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Syria rejects phased|

return of Golan

DAMASCLIS, May 18: US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher today briefed
President Hafiz Al-Assad on his
talks with Israell leaders as the
official press dismissed the
idea of a phased return of the
Golan Heights, reports AFP

Christopher was met on ar
rival from Israel by Syrian For-
eign Minister Faruq Al-Shara
and went directly to the presi
dential palace.

As the US envoy brought his
peace mission back to Syria,
the official Ath-Thawra daily
said: "Syria firmly and categor
ically rejects partial solutions
as well as a phased withdrawal
from the Golan.” which Israel
has proposed.

"We will not accept any Is-
raeli presence on a single inch
of the Golan.," the newspaper
said. .

Israel has proposed a with-
drawal over several years from
the Heights, which it capturtd
in 1967 and annexed in 1981.

The Washington Post, citing
unnamed officials involved in
the mediation between Israel
and Syria, said Damascus has
shown a keen interest in an Is-

raeli offer for a three-stage
pullout in exchange lor peace
Israel wanted International

monitors and electronic de
vices installed on the plateau, a
demilitarised rone extending

to neighbouring parts ol Syria
the Post sald quoting unnamed
officials involved in the media
tion

Syria's response to the pro
posals prompted Christopher's
return to the Syrian capital

after his talks in Israel. the
paper said
Christopher said in Israel

he would try to "find a com

mon basis between the parties”
during his new talks with Syr

ian officials and that he had
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's
encouragement to return to
Damascus. .

Rabin commented: "If the
Secretary of State, has decided
to return this week to Syria to
pursue the negotiations there,
there is perhaps a glimmer of
hope.

"We have to extract every-
thing we can from this oppor-
tunity. I believe Christopher
will find a joint basis for dia
logue,” hes added.

'People's participation a must
“to protect environment'

By Staff Correspondent

Forest and Environment
Minister Col (Retd) M Akbar
Hossain yesterday said in-
creased participation of the
people is a must for facing the
environmental challenges of
the country.

The minister was address-
ing as chief guest the conclud-
ing session of a grassroots level
workshop organised by the
National Environment Manage-
ment Action Plan (NEMAP) at
Sreepur of Gazipur district.

The concluding session was
also addressed by Michael
Constable, Acting Represen-
tative of the UNDP Resident
Mission and ADAB chairperson
Khushi Kabir,

Couple caught

‘giving proxy
in SSC exam

. CHANDPUR, May 18: A yo-
ung couple was caught red
handed while giving proxy for
each other in the SSC exami-
nation eentre at Faridganj A R
High School on May 12, re-

ports UNB.

According to p{:]lft Mi-
zanur Rahman, who already
passed the examination in
first division 1993 again

filled up the fprm along with
his wife Parul m this year
from the same school just to

give proxy for his wife.
In the examination centre

he used to put his wife's roll
and registration numbers in
his answer scripts while* his
wife Parul used to do so in
favour of her husband.

In this way, they sat for
Bangla, English and General
Mathematics examinations but
on the day of General Science
the matter came to light. The
authorities caught both the
husband and wife and sent
them to the jail.

Rao vows
. From Page 1 Col 4

try's "integrit
About 8, 500 people have

been killed since the four-
" decade-old insurgency flared
up in 1990 in the state.

- Outside the auditorium
~ where Rao spoke, a group of
about 40 dmmmtratm repre-
senting a variety of ‘groups.
chanted, "Stop the Killing.
Stop the Rape.” Some carried
sings that read, "Freedom for

All. Freedom for Kashmir."

But Seraj Ul Haque of
Braintree said he was there to
protest Indian construction of
a dam that he says will depﬂve
Btnﬂ desh of water. -

Akbar said all the govern-
ment efforts for environmental
protection are will be futile if
the people cannot be involved
in the process.

Emphasising the need for
increasing awareness of the
people on the matter, he said
the NGOs of the country can
play a great role.

Urging the people to make
the tree plantation programme
a success, the minister said
the programme would not only
help protect the environment,
but also help increase the in-
come of the people.

Michael Constable said
since Bangladesh is a densely

-populated country the partici-

pation of the local people in
environmental programmes is
very important.

The UNDP official hailed
the joint efforts of the gov-
ernment and the NGOs for
protecting environment saying
it is a very powerful combina-
tion to make the programme a
SUCCESS.

He also called upon the
‘NGOs to crédie consciousness
among the people about envi-
ronment, as he said, it would
be easy for them since they
have access to the people.

NATO to offer
Russia special
partnership

BRUSSELS, May 18: NATO
agreed today to offer Russia a
special partnership following

Moscow's refusal to sign the

'‘partnership for peace' scheme
and its increasingly anti-west-
ern line, alliance sources said
reports Reuter.

Ambassadors from the 161

alliance nations agreed that a
special partnership with Rus-
sia, which could include extra
consultations on European se-
curity issues, was needed Lo
‘take into account its size and
weight' said one NATO source.

It would be entirely sepa-
rate from the ‘partnership for
peace' scheme, which is open
to all eastern European states
and former Soviet republics.

In addition, NATO agreed
that other eastern European
states and former Soviet re-
publics would have the right to
know the full details of any
special arrangement between
the alliance and Russia, the
sources added.

"It will have to be open and
transparent,” the sources said.
The sources said there was no
question of giving Russia any
w:tu over NATO decisions.

PM prays
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this morning
Earlier. the Prime Minister

was taken to the air condition-
ing plant of the Masjid-e-
Nabubi located about 7 kilome
ters off from the mosque. The
plant, the biggest in the world,
was sel under the expansion
scheme of the two holy
mosques at the initiative of
King Fahd to provide modern
facilities to the millions of pil-
grims, who assembled every
year to the holy mosques from
all around the world.

Begum Zia, who arrived
here vesterday morning by a
special aircraft form Jeddah,
went round different sections
of the plant and was impressed
to see the modern air condi-
tioning system which pumps
chilled water through under-
ground pipes all the way from
the plant to the Masjid-e-
Nabubi. Cooled air is also circu-
lated from underground pipes
to the entire area of the
mosque through air trunks
built in every pillar of the holy
mosque.

Special envoy to the Prime
Minister, M Morshed Khan,
Statg Minister for Cultural
Affairs Professor Begum Jaha-
nara, Red Crescent Society
Chairman Shahidul’ Hoq Jamal
MF, Shahiduzzaman MP and
other members of the ento-
urage were present. '

After offering the Asr pra-
yvers at Masjid-e-Nabubi here
this afternoon, the Prime Mi-
nister visited some places of
important historical sigmnifi-
cance like the jannatul baki,
Masjid-e-Quba, Masjid-e-Kib-
latine and the site of the battle
of Khandakh™ here in Madina
Al-Manawara.

Begum Zia is scheduled to
return to Makkah tomorrow to
perferm Umrah there.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia offering munajat at the Rauza Mubarak
Muhammad (SM) at Masjid-e-Nabubi in Medina Al-Munawwara on Tuesday

: of Prophet
— l:”_] photo

Gaza Strip and Jeﬁchu
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Myanmar welcomes

Rohingyas back home

By Staff Correspondent

Trade Minister of Myanmar
Lt General Tun Kyl yesterday
said that his ment wel-
comed the Rohingya refugees
back home and would make
every arrangement for their
proper rehabilitation

‘I promise that we ®=quid
receive back everyone thae you
send.”

Tun Kyi, who is the second
man in the Myanmar govern-
ment, while responding to
newsmen's questions after sig-
ning the border trade agree-
ment at the state guest house
Padma, said that over 1 lakh
refugees had already been
cleared "for returning home by
my government.”

He stated categorically "the-
re must be something wrong
somewhere which Is preven-
ting them from returning” and
added "what can we do if they
do not come.”

The Myanmar minister was
making an oblique reference to
the UNHCR which was in-
volved in the repatriation pro-

] L)
AC Milan magic
By Sports Reporter
Star-studded Italian club side
AC Milan trounced Spanish
giants Barcelona 4-0 in the final
of the UEFA Cuap football cham-
pionship at the Olympic Stad-
ium in Athens, Greece last

night.
AC led 2-0 at halftime

Palestinian policemen are being carriéed on shoulders by the crowd at the command
headquarters in Gaza city yesterday. The Israeli army pulled out of its last positions in Gaza
city, completing its withdrawal from the nawly—autunumﬂuﬂ Palestinian territories of the

cess since it cleared the list ol

refugees.
un Kyi said. that in 1978, a

similar refugee problem was
created but the matter was
solved bilaterally,

Nearly 2.60. 000 Rohingya
Muslims from Arakan fled
their homes since early 1992
alleging persecution by the
military. Myammar authorities,
however, refuted the allega-
tions Till now only about
50,000 of the Rohingyas have
gone back.

Servant shot
By Staff Correspondent

A domestic servant was in-
jured when a bullet fired ac®i-
dentally from a pistol hit him
at a Naya Paltan House in the
capital yesterday afternoon.

Police say, Nurul Huda, 17
suffered bullet wounds on his
chest when a school student
Sayeef, pulled the trigger of
the pistol accidentally while
playing word games.

The condition of Huda was
stated to be critical. He is un-
der treatment at the Moha-
khali Chest Diseases Hospital.

Motijheel police said the
pistol was a personal weapon
of jor Moin who is now in
Bosnia as a UN peacekeeper,
The major left his pistol with
his brother Mukit. The son of
Mukit laid his hands on the
pistol while Mukit was out of
the house.

The police picked up Sayeef
12 and his father Abdul Mukit,
for interrogation.

— AFP photo

Border trade with Yangon
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the existing General Trade

Agreement (GATT).
The Sonali Bank and the

Bank of Myanmar would be in-
volved in matters of tradc
transactions.

Lt. General Tun Kyi, whu is

a key member of the State Law
and Order Restoration Council

(SLORC) in reply to a question
from newsmen said that in fu-

ture it might be possible to ex-

tend visa facilities at border

‘points if "progress continued
in the right direction."”

Tun Kyi said that Myanmar
believed in an independent
foreign trade policy and it had
and will continue to enhance
trading with all countries of
the world except those embar-

goed by the United Nations.
Shamsul Islam read out a

list of items that are likely to
be traded across the border of

the two countries.

He said jute, jute goods,
cosmetics, toiletries,
newsprint, and pharmaceutical
products*are likely to be sold
to Myanmar through the
agreement while rice, timber,

forest products, betel nuts and |

shrimps are likely to be im-
ported from Myanmar.

He said the lists are oply
indicative and not exhaustive.

"Both the countries have
advantages, which could be
exploited,” the minister ex-
plained.

The Myanmar delegation
led by Lt. Gen Tun Kyi, which
had an eight-day stay in Dhaka,
arrived in Bangladesh via
Chittagong on May 12.

Tun Kyi said he had a very
fruitful visit and had meetings
with the President, the Prime
Minister and six nlinisters.

He said that he had
“friendly discussions” with all
Bangladeshi leaders.

SWOorn in

NEW DELHI, May 18: In-
dia’s northeastern state of
Sikkim swore in a new Chief
Minister today after the f8rmer
leader was toppled by party ri-
vals in a no-confidence vote,
domestic news agencies said,
reports Reuter.

Sanchaman Limboo, the
who led a revolt within the rul-
ing Sikkim Sangram Parishad,
was sworn in at Sikkim's capi-
tal Gangtok, ending the 15-
year rule of Nar Bahadur
Bhandari.

Seven ministers were swo-
rm in with Limboo and the
cabinet was likely to be ex-
panded in a day or two, the
agencies said.

Bhandari's government lost

votes on Tuesday in the 32-
| member state assemhly, six
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'p months before its third five-
| year term was to end.

All 16 votes against Bhan-
dari were by rivals within his
own party, which holds all but
one seat in the assembly. The

lone opposition member
| abstained.

New CM of Sikkim |

former state health minister

a vote of confidence by two

Fate of ﬁshmg company
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crore to the Customd godown
in the presence of a magistrate
and Customs officials.

Port Police, in a sudden
raid on April 26, sealed two
godowns of the company and
made a seizure list of 380
items, including fishing nets,
spare parts of the fishing
trawlers, communication sets
and other deep-sea fishing re-
lated equipment.

Port Police said the equip-
ment were seized as the com-
pany could not produce any
valid documents against those

goods. Police also grrested four

officials of the company, in-
cluding two directors.

Meanwhile, Public Relations
Officer and spokesman of the
company Shamsul Arefin told
The Daily Star that the whole
incident involving Sea Re-
sources Ltd was nothing but a
conspiracy hatched Qy a vested
quarter in collusion with the
police with an ulterior motive
to destroy the biggest joint
venture enterprise.

Arefin said police had
seized equipment of the com-
pany although ft had valid
documents for those.

(NPT).

Police even refused to see
the documents when the com-
paﬂy officials produced those,

~ Arefin alleged. Police, however.

denied this.

The spokesman also said.
that the documents were sub-
mitted to the Chittagong court
on May.8 but even then police
seized all the navigational
equipment and communication
sets of the company.

He also alleged that police
frequently subjected company
officlals to harassment in the
name of interrogation.

He apprehended that if
such harassment continued

* foreign joint venture investors

would rethink and most likely

pack up their businesses from

here.

Pakistan
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Pakistan says it is ready to

‘sign the NPT if Delhi signs at

the same time.

Washington last month
launched an initiative in Islam-
abad and Delhi to dampen
what it sees as the possibility
of a nuclear war over the
neighbours' disputed state of
Kashmir,

|

Indian smuggler
dies in police
custody

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. May |8: An arres-
ted Indian citizen died in the
Gowainghat thana hajat of Sy-
Ihet district Monday morning.
The victim. Ahmed Hossain.
was arrested on Saturday after-
noon along with another Bang-
ladesh citizen. Abdul Mannan.

They were caught from
Salutikor bazar area of Sylhet
sadar thana along with 598
units of forged Bangladeshi
notes of 500-Taka denomina-
tions. Two other accomplices
however, managed to escape
arrest. The BDR personnel
later handed ower the appre-
hended persons to the police,
and filed a case against them.

Police termed the death as
a case of suicide. Police also
said, the victim Ahmed Ho-
ssain of Kuchai PS under
Kachhar district of Assam had
been a member of an interna-
tional gang engaged in smug-
gling of eurrency and other
items.

The body of the victim was
sent to the Sylhet M A G Os-
many Medical College Hospital
for post mortem examination.
High police officials from Sy-
Ihet visited Gowainghat thana.
yesterday

Two killed in

road mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons. one of them a

Bangladesh Air Force officlal,
were killed in separate road

accidents in the city yesterday.
A flight sergeant of
Bangladesh Air Force, Tajul
Islam, 30, was killed when a
minibus ran over him at
Kurmitola under Cantorunent
police station at 2:30 pm.
Tajul Islam was returning
home from work by a bicycle
when the accident happened.
The flight sergeant was rushed
to the Combined Military
Hospital (CMH) where doctors
declared him dead.
Cantonment police seized
the minibus and arrested its
driver Mohammad Shahidullah.
In another accident. a
pedestrian, Khaleq, 30. run
over by a speeding truck, died
on the spot at Gabtoll bus ter-
minal around 4:30 pm. The
truck sped away immediately
after the accident, Mirpur po-
lice said. Khaleq's body was
sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH]
morgue for autopsy.

Opinion poll
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government and the rest 28.2
per cent stood against it. Sixty-
six point eight per cent of the
190 businessmen, 82.9 per
cent of the 70 professionals,
55.9 per cent of the 202 stu-
dents and 86 per cent of the
57 feachers and 74 per cent of
the 131 workers covered un-
der the survey.

Among the respondents wi-
th different educational at-
tainments, the idea of elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment is supported by 69.6
per cent of those who have a
bachelor or higher degrees. A
caretaker government is sup-
porigd by 57.3 per cent of
those with educational qualifi-
cation below the SSC level.

On the timing of the forma-
tion of a caretaker govern-
ment, 81.9 per cent of the re-
spondents suggested it should
be constituted three months

before the proposed date of

the elections.

The mainstream opposition
has been pressing for elections
under a caretaker government
and has been boycotting
Parliament sessions to press
home this demand.

The ruling party has, how-
ever, rejected the demand on
the ground that there is no
provision for it in the Cons-
titution.

Anisul Islam
stripped of JP
presidium post

Anisul Islam Mahmud was
relieved of his membership in
the Jatiyva Party presidium
from yesterday, reports UNB.

A brief press release signed
by the party's Office Secretary
Shafiqul Islam did not say why
the former Foreign Minister

was stripped of his party post.

Help clean city,
Hanif urges
citizens

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) Mayor Mohammad Hanif
has sought cooperation of the
citizens in the DCC's drive for
cleaning garbage and wastage
during Eid-ul-Azha.

In a statement, issued yes-
terday, the mayor also felici-
tated the citizens and ex-
tended his Eid greetings to
them. He also called upon the
citizens to be inspired with
the spirit of sacrifice made by
Hazrat Ibrahim (AS).

The mayor also hoped that
the city dwellers would streng-
then Muslim brotherhood and
celebrate the Eid with en-
thusiasm.
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SINGAPORE. May 18: Vandalism charges against a 15-year-
old Malaysian boy were dropped Wednesday in the last of a
series of cases involving foreign teens and a destructive spree

last year. The youth, who cannot be named because of his age,
originally faced two counts of vandalism — punishable by lash-

m__

two of mischief and one for theft. The first two charges

were withdrawn in Juvenile Court, and the charge of theft
was changed to orf® of fraudulent possession of four Mercedes

car emblems. reports AP.

Chnstopha-amvesmCm

May 18: US Secretary of State Warren
.irr‘lvnd in Cairn today from Damascus to briefl Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak on his latest efforts to give momen-
tum to Israeli-Syrian peace talks. Upon arrival,
left immediately for Mubarak's palace where they will hold
talks and give a press conference. Syria said today that a wide
gap remained between its position and that of lsrael on a
peace settlement, reports Reuter.

Rabbani's troops overrun
Maidan Shahr

KABUL. May 18: A Strategic
town west of H.'ibul has bern
overrun by forces loyal to
Afghan President Burhanuddin
Rabbani, the Defence Ministry
said today. reporis AFP.

But rival factions denied
that Maidan Shahr, which is
located 30 kilometres (19
miles] from the capital, had
been captured Tuesday in a
combined operation by the De-
fence Ministry and allied
forces of the Ittihad-i-Islami
faction.

Defence Hinistry officials
said the town was taken early
in the day in a four-hour offen-
sive during which war planes
assisted the ground forces.

Maidan Shahr. in Wardak
province, “is totally in owur
hands.” said Muhammad Agha
Ghul, a commander from the
Ittihad-i-Islami faction. which
is led by Rasul Sayyaf. a Rab-

band ally.
Serbs free 11
French workers

FARIS, May 18: The French
Foreign Ministry said today
that Bosnian Serbs had re-
leased 11 French aid workers
detained in Bosnia since April
8. reports Reuter.

"France welcomes the re-
lease of our 11 fellow coun-
trymen from the humanitarian
organisation Premiere Urgen-
ce, held near Sarajevo since
April 8, the ministry said in a
statement.

Foreign Minister Alain Ju-
ppe told parMfament the aid
workers were expected to, ar
rive in Paris within hours.

47-member BCU

committee
By Staff Correspondent

Kazi Sajjad Zahir Chandan
and Aslam Khan have been
elected president and general
secrétary respectively of the
Bangladesh Chhatra Union, the
student wing of the Commu-
nist Party of Bangladesh (CPB).

The election was held yes-
terday on the concluding day

. of the organisation's two-day

national council at the Engi-
neers Institution.

Other office-bearers of the
47-member central committe
of the organisation include
Hafizur Rahman Sohel,
organising secretary, Fazle
Amin Rubel, treasurer and
Tarig Hossain Mithul, office
secretary.

Meghna-Gumti
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completed 17 months ahead of
the schedule,

Terming the bridge as a
great economic importance for
Bangladesh, the Communi-
cations Minister thanked the

Japanese government for its

help to the project and the
engineers and officials of
Bangladesh and Japan for their
hard and efficient work which
expedited the construction of
the bridge.

Col Oli Ahmed also urged
the Japanese government to
extend their help towards
construction of few more
bridges like Pakshi, Bhairab
and Dhaleshwari bridges which
would be of real help for
Bangladesh and its economy.

Shigeo Takenaka, address-
ing the occasion as the special
guest, said that the 1.4 km
long bridge would remove the
last ferry crossing from the:
Dhaka-Chittagong nghway.

He said such an improve-
ment in road transportation
would lead to the development
of many small, medium and
large industries in the coun-
try’'s southeastern belt.

*“This is yet another mile-
stone in strengthening the
friendship between the two
countries,” the envoy said
adding that the Meghna-Gumti
Bridge was the longest one
ever constructed by Japanese
grant aid anywhere of the
world.

T Arakawa, senior general
manager of the Obayashi
Corporation later wished ‘Ban
Zai' meaning prosperity to the
cheers of all present on the
occasion.

Of the total 17 pillars, offi-
cials said, eight pillars are In
Gazaria thana of Munshiganj
district while the rest pillars
are in Doudkandhi thana of
Comilla district.

A wounded man at the
Jamhuriat here said
that rival Hezb-i-Islami ar-
tillery was, however, w
the area from nearby hills,
causing “civilan casualties.”

A Defence Ministry
spokesman said all roads link-

Minister Gulbuddin Hetﬂll-

yar, said Tuesday that Hezb
forces loyal tg him had lifted a
blockade tes into the
capital.

“We welcome the move and
hope it has no connection with
the last military dtw:bpml
in Maidan Shahr.” said presi-
dential spokesman Abdul Aziz
Murat.

The economic blockade had
been in force since January,
when Uzbek warlord General
Abdul Rashid Dostum, in col-
laboration with the Hezb,
started a drive to oust Rabbani

from power.

BNP's move
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liament,” the BNP leader said.

The minister, however, did
not elaborate on the steps
taken by the BNP to make the
opposition attend the budget
session. .

Rafiq, however, hinted that
progress has been made in
convincing 'some smaller’ op-
position groups about the im-

of their return to the
House. The minister declined
to mention the names of the
parties concerned.

Meanwhile, the legislators
of the Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Gana Forum, unlike those of

the major opposition parties,
have been attending the

meetings of the parliamentary
standing bodies.

When asked whether the
ruling party would concede to
the opposition demand for a
care-taker government, a top-
ranking BNP leader, on condi-
tion of anonymity, said, "Let
The Daily Star debate on the
issue be over first.”

By-election
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alleged, no fair election was
possible under the BNP gov-
erninent after "unprecedented
rigging” in the Magura-2 by-
polls. However, the Jamaat-e-
Islami, the third biggest oppo
sition party in phrllanmnt I-I

. yet to decide about its partici-

pation in the forthcoming by-

election although the party had
also alleged rigging by BNP in
the Magura by-election. Ac-
cording to sources, the Jamaat
is likely to contest the Bogra-4
by-polls as the party has good
support in the area. In the
1991 general election, the
Jamaat's candidate was the
nearest rival to the BNP nomi-
nee Azizul Haque who won the

polis.
The Gana Forum is also
learnt to be preparing to con-

test the by-elec to Bogrl 4
parliamentary I:DnZ.l

Buriganga
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the meeting.

The ECNEC meeting also
approved a modernisation and
rehabilitation project of the
Dhaka television station at a

. cost of Tk 70 crore.

The expenditure includes
Tk 38.22 crore for egquipment
purchase, Tk 2.6 crore for
construction purpose and Tk
25 crore as duty to the na-

tional exchequer.
A Tk 125 crore iment

primary school development
project was also approved by
the ECNEC meeting. The pro-
ject aimed at reconstructing
1,500 government primary
school and repair of another
1,500 in the next two
The meeting decided to re=
lease Tk 75 crore in the next
financial year for this purpose.
The meeting also approved
another project aimed at set-
ting up milk and dairy farms
development projects at
Chittagong, Bogra and Barisal
at a cost of Tk 22 crore. It also
approved the Dhaka Export
Processing Zone Development
Project at a cost of Tk 80

crore.



