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US Vietnam agree to
- set up missions

HANOI, May 26: Vietnam
and the United States have
agreed to exchange diplomatic
missions, "an important step
toward the normalization of re
lations.” the Foréign Ministry
announced Thursday, reports
AP,

The agreement comes more
than 20 years after the two
cogrltri:s fought each other in

oody war l;hat divided the
United States and cost nearly
60,000 American and as many
as 2 million Vietnamese lives.

The ministry said in a
statement that last Friday and
Saturday. US Assistant Secre-
tary of State Winston Lord and
Vietnamese Deputy Foreign
Minister Le Mai "exchanged
letters concurring in the
establishment of representa-
tive offices in their respective
capitals.”

Le Mai earlier had de
scribed the diplomatic mis-
sions as a transitional step to-
ward full diplomatic relations.

The statement did not say
when the offices would open. A
‘spokesman said he had no ad-
ditional details.

[n Washington, State De-

partment spokesman Mike
McCurry said in a statement
the opening date will depend
on Implementation of an
agreement to return each
other's diplomatic properties.

“This office should facili-
tate progress on all issues of
concern. particularly POW-MIA
accounting.” McCurry said
“The liaison office also will
enable us to provide services
for an increasing number ol
Americans in Vietnam and ad-
vance our human rights dia
logue.”

The United States lists
"2.233 Americans as missing in
action — MIA — from the war

AARC Finance
inisters to meet

in Dhaka July 9

WASHINGTON, May 26. The

SAARC flmnance ministers are
likely to meet In Bangladesh

on July 9 and 10 to formulate a
strategy to accelerate poverty
reduction programmes in the
SAARC region, Bangladesh Fi-
nance Minister M Saifur Rah-
man said here today, reports

AL leader rebuts Huda

. From Page 1 Col 8
imitation of autocratic Ershad.

He alleged President Zia had
captured power at gun point by
removing President Justice A
S M Sayem. He reminded that
the proclamation of multi-
party democracy was made by
President Sayem, not by Zia
who introduced 'martial
democracy' through tough
martial law proclamations.

Prof Sayeed said people still
remembered what type of
multi-party Zia had
introduced by bringing all po-
litical parties under PPR,
sending 62,000 political
activists to-jail and killing
thousands of military
personnel. Ziaur Rahman's
entire rule was marked by
curfew and military orders, he
added.

Continuing his vitriolic as-
sault on the ruling party, the
Awami League leader said after
Zia, Prime Minister Begum Zia
created a ‘'world record” by

three bills in six
minutes in Parliament follow-
ing a record polling of 15 votes
in one minute in Magura by-
elections. The BNP candidate
in Mirpur by-election was de-
clared elected through an an-
nouncement, he alleged.

“It was- also unprecedented

when Ziaur Rahman showed
three crore 43 h votes out
of 3 crore 48 lakh in his
favour, These pieces of infor-
mation are enough evidences
of what type of democracy the
BNP is used to practise,” Prof

said in reaction to the
interview of Huda who dug the

past of the Awami League, par-

ticularly the introduction of
the one-party rule.

During the 5-point anti-Er-
shad agitation, Prof Sayeed
said, the present Information
Minister along with Begum Zia
had met Ershad and placed
33-point demand enly to mis-
guide the agitation. “Begum Zia
had 45-minute exclusive talks
with Ershad at Bangabhaban at

STVR owners asked
to apply for
registration
by May 31

The owners of satellite
television receivers who are
giving commercial connections
to their dish antenna will have
to collect a registration num-
ber from the television licenc-
ing authority to regularise
their trade, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
high level meeting of the
committee on regularising the
use of satellite TV receivers
(STVR) and dish antenna held
yesterday with Information
Minister Nazmul Huda in the
chair.

The owmners of STVR have
been advised to submit their
applications on the prescribed
forms with the office of the
controller (licence) by May 31,
1994. The prescribed forms
can be collected from the Cen-
tral Licence Office at 450/1
West a Dhaka,

The meeting also decided
that the owvners who would fail
to apply for the registration in
the stipulated period their
STVR connection would be
considered as illegal.

The persons willing to give
commercial connection to dish
antenna after May 31, 1994
will have to get registration
from the concerned authori-
ties before starting the busi-
ness. Otherwise, connection
will be snapped and they may
be refused licence in future,
the decided.
Information Secretary Dr
Ekram Hossain, Director Gen-
eral of Bangladesh Television
and high officials of the Infor-

that time, but the contents of
the talks were yet to be made
known to the people.”

On March 22, 1986, the
BNP agreed to join¥ elections
on condition that its leaders
who were in jail on charges of
corruption be released, Prof
Sayeed claimed. Begum Zia
also had hand ), in removing
Justice Sattar from power, he
al ;

He further alleged it was

Begum Zia who adopted all

means to ‘harass’ the Sattar
government and belittle its
image to the people following
the dispute over chairmanship
of the BNP. "As a result, Presi-
dent Sattar was compelled o
declare Begum Zia 'First Lady’
which was totally undemo-
cratic and unconstitutional,”
the AL Information Secretary
said.

Even at the time of the pas-
sage of 12th amendment that
restored parliamentary
democracy, he said, Begum Zia
sent emissary to Ershad in
Dhaka Central Jail.

Prof Sayeed alleged that Be-
gum Zia made a public call for
people-sepoy agitation in May
1986 ‘when she failed to get
required money Irom Ershad’
for elections expenditure.
“After making the call, she had
bee missing for three days.”

In 1986, the BNP-led 7-
party alliance took the deci-
sion of j elections on an
understanding on 180-120
seat-sharing with the 15-party
alliance, but finally, the BNP
stayed back from the polls for

Prof Sayeed said elections
under the BNP can never be
free, fair and peaceful. “If a
caretaker government is called
undemocratic and uncenstitu-
tional,” as claimed by Nazmul
Huda, "has the BNP got any
right to stay in power?"” He
questioned, referring .to the
1991 elections held under a
caretaker government.

Prokrichi

From Page 1 Col 7
try stepped up on
the budget session uf Farlia-
ment.

Meanwhile, the Prukrichi
leaders are busy in organising
their district units as part of a

programme to chart the next '

course of action. They wvisited
different districts and met a
cross section of people to have
their views on the profession-
als movement.

Road accidents

From Page 1 Col 3 :
when a speeding truck
‘severely hit with a Chittagong-
bound passengers tempo from
behind.

‘Mohammad Rafique, 28, a
passenger of the tempo died
on the spot-and six others who
were inside the tempo were
injured seriously.

The injured Mohamad
Alamgir 30, Mizanur Rahman,
20, Abdur Rashid 12, Rashid
Ahmed 60, Amena Khatoon,
40, and Shahjahan, 20, were
admitted to the Chittagong
Medical College Hospital.

Meanwhile, two more vic-
tims of Wednesday's accident
in Fulpur thana on Dhaka-Sh-

erpur highway died at hospi-
tals yesterday. Medical sources
said Sharif, MA student of the
Ananda Mohan College, died at
the Mymensingh Medical Col-
lege Hospital (MMCH) and
-Asif, MA student of the Dhaka
University died at the PG
Hospital.

On Wednesday, two young-
men identified as Swapan and
Manirul Islam were killed in

=, the acecident that occurred
» when a Sherp

ur-bound mini-
bus from Dhaka collided head

the eve of

mation Ministry were present on with their microbus at
in the meeting. Bagunda.
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A Palestinian policeman orde
passing a road block manned by

'JS body discusses

separate PSC to
recruit non-govt
teachers

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
the Ministry of Education was
held at the Jatiya Sangsad Bha-
ban yesterday with Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar in
the chair, reports BSS.

The meeting discussed
matters relating to setting up
of a separate public service
commission for recruiting the
teachers of the non-govern-
ment schools and colleges.

The meeting agreed that
the draft of the proposed pri-
vate public serviee commission
would be discussed in the next
meeting for making improve-
ment of the same before plac-
ing it for approval of the au-
thority concerned.

The - committee discussed
benefit being given to the reg-
istered private primary schools
and ibtedayee madrassah. It
also has a discussion on the
problems of the non-govern-
ment teachers and employees
and benefits already given by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia to meet the legitimate de-
mands of the non-govern-
ment's teachers.

State Minister for Educa-

| tion Principal Md Eunus Khan,

Mrs Khurshid Jahan Hagq
(BNP), Moshiur Rahman (BNP)
and Shah Ruhul Quddus
(Jamaat) attended the meet-
ing.
" Education Secretary Ir-
shadul Haq elaborately dis-
cussed the recent matter
relating to the SSC exami-
nations in the meeting.
Secretary of the Primary
and Mass Education Division
Kazi Rakibuddin Ahmed gave a
vivid idea about the primary
education, registration of the
non-government primary
schools and benefits being
given to the teachers of the

private primary schools.
King Wangchuck
recalls Mujib’s
contnbutmn to
Liberation War

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Abdus Samad Azad called
on Bhutanese King Zigme
Singhe Wangchuck during his

recent visit to Thimpu and
conveyed Sheikh Hasina's

greetings to the King, reports

UNB. : :

Azad went to Bhutan on May
18 at the invitation of its For-
eign Minister Dawa Tsering.

The Bhutanese King re-
called the contribution of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman to the War of Libera-
tion.The King lauded the
heroic role of the people of
Bangladesh in the Liberatlun
War.,

Azad also had an exclusive
meeting with Bhutanese For-
eign Minister Dawa Tser-
ing. They exchangeds views on
political, social and economic
issues of the two countries.

rs an lsraeli soldier to lower the barrel of his gun while

the new Palestinian authority, in the Gaza Strip Wednesday.

— AFP photo

Warm welcome awaits
Solzhenitsyn at home

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia, May
26: Russia today prepared a
warm homecoming for writer
Alexander Solzhenitsyn that
should mark a triumphant
ending to a life odyssey of
suffering through war, labour
caps and exile abroad, reports
Reuter.

The 75-year-old Nobel lau-
reate, bundled out of Russia 20
years ago by the communist au-
thorities because of his writ-
ings, was flying into this rain-
lashed Pacific port on Friday
from the United States for an
emotional reunion with his
homeland.

One of his three sons, 23-
year-old Yermolai, said his fa-
ther, who remains deeply sus-
picious of Russian officialdom,
would not allow his schedule
to.be dictated by the authori-
ties.

“Fear could never make my
father do anything. He always
did that he wanted
to do,” he told reporters in
Vladivostok. "It is a great
hunuur for me to accompany

y father on this trip. As they
say we all walk under God.”

Yuri Prokofyev, an aide to
Solzhenitsyn, alsq made clear

the writer would not allow any
official meddling in his pro-
gramme.

“This is not an official visit
by a delegation. This is a writer
returning to his homeland and
so there will be no official pro-
tocol,” he said.

Vladivostok officials said

Solzhenitsyn, who has lived as
a semi-recluse in Cavendish,
Vermont, USA for the past 18
years, had expressed he wish
to go into the city immediately
and talk to his compatriots.

“Talk to people Talk to
people. That's all he wants.m
said one harassed official in
Vladivostok involved in prepar-
ing the way for his arrival,

The one-time dissident, a
moral giant and an icon of de-
flance to communist tyranny,
is coming back to die in his
homeland apparently satisfied
with the democratic progress
of the new post-communist
Russia under Boris Yeltsin.

He was due to fly into
Vladivostok with his wife Na-
talya and two of his grown-up
sons from ﬁuwhnragﬂ Alaska
on Friday.

UN lifts mandatory arms
embargo against SA

UNITED NATIONS, May 26:
The Security Council Wednes-
day scrapped a 17-year-old
mandatory arms embargo
against South Africa following
the burying of apartheid and
the installation earlier this
month of a non-racial govern-
ment, reports Reuter.

The council's unanimous ac-
tion was taken at a meeting
held, symbolically, on Africa
Day and addressed by South
African Deputy President
Thabo Mkebi. He was the first
member of the country's new
government headed by Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela to speak

- in the world body.
The Council also rescinded
*a 1984 resolution urging all
states to refrain from import-
ing the’ pmductu of South
Africa’s own arms, industry, de-
veloped partly in response to
the UN ban.

The arms embargo, dating
from November 1977, was one
of the last 1 UN puni-
tive measure designed to force
an end to a

A series of non- binding
sanctions im by the UN
General Assembly in the eco-
nomic, sports and cultural
fields was lifted in recent years
as South Africa moved toward

becoming a non-racial democ-
racy.

South Africa has yet to re-
gion its seat in the 184-mem-
ber General Assembly and-re-
lated bodies from which it was
sumnended. in 1974 because of
its racial policies. This could
happen as early as next
months.

22 hﬁn as rival

groups clash
in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH, May 26: At
least 22 people, including six
women were wounded in a
series of clashes between two
rival greups at a village in
Jhenidah pourashava on
Wednesday, hospital sources
said, reports UNB.

Local people said the clash
ensued at the village Kalikamur
as a backlash of past enmmy
between a sitting pourashava
commissioner and the previ-
ous one.

Supporters of both the
groups attacked each other
with lethal weapons after hot
chase and counter chase in

the afternoon. Later it spread

to a residential area.

Seek divine

blessings for
dead hajis: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday prayed
to Almighty Allah for eternal
peace of the departed souls of
those Hajis who died while
performing the holy Hajj in
Makkah reports BSS.

In a message the Prime
Minister conveyed her sympa-
thy to the members of the be-
reaved [amilies of the late Ha-

‘The Prime Minister ap-
pealed to all for divine
blessings for the peace of the

US daily praises
economic growth
in Bangladesh

The Washington Times has
highly praised the economic
growth process in Bangladesh
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,

Chinese Premmr L1 Pang nmnmpmln his Russian mnterpnrt Viktor ﬂhernnmjrr-

din (R) during the welcoming ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yester-

| day.

B

— AFP photo

reports BSS.

The US daily in a report
Wednesday said "Bangladesh,
under the reform minded gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, has en-
joyed a period of fast economic
growth and has moved from
statist to market oriented de-
velopment emphasising for-
eign trade and investment.”

praise from the World Bank
which said “"the dirt-poor
south Asian nation has
achieved more progress than
is generally recognised
especially In food production,
family planning and child sur-

vival,” the report added.
Giving an actnuntrg the
economic growth duri the

last three years the report said
"After initlating the economic

reforms in 1991, Bangladesh’'s
export increased an average of
20 per cent a year. The budget
deficit declined from 7.7 per
cent to 5.4 per cent of gross
foreign exchange reserves in-
creased from 585 million US
dollars to 2. 197 billion dollars.
Inflation dropped to 1.3 per
cent from 9.3 per cent.

The report however, ob-
served that the export ori-
ented private investment is
needed to increase further
growth of economy and create
more employment opportunity
and reduce poverty.

In this connection, the daily
said quoting Ms Linda Lowen-
stein, a senior World Bank offi-
cial, "Bangladesh needs (o ac-
celerate its economic reform
as soon as possible or the in-
vestors whose attention the
reformist ment has cap-
tured will disappear.”

Top Kashmur
militant
killed

SRINAGAR, May 26: A top
militant of Hizbul Mujahideen
was killed in a shoot-out inci-
dent and nine others captured
besides a large quantity of
arms and ammunition were
seized across the Kashmir val-
ley by army troops since last
evening. reports PTI.

A Defence Ministry spo-
kesman said a Pakistan-trained
militant of outlawed Hizbul
Mujahideen was gunned down
in a sheot out during searches

at Rawalpora in Srinagar last
evening.

BA captain dies
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and the two co-pilots navigated
the p
said. “The manual does not say
the passengers should be in-
formed of such a death.”

The plane touched down at

Narita at 8:32 am (2332 GMT)
with the two British co-pilots
at the controls. the landing
was smooth and we didn't
know at all about the death, a
Tokyo company official told
the Japanese press.

But., to many of 270
Japanese among the passen-
gers, the incident was in in-
stant reminder of the China
Airlines Airbus crash at Nagoya
airport, central Japan, exactly
one month earlier.

Only seven of the 271 peo-
ple on board survived the
crash on April 26, which a
preliminary investigation has
pinned on equipment failure
and pilot problems.

NAM FMs' confce

From Page 1 Col 4

Bosnia-Herzegovina, the role of
the NAM, disarmamént and
international security, interna-
tional economic situation,
problems of LDCs, environ-

| ment and development.

The meeting will also con-
sider and select the venue of
the 11th NAM summit.

Officials said , as
an active member the HAM
will highlight its firm and
principled position on Pales-
tine and the Middle East,
Bosnia-Herzegoina and other
important political issues.

Dhaka will also play a posi-
tive role for revitalization of
the Neorth-South Dialogue,
South-South Cooperation and

nt.

The Bangladesh Foreign
Minister, during his stay in
Cairo, will meet his counter-
parts from other countries.
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The Midnight File

Angolan peace talks stalled

LUANDA, Zambia, May 26: Peace talks between the
Angolan government and UNITA rebels have stalled over how
the combatants would share power, a spokesman for the
rebels said Thursday. reports AP.

Jorge Valentim said efforts to resolve the impasse were
continuing. but that the government had declined to respond

to UNITA proposals on power-sharing made more than tweo
months ago

LTTE kills 5 Lankan troops

COLOMBO, May 26: Separatist Tamil rebels shot and killed
five Sri Lankan soldiers and wounded four in northeastern Sri
Lanka on Thursday military officials said, reports AP. .

departed souls of the Hajis in
cach and every mosgue during

These moves have drawn -

lane accordingly,” Suzuki -

The off-duty soldiers were in civilian clothes and traveling
in a wagon pulled by a tractor when the insurgents attacked

them at

Pulmoddai village in Trincomalee district. 255

kilometers northeast of Colombo, the officials said.
Cambodian leaders in DPRK
for peace talks

TOKYJ., May 26: Cambodian leaders including King

Norodom Sihanduk arrived in North Korea Thu

for

peace talks with the Khmer Rouge guerrilla group, the official
Korean Central News Agency reported, reports AP.

The agency.

momnitored in Tokyo.

said Cambodia's co-

premiers. Prince Norodom Ranariddh and Hun Sen, arrived
along with Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Samphan.

SANAA. May 26: The Ye
meni government in Sanaa
dismissed today a ceasefire
proposal from the breakaway
state in the south. saying it did
not recognise the southern
leaders who made it.
Reuter

Planning Minister Abdul-
Karim Al-Iryani. who is close
to Yemeni President Ali Abdul-

Wednesday. saying:" It is se-
cession in another form.”

AFP from Aden adds. north-
this port city today and
rumbling towards the Mukalla
headquarters of southern
leader Ali Salem Al-Baid.

A spokesman here said the

attack on Aden was a “"serious

Soviet-made Lunas were fired
at the airport.

One missile plunged into
the sea while the other was hit

in flight by anti-missile lire
and disintegrated, with debris
damaging cars.

Witnesses said a large col-
umn of northern tanks had left
Al-Ataq in the oil-rich eastern
Shawba province heading for
the port of Mukalla, 300 kilo-
metres away.

Baid quit Aden and set up

his birthplace Mukalla, from
where he declared the inde-

Accords with Hanoi
From Page 1 Col 4
dinner last night in honour of

the visiting minister.

At the dinner, Mostafiz said
that with the end of era of cold
war, the world was now mov-
ing towards inter-dependence
and multi-polarity.

"The developing countries
should strengthen their coor-
dination and cooperation to
preserve peace and stability
and promote economic
growth.” The establishment of
a new international political
and economic order would
benefit the mankind, he ob-
served.

Vietnamese FM
From Page 1 Col 5 _
Bangladesh's experience in
different development, pro-

grammes.

Nguyen apprised the Prime
Minister of his talks with For-
eign Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman and termed the dis-
cussions as fruitful.

He conveyed the greetings
and best wishes of the Viet-
namese Prime Minister to Be-
gum Zia and hoped that the re-
lations between Bangladesh
and Vietnam would be further
strengthened in the days
ahead.

- Begum Khaleda Zia pointed
out the similarities between
Bangladesh and Vietnam, say-
ing that both the countries had
fought for independence and
were now engaged in struggle
against poverty and in nation
building activities.

She said Bangladesh has
huge skilled manpower and
urged the Vietnamese Foreign
Minister to use Bangladeshi
manpower in bulilding their
infrastructure.

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh had recently
opened its mission in Vietnam
and invited Vietnam to open
its mission in Bangladesh soon
to further strenglhtn bilateral
ties.

Talking about economic re-
forms in Bangladesh, Begum
Zia said her government has
adopted reform programmes
for rapid economic develop-
ment and trade expansion.

She hoped that Bangladesh
and Vietnam would be able to
expand the bilateral economic
cooperation and trade.

Both the Prime Minister
and the Vietnamese Foreign
Minister expressed satisfaction
over the existing cordial and
friendly relations between the
two countries.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman, Foreign
Secretary AR Osmani and
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister ANM Yusuf

were present.

reports

lah Saleh, spoke to the agency

of the proposal made late on

ern forces fired two missiles at

despatched a column of tanks

escalation of the war™ after two

base 600 kilometres away in

North Yemen dismisses
South's truce offer

pendence of the breakaway
Yemen Democratic Republic
ending four years of troubled
union in Yemen.

The Missile attack came
just two days after a southern
missile slammed into a densely
populated area of the northern
capital Sanaa, killing at least
13 people and wounding more
than 100.

It showed the "Sanaa gov-
ernment’s lack of credibility—
on one hand it says it is ready
to accept a ceasefire” while on
the other hand it fires missiles
at Aden,” a southern
spokesman charged.

Teachers’ body
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cepted by the government.

The non-government
teachers and employees began
an indefinite strike on April 18
last.

The meeting, held at the
office of the Bangladesh
Teachers Association
(Quamruzzaman) also condoled
the deaths of journalist, litter-
ateur Mohammad Nasiruddin
and the Assistant Director of
the Directorate of Education,
Dr Mohsin Ali.

Liaison commitiee coordi-
nator Quazi Faruque Ahmed
and other leaders, including
Choudhury Korshed Alam, Az-
izul Haq Shah, Prof Asadul
Haq. Azizul Islam and Abdul

Awal Siddiqi, addressed the
meeting.
Meanwhile, the llaison

commitiee has called upon the
striking teachers to make the

June 11 sit-in a success.

Rafiq

From Page 1 Col 7

sions between the ruling party
and the Opposition before the

upcoming budget session. The
essence of democracy is reso-
lution of crises and conflicts
through discussions between
the sides, he said.

Asked to comment on the
opposition demand for elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-

ernment, the minister said if

they were so serious about it,
they could table a bill in Par-

liament and initiate a full-dress

debate on the subject.

“Let the learned members
of the Opposition discuss the
concept of elections under a
caretaker government in all its
ramifications and ftry to con-
vince the government party of
its effectiveness in
ing the foundation of demuc
racy, as they often argue,”
Rafiq said. “If the Opposition .
members can convince us of
its effectiveness, we may as
well change our mind and
support it,” assured the minis-
ter.

He., however, went on to
add that a caretaker govern-
ment could by no means guar-
antee free and fair or
pruvid: an effective™check
against the adoption of unfair
means in elections.

In support of his con-
tention, he cited specific ex-
amples of how voting was
rigged during the 1991 elec-
tions under Justice Shahabud-
din's caretaker government.
He said he had f a victim
to rigging and unfair means in
that election. With great diffi-
culty he managed to withstand
the “conspiracy of the un-
democratic forces’ in that
election.

“If the opposition parties
really seek free and fair elec-
tions, they should call for ef-
fective deterrents against the
use of black money and mas-
tans who let loose hell in polls
in our country.”

The Opposition should also
call for arming the E
Commission with much wider
powers which supersede those
of the executive fer the pur-
pose of conducting elections.
Certain other mechanisms can
also be devised to it ex-
ecutive interference in the af-
fairs of the Election Commis-
SO

He said only such effective
safeguards against undemo
cratic practices could ensure
free and fair elections in this
Coumry.



