda |

Paul left hospital on Friday, four weeks after he had su tn

repajr a broken right thigh bone, witn:ﬂm said, Rcutc:“

reports from Rome.
The 74-year-old pontiff walked' out of Rome's Germelli

‘ Hospital without the aid of a cane and was applauded by staff

and patients crpwded on balconies on upper floors and
arnund the exit. The Pope was being driven home to the Vati-

Il.' a Stll'gl'lsed. iraq on Friday condemned the
expulsion of it diplomat in Washington, describing it as
‘unjustified’ and hascd on “political and paychulug!cal
motives, AFP reports from Nicosia.

An Iraql Foreign Ministry spokesman quoted by the official
agency INA, monitored In Cyprus, said Iraq had been

Contrary to US explanations for expelling Adnan Malik, the
diplomat had not "taken pnrttnnnjracuvltylgﬂn-tthc
elementary principles of diplomatic work.” he added

Mugabe blasts whites: rresient rovert

Mugabe said Friday that his political opponents were letting
themselves be used by whites, turning again to the race car as
elections approach, AP reports from Harare.

Mugabe, speaking to about 6,000 members of the youth
wing of his Zanu party, said the Zimbabwe Unity Movement,
led his former guerilla lieutenant Edgar Tekere, and the

m party, led by retired Chief Justice Enoch Dumbushena.
were “put forward by white men” seeking a return to the
power they enjoyed before Rhodesia became Zimbabwe at in-
dependence in 1980.

119 fore
Kazakhstan ted a total of 119,000 tons of narcotics
and detained 119 foreigners involved in drug-trafficking last
‘year, Interior Mipister Viadimir Shumov revealed on Friday,
Xinhua reports from Alma Ata.

at a joint press conference with visiting UN Un-
dersecretary-General Giorgie Giacomelli, Shumov said that
Kazakhstan has not only become a base for drug production
but also a, major supplier to the Commonwealth of | -
dent States and a transfer point between Asia and Eusope.

2 killed in US court A man

involved in a lawsuit fire in a court reporter's office
Friday. police said. A pregnant lawyer an a man giving a
deposition were killed and another man critically wounded
before the 15-shot pistol jammed, AP reports from Fort
Lauderdale.

The shooting suspect was identified as Julio Mora. He was
chased down and held for authorities by the owner of the
court-reporting firm where the _shooting occurred.

FmUS to UN dies: ceoe

W. Ball, US lawyer; economist and diplomat who
muldled Presidents Kennedy and Johnson against
escalatidn of the Vietnam War. is dead at age 84, AP reports
from New York.

Ball. who resided in Princeton. N J. checked into New
York Hespital for tests and die Thursday, said his son John

Ball heid the No. 2 and 3 positions jn the State Depart-

ment for nearly six years and later served a year as US ambas-
sador to the United Nations under Johnson.

June 6
NAIROBI, May 28: The VLADIVOSTOK. Russia. May
presidents of Tanzania, | 28: Writer Alexander Solzhen-

itsyn, after an emeotienal retumrn

held in Kazaklmtan.

Uganda, Kenya and Zatre will
meet on June 6 to find ways of
ending the bloodbath in
Rwanda. Kenyan President
Daniel Arap Moi said.
| repaorts
Speaking at a rally on Friday
in Kangema. 150 km north of
the capital Nairobi, Moi said
Rwanda's rs could not
sit back and watch “innocent
Rwanda civilian lives wasted "

He did not say where the
meeting would be held but '
Foreign Ministry officials said
it be in Tanzania, either
in capital Dar Es Salaam or
the town of Arusha.

An estimated half a million
people have perished in seven
weeks of viclence in Rwanda
triggered by the killing of
President Juvenal
on April 6 in an rocket attack
on his plane. President Cy-
prien Ntaryamira of Burundi
also died in the attack.

from 20 years in exile. pre-
pared to outline his future
plans today before embarking
on a leng journey across Rus-
sia. reports Reuter.

The 75-year-old Nobel Lit-
erature Prize winner, expelied
by the KGB secret police from
the Soviet Union in1974. was
due to hold his first newd con-
ference (around 0500 GMT)
since setting foot on Russian

soil on Friday.

He planned his comeback
carefully as private affair. But
he was welcomed in a blaze of
publicity amid speculation over
what role he might play in
Russian politics and society

Solzhenitsyn rejected a
specially-prepared residence
in favour of a Soviet era hotel
in the centre of the Pacific
Port of Viadivostok Even in
the hotel he made clear #hat

| he would not accept any spe-

International

Hundreds of political activists in

ISLAMABAD, May 28: Be-
nazir Bhutto's government has
jailed hundreds of political ac-
tivists without charge. employ-
ing the same harsh measures
once used against her when

she was an opposition figure,
reporis AP.

Following fierce street bat-
tles in the southern city of
Karachi in April, police went
door-to-door arresting mem-
bers of a militant opposition
group, the Mohajir Quomi Mo-
vement, or
Movement. Only a handful,
most of the MOM leaders, have
been charged with crimes
since they were detained a
month -ago,

"The government claims

that there are no political
prisoners. The fact is. there
are,” said the independent
Human ts Commission of
Pakistan.” "It is a pity
(Benazir's) government should
now be the same tac-
tics it legitimately complained
against while it was in the up-
position.”

Most MQM supporters are
being held in the overcrowded
Karachi Central Jail. Few have

People’'s Refugee

been brought before a court or
had access to a lawyer. Neither
the government nor the police
has said how many people are
being detained, but estimates
range from 300 to 500.

"This has been a rather
heavy:handed crackdown,"”
said IA Rehman, director of
the Human Rights Commis-
sion. "We certainly expected
greater respect fur human
rights.”

Benazir has been widely
viewed as a champion of hu-
man rights in Pakistan.

Abdullah Shah, the chief
minister of the southern

- province of Sindh and a mmj-

ber of Benazir's party, a
knowledged that some inno-
cent people were picked up in
the raids on working-¢lass
neighbourhoods that are MQM
stréngholds.

"We have released many of

those who were found inno-
cent," Shah said. "But we till
not spare the terrorists and
criminals.”

The army's "Operation

Clean Up" began in 1992 as an

attempt to halt
crime. kidnapings.

spiraling
 violence

and political unrest in Karachi,

the country's business capital
and its largest eity with some
10 million residents.

The MQM represents Mus-
lims who came to Muslim Pak-
istan from Hindu India ‘when
the Asian subcontinent was
divided -into two nations in
1947. The party is the stron-

_gest political force in Karachi.

The-MQM flexes its mus-
cles with regular strikes in
Karachi, enforced through in-
timidatibn and sometimes vio-
lence. Benazir has called the
MQM a 'lerrorist’ group. and
many believe the MQM leader-

~ship is linked to acts of vio-
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lence.

MQM leaders deny this and
claim police simply fabricate
charges against them.

Dr.
leader and a former mayor of
Karachi,
with 85 crimes, including
murder and kidnapping.

“The army's field investiga-
tion team interrogated me ..
for several days. We wenti

- through enermous mental tor-

ture,” Dr. Sattar said during a
break this week at his court

Sattar, an MQM _

Pak jail without charge

has been charged -

- execution-style killing,"”

HE said his lntcnngatm*l-
wanted him to join Benazir's
government.

"On my refusal., I was
charged with all possible
crimes,” he said.

Human rights groups, in-
cluding London-based Amnesty
International, say unlawful
killings by the security forces
and torture in police jails re-
main commonplace.

Pakistan's Human Rights
Commission sald police killed
four suspects 'in eold blood’ on
May 3 during unrest in.
Sukker, 220 miles {356 kms)
north of Karachi.

Police said the young men,
aged 19 to 23, were fatally
ishot in what they describe as a
two-hour shoptout with
'dangerous ctiminals.'

But the cummisninn said
the' men were arrested, had
their hands tied behind their
backs and were taken to the
nearby home of a puliccman
Officers then carried out "
the
commission said after inter-
viewing witnesses.
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Daryll Jones {R:- during a meeting at the International Red Cross in Geneva on Friday. The

Pr:ncnu was

lttendencﬂ for the first meeting of the new advisory commission. — AFP photo

WASHINGTON, May 28: Key
inspections of Nerth Korea's
nuclear capabilities could be
jeopardised because fuel rods
are being quickly removed
from the country’'s nuclear re-
actor, the head of a United

Nations watchdog agency says,

reports AP,
In a letter to the UN Secu-

rity Council, Hans Blix, direc-’

tor general of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,
said North Koreags removal of
fuel was occurring “at a very
fast pace.”

And he said that if this rate

.mﬂﬂm.thtIAEAwuHInlc

“within days” the ability to ac-
curately miegsure the amount
of plutonium. a key component
of nuclear weapons, produced
by the reactor.
Representatives of the
United States and other per-
manent members of the Secu-
rity Council met Friday night
to discuss the letter. Russian
representative Yully Voron-
tosov called the maltter
“grave” and said sanctions
might be considered if the
North Koreans cannot reach an
agreement with the [AEA to
slow down the fuel remowval.

Couficil members decided °

o continue informal talks over
the weekend and reconvene as
a group on Tuesday.
Despite North Korea's lack
of cooperation with nuclear in-

spectors, a senior Clinton ad-
ministration official said ear-
lier Friday that the United
States remains willing to re.
sume its own high-level
diplomatic talks with North
Korea. :

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
the United States this. week
proposed a specific date for
resuming US-North Korean
talks that broke off last sum-
mer, but the Pyongvang gov-
ernment did not accept it.

A new round ol US-North
Korean talks would be “a diffi-

US to continue
contact with
Dala* Lama

WASHINGTON. May 28:
The US will continue its con-
tacts with the Dalal Lama of
Tibet even after the delinking
of human rights from the
China trade. the National Se-
curity Adviser to the Presi-
dent, Anthony Lake., has said,
reports PTI.

At a briefing on President
Clinton's decision to delink
human rights from China trade
yesterday, Lake expressed
disappointment over the ab-
sence of a dialogue between
the Chinese and the Dalai
Lama.

DPRK speeds up fuel rods
removal from N-reactor |

cult and complicated one be-
cause we will have to resolve
in that dialogue the nuclear is-
sues as well as holding out the
prospect of having more nor-
mal relations,” Secretary of
State Warren Christopher said
affer addressing the Asia Soci-
ety in New York on Friday.

If North Korea rejects the
negotiations, the United States
will be in a better position to
garner international support
for UN economic sanctions,
which would condemn North

Korea to “'pariah slatus,’
Christopher said in the
speech.

In Seoul, South Korean offi-
clals expressed concern over
the North's speeded-up un
loading of spent fuel rods. For
eign minister Han Sung-joo
convened a special mesting of
senjor ministry officials to dis
cuss the situation.

" Ministry officials sajd they

expected an officials [AEA
staiement from Vienna later
Saturday.

The Korean Central News
Agency., the north's official
media meonitored in Tokyo,
defended the removal of the

fuel rods on Saturday. The
staternerdt was atitributed to an
analyst in a state-run newspa
per. but did nol appear to be a
direct response (o the [AEA
letter
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By-elections in
India: Vote

counting begins
NEW DELHI, May 28:
Counting started today of the
millions .of ballots in this
week's by-elections seen as
mild test of strength for
Prime Minister P.V Narasimha

Rao’s Congress (I} Party, re-
ports AFP.
The vote-count was

launched under tight security
in five federal parliamentary
and 10 state assembly con-

stituencies,. two days after the
balloting that covered 12
states, the Press Trust of In-
dia said.

The count start was delayed
in the Vaishall and Kurnool
parliamentary constituencies
following complaints of rig-

ging.

Head-to-head battles be-
iween Congress candidates
and the representatives of the
main opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP, Indian Peo-
ple’s Party] are the mest
closely-Watched races in the
by-elections.

Bid to smuggle

arms into
Kashmir foiled

NEW DELHI, May 28: Secu-
rity forces in the India con-
trolled Kashmir yesterday
foiled an attempt to smuggle
arms into the valley by mili-
tants, reports Xinhua.

Reports quoting a Defence
Ministry spokesman said yes-
terday . that an army patrol
seized W large quantity of
mines and ammunition in the
curfew-bound border belt.

The seizure included 16
boxes of assault rifle ammuni-
tion containing 12,000 rounds,
eleven claymore mines and 52
cases of rifles, the spokesman
said. -

Meanwhile, massive hunt
has been launched by the secu-
rity forces to track down ab-
ductors who kidnapped a re-
tired deputy superintendent of
police last night.

Two militants were killed
in an encounter during search
operation to.rescue the former
policeman.

According to reports from
Srinagar. the capital city of the
India controlled Kashrhir, a to-
tal ol 13 people were killed
in the valley during the last
24 bours.

Situation in the valley has
deteriorated in the last several
months, deaths of militants
and policemen in clashes be-
tween the security forces and
local Muslim militants have
bcrn reported almost every

~ days.” Major is quoted as say-
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Major's war on the beggars!
LONDON: Beggars are “offensive” and should be reported

to the police. British Prime Minister John Major was quoted
as saying in an interview published on Friday, reports Reuter.

‘It is an offensive thing to
beg.” Major told the Bristol
Evening Post. “It is unneces-
sary.”

Begging is a problem in

most large British cities.
Bristol, in southwest Eng-
land, is host to a homeless

group known as “Crusties”.

“It is not acceptable to be
but on the street. There is no
justification for it these

ing in the front page inter-
view headlined “Major's war |
on the beggars!”

He said beggars were bad
for tourism.

“This problem about beg-
ging is as old as the hills. It is
very offensive to many peo
ple,” Major said. Asked if he
reported

to the police he said.

believed beggars should be

“Yes, certainly. Most

certainly... penalties are in place to deal with it and | think
people should be rigorous over this issue.”
Major's office declined to comment on the interview.

Simple way to stop early birth
LONDON: British researchers said on Friday they had found

a simple way using chemical skin patches to stop mothers
giving "birth too early, one of the biggest causes of infant

mortality, reports Reuter.

Writing in Britain's Lancet Medical Journal, a team from a
London hospital described how patches normally used to
treat Angina chesf pain were able to suppress women's
uterine contractions by delivering a muscle-relaxant

compound.

In a pilot study of 13 women admitted to hospital showing -
signs of premature labour, the researchers fuund that patches
applied to the abdomen halted the contractions and
prolonged pregnancy by an average of 28 days.

- The therapy caused no obvious adverse effects in the eight .
babies born so far in the trial and the mothers suffered

nothing worse than headaches and skin irritation in a few

cases, wrote Dr Christoph Less of King's College Hoapitnl

School of Medicine and Dentistry.

Premature birth is one of the major causes of death and
serious handicap in newborn babies. In Britain, up to 40,000
babies are born before the full 37-week gestation. around five

per cent of all births.

First White House wedding

in 23 yrs

WASHINGTON: The first White House wedding in 23 years
takes place Saturday when Tony Rodham, the brother of the
first lady, and Nicole Boxer, daughter of a senator, exchange
vows in the Rose Garden, reports Reuter.

The ceremony. set for 6 pm (2300 GMT) will be private.
Some 250 guests have been invited to attend the wedding
and dinner in the state room of the White House. '

Rodham, 39. is the youngest brother of First Lady
Rodham "Clinton, Boxer, 26. is the daughter of Democratic
California Senator Barbara Boxer. \

The last marriage ceremony at the White House was the
1971 wedding of Tricia Nixon and Edward Cox. who also
were married in the Rose Garden.

US to press China for
- 1mproving HR

WASHINGTON, May 28; The
Clinton administration insists
it will increase pressure on
China to improve human rights
even though the threat of trade
sanctions is gone, reports AP.

Secretary of State Warren
Christopher and other official
sought to counter .critieism

{ that the human rights issue

was taking a back seat to eco-

‘nomic gain. His comments

Friday came a day-after Presi-
dent Clinton announced he
would renew China's most-
favoured-nation, or MFN, trade
status despite its poor human
rights record.

Christopher said the admin-
Istration will not rely on “the

33 car thieves
executed

BELJING, May 28: Courts
across southern China's
Guangdong province ordered
33 car thieves executed on
Friday as part of a campaign
against car theft, according to
an official newspaper seen to-
day. reports Reuter.

The Yangcheng Evening
News said courts in 14 sepa-
rate towns and cities held
mass sentencing rallies for
101 people accused of car
theft and that 33 were imme-
diately executed.

"Car theft is steadily in-
creasing within Guangdong
province.”

invisible hand of economics
alone” to geherate a better
human rights performance in

In addition, he said, the
United States will press China

by intensifying diplomatic dis-

cussions with Beijing, support-
ing human rights groups.
working through the United

Nations, contacting dissidents
in China, establishing a new
Radio Free Asia and helping
US businessés develop a code
of principles companies
should follow when doing
business in China.

"Our advocacy will be
strong and firm and deter-
mined, because. we're not
tl;mcktng away in any respect
rom our human rights
Christopher told the Aﬂm
ety in New York.

Still, none of the steps car-
ries the clout of Clinton's
threat a year ago to revoke
China's MFN status, which
provides low tariffs for Chi-
nese-made goods.

State Department officials
said they had made clear to
the Chinese that continued
discussions about human rights
at various levels are a central
element of the relationship
between (he two nations.

Beijing's incentive to im-
prove human rights, Christo-
pher said, is to have a re-
lationship with the United
States,

igor Lebedinets,
gathered at the airport to

greet Solzhenitsyn.
Some |50 reporters. c
eramen, sound crew and

tmmmﬁ
tarmac to

From Vladivostok he
planned to travel overland 1o

earth of
many hundreds

ﬂf thousands if not millions. of
lour executed fellow-country-
men are buried.” he said dur-
ing a refuelling stop in the
bleak and remote far eastern
town of Magadan, centre of
Kolyma region

Solzhenitsyn became fa-
mous inside and outside Russia
lor his portrayal of the huge
system of repression built up
largely by dictator Josef Stalin
under which the communists
jailed, exiled and shot millions
of real or imagined political

opponents
Magadan was an unofficial

capital of a huge network of
camps. known around the
world by a name given by
Solzhenitsyn
Archipaelago -

"1 know that | am returning
o a Russta tortured. stunned
altered beyond recognition
convulsively searching for
self. for its own true identity,”
he told thousands of people in
central Viadivostok

—

the "Gulag

subjects during a press conference held in Vladivostok in Russia mdly

Solzhemtsyn prepares to outline hzs ﬁtture plans

et

Russian writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn raises his fists in the air as he speaks on patrotic

| Explosion at US
chemical plant:
One killed

— AFP photo |

BELPRE, Ohio, May 28: An
explosion at a chemical plant
sent flames shooting up to 600
feet (180 metres) into the air
Friday and produced a mass of
thick. black smoke that forced
1.700 people to flee. At least
one worker was killed, reports
AP.

One of the three employees
who were in the Shell Chemi-
cal Co. plant at the time was
killed and the other two were
missing late Friday and pre-
sumed dead. a Shell statement
sald. Plant manager Arnie
Dittmar would not immediately
identify the three.

Late Friday afternoon the
fire was brought under contrel
and people were allowed to
return to their homes. No in-
juries were reported.

Fifty to 75 eof the factory's
480 employees were working
at the time of the explosion
spokesman Mike White said.



