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The New Phase in
B e .

Dhaka-Hanoi Ties
I'he opening ol a new chapter in the relation
_ship between Hanoi and Dhaka by virtue of the
v.isit to Dhaka by the Vietn.ncse Foreign Minister
Ng ‘uyen Manh Cam bears mwore significance than
me *t8 the eye at first. For Dhaka's part it signifies
the addition of a new element to her foreign
policy’ directions after traversing all the known
turfs 1 the neighbourhood. We are now looking
eastwail 'd beyond Myanmuar to expand the base for
economi © cooperation rightfully because Bangla-
desh has a bridgehead towards Southeast Asia.
And the country that is a natural choice for Ban-
ladesh ob viously is Vietnarn, being physically,
istorically .and mentally cil'ose to her. 'I{tre are
reasons for Flanoi as well to be casting a friendly
glance at Dhaka which also has a bridgehead to-
wards South As/la.
©  The contemporary perspec'ive is favourable to
more meaningful ties betweer: Dhaka and Hanoi.
Politically Hanoi's relations with the USA and
China have normalised with an attendant poten-
tial developing for enormous economic benefits
to her. She has an opzn mind now with a lot of
enthusiasm to be a part and paicel of the political
and economic processes which are in full motion
both regionally and internatienally. In the eco-
nomic sphere Hanoi is wedded to the copcept of
free market which has actually been bolstered
lately with an increasing dose of Direct Foreign
Investment (FDI). So, Dhaka and Hanoi can ex-
change notes on economic reforms gaining im-
mensely from each other's practical experiences.
This should be possible in spite of the fact that
they are apparently competitors when it comes
to attracting potential foreign investinents and
the garments sales abroad. The reason why we say
this is that there are complementarities between
the two economies. One of Vietnam's priorities is
the development and renovation of its infrastruc-
ture, a sphere in which she is likely to utilise a
substantial portion of the foreign capital flowing
into the country. Bangladeshi entrepreneurs have
shown keen interest in this field, as the Viet-
namese Foreign Minister himself has stated. Just
as ITanoi can apply our experiences in her devel-
opitent programmes we too can gain from its
indizious expertise in certain fields. The scope
for « xvhange of knowledge in agriculture is limit-
less. It Bangladesh is a fertile delta formed by
three rivers, the Red River and Mekong deltas of

Vietnam form the rice bowl of the country.

We can supply Vietnam with consumer and in-
termediate %DO{!E of a large variety, Although im-
ports from Hanoi to Bangladesh gave been mea-
gre compared with what Bangladesh has been ex-
porting to that country, the entire volume of two-
" way traffic of goods, we believe, can be vastly in-
creased in the near future.

*The acgord on economic, seientific and tech-
nological cooperation has identified areas of col-
laboration such as commerce, fishery, irrigation,
agriculture and health care. Our success in the
immunity programme may be of interest to Viet-
nam.

But in the light of the still cha:Fln% complex-
ion of the-regional and international relationships
what deserves a particular mention is the accord
reached between Dhaka and Hanei to have regular

consultations in international affairs :ﬁnd tP work
together for the promotion ol international peace

and stability. Both being non-aligned countries.
one may read a conventional meaning into this
understanding but unless two countries felt quite
close to each other they wouldn't have expressed
such an intent jointly.

Let the impetus to the bilateral ties be not a
one-time affair, allowed to dissipate with the pas-.
sage of time, for any lack of continuous follow-up.
The ‘spuft in the bilateral relations needs to e
seriously built upon and not left to vagaries of
time to peter out. :

. . :
Disturbing Development
Recently Bangladesh has achieved top spots in
a few areas. But uoviously we would rather not
like to boast such records. One such record made
public was the highest population concentration
in the country among the nations in the world.
Even the runner-up, in fact, a distant second —
has almost half as much.population per square i-
lometre. This time, a UN survey report has it that
Bangladesh has the highest urban growth  in Asia.
An annual growth of five per cent in city popu
lation could mean anything but progress. 1he rc
port is quite explicit that the massive migration
‘of rural people to urban centres has nothing to uo
with their empl ent in city factories or oi-
fices. Nor does it signify urban development in
physical and material terms. The conclusive thing
is that the migration is not induced by a sudden
spurt in industrialisation or in the growth of the
formal scctor as a whole. »
What does then all this mean? The message is
unmistakable. Villages are no longer able to keep
the people by providing them with the means of
survival. Cities and towns still offer some job op-
portunities -notwithstanding the poor wages and
ardships — for the migrant workers from vil-
lages. A daily pittance is better than no income
and no work for days, and, at times, months to-
gether. So, the one-way migration is continuing
in the absence of any pragmatic and effective
verty alleviation programme. _
pﬁWh;it emeryses frgm the report is that the tall
claims by the gdovernment and some non-govern-
ment organisations stand in stark contradiction
with the realiiv. Billions of Taka have been
poured into programmes often dubbed as inno-
vative, pragmatic and people-oriented. But the
results so far seem to
what should have been at least modestly achie-
ved. A reappraisal of the models and policies
- should, of necessity, be in order.

We have time an‘l again «:nphasised the need

for creating a production basc in villages through
a hagpy blending between agriculture and indus-
try. Small-scale, these agro-industries could be
the right answer to the problem of rural exodns
towards cities and towns. The irmportant thing is
to make the rural economy stron: through more
?rudqctinn and ter income-generation. Re-
ated to them is the raising of people’s purchas-
ing power. Both the government and the NGOs
ought to concentrate on this point and they must
do so in a disciplined’ and coordinated manner,
not like the way they are dniﬁf now.
In the same 1I'Eﬂ‘?t¥l it should be noted that the
people by whose labour the city’'s service sectors
- mostly run are the most deprived. Slums, where
+ these people live in, can be provided with some
minimum facilities and amenities so that their
health and hygiene are not grosslv compromised.

ave fallen far short of
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The Daily Star Public Debate

The Proposition is: Should the Next General Elections

ISTORICALLY, we never
H had a tron' le [ree elec

tion. i s invariably
preceded by a mass movement.
From the Pakistani days we
have been fighting for various
causes. First, we have been
fighting for the right to vote.
Then for the sanctity of the
election process and for adult
Iranchise.

The election of 1970 had
been free and fair. But the then
establishment did not accept
the results. After the indepen-
dence. the nation expecled a
free and fair election in 1973,
But the ruling party manipu-
latied the resulis. The same
thing happened to the '79's
referendum. My personal ex-

perience of the 1973 and
1979 eleciions was not totally
positive. | won both the elec-
wons from my constituency imr
Barisal. The man who con-
lested against e in 1973

congratulated e with a gar-
land on the eledtion night for
my victory. Two days later, the
tables turned and the radio
announced ny contestant, the
winner, and as such, the MP

In the 79 polls, results ol
three unions under my con
stituency were blocked for as
late as 2 amn following the
election. Luckily., with the
sympathetic help of the local
authority — the results were
released late in the night and 1
won. But after 'he announce-
ment of the resiilt, some peo-
ple from the NS| started prob-
ing into the poll result |
sought the help of the then
Speaker who intervened with
the NSI and stopped them
from proceeding into the af-
fair. The term “"vote dacoity”
originated from 1986 elec-
tions. The 1988 election was
even worse. An MP of that time
told me that they had to throw
away ballots, as they nu mbered
more than there were actual
voters from the area —- such
was the extent of false voting.

So. we have a rich hisitory of
turnishing the sanctity oi” elec-
tion and tampering with peo-
ple’'s right to vote. The: de-
mand of a caretaker gos'ern-
ment is .not very new. VvVhen
Ershad [irst declared to hold

EW people in Bangla«lesh
F seem (o know much

about the Socialist Ir iter-
national. Belore my depari ure
for Tokye on 8 May the
telephone Kkept on ringing
non-stop. Journalistis and
friends were asking me aboout
this  organization and {he
nature of its meeting in Tok yo.
Their curiosily was under-
standable, stemming from t he

t fact that Sheikh Hasina, the

President of Bangladesh Awa rni
League and Leader of the Ojp-
position was going to atteind
the meeting of the Socialist 111-
ternational Council meeting in
Tokyo on 10-11 May. Now tliat
we have returned from Tok yo
after a highly successful vis it |
feel I should write on the su1b-
ject in order to answer ma ny
of the gquestion which 1 did not
have the time to Answer e ar-
lier.

The Socialist International
is the worldwide organizat ion
of socialist, social democr:itic
and labour parties. It is the
oldest and largest internatic mal
political association, currernitly
comprising 111 parties :ind
organizations from all co nti-
nents. The Socialist Inter na-

. tonal, whose origins go back

—

1864. has existed in its pre-
nt form since 1951 whe'n it
" 1s re-established at the
I rankfurt Congress. The o rga-
nization provides its mem bers

tion., policy discussion, dia-
logue and exchange of viewrs. It
should be noted that the
Bangladesh Awami League is
not a member of the Soci.alist
International and the re:cent
Tokyo Council meeting was
attended by the Awami Le:ague
as a "guest party.” Ther efore
e Awami League is riot a
party to the policies and  deci-
sionts of the Socialist Ini.erna-
tional. [t must however be
m~ntioned here that dluring

isi International stood byy the
peuple of Bangladesh. It was
one of the few interna tional

+ organizations which adopyted a -
supportive policy towarcls our
cause, It is for this reason that

since 1971 the Socialist  Inter-
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with a forum for political ac- -

o1’ Liberation War the Siocial-

. ongratulations to The

Daily =1ar

for its wronderful
editorial on Miss 1Jniverse,
Sushmita Sen, a Beraigali who
‘did us proud.' It vvas heart
warming to read the effusive
compliments justly praid to this
young Pencali girl, who sud-
denly focused the vworld's at-
tention on the trodclen Bengali
women. The reaction of the
Communist Party is nothing
-unusual. The editorial is
unusual. The Comrnunist Party
musit be {ull of fipgey, mean-

minded Bengali men, who
cannot accept the: idea at the
best of times of thelr woamen

getting fame and glory. And
the idea o' Lion gali Miss Uni-

be Held under a Caretaker Govern

Rashed Khan Menon, MP and General Secretary, Worker's

Party of Bangladesh argues in favour of the proposition.
Interviewed by Sharier Khan

election, we (the five-party al-
llance) refused to cooperate
with him. We demanded his
resignation first. In 1987, the
five-party alliance put forward
the idea of a caretaker gov-
ernment. We said, the care-
taker government will be
headed by an institution, not a4
person. So we suggested, the
Chief Justice would be suitable
for Lhe job.

During the 1990 upsurge,
this idea became popular.
During this period. 1 suggested
in a joint meeting of the three

Ahmed described this idea on
BTV. as unconstitution al. I be-
lieve, the right to veote is still
the big question. This should
be handled properly. Because
the bourgeois parties take
people for granted. and take
the advantage of being in
power, for staying in power.

S0 we must change the ex-
isting system which has beer
destroyed by Ershad. He de-
stroyed the backbone of the
Election Commission as well as
that of the election officials. So
far in the history of

reptable because the memory
ol elections held under Justice
Shahabuddin is still fresh

People liked him. They re-
sponded to what he asked for

When Shahabuddin first asked
people to submit licenseless
arms to the government, many
laughed. But a huge quantity of
arms were surrendered to the
government in the end. Simce
people know in advance what
‘will be the role of a caretaker
government, they would re

spond likewise. They will co

operate with such a form of

The BNP in its efforts to brush away the demand for a caretaker government has on several occasions sa.d |
that the by-elections held under the present governmeni had been free and fair. I believe, it is ridiculous te
compare a by-election with national level MP elections. During a by-election, leaders of all the parties remain
on guard, and stay in the polling constituency. During the general elections, it is not possible. Even with all
the leaders of different parties on guard during a by-electior:, there can be conflicts.

alliances that provision of a
caretaker government should
be inserted into the Constitu
tion for a certain period ol
time allowing us to hold elec-
tions under such a machinery
for atleast iwo or three times.

But the idea was immedi-
ately rejected by the Awami
League (AL} which felt sure to
win the ensuing polls. BNP was
at first hesitant regarding this
proposal, but ultimately it ac-
cepted the idea! Subsequently
I also made the same proposal
to all parties as a member of
the Special Parliamentary
Committee for Constitutional
Amendment to introduce the
parliamentary system of gov-
ernment in 1991.

Buwt aH parties, excepting
Jamaat rejected, the idea.
Moudud Ahmed, Salam
Talukder and Abdus Samad
Azad, clearly said no to this
idea. But the irony of fate is
this, now Jatiya Party and

- Awami League are in the first

row, demanding a caretaker
government. Just imagine,
evenn during the last days of
Ershad, JP leader Moudud

Bangladesh two elections had
been fair. One in '70 — under a
sort ol caretaker government
and the other in 91 — again
under a caretaker government.

The fairness of polls results
entirely depends on political
consensus. In both these cases
— there were, by and large, a
political consensus, But in case

of election under the party in

power, the opposition will face
serious problems.

But the question of a care-
taker government is not the ul-
timate point. Our aim should be
focussed on an independent Elec-
tion Commission. The present
Constitution gives a lot of power
to the EC, but not as much as is
needed. In the recent mayoral
elections, the EC failed to do any-
thing against the candidates for
violation of election rules.

As a person, | believe, the
CEC is a fine person. But in the
last two elections (mayoral and
Magura-2), the two major par-
ties did not let him play his
role properly. This might hap-
pen in the future as well.

The people find the idea of
a caretaker government ac-

government.

The BNP in its efforts to
brush away the demand for a
caretaker government has on
several occasions said that the
by-elections held under the
present government had been
free and fair. 1 believe, it is
ridiculous: to compare a by-
election with national level MP
elections. During a by-election,
leaders of all the parties re-
main on guard, and stay in the
polling constituency. During
the general elections, it is not
possible. Even with all the
leaders of diffierent parties on
guard during a by-election,
there can be conflicts. Take
the case of Magura election.

The Magura election had been
crucial for the nation. it has al-
fected the credibility of the
country's election process. A
free and fair election process
had been earned through a
nine-year-long struggle, 1o
topple Ershad's autocratic
regime. The AL could have won
the Magura election or the
BNP. That is not the point.
e point is the creclibility of

the system. There is no consti-
tutional problem regarding the
caretaker government
although Moudud Ahmed once
tried to convince the nation
that it was not pessible consti
tutionally. If we all agree on
the issue, we can add this pro-
vision to the Constitution. It is
as simple as that. Even if we
have some loopholes in the
Constitution, the MPs will dis-
cuss the issue and bring about
the necessary changes.

But tell me, why is the BNP
s0 touchy about the caretaker
government? It is being as
touchy as the Jatiya Party was,
when it was in power. Nobody
is challenging the BNF's right
to govern the country
(although in JP's case, people
challenged its right to govern).
Yes. some demanded resigna-
tion of the BNP government.

But on different issues. As long
as they [BNP) are the majority
in the parliament they have
the right to govern, and also be
subjected to criticism.

We should new promote
politics of consent in the

Sheikh Hasina's Recent Visit to Japan

national and the Awami League
have maintained close and
cordial relations. The recent
invitation to Sheikh Hasina to
attend the conference ought to
be seen in that context. For
Sheikh- Hasina this warm inwvi-
tation from old friends gave
her an opportunity to renew
longsianding friendship and to
forge new links. She also
availed of the opportunity of-
fered by the occasion to de-
clare in unambiguous terms
the new economic policies of

the 'Awami League, firmly
based on the operation of mar-

ket forces and the premijse
that an unfetteted private sec-
tor must be the primary
engine of economic growth.
Two Japanese political par-

ties, the Social Democratic
Party (SDP) and the Demo-
cratic Socialist Party of Japan
(DSPJ) hosted the conference
which was held in the New
Otani Hotel of Tokyo on 10-11
May. There two socialist par-
ties were included in the pre-
vious copalition government
formed by Hosokawa but the
Hata coalition includes only
the SDP. The Democratic So-
cialist Party had policy differ-
ences with Hata and as a result
it quit the coalition. However
negotiations are going on for a
compromise. The Hata coali-
tion government. will fall if the
SDPJ votes against him. For
the first time in Japanese his-
tory the soclalists are playing a
significant role in shaping gov-
ernment policies as part of the
government and not from the

_npposition benches. It is

against this background that
the Council of the Socialist In-
ternational met in Tokyo. The
government adopted a sup-
portive stance -and both the
Prime Minister and the For-
eign Minister hosted lavish
social functions in honour of
the conference delegates.
The Asia-Pacific Committee
of the Socialist International
met ‘in the afternoon of 9 May
to make final preparations for
the main- conference. Sheikh
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- rations in South East Asia. and

Hasina attended this meeting
and raised. inter alia, the ques-
tion of the quality of develop
ment assistance, the need for
safeguarding the legitimate
interests of local industries in
the developing countries and
the urgent need for providing
access to the markets of the
developed countries. She also
informed the Committee about
the devastation wrought by the
recent cyclone in the Chit-
tagong region. These points
were well received and were
eventually reflected in the
resolutions adopted by the
council. The council also is-
sued a statement in which it
expressed the hope that,
"given the wvulnerability of
Bangladesh to cyclones. floods

and other natural- calamities,
the international community,
in particular the developed
countries, will extend all pos-
sible assistance to Bangladesh
to cope with the economic
consequences of these natural
calamities.” :

The conference provided an
excellent opportunity to
Sheikh Hasina to meet and ex-
change views with a number of
important leaders from differ-
ent’ countries. The conference
was chaired by Pierre Mauroy,
the former Prime Minister of
Ms Gro

France. Harlem

. Bruntdland, Prime Minister of

Norway, attended the meeting
in her -capacity as the Vice
President of the Socialist In-
ternational. Sheikh Hasina had
the opportunity to have re-
laxed meetings with these
leaders on matters of mutual
interest. Her meeting with the
second Prime Minister of
Cambodia Mr Hun Sen was
very useful in understanding
the .new geo-political configu-

jn particular, in Indo-China.
Sheikh Hasina also met U Win
Khef, the President of the
Burmese League lor Deinocracy
and a close associate of Aung
San Suu Kyi, the imprisoned
leader of the Burmese demo-
cratic struggle. Sheikh Hasina
expressed her concern, for the
brave leader of our neighbour-
ing country and called for her
early release.

The high point of the
Awami League Presiclent's ac-
tivities in Tokyo ‘was her
meetings with the Japanese
Prime Minister anvd Foreign
Minister. Prime Miriister Hata
hosted a grand reception and
dinner on board a ship in
Tokyo Bay In horour of the
conferegce delegiates. While

RECORD

by Shah AMS Kibria
e e et

the ship was cruising in the
Bay the delegates mingled with
each other t continue their
discussions. It was on board
this ship that Sheikh Hasina
had her meeting with Prime
Minister Hata. During the
takes they recalled the visit
paid by Barigabandhu to Japan
and the pioneering role paid
by him in laying the foundation
of friendly relations between
the two countries. Sheikh
Hasina thanked Prime Minis-

ter Hata for the economic as- -

sistance provided by Japan to
Banglacliesh. In particular she
expressed her appreciation- for
Japan's assistance for the Ja-

‘muna bridge. Hata assured her

of coritinued Japanese support
to the development efforts of
Bangfladesh. Earlier in the day
Foreign Minister Kakizawa had
hosted a lunch in honour of
the delegates at the new Otani

‘Hotel when Sheikh Hasina had

anl opportunity to meet with
him and discuss Japan-
Bangladesh relations. These
initial tTontacts wilh the

Japanese leaders have opened
a line of communication which
will no doubt prove most useful
for our future relationship with
Japan. f
Sheikh Hasina's speech at
the plenary session of the
Council of the Socialist Inter-

national on May provided
an analysis -:}fl t?ne Fxﬁltﬁ: situ-

atiom in Bangladesh. She ex-
ptained Awami League's role in
upholding the democratic
rights of the people including
the exercise of their voting
rights of the people including
the exercise of their voting
rights in free and fair elec-
tioris, She gave a clear exposi-
tion of .Awami League's eco-
nomic policies. "The
Bangladesh Awami League
stands.” she declared, "fully
committed to supporting a
market oriented ecoriomic sys-

‘tem.” Her party's new economy

policy package provides for,

" she continued, "full protection

to foreign investors. Indeed we
believe that foreign investment
and joint ventures are acts of
partnership in which both
sides stand to gain. My party
bhelieves that the government

- should focus more on the basic

services of the state and the
creation of a modern infras-
tructure. Business should be
left to the businessmen so that
the sociely may benefit from
competition, dynamic growth
and expanding employment

. opportunities.”

These and other remarks
made by her were warmly re-
ceived by the audience and it
is expected that Japanese in-
vestors would take careful note
of her statements on economic
policies. Indeed a number of
businessmen which included
the representatives of Mit-
subishi had detailed discus-
sions with her on these ques-
tions. Quite clearly the need of
the hour is to create the nec-
essary confidence to attract
Toreign investors Lo

Bangladesh.

The Bengali community in |

Japan..compared to the expa-

country rather than politics of
convenience. At the same
time, we believe that the care-
taker government is not
enough for free and fair elgc-
tion, we should also resist
black money and use of muscie
power and expiloitation of reli-
gion in politics. Among us
MPs, there are 164 million-
aires. So money rules politics,
not people. If one is a rich
man. he buys a nomination of a
big party and gets elected.

There should be laws against
such practices. The use of
muscle power was resisted in
the 91 election. But it re-
turned in the mavoral election
(the Lalbag murder incident is
a case in point.)] There are
inadequate laws against these
sorts of crimes, and they are
not properly enforced. During
the last mayoral election we
filed over a dozen cases against
candidates breaking the lmit
on election expenditure fixed
by the EC. But police did not

Also dialogue in politics il;

very important democratic
practice. It is not possible for
the ruling party or-the opposi-
tion to be supportive of

democracy by neot talking to
each otfer.

Tomorrow nr.___lm
Mosharraf Hossain, Minister
for Energy and Mineral Re-
sources and Member, Standing

Committee, BNP argues ag-
ainst the proposition.
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triate Bengali communities in
some other countries, is rela-
tively small and new. It is also
beset by many problems. But
‘the welcome accorded
Sheikh Hasina by the commu-

: organized
by them was chaired by Mrs
Hayakawa, the wife of late Mr
Hayakawa, a true friend of
Bangladesh. His friendship

with Bangabandhu was warmly
recalled by Mrs Hayakawa. Be-

fore her departure from Japan
on 13 May Sheikh Hasina was
entertained to an wunofficial
lunch by senior officials of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In
the course of the lunch she
raised, inter alia. the question
of helping our Bengali resi-
dents’ in Japan who have been

facing numerous problems.

It was a short but eventual
visit. Through her contacts she
showed that Sheikh Hasina at-

taches very high priority to the
development ol close relations

with this greal country. Look-
ing at the recent economic
history of East and South East
Asia it is quiet clear that'it is
Japan which played a ca

role in providing the initial
capital and technology for gen-
erating their growth momen-
tum. Bangladesh certainly
needs Japanese Official Devel-
opment Assistance but the role
of Japanese direct foreign in-
vestmeni and technology is
going to be of much greater
importance. Other investors
from Korea, ‘Singapore,
Malaysia, China and other
countries from the region will
follow the Japanese trail. The
current stagnant economy can

" be repealed by a vibrant and

dynamic one only if investors,
both foreign and domestic,
begin to invest in Bangladesh
with confidence and in grow-
ing numbers. Her first visit to
Japan, even though it was in
the context of an international
conference, reflects her
assessment of the importance
of forging close bilateral links
with the Japanese government
and business leaders. Her visil
was a successful initial step in
that direction.
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verse has totally shattered the

complacency of their narrow
minded existence.

Once again, congratulations
‘to The Daily Star for a glorious
job done. Let it be a trend-
setter for the other self-
centered individuals and
organisations of our Bengali
society, with whom we
unfortunately have to share the

universe! And congratulalions -

lo the young Sushmita HSen, a
beacon of hope and pride for
the Bengali women. Go it,
Sushmita. We are behind you.
All the way.

Parveen Hagque
DOHS
Dhaka Cantt,

Dhaka.

Sir, US-Bangladesh "good
relations” going steady Tfor
about 20 years update the
"same ideals and goals — those
of freedom, democratic gov-
ernment, and economic op-
portunity for all" shared by the
nationals of both the states.

*Giants strides”, assessed by
the US President about the
present Bangladeshi political
and economic reforms, repre-
sents tle super-power's atti-
tude toward Lhe incumbent
administration of this South
Asian nation. }

American head of the state's
hope that "people and leaders
of Bangladesh will continue Lo
build a free and democratic na-
tion in which the human rights

ol all are fully upheld” upholds
what the champion of civil
rights can brag about.

Regardless of allegation
about the violation of Human
Rights Declaration in the home
of UN headquarters where
over two hundred thousand
Bangladeshi descents reside,
the assurance from the great
donor to continue assisting
this least developed cowntry's
economic development pro-
cess should be accepted with
thanks.

As a matter of optimism,
the recent transformation in
the world's dictatorial
regimes, not overlooking
Bangladeshi "autocratic fule”
(back to the "democratic” gov-
ernance now),. has evidently
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regained the recognition for
respect for individual's free-
doms in “"free” states in the
pluralistic "unipolar world"."

-

M Rahman
Zila School Road. Mymensingh

Bravo!

Sir, Everytime a natural
calamity hits us we fall flat on
our face and go begging to the
world at large, never once
realising what an insult we
deal to our national prestige.
Not only that, our government
proudly presents a list of
gratuftous grants [t has
received.

In the backdrop ol such
slanderous history of alms

seeking, the (12th May) televi-
sion news came as a sweet
surprise. In an interview with
the new Thai Ambassador, the
Frime Minister very politely
staied that her government
had decided to give all the
help needed to the cyclone-
battered south-eastern Bangla-
desh from our own resources
and hence no foreign help was
needed at that stage, although
the kind gesture of the
Ambassador was gratefully
acknowledged.

Bravo, Madam Prime Minis-
ter! You have once again made
us feel proud to be citizens of
this financially weak coumntry of
lion-hearted people,

A self respecting citizen
Chittagong




