12 The Baily Star

> DUNLOP

The undisputed market leader

] RAHIMAFRO0Z

Country's largest tyre distribution network

M_: 865270-74, 882301 882351
Chittagong : 504792

A fast growing city is gen
erally plagued with many woes.
if that city happens to be i:
the Third Woerld, redress of
the woes gets all the more dil-
ficult. Dhaka city presents a
w example of such a case

concerned authorities do
not seem to be committed to
ensuring proper urban milieu
and environmental care in a
steady and effective manner.

The city life is subject to a
variety of factors causing envi-
ronmental degradation. First,
the problem of smoke pollu-
tion from the source of city's
motor ttansportation system is
a cause of great concern be-
cause a vast number of motor
vehicles in many cases operate
without fitness certificate re-
garding poisonous exhausts.
With the steady growth of mo-
tor traffic on the city roads,
the threat of pollution from
such poisonous exhausts keeps
on increasing at an alarming
rate. The prime need of the

hour is constant vigilance and
commitment of the concerned

authorities to tackle smoke

pollution for the betterment of
environment and the preserva-
tion of public health.

The danger of environmen-
tal degradation from noise pol-
lution is no less serious.
Among the factors responsible
for it are: Lack of proper plan-
ning in urban growth, exis-
tence of noise creating indus-
tries and enterprises in areas
mostly residential and recre-
ational in character within city
. limits and absenece of aware-
" mess among city dwellers of
the consequences of constant
#xposure to noisy environ-
“tpent. In a large city, noise, of
., Is a characteristic fea-
| ture. What is deplorable is the
lack of ‘effective enforcement
of such measures as are avail-

able under the existing law to
control or decrease the level of
urban noise.

The burgeoning process of
urbanisation has claimed,
among its victims, the cruel
denudation of trees in many
areas of the city. This is
inevitably leading to envirgn-
mental degradation. There is,
therefore, necessity for inten-
sifying drive for greening city
areas as a means of achieving
environmental upgradation.

The existing system -of
garbage disposal in the city
contributes substantially to the
pollution of city environment.

Zillur on PM's gifts

From Page 1 Col 8
Referring to the Prime Min-
_ister's gifts for the Leader of
the Opposition, Rahman said
that the Jainamaz (prayer mat)
and Tasbih (rosary] sent
through the Prime Minister's
PS and received by the PS to
the Leader of the Opposition
Thursday had no link with pol-
itics and did not deserve io be
reported in the press media.

But the publication of the
news on this "religious matter”
by some newspapers with wide
coverage had created confu-
sion, he said.

The AL General Secretary
sald the BNP was not sincere
to resolve the crisis. It has
been continuing its old tactics
to shift the blame for the crisis
created by itself to the Opposi-
tion.
He said since ité inception
the BNP has introduced the
* "politics of stunts” to bluff the
people. The party is still
maintairting that trend and the
publication of such unrealistic
and false news bears evidence
to this. he argued.

Rahman said there was no

China, Russia
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which hit a record of dirs 7.68
billion last year, still is far

- short of the potential. ’
Chernomyrdin later held
. what he characterize as “ful-
filling and extremely inter-
esting” talks with Chinese Pre-
sident Jiang Zemin. He said
they discussed economic and
trade cooperation; interna-
tional issues and the differing

economic reforms adopted in,

' China and Russia.

"Over many aspects and
with regard to many interna-
Honal issues, we are building a
partnership to take us into the
2]1st century.” Chernomyrdin
told reporters.

e

City's Environmental Perils

By A S M Nurunnabi

According to observers, the
dumping ol garbage must be
carried out more carefully and
strict procedures need be fol
lowed to keep garbages re-
stricted to the confines of the
dumps which should be regu
larly cleared. The carrying of
garbage in the city is also a

sore point.
Normally., garbages should
be carried in covered vans in

the late hours of the night or
at pre-dawn hours so that the
citizens may be spared nause-
ating sights. Instead we fre

quently come across cbnoxious
movement of municipal
garbage trucks at peak traffic
hours in the moming and high
noon through the city's road
networks. This is unthinkable
in any modern city. The mu-
nicipal authorities should im-
mediately stop this practice
and ensure that the work of
collection and carrying of
garbage from different points
in the city is taken up and
completed well ahead of the
awakening of city life in the
morning.

The sewerage system of the
city is also in bad shape In
some areas. In the rainy season
which is approaching. the
city's sewers in some areas,
particularly in old Dhaka, make
life miserable for the dwellers
of those localities. The surface
drains of the city present no
better picture. They have heen
equally dilapidated or in a poor
state of repairs for long. The
extent of environmental pollu-
tion resulting from lack of ad-
equate drainage reaches un-
bearable proportions when
there are heavy showers. The
miseries are compounded by
the absence of adequate scav-
enging service of the City Cor-
poration.

A dreadful aspect of the
city's polluted situation has
been lately highlighted in a
news report. It states that the
Department of Environment
has identified dumping of
waste in the Buriganga river at
22 points between Mirpur
bridge and Paglaghat polluting
the river water which has be-
come unfit for human con-

sumption as well as threaten-

ing aquatic life.

Giving details of the wi-
despread pollution of the river
water, the report states that
chromium which is extremely
hazardous to health was
detected in the river water at

possibility of working out a so-
lution to the present crisis by

launching 'dishonest campaign'’
based on meetings and parleys
among the leaders.

. The Awami League leader
made it clear that after the
Magura by election which he
alleged was marked by un-
precedented rigging. the peo-
ple could well understand that
any national election under
this government would not be
free, fair and impartial.

There is no alternative to a
caretaker* government to pre-
serve the people's voting
rights and there is no scope to
sidetrack this ‘'national’ de-
mand, he said. "The govern-
ment must accept the demand
fer a caretaker government,”
he said.

A bill for a caretaker gov-
ermment will have to be placed
before Parliament hy the ruling
party and effective steps
should be takenn to endorse
that bill. Otherwise. Rahman
said, the political crisis will
not_be resolved. '

He called for stepping up
the current agitation under
Sheikh Hasina to realise the
demand for free, fair and im-
partial national elections under
an acceptable, neutral and
non-partisan government.

BNP nomination
seekers asked
to collect forms

Persons interested to be-
come BNP candidate in the
Bogra-4 parliamentary by-elec-
tion have been requested to
‘collect prescribed form from
the party's central office at
28/1 Naya Paltan and submit
those by June 2 in the same
office. The forms can be ob-
tained from May 28 to June 2,
1994 from 10 ain to 5 pm pay-
ing a fee of Taka 300, reports
BSS
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Chadnighat and near Hazari-
bagh areas dumped from the
tanneries. Other
agents included liquid sewage
wastes being spilled from Mo-
hammadpur sluice to Rayer-
bazar sluice gate areas. The
pollution scene covers Chad-
nighat where washers throw
into the water mixed soap.
soda and bleaching powder
Besides, a fair share of the na-
tion's industries standing on
its shores uses its water and
return to it thousands of tons
of poisonous effluents everyday.
Dissolved oxygen contents in
the rivers water have declined
alarmingly due to such unregu-
lated dumping. The big casual-
ties of this lethal practice are
said to be the fish resources of
the river.

The main features of the
pollution of the riwver water
indicated above show the mag-
nitude of the problem facing
the high concentration of
population living on the banks
of the river. This pollution is
not the result of a few years of
unconcern but the result of
neglect over decades. As a re-
sult we are now living on a
dead river and soon encugh.
uniess remedial steps are
taken urgently., we shall be
living on a stinking cesspool.

Similar pollution, though on
a smaller scale, afflicts the
water of Dhanmandi lake lo-
cated in the posh residential
area. According to a survey by
the Department of Environ-
ment, a lake that was created
to enhance the scenic beauty
and environmental whole-
someness of the area has now
become a threat to public

health and survivality of aquatic

life. The water of the lake now
stinks as a result of indiscrim-
inate dumping of waste mate-
rials and its contigued use as
reservoir for cleaning every-

thing dirty including buses and

trucks and cattle of all de-
scriptions.

The cleaning up of Burig-

anga and Dhanmandi lake has
become a task which cannot
wait for long. To help in this

task., short-term and long-
term plans need be ex

on priority basis with foreign

assistance, if necessary.

The environmental prob-
lems outlined above should be

tackled in a planned manner
in order to check urban decay

in a city poised on the thresh-

old of rapid growth.

Mostafiz may
discuss Farakka
i1ssue with Dinesh
at Cairo meet

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman is expgected
to discuss bilateral issues, in-
cluding the Farakka problem,
with his Indian counterpart
Dinesh Singh during the forth-
coming NAM .foreign minis-
ters’' conference in Cairo.

I Mostafiz will lead a four-

member Bangladesh delegation
to the 11th foreign ministers'
conferende of Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) beginning
May 31.

The Foreign Minister -told
UNB yesterday that during his
stay in Cairo, he will seize the
opportunity to have bilateral
talks with the foreign minis-
ters of some OIC and SAARC
countries,

Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak will inaugurate the
four-day conference while the
opening session will be chai-
red by Foreign Minister Amr
Moussa of Egypt. :

The Cairo conference will
review the international situa-
tion aiter the 10th NAM sum-
mit held in Jakarta in 1991.

The conference will dis-
cuss, among other issues, the
situation in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina, Palestine, Middle East and
South Africa as well as the
massacre in Rwanda.

US expels senior
Iraqi diplomat

WASHINGTON, May 27: The
United States has expelled
Iraq's senior diplomat in Wash-
ington for violating the agree-
ment that allowed Iraq to
maintain a diplomatic pres-
ence in the United States, the
State Department said Thurs-
day, reports Reuter, ;

Spokesman Mick McCurry
told reporters that Adnan Ma-
lik, who was su to han-
dle only gevernment-to-gov-
ernment relations and con-
sular matters, was told to leave
after he ignored State Depart-

ment warrndngs not to perform
| political work.
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Cairo-based PLO negotiator

Abbas (Abu Mazen) and Hanan Ashrawi (R) attending the first meeting of members of the fu-
ture Palestinian government of the newly-autonomous territories of the Gaza Strip and Jeri-

cho held at the PLO headquarters in Tunis Thursday.

South Yemeni warplanes
pound North's forces

ADEN, May 27: Southern
Yemeni warplanes pounded
northern forces today, trying
to regain control of the main
approach route to Aden, re-
ports Reuter.

"We absorbed their attack.
and theéy are now on the de-
fensive,” said a southern major
near Al-Anad army base 60 km
north of the city.

Warplanes, rockets and ar-
tillery struck repeatedly at
northern positions at the foot
of Kursh mountains and at
Dhalea junction just north of
Al-Anad, which commands the
main road.

Southern reservists were

meanwhile reported to be
preparing counter-attacks in
an oil producing region further
the east.

For much of the three-week
civil war president Ali Abdullah
Saleh’s northern forces have
been trying to form a semi-cir-
cle enclosing Aden, a port city
of 350,000 people which has
been declared capital of the
breakaway south.

But southern forces re-
pelled a big attack on Aden
from the west this week while
northern units have so far
failed to break through from
the east.

BNP may agree to
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taker government to conduct
the nexi general elections.

At any such dialogue, the
ruling party would most likely
place specific measures it
deems necessary to ensure
free and fair parliamentary
elections following the com-
pletion the present govern-
ment's five-year tenure, a cabi-
net member told this corre-
spondent.

Meanwhile, Opposition
Chief Whip Mohammad Nasim
told The Daily Star last night
that they had already reached a
point of no return on the
question of an interim gov-
ernment.

"We cannot return to the
House until the government
agrees to move a bill seeking
constitutional provision for a
caretaker government,” Nasim

| said yet again.

- Suranjit Sengupta of the
Ganatantri Party, however, told
this correspondent late last
night that the entire opposi-
tion was ready to have a dia-
logue with the” BNP to make
Parliament effective and evolve
ways for ensuring free and fair
national elections.

"But the ruling party has to
Solzhenitsyn
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writer. stooped and touched

the ground with both hands
after emerging from the Alaska
Airlines plane that brought
him from the United States.

"l am so overwhelmed with
so many different kinds of
emotions,” he said.

Solzhenitsyn paid homage
to the multitudes who per-
ished in labour camps in the
region, the symbolic heart of
the Soviet penal camp system.
Magadan is in the Kolyma re-
gion, where an estimated
three million inmates alone
died in the camps from expo-
sure and exhaustion.

"I come to bow to the
Kolyma land where many hun-
dreds of thousands of our co-
untrymen, who were executed,
are buried,” said Solzhenitsyn,
who served in labour camps in
other regions.

* "Today, in this period with
so much political change, peo-
ple easily forget these millions
of victims," he said in a voice
throbbing with emotion.

The 75-year-old writer wasg
presented with break and salt
in a traditional Russian greet-
ing by city officials. Buffeted by
strong winds, he kissed the
bread and repeatedly crossed
himself as he stood on the air-

1 port tarmac with his wife Na-
talia

The writer, who chronicled
the sufferings of camp in-
mates, touched the ground
several times. He was em-
braced by another ex-inmate of
the camps, Miron Otlif, who
sobbed with emotion.

Solzhenitsyn, who hopes to
serve as an inspiration to Rus-
sia as it wrestles with the
transition from communism,
blamed the oppression of the
"Stalin era for many of Russia's
problems. ;

include the caretaker govern
ment issue in the agenda on
the one hand and select an of-
ficial spokesman of the party

for the discussion on the .

other.” Sengupta said. The
ministers, threugh their re-
cent statements, often con-
tradicting each other, were
compounding the crisis by
misleading both the people
and the Opposition leaders
especially, Sengupta added.

He also observed that the
Prime Minster herself should
come forward to end the pre-
sent impasse through a dia-
logue with the Opposition.

However, some leaders on
both sides of the political di-
vide were continuing back-
stage parleys to resolve the
crisis, But the result of such
nmegotiations could not be
known immediately.

Bosnian warring
factions resume
talks June 6

SARAJEVO, May 27:
Bosnia's warring factions will
resume talks in France on
June 6 and 7 on dividing up
the former Yugoslav republic,
government controlled
Bosnian radio said today, re-
ports Reuter.

Negotiators from the Mus-
lim-led Bosnian government,
their Croat allies and Bosnian
Serbs held two days of talks in
the French Alpine resort of
Talloires tliat ended on Thurs-
day without agreement.

The Muslim-Croat alliance
indicated at those talks they
were ready to modify their
territorial demands and
"partly accepted” a proposal
by international mediators

giving them 51 per cent of the
country.

20 shops looted

1n°Rauzan

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 27:
Armed terrorists last night
looted about Taka two lakh in
cash and goods worth six lakh
from at least 20 shops in Ja-
gannath hat of Dabua under
Rauzan thana.

The armed men opened

‘indiseriminate fire and blasted

cocktails at Dabua bazar at 9
pm yesterday before looting
the cash and kind from the
shops, sources said.

About ten persons were re-
portedly injured when they
attempted to resist the terror-
ists’ attack.

During the rampage the
panie stricken shopkeepers
and other members of the
publi¢ began running for
safety, witnesses said.

Later, a contingent of police

from Chikdair outpost, located .

near the place of occurrence,
rushed to the spot and
rounded up four suspects.
District police officials,
however, said efforts were un-
derway to arrest the looters.

— AFP photo
Jerusalem
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The document appears to
integrate PLO policies into the
government. The president
"exercises functions given him
by the statutes of the Palestine
Lib#ration Orgaization... as well
as functions given him by law."
it said.

Legislative power is to be
exercised by a national author
ity council during the transi-
tion period, with elections
pending.

The constitution forbids ra-
cial discrimination concerning
international treaties and con-
ventions. Everyone has the
right to lile and men and
women are equal. Freedom of
the press is guaranteed; cen-
sorship is forbidden

It guarantees private prop-
erty, the right to work and ‘ed
ucation and assistance to the
handicapped

Another report adds: PLO
chief Yasser Arafat plans to
visit he Palestinian autonomy
zones of Gaza and Jericho for
three days, starting June 12,
Israel radio reported Thursday.

Russian troops
capture kidnappers,

-+ free hostages

MOSCOW, May 27: Elite
troops captured a gang of kid-
nappers and freed their four
hostages unharmed Friday in
southern Russia, only hours
after the gunmen had. fled
aboard a helicopter with mil-
lions of dollars in ransom. po-
lice said, reports AP.

There were conflicting re-
ports about the fate of at least
one of the four kidnappers and
the size of the ransom.

Some officials and news
agencies said one of the men
was killed in a shootout as he
tried to flee.

Four muggers
arrested in city

Police arrested four mug-
gers from Sialbari in Mirpur
section 2 in the city yesterday,
reports UNB. '

The arrested are: Bachcu,
23, Zafar, 24. Chan Mia, 25,
and Mojibor, 21.

Police said they robbed He-
laluddin and two others of Tk
1.20 lakh from in front the
Housing Office in Mirpur on
May 22. The victims were: re-
turning home by an auto rick-
shaw after selling their cattle
at Nayabazar. ,

Helal had lodged a com-
plaint with Mirpur police.

The arrested confessed
their involvement in the mug-
ging and police recovered Tk
6,500 from their possession.
They also snatched Tk 11,000
from one Rousan Alam on May
2 from the same place.

3 held on charge
of looting
in Lauhajang
By Staff Correspondent

Lauhajang police late
Wednesday night arrested
three people on charge of
looting a medicine shop and
beating up its owner Dr A K M
Jasimuddir, ;

The three people are Jul-
hash Master, Sanker Das and
Abdur Rob. The principal ac-
cused of the incident, Delwar
Hossain Hiro, is still at large,
according to police.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
Lauhajang Police Station,
Shamsul Kabir, and a Sub-In-
spector of Police Abdul Majid
Bhuiyan in raid arrested the
three alleged culprits from
Kalma village under Lauhajang
Police Station in M .

A group of local bullies
Tuesday looted medicine

worth about Tk 50,000 and

another Tk 47,000 in cash
from the medicine shop at
Kalma bazar and beat up its
owner who was also the vice
president of the local BNP

unit.

" e

Jamil Tanifi (L), PLO E:ecutive Enmmi:tee member Mahmu

The Midﬁig’ht‘
30 die in Colombian plane crash

BOGOTA. May 27: An airplane with 30 people on board
crashed minutes after take off in eastern Colombia today, the
Caracol radio network reported. Caracol said the plane
crashed about 12 minutes afler leaving the town of Villa Vi-
cencio in Meta Province. It said rescue workers who were

searching through the wreckage for survivors feared

that up

to 20 people had died, reports Reuter.

Rocket attack on Kabul, 4 killed

ISLAMABAD. May 27: At least four people were killed and
two injured as forces opposed to Afghan President Burhanud-
din Rabbani launched a rocket attack on the capital Kabul to-
day radio Kabul reported. The broadcast monitored here
blamed the attack on troops loyal to Rabbani's rival, Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, and his military General
Abdul Rashid Dostam, rv:pu'fi AFP. -

DPRK continues to di

' used fuel rods from reactor

UNITED NATIONS. May 27: North Korea is continuing to
discharge used fuel rods from a reactor in Yongbyon. worsen-

ing the controversy over Pyongyang's
dipiomatic sources said today, reports

nuciear programme,
AFP.
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feel that the latest attack on
jute was initiated by the strong
synthetics lobby in the west.

(ermany last year had ob-
jected to the export of goods
in jute packing. But later this
objection was withdrawn after
the Bangladesh commerce
minister convinced Bonn about
the environment friendly na-
ture af jute.

Meanwhile, to tone down
the objection. the jute growing
countries are now negotiating
with the EAUJG and have of-
fered to lower the level of
chemicals in the processing of
jute products.

In_arm!hrr positive devel-

JS team off
tQ Tel Aviv

Star Report

A two-member parliamen-
tary delegation left Dhaka yes-
terday for Tel Awviv.

The team members are
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad and Barrister Zi-
aur Rahman MP of the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party

' (BNP).

During their 10-day visit,
the two parliamentarians will
exchange views with the lead-
ers of different component or-
ganisations of the PLO on
democratic transition of soci-
eties, Samad Azad told The
Daily Star. Democrats from dif-
ferent parts of the world will
also take part in the pro-
gramme, sponsored by the
Washington-based National
Democratic Institute (NDI),
Samad added;

The parliamentarians will
visit West Bank, Jericho and
other places that got autonomy
from the Israeli authorities re-
cently and visit Jerusalem also.

Pak proposal
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Thursday began two days of
talks in Washington.

Pakistan's controversial nu-
clear programme has caused
strain between Washington and
Islamabad. with the United
States in 1990 cut off more

- than 500 million dollars worth

of military and economic assis-
tance to Pakistan.

Washington also stopped
delivery of 38 F-16 jets, follow-
ing, reports that Pakistan was
pursuing a weapons-oriented
nuclear programme, a charge
which Islamabad has denied.

In April Washington asked
Islamabad to agree to a
"verifiable cap” on production
of missile materials in ex-
change for a one-time waiver
of the embargo imposed
against it under the 1990
Pressler Amendment.

Although the proposal was
discussed during Talbotto's
visit, no immediate agreement
was reported.

Benazir said she wanted to
see an improvement in rela-
tions between the two nations,
adding that she wanted to visit
the United States later this
year.

Pakistan shared with the
US its concern over nuclear
non-proliferation, she said, but
added that she saw the
Pressler Amendment as a
“veto” in the hands of Pak-
istan's traditional rival, India.

She said India applied this
veto "on every single proposal
made by Pakistan for regional
non-proliferation.”

Islamabad wants a "non-dis-
criminatory” application of the
legislation, forced India, which
exploded a nuclear device 20
years ago. to sign the Nuclear
Non-proliferation Treaty.

"If Pakistan and the US are
to proceed on a cominon goal
of non-proliferation in the re-
gion, then it is important that
the Indian veto through
Pressler be removed or

. walved,” she stressed.

Jute: Common strategy

opment. an Amsterdam-based
organisation, the Common
Fund for (CFC), has
told the IJO that it would fund

raw jute in 1993-94 is forecast
to decline, for the third con-
secutive year, by six per cent,
to about 2.9 million tons from
the 1992-93 level of 3.19 mil-
lion tons. Production In
Bangladesh is estimated to be
783000 tons, 11.6 per cent
lower than the 1992-93 level.
Exports from rose
marginally by 2.3 per cent
during 1992-93 te 282200
tons.

Bangladesh's export to the
western E still remains
undented despite the cam-
paign against the golden fibre.
Dhaka's share in the US,
Japanese and Australian mar-
kets had declined marginally,

" sources said.

Bodies of Hajis
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"The majority of the pil-
grims were rushing to throw
the pebbles or turning back,
racing against time. Many were
carrying their belongings on
their backs. and the immense
overcrowding led to their
falling and stumbling,” the
statement said.

_ The announcement said the
government was releasing an
official count "to correct exag-
gerations and incorrect infor-
mation" reported by me-
dia.

The largest single group of
pilgrims who died were 44
Pakistanis. Other victims in-
cluded Indians, Egyptians,
Saudis, Indonesians, Sudanese,
Yemenis, Algerians, Moroc-
cans, Turks, Nigerians, Bang-
ladeshis, Jordanians, Iranians,
Ghanaians, Afghanis, Mauri-
tians and Lebanese.

Hanoi
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would provide legal framework
and guidelines for expanding

the relations. h
In reply to a question on
US-Vietnam relations, he said
'We are in the process of nor-
malisation of relations’ and

both sides have discussed set-
ting up liaison offices in the
two capitals. "Lifting of em-
bargo by the Clinton adminis-
tration is a major development
in the process of normalisation
of our relations,” added.

Cam also said that the rela-
tions with China had become
normal since 1991 and the
two countries are now in close
contract to resolve the out-
standing land and sea border
dispute.

About ASEAN, Cam said
Vietnam now awaits full mem- -
bership of the regional body
after two years of observer
status. In reply to another
question, he rejected the alle-
gation that Hanoi had deviated
from Ho Chi Minh's economic -
doctrine.

"We are implementing Ho
Chi Minh's principles and we
are determined to implement
those,” Cam said adding
"There is no contradiction be-
tween market economy and
socialism”.

The Vietnamese Foreign
Minister also denied charges
of violation of human rights in
his country saying that
restoration of human rights
was one of the objectives of
their struggle for indepen-
dence.




