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Rao urged to open talks with Pakistan

== e

PUBLIC
|  DEBATE

WASHINGTON, May 20:
President Clinton Thursday
urged Indian Prime Minister P
V Narasimha Rao to engage in
a constructive dialogue with
Pakistan over the future of dis-

) SR

puted Kashmir, reports

Reuter. '
But he made his appeal
Today, on Page 4, oli without rancour and the two
Ahmed, Bir Bikram, leaders, after talks described
Minister for Communi- as friendly and productive,

went out of their way to signal
closer ties between two coun-
tries who have had strained re-
lations in the past.

"Today we began what I
hope will be a very close work-
ing relationship as our two
countries forge a stronger
partnership.” Clinton told a
news conference "our nations

cation iﬂl’llf Member,
Standing Committee,
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party argues against
holding the next general
elections under a care-

share many common values,
and speaking as friends, we
explored ways to deepen our
ites and to expand coopera-
tion.”

Said Rao: "The President
and | agreed that we have in
unprecedented opportunity to
free India-US bilateral rela-
tions from the distortions in-
duced by the coldwar.”

In the first
Indian Prime Minister to the
White House since Rajiv Gan-
dhi in 1987, Clinton pointedly
declined to criticise India for
alleged human rights abuses in
Kashmir and for pursuing a
nuclear weapons programine,

"We have some things that
we have agreed to continue to
discuss with regard to the hu-

visit by an,

Clinton tones down stand
on Kashmir, N-issues

man rights issue and the pro-
liferation issue, and we will
continue to discuss them,” said
Clinton.

He said at another point,
"when two nations are friends,
it doesn't mean that they agree

should. But in the context of
their friendly relationships,
they are then able to discuss
differences, problems or issues
between them."

As he spoke, several hun-
,dred people demonstrated
agajnat Indian policies in Kash-
mir in Lafayette Park across
the street from the White
House.

India and Pakistan have
fought two wars over the dis-

See Page 12 Col 6 )

International

South Yemeni forces
retreat from a strategic
base near Aden

On June 6 Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman will present his
fourth budget under the pre
sent government. With the
| next elections not too far away
there is a lot of specuiation
that the fourth budget will be
'softer’ than the previous ones.

In his last three budgets
Saifur Rahman has tried quite
aggressively to raise invesi
ment in the economy. To
achieve this he needed to raise
the rate of savings first. Thus.

Pakistani best selling n the F"-E; budget he went
- aller raisin MmaoTe iCs

author TEh[.mM reducing unproductive expen

Durrani diture so that increased public

Page 5 saving can boost the domestic

savings raie. |
In the second budget Saiiur
)' Rahman continued to push for
more revenue and. simultane-
ously, focused nn industyy. in

R & n*.

Business

Uncertamndy grips US-

News Analysis _
Budget : The soft option

By A Special Correspondent

investors interested in invest-
ing more in export-oriented
industries.

The third budget main-
tained the push for generation
of higher savings through col-
lection of increased tax rev-
enue and further liberalised
imports.

In the last three years the
economy has seen a number of
positive developments. The
proportion of the GDP that is
invested has increased from
11 per cent to 14.5 per cent,
according to the Planning
Commission. The imbalance
between lnmnrts'am‘l exports
has been more than halved.
Foreign exchange reserves are
at an extremely comfortable
level. And. although loreign in-
vesiment of any significant
Sl 18 veEr tor o eninE Il 1
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Japan trade t"alkﬂu the hope ol making the prn-m
European states
seeking to hft

minimum wage levels

-Minister refuses to be brow-beaten

in South, alleges
Mahathir
Pages 6,7

Rising Stars

An uneasy situation has
been prevailing for the past
two months at the Zia Inter
national Airport (ZIA) with the

empiloyees agitating for rea

A letter from the
Ministry of
Adolescence: Tidbits: A

: : lisation of their |7-point
wn t, : :
Tﬂr T hET? c?ﬁhfe
Just for you, an : As the employees staged

| Page 8 demonstrations at the airport
to press home their demands
the authorities suspended six
leaders of the workers and
charge-sheeted two of them
Police was also deployed ;
the headquarters of the Civi
Aviation Authority of Bang
ladesh (CAAB) to ensure nor
mal functioning

The employees will go for a
fresh action programme early
next month, sources said

State Minister Ior Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul

I,Hmrm.n, however said alterna

Metmﬂitan

Agitating CAAB staff
threaten fresh action

By Asiuzzaman

tive arrangements have been
made to face any emergency
situation.

Even if all the 3.000 em
ployees go on strike at a timme,
they can disrupt operations at
the airports only for hall an
hour.,” Mannan told The Daily
Star

The 17 point demands of
ithe employees include trade
union rights, aviation allo-
wance, profit bonus, technical
allowance. increase of laundry
and some other allowances and
increased housing and medical
facilities.

Some 3 200 employees al
the seven airports of CAAB
have been agitating at the call
of the Civil Aviation Karma
chari Oikya Jote

‘The authorites had ac
See Page 12 Col 1.

HOLIDAY l
The offices of The Phily Skar will
remain closed from May 21 to
23 on the occasion of Eid-ul-
Azha. Therefore, there will be,

no issue of the newspaper
from May 22 to 24.

NEWS BRIEFS

1 killed, 30 hurt

L] -

in road mishap
From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR. May 20: An uni-
dentified villager was killed
and 30 others were injured 1
when two passenger buses col
lided at Tong) Bazar.

Ten of the injured were
sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital while seven
others were under treatment |

at Tongi Hospital

Fire at Bangkok
tourist hotel

BANGKOK., May 20: Hun-
dreds of hotel guesis fled a
blaze in a central Bangkok
tourist hotel late Thursday but
no injuries were reporied. The
fire in the 1. 000-room
Ambassador Hotel on busy

Sukhumwit road broke out in a
third-floor room and was put

Misz Australia Michelle van Eimeren, 22
ge yesterday during the dress rehearsal
out after an hour, police said the Mise Universe finals live starting at 0840 BST today

walk on Lhe sba-
MM will telecast

- ning with prabhat ferf',

Companies Act,

Pak opposition
deplores 'secret
deal' with US on
N-inspection

ISLAMABAD. May 20: Pa-
kistan opposition today ac-
cused the government of en-
tering into a secret deal with
the United States to open the
country's nuclear facilities to
inspection, reports AFP.

The opposition attack came
after Foreign Minister Assef
Ahmed Ali said Wednesday that
Islamabad was ready to con-
sider proposals from the
United States on 'non-intru-
sive’ means to verify that
Pakistan was not producing
nuclear weapons.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition Pakistan Muslim League,
Nawaz Sharif, a former Prime
Minister, said "To agree to
non-intrusive verification me-
ans inspection which is worse

than a roll back.”
The Forrign Ministers sla
'L""EII[‘IIL "_Juiul- .u‘__‘; jl:.j- :rﬂl;ﬁld""

tani President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari's departure on & pri-
vate visit to the United States
Lo meet US officials.

Buddha Purnima
May 24

By Staff Correspondent

Buddha Purpima, the most
sacred festival of the Buddhist
Community will be celebrated
all over the country on May 24.

The day is a public holiday.

Buddha Purnima — the full
moon day in the month of
'‘Baishakh’ — commemorates

| three most significant events

of Lord Buddha's life. On the
same day — he was born, at-
tained supreme enlightenment
and passed away.

Nearly 10 lakh Buddhists of
Bangladesh, mostly based iIn
Chittagong. Chittagong Hill
Tracts, Cox's Bazar., Comilla,
Noakhali and Patuakhali will
celebrate the festival through
day long programmes begin-
the
baretoot march in the dawn.
Prayers, Buddha Puja, Pan
Panchasil, offering to monks,
religious meetings and (llumi-
nation in the evening are the
other highlights of the day.

Draft law to

further control
| NGOs

By Masud Hasan Khan

The government has dra-
fted a law to have more su-
pervisory powers over the
country's socio-cultural bodies
as well as private voluntary de-
velopment organisations, bet-
ter known as the NGOs, official
sources said.

An |]1-member committee,
headed by an additional secre-
tary of the Finance Ministry,
prepared the draft Bangladesh
Voluntary Activities (Regula-
tHon) Act. 1993 seeking repeal
of five older laws like The
Societies Registration Act,
1860; Section 26 of the
1913, Volun
tary Social Wellare Agencies
(Regulation and Control)
Ordinance 1981, The Foreign
Donation (Veluntary Activities)
Regulation Ordinance 1978
and the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Ordinance, 1982

The drafi law provides that
no soctal and cultural organisa-
tion. NGOs and the service
clubs would operate in the
country without approval of the
authorities

These organisations have (o
regularly submit reports on
thetr activities to the registra
tton authorities showing the
state of their financial aflairs

Sources said that under the

See Page 12 Col 8

"on everything or that they |

second biggest festival

Eid-ul-Azha

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent |

The holy Eid-ul-Azha, the
of the
Muslims, will be celebrated
tomorrow.

A three-day public holiday

today.

begi’[ﬁ Muslims of the country
will sacrifice cattle, goats and
sheep celebrating the Eid. The
occasion commemorates the
first such sacrifice of Hazrat
Ibrahim (RA) hundreds of
years ago.

In a message on the occa-
sion, President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has urged the country-
men to be imbibed with the
spirit of self-sacrifice for pros-
perity in all spheres. "We have
to dedicate ourselves in realis-
ing the significance of sacri-’
fice," the President said.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in her message
said, "the significance of holy
Eid-ul-Azha is to seek nearness

See Page 12 Col 4
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PM offers prayers at Arafat

2m perform Hajj

ARAFAT, Saudi Arabia, May
20: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today performed

dhe holy Hajj here with over '

two million Muslims assem-

bled from six continents, re- |

ports BSS.

Over two million Muslims
surrendered to Almighty Allah,
chanting in unison, "Labbaek
Allahumah Labbaek" (Oh Allah I
am before you) on the vast
plain of Mount Arafat.

Begum Zija offered com-
bined Zohr and Asr prayers at
Arafat.

The Prime Minister de-
scended to the Muzadalifa val-

ley before sunset and offered
Maghreb and Esha prayers .

there. After staying at Muzada-
lifa past midnight Friday she is
scheduled to proceed towards
Mina for the ritual of stoning at
Zamarah early Saturday mor-

* ning. She will then proceed

towards the Haram Sharif at
Makkah and will perform
Tawaf-e-Ziarat there,

Begum Zia, who has come
to Saucli Arabia at the invitation
of the Custodian of the two
Holy Mosques King Fahd bin-
Abdul Aziz, performed Umrah
yesterday in Makkah and took

part in a special prayer, seek-

_ ing peace, prosperity and wel-

fare of the people, develop-
ment and progress of Bangla-
desh and solidarity uf the
Muslim world.

AFP from Jeddah adds
Saudi Authorities said the Hayjj
had passed off without inci-
dent despite threats from Ira-
nian pilgrims to hold an anti-
US demonstration in defiance
of a Saudi ban.

Somée 62 million cold water
capsules donated by Saudi King
Fahd were distributed to the
E:c Page 12 Col B
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Greetings

The Buily Star wishes its rea-
ders and patrons a very
happy Eid.

L i
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W

nrh and poor, from all, over tim wurld ﬂnm:-mble-d at Muunt Arafat n baudj Arahla
yaster ny to listew to the sermen, the most important ritdal of the annual Hajj pllgrmﬁ
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Suranjlt may
join AL
By Nazmul Ashraf

Veteran parliamentarian
and a leader of the Ganatantri
Party (GP) Suranjit Sengupta is
likely to join the Awami League
(AL).

He has already informed AL
chief Sheikh Hasina of his
desire to join her party. In a
letter to Hasina, he expressed
his confidence in her leader-
ship, AL sources said’

Suranjit had been in touch
with AL leaders about his
joining the party since long.
However, for the first time he
has now written a letter to the
party chief in this regard.

The letter was sent on May
4. three days before Hasina left
for Japan, said an AL source,
who managed a copy of the
letter. The AL chief is now
back home,

Suranjit was not available

for his comment in this

. regard.

Jackie O.nmu
dead

NEW YORK. May 20

Jac

queling Kennedy Onassis.

whose glamour epitomised the
administration of John F Kenn

dy and whose . dignity carried
the mation through the shock
of his assassination. has died of
canger. She was 64, reports
AF.

The woman who craved pri
vacy and shunned the limelight
for decades died Thursday
night with a cluster of TV vans
satellite dishes and cameras
parked outside her Filth
Avenue apartment building. a
testament to the public's en
durfing fascination with her

The former first lady's chil
dren. Caroline Kennedy Sch

See Page 12 Col 4
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Meet just demands of

teachers: Hasina

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday called
for meeting the just demands
of the striking teachers, saying
that development of education
is not possible without re-
dressing the grievances of
teachers and employees, re-
ports UNB.

Hasina made the call when
a delegation of central teach-
ers action liaison committee
mel her at 29 Minto Road
yesterday evening. The liaison
committee leaders apprised
her of their current movement
and future programmes to
press home their demands
which include higher pay and
other financial benefits.

The liaison committee was
represented by Mohammad
@amruzzaman, Dr M Akhtaru-
zzaman, Principal Kazi Faruq
Ahmed, S M Habibur Rahman.
Mrs Hena Das, Mohammad
Gulzar Hossain, K M Jamal-
uddin, Chowdhury Khurshid

Alam, A N Rashed. M A Awal
Siddique, Hasina Parvin, Afzal
Mia. Prof Rana Ahmed, Prof
Hosne Ara. Principal Mohd
Akram Hossain, Principal Badi-
uzzaman, Prof Abdul Gaffar,
Azizul Islam, Principal Zahirul
Islam, Azizul Hagq Shah, Shahi-
dur Rahman and Prof Golam
Mohiuddin.

Expressing concern at the
government's attitude towards
the demand of the non-gov-
ernment teachers, the opposi-
tion leader criticised the rul-
ing party for police 'oppre-
ssion’' on teachers and for not
implementing the agreement
signed with them.

It has become a practice of
the government for violating
its own agreements with dif-
ferent professional groups in-
cluding teachers, workers,
employees and even with the
opposition, Hasina observed.

She said that the country's

See Page 12 Col 7

DPRK won't yield to

. pressure : Kim

TOKYO, May 20: President
Kim I1-Sung. facing possible
UN action over his suspected
nuclear weapons plans, insists
North Korea will never yleld to
international pressure on the
issue, the state news agency
sdid today. reports Reuter.

The Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA), menitered in
Tokyo. said Kim told a Cuban
visitor the crisis must be re-
solved through direct talks
with the United States

Solzhenitsyn
returns home

May 27

NEW YORK, May 20: Ale-
xander Solzhenitsyn will end
20 years in exile and return to
Russia on May 27 his wife said
Friday, reports AP

In a statement faxed to The
Associated Press, Natalia Solz
-henitsyn said the family would
fly to Viadivostok, Russia. from
Anchorage, Alaska, and that
Solzhenitsyn would “begin a

trip across Russip in order to
acquaint himsell with the
current conditien of oul
homeland.”

She did not give detalls ol
their travel plans except to say

that they would arrive in
Russia on May 27

Printing the text of an April
4d3 interview with the head of
the Prensa Latina News
Agency, KCNA said North
Korea's revered “great leader”
accused Washington of mobilis
ing international organisations
to bring pressure on the coun
try despite its clear denials of
any hidden nuclear agenda.

“We have developed nuclear
facilities by our own efforts and
technology to strengthen the
country's power industry
base,” Kim said

“*Our nuclear programme is
to all intents and purposes
peaceful. We have clarified
more than once that we have
neither any intention nor ca
pability to develop nuclear
weapons

“We feel no need to develop
them and. even if we were (o
manufacture one or two ol
them. they would be useless

Although spoken more than
a month ago, Kim's denials ap
peared as the [UN's atomic
watchdog accused his stalinist
state of a sertous vielation ol
the nuclear safeguard agree
ment

The International Atomic
Energy Agency said on Thurs
day North Korea had begun
removing spent fuel [rom the
reactor at its huge nuclear
complex at Yongbyon

“Eid day hkely
to be rainy

There will be ‘sun and
shower' today and tomorrow
(Eid day) almost all over the
country as well as in the
capital, reports UNB.

“The onset of the south-
westerly monsoon which
ushers the railny season, is
approaching.” Sajedur Rah-
man, Deputy Director of the
Stormm Warning Centre at the
Met office told the agency
yesierday.

He said the hot speil which
was prevailing all over the
country is eover and the
temperature is unlikely to rise
any further.

Sajedur said the recent
heavy rainfall all over- the
country certainly would help
the growth of summer crops.

City's main
congregations

By Staff Correspondent

The main Eid congregation
11 tie vapital will be held at
the National Eidgah in the
Supreme Courl premises at
7:30 am Sunday.

In case of inclement wea-
ther, it will be held at Baitul -
Mukarram National Mosque at
the same time.

Four Eid congregations will
be held at the Baitul Mukarram
Meosque. The first congregation
will be held at 6:30 am, the
second at 7:30, the third at
8:30 and the last at 9:15 am.

The Maghbazar T and T
Colony Jame Mosque Commi-
ttee will organise a prayer at
the colony mosque at 7:00 am.

An’ Eid congregation will be
held at the Dhanmondi Eidgah
Maidan at 7:30 am.

Bangladesh Rifles will hold
its prayer at the Pilkhana
Central Jame Mosque at 7:30
am and another at the number
10 Pilkhana mosque at 9:30
am.

Two Eid congregations will
be held at Rajarbag Police
Lines one at 8:00 am and the
other at 9:30 am.

The time table of other
congregations to be held in the
metropolis are: Mirpur Outer
Stadium — 7:00 am, Aminbug
Jame Mosque — 7:00. Star
Mosque — 7:30, Uttar Mug-
dapara Jame Mosque — 7:30,
Nurjahan Road Baitul Fazle
Mosque — one at 7:30 and the
other at 8:15, Abu Jar Gifari
College premises — 7:30, Mo-
hammadpur Pisciculture Ho-
using Society Mosque — 7:30
and Ajimpur Government Em-
ployees Community Centre
premises at 7:30 am.

4 officials of
fishing company
granted bail

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 20: Four
officials, including two direc-
tors of Sea Resources Litd, a big
joint venture fishing company,
were reieased on interim bail
granted by the court here yes-
terday

They were arrested by Port
Police on May 7 under the
Special Powers Act.

Meanwhile all navigational
and communication equipment
seized by the Port Police from
two godowns of Sea Resources
Ltd were shifted to the Cus-
touns godown in the presence
of a magistrate.

Police claimed the equip-
ment were seized because the
company officials could not
produce proper documents.
But company officlals sald de-
spite necessary documents po-
lice had seized those

Company officials said the
documents were submitted to
the court on May 8 but police
still ralded the godowns and
seized the goods.



