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Durakovic during a match in the Kirin Cup in Koke, central Japan on May 26. France beat_

Australia 1-0.-

— AFP photo

Sadyrin rules Russia okay

Fn | MOSCOW. May
( 27: At.first glance
g Russian national
soccer coach Pa-
vel Sadyrin is ha-
rdly the kind of
person you'd suspect of spar-
king a major sporting mutiny,
reports Reuter.

The small mild-mannered .

man, who won two national
league championships as a club
coach before steering Russia to
their first ever World Cup fi-
nals, speaks softly and dresses
modestly

But off the field the 51-
year-old former defender has a
sharp tongue which has an un-
canny habit of bringing out the
worst in his teams. Twice it
has sparked mass revolts.

Russia's World Cup hopes
took a huge knock late last
year when 14 top players de-
clared they would no longer
play for the national side until
Sadyrin had been sacked for
incompetence,

The rebels attacked the
coach for not knowing his job
and always blaming them when
things went wrong.

The accusations must have
had a familiar ring for Sadyrin,
who lost his job.as coach of
Zenit Leningrad in - 1084
thanks to a player rebellion
after he had led the team to
t{u& Soviel Premier Division ti-
tie.

No fewer than 16 of the
team banded together to at-
tack him for arrogance, rude-
ness and criticising them un-
fairly. Stung by the attacks,

Sadyrin announced he was re-
signing. He later changed his
mind but the club showed him
the door.

"You're hardly likely to find
a trainer in the world who
hasn't been sacked once,” he
said at the time.

Sadyrin ended up coaching
minor league sides until 1988,
when he was given the reins at
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PAVEL SADYR
... Russian coach

in the First Division. The next
season Lhey were promoted to

the Premier Division and in
1991 captured their first na-

tional title for 20

But the Sadyrin touch again
emerged when he alienated
key midfielder Dmitry Kuz-
netsov by accusing him of
deliberately helping throw a

malich.
Sadyrin was one of the

favourites to take over as So-
viet -coach In 1990 after the
national side flopped in the

Moscow. then struggling

World Cup but did not run, say-
ing he had no moral right to
leave CSKA.

But he could not resist the
job of first coach to the
nascent Russian side in July
1992 and, on paper at least,
his track record is not bad. Of
19 games the Russians have
won 10 and drawn six, losing
only three.

But many victories were
posted against markedly
weaker sides and the team
made a habit of losing their
way against stronger well-or-
ganised téams.

The seeds of doom were
sown after a surprise 4-2 de-
feat away to Saudi Arabia when
Sadyrin criticised stars like
striker Sergei Yuran and mid-
fielder Viktor Onopko for not
doing enough.

The players' frustration
boiled over in November after
a 1-0 away defeat to Greece
when they rebelled, partly on
the grounds that Sadyrin did
not have enough international
experience to. be leading the
side.

Sadyrin played 333 games
for Zenit Leningrad in the 10
years to 1975, scoring 17
goals, but was never a top-class
player. Critics say this is re-
flected in the confused per-
formances against quality op
position.

Sadyrin, whose wife died
young leaving him with a small
son, did not make the chances
of reconciliation any easier
when he denounced the rebels
as traitors.

Big riddle inside 'Big Apple'
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NEW YORK, May
27: You would
think it would be
something New
Yorkers would
talk about — the

world's greatest soccer players
showing up in the “world's
greatest city’ lor real foothall's
grealest show, the World Cup

reports Reuter.

Wrong.

Frankly. my dear. so far no
body but a bunch of unruly
ethnics, hotel keepers. travel
agents sporting goods sales
men, suburban schoolchildren
and international corporations
see o really give a damn, even

. though — mystery of mysteries
— every game save one of the
seven in the 'Big Apple is sold
Ooul.

Tourism experts say the
New York region could earn
about 450 million dollars from
an influx of 500.000 visitors
anxious 0 see such matches as
Italy vs. Ireland. lreland agai-
nst Norway and Norway vs.
Italy.

The only game for which
tickets are still available is
Saudi Arabia versus Morocco

But the games seem to be

for the tourists who come here
anyway to gawk at the big
buildings of Baghdad-on-the-
Hudson, marvel at the melting
pot of ethnic groups and revel
at being told off or taken in
dozen different languages

Real New Yorkers — the
ones who are here to begin
with — are talking about an-
other sporting event set for
the same time in late June as
the first three World Cup
matches in the only city in
America where too much is
never enough

That's the fourth edition of
the Gay Games which will
bring 10,000 gay and lesbian
athletes from 40 countries to
the city for four weeks of com-
petitions. A council official in
the Bronx caused a local furore
by suggesting that the Gay
GCames will touch off an epi-
demic of AIDS. as if the city
was some sort of pristine vir-
gin about to sacrificed.

New Yorkers are also talk-
ing about a demonstration set
for June 26 that is expected to
draw some 300,000 marchers
to Manhattan to mark the 25th
anniversary of a violent police

the

Stonewall Inn, in Greenwhich
Village, the event that laun-
ched the gay rights movement

Then there is another rea-
son why New Yorkers are not
babbling about the World Cup:
If the truth be told the games
are not being played in New
York despite what 60 million
specially-issued postage stamp
sheets are proclaiming.

They are being played in a
football stadium in a tidal
marsh across the Hudson river
from New York City in a state
called New Jersey where peo-
ple are a little more excited
because a lot less happens
there.

New Jersey schoolchildren
play soccer because their par-
ents think it i{s safer and
cheaper than American-style
foothall and New Jersey used
to be home to the greatest
team in the long defunct North
American soccer league, the
Cosmos, the tea that Pele
played for and retired from in

glory

The revolution never got
started and the Cosmos died a
couple of years after Brazil's
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Brazilians
arrive in US

SAN JOSE, C: ‘ornia, May
27. Three-tir . world champi-
ons Brazu were to begin

their quest for a fourth World

Cup title aftér the team arrived
in northern California on

Thursday, reports Reuter.

The team landed at San
Jose International after a 13-
hour flight from Rio de Janeiro
afid Were greeted by a jazz
band, the Brazilian consul and
a number of local -dignitaries,
before passing through cus-
toms at the usually sedate air-
port.

At the terminal, the team
was besieged by 100 noisy
Brazilian fans, .who banged
drums, chanted and cheered
outside a chaotic 30-minute
news conference.

In two years we have been
here six times, but this time it
is different, said Brazil coach
Carlos Alberto Parreira of his
teams (rips to the United
States.

This is a big moment for
Brazil and in our life. We are
ready and we are hoping for
the best.

Parreira, who has already
released a numerical roster,
denied that numbers 1-11 sig-
nified a probable starjing

lineup for the teams June 20

opener against Russia at Stan-
ford Stadium.

"The numbers are not a
commitment” he said. “We
have not mapped out the team
yet. This time we hope to pre-
pare the team in a better way.”

Asked what the American
public could expect from the
Brazilians, Parriera said: “You
don't only have art in soccer,
you have to compete as well,

“In Brazil we do things dif-
ferently. We play good posses-
sion and we're quite sure we'll
give good performances.”

Not exactly showing team
spirit, temperamental star
striker Romario was the main
focus of media attention after
his demands for a window seat
on the flight and final say over
his seating partners.

“The airline just mixed the
tickets,” Parreira smiled.

“"But we had a plane for 300
people and only 44 on board,
so people could relax and
spread out.” The Brazilians will
train at Santa Clara University
before leaving for tune-up

matches against Canada in’

Edmonton June 5 Honduras
in San Diego June 8 and El
Salvador in Fresno, California,
June 12,

Brazil is the séedeéd team in
Group B and will play two
matches at Stanford against
Russia June 20 and Camercon
June 24, before meeting Swe-
den in the Pontiac Silverdome
June 26,

“The fence
must stay’

WASHINGTON, May 27: A
metal fence will remain around
the field at Washington's RFK
Stadium despite determined
efforts by World Cup officials to
have It removed, reports
Reuter.

Venue head Dave Jensen
said on Thursday local police,
who have the final say, had in-
sisted the fence stay.

World Cup chairman Alan
Rothenberg had told reporters
on Monday that he was confi-
dent the fence would be re-
moved before the first match
at the stadium on June 19

"l am confident we will have
no fences in DC and no fences
in Dallas,” he said. "The only
one of nine venues with a
fence will be Sanford and of
course they always have a
fence. They are just not going
Lo remove jt."

World Body FIFA and World
Cup organisers oppose fences,
designed Lo prevenl crowd in-
vasions of the field, because
they say they are unnecessary
and are degrading to fans

Jensen said he and Rothen-
berg met the city's mayor and
police chief. "The bottom line
is that the fence stays.” he said
of the 6 foot (two metre) high
structure

“It's about as unobtrusive as

LA PAZ May 27:
When Spaniard
Xabier Azkargorta
took over as Boli-
via's national te-
am in 1992, he
was written off by many in the
couniry as an intruder who
knew nothing about Bolivian
soccer. He even received death
threats, reports Reuter.

Less than a year later, hav-
ing steered the Bolivians to the
World Cup finals for the first
time since 1950, "Big Mous-
tache” as he is affectionately
known, is a national hero: .

Azkargorta, 41, was voted
Bolivia's man-of-the-year last
year, beating off a challenge
from the country's president.

"Our intention is to be in
the two-most watched mat-
ches in the World Cup. We are
already in tHe opening game.
Now, we are going for the
final,” he said recently.

Born in the Basque region
in 1953, Azkargorta played for
local clubs Real Sociedad and

Athletic Bilbao.

But his playing career was
finished by a knee injury when
he was just 20.

He then concentrated on
medical studies and graduated
as a Doctor in 1985. At the
same time, he took up coach-
ing and was in charge of Es-
panol of Barcelona, Real Val-
ladolid, Sevilla and Tenerife.

Azkargorta saild that giving
the players some self-belief

previously unsung Bolivians to
the World Cup finals. "1 had to
do a lot of work with the play-

Of the waxing '"Moustache'

ers’ self-esteem.” he said.
"l remind them all the time
of the phrase 'if you want to,
Bollvln with home advan-
tage, romped into a big lead in
the South American Group B

- Qualifying table last year. They

beat Brazil 2-0 in their high-
altitude strong-hole of La Paz —

the first defeat for Brazil in a

World Cup qualifying game.
Brazil subsequently beat Bo-

livia 6-0 at home and went on
to win the group. But Bolivia

XABIER AZKARGORTA .
.. Bolivian coach
went through in second place,
denying twice champions
Uruguay a place in the US fi-

. nals.
was the secret of getting the -

The Bolivians' only interna-
tional title so far is the South

American Championship in
1963 when they hosted the

tournament in La Paz, 3,900
metres above sea level. They
played in the inaugural 1930
World Cup in Uruguay by invi-
tation and reached the 1950
finals in Brazil without having

to play qualifying games after
Argentina- withdrew for politi-

mﬁwﬁa says that when
Bolivia take on world champi-
ons Germany in the World
Cup’s opening game, they will

not be intimidated by the
Germans' reputation.

"When I play a match, it is
on the basis of here and now. |
don't worry about previous
records. Germany were cham-
pions four years ago,” he said.

Kiryakov plays
down rumour

KARLSRUHE, Germany.,
May 27: [Karlsruhe striker
Sergeil Kiryakov denied on
Thursday reports that he was
breaking a boycott and wanted
to play for Russia at the World
Cup finals, the German news
agency SID said, reports
Reuter.

Kiryakov said reports on
Wednesday that he had sent a
telegram to the Russian Soccer
Federation were incorrect.

“l have not sent a tele-
gram,” Kirivakov said in an
interview with SID. "I am
sticking by my decision.”

The Russian forward was
not immediately available to
confirm the SID report on
Thursday.

Morocco's
'‘Berlin Wall'

RABAT, May 27: Moroccan
World Cup coach Abdallah Ajri
said on Friday he planned a
"Berlin Wall" defence
more highly fancied first round
rivals in the finals in the
United States next
month, reports Reuter.

"We are going to build a new
Berlin Wall against Belgium
and Holland,” Ajri told a news
conference the day before the
squad leave for Canada on their

World Cup campaign.

"Our first match against
Belgium (on June 19 in Or-
lando) is going to be the turn-
ing-point for us in this Cup.
© "It is going to be a difficult
job. These other teams are not
going to the States to see the
Statue of Liberty or the GSlden
Gate, they are out to beat us.”

Ajri said Morocco would
play Canada in Montreal on
June 1 and the same side
would face Belgium.

He said that in a three-
week training stint in France
this month his players had
made good progress in ball
control. "We held on to it for
23 passes once,” he said.

Football federation sources
said if Morocco reached the
second round, as they did in
the 1986 finals, each player
would get a bonus of 100,000
dirhams (10,800 USD). If they
won the Cup they would each
receive 1.3 million dirhams
(140,000 USD).

Morocco are also due to
play a local Canadian team on
June 8 and take on a Florida
team after they arrive in Or-
lando on June 11. )
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