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Mahathir won’t endorse
strict Islamic law

KUALA LUMPUR. May 17:
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad said Monday
his federal government would
not endorse strict Islamic leg-
jslation proposed by funda-
mentalists in the multi-racial
northeastern stafe of Kelantan,
reports AFP

“The laws could not be
recognised because they would
clearly bring about injustice.”
Bernama news agency guoted
Mahathir as saying after he
chaired a meeting of his
United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO) Supreme

'ﬂ:c "Hudud, Islamic code

was adopted In November by
the legislature of Kelantan,
ruled by Parti Islam
Semalayasia (PAS). which shot

to power in the state after
overthrowing Mahathir's

Chinese dissident

detained for
an hour

BELJING, May 17: Prom-
inent Chinese dissident Wang
Dan was released today after
being held by Beijing police for

. reporis :

m!’ﬁ:ffurmtr student leader
during 1989 pro-democracy
demonstrations was arrested
by 10 policemen during an in-
terview with five journalists
from the American television

network NBC at his residence.
“The police asked me how

the journalists contacted me
and what we had spoken
about.” he said, adding that the
interview had focused on hu-
man rights.

UMNO in 1990 general elec-
tions.

Kelantan stale secretary
Ismail Hassan was quoted by
local newspdperd as saying
Monday that Kelatan's Sultan
Ismail Petra, Mahathir's arch-
rival and one of Malaysia's In
hereditary ruler, had given his
assent to the laws.

"The laws had not been

gazetted because of the need

to wait for the decision of the
federal t in the con-
text of the (federal) constitu-
tion," lsmail said.

Under the Hudud, thieves
could have their hand or legs
chopped off robbers crucified,
adulterers stoned to death,
and drinkers whipped 40 to
80 times, PAS official said.

“Islam speaks of the impor-
tance of justice and how cru-
elty should not be present in
the implementation of any-
thing at all in Islam.” Mahathir
said. "The guestion of amend-
ing the federal constitution to
allow for the implementation
of the laws does not arise at
Eﬂ-h

The Hudud has sparked a
bitter war of words for more
than three years between PAS
and Mahathir's UMNO, which
labelled the laws UN-Islamic
after initially agreeing to back
them.

PAS officials said the puni-
tive legislation would only be

‘enforced on the mostly Muslim

community in the state.
Malaysia's predominantly
Chinese-based Democratic
Action Party has threatened to
drag the issue to court if PAS
unﬂntr.-rnlty implemented the
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Benazir
Pakistan Prime

ﬁesto epa

er Benazir Bhut

24:

will pay a ee-day

official visit to Nepal from May 24 at the invitation of

Nepalese Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, the Foreign

Ministry said yesterday, AFP reports from Kathmandu.

Benazir will be the first elected Pakistani Prime Minister
to visit Nepal though several Pakistani presidents have visited
this Himala;an Kingdom between 1965 and late 1980s.

deen free 2 Russians: .

Ruuinn prisoners of war (POW) were freed by Afghan
Mujahideen and handed over to visiting Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Anatoly Adamishin yesterday, diplomatic and
Alghan sources said, AFP reports from Islamabad.

The POWs — Alexie Ivanovic Olinin, 31, and Yuri
Fedorovich Stepanov, 25 - had been released b}rhfghan Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the sources said, and
transferred to Pakistan.

They had been captured by Hekmatyar's Hezb-I-1slami
faction du the Soviet Union's IHTB-IEH military
intmthn in stan.

US woman held in Mexico: vexcan
narcotics agents arrested an American on drug trafficking
charges Monday after Mexico City Airport customs officials
found heroin in her luggage, the Attorney General's office
reported, Reuter says from Mexico City.

The woman, identified as Loreen Cato Tina. who is
pregnant, was arrested after officials discovered 4.4 pounds

(two kg) of high quality white heroin hidden in her bi‘Egc
s A

Indian bus mishap claims
Mhtuhnlunkcrmrkmchcmluhinnwu“\ut
India on Tuesday, and 12 people died when the bus caught
fire. a news agency reported, AP says from New Delhi.
The accident occurred before dawn near Makarpura city in
t state, and relatives of the deceased were summoned
to help identify the charred bodies, Press Trust of India said
Thirteen people were injured. three seriously

Sor stayts Mopoow visit Jupe 1.

m Young-sam will visit Moscow
next month at President Boris Yeltsin's invitation, Yeltsin's
office announced Tuesday, AP reports from Moscow.

Kim's official visit, scheduled for June 1-4, will be the first
by a South Korean Leader to independent Russia.

The South Korean visit comes as North Korea grows

increasingly isolated, and perhaps dangerous. suspected by
the West of secretly trying to develop nuclear weapons.

Ramos orders release of CP leader:

President Fidel Ramos has ordered the release of an ailing
Communist leader captured by government agents early this
month, AP reports from Manila.

Ramos gave the order late Monday to release Wilma
Austria-Tlamzon, a member of the Communist Party of the
Philippines’ Central Committee. who faces criminal charges

in the local court.
Malawians go to polls: wuwians vowes
Tuesday in thejr country's first democratic election. choosing
@ new president and government to end 30 years of one-
p-rt]rruitlndmﬂtcnunuyunlhtm-dmmrym
poverty and isolation, AP reports from Blantyre.

“We feel very high, bmu-:thuumrchuntn-dmtlhc
government we want.” said 40-year-old Burton Chimwaza
one of about 1,000 people who waited in line in the cold
misty morning to vote at a Blantyre suburb primary school.

mmlﬂyﬂnddlhmtm-hmﬂmhndmmnm
southeast Africa gained independence from Britain and fell
into the iron grip of Kamuzu Banda.

14 executed in China: s.orites i te
eastern Chinese city of Nanjing have executed 14 criminals as
part of a sweeping law-and-order crackdown across the

25 criminals tried by the Nanjing
intermediate Peopile's Court in Jiangsu province on May 9 for
a variety of crimes ranging from murder and rape to armed
robbery, the Yancheng Evening news reported.

‘Haitian Cabinet illegal’

PORT AU-PRINCE, Haiti,
May 17: The new military ap-
proved President of Haiti
named a cabinet Monday but
caretaker Prime Minister
Robert Malval called it illegal
and demanded civil servants
refuse to obey its orders. re-
ports Reuter.

Malval, breaking a six
month silence with a bold act
of defiance. also called on mili-
tary chief general Raoul Cedras
to resign immediately. saying
he had disgraced his uniform
and locked the country into
the darkness of night "

While Malval vented his
fury at the military's appeoint-
ment of Emile Jonassaint as
provisional president to re-

place the ousted and exiled
Jean Bertrand Aristide
Jonassaint named a |12 minis
ter cabinet that did not in
clude a prime minister indi
cating that he planed to per
form those duties as well

The cabinet includes one
fewer minister than Malval's
government because the mun-
istries of Defence and the

The Jonassaint government
is believed to have had a diffi-

cult time finding peopie o fill

United States ex
pressed outrage when
Jonassaint was appointed
Haiti’'s provisional president.

International

Benazir to introduce Sharia (jn; T

ISLAMABAD, Majr B
Pakistan Prime Minister

Buner following several days of
demonstrations in which mili-

law in Malakand region

Orthodox Muslims pray Tuesday in Malakand during a

protest against Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto's decision to
mtrndur:e Sharia law in northwestern Malakand region.

— AFP photo

Benazir Bhutto has bowed to
Muslim militants and agreed to
introduce Islamic Sharia law in
part of northern Pakistan fol-
lowing clashes with security
forces Monday in which 10
people were killed, reports
AFP. -

The government issued a
decree late Monday announc-

ing the immediate introduc-

tion of the Sharia to replace
the existing civil code in
Malakand region of the North

- West Frontier Province where

the disturbances occurred.
Benagzir, 40, favours a mod-
ern and liberal interpretation
of Islam. gave in the small
clerical party Tehrik-Enifaz
Sharia (Movement for the
introduction of Sharia) which
had mobilised tens of
thousands of people behind its
militant religious stand.
Movement leader Soofi
Mohammad called for a jihad
(holy war) against security
forces and the Jamaat-i-Islami,
Pakistan's main fundamentalist
movement, is urging a general
strike Friday in the province.
Malakand. is a rural and
mountainous region, populated
by Pashtuns, a heavily armed

ethnic group, fiercely proud of -

its traditions and autonomy,
and deeply religious. a factor
which the clerical movement
has exploited.

Monday's clashes, which
also left about 30 people in-

jured, erupted in the town of

tant Muslims blockaded roads.

Security forces opened fire
after repeated baton charges
and teargas shelling failed to
disperse crowds chanting slo-
gans in favour of Sharia law,
witnesses said.

The provincial government
sald security forces had been
fired on first, prompting retal-
iation.

Governor Khurshid Ali Khan
later announced that the gov-
ernment would enforce
Islamic laws in Malakand.

The region was formerly

* part of the princely state of

Swat which was merged with
the North West Prontier
Province in the 1960s and its
traditional administrative sys-
tem in which Islamic Qazi
courts used the decide dis-
putes was abolished.

AP adds: The vast majnrity
of Pakistanis are Muslim, thou-
gh they have rejected religious
fundamentalists as leaders.
The leading religious party
won only 3 per cent of the vote
in the country's 1993 national
election.

A Supreme Court ruling in
February abolished many of the
regulations governing the Ma-
lakand region,
mmed's group decided it was
an opportune time to press for
Sharia.

Pakistan presently has a
confusing legal system. Britain,
the colonial power, left behind
Its laws and court system.

Emergency in Natal fails to halt unrest

DURBAN, May 17: A state of
emergency in South Africa's
Zulu heartland of Kwazulu
Natal has failed to halt political
unrest and independent moni-
tors say it should remain in
place until bloodshed ceases,
reports Reuter.

They insist the March 31
measure should only be lifted if
the new pgovernment led by
President Nelson Mandela can
guarantee a strong security
force presence in the trouble-
racked area.

The state of emergency
often used in the past to crush
anti-apartheid dissent. was

imposed during severe pre-
election factional fighting be
tween the African National
Congress and the rival Inkatha
Freedom Party.

Investigators say the emer-
gency. backed by thousands of
extra troops helped put a
brake on political unrest in the
volatile province where some

10.0000 people have been
killed over the past decade.
Po. ical violence has re-

ceded greatly since Inkatha
decided at the last minute to
join all-race elections [rom
April 26 to 30, which swept it
to the head of the provincial

administration and the ANC to
lead a national unity govern-
ment.

But violence monitors from
church, political parties and
human rights groups say about
400 people were killed last
month despite deployment of
troop reinforcements.

We couldn’t manage without
the army at the moment. It
would be dangerous to allow
the army to go, said indepen-
dent violence monitor Mary De

Inkatha leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, who is South Africa's
new Home Affairs Minister,

has opposed from the start
calling in the military to quell
unrest in the black townships.
He has said repeatedly the
measures were aimed at vic-

t.mising his party.

"Tm very, very unhﬂpp]F
about the state of em
Buthelezi told Reuters at the
weekend, adding he would be
discussing the measures with
the new ANC governmeni.

"The fact that it is pro-
longed makes me feel very
uneasy.” But the ANC says the
emergency has helped reduce
violence.

Fierce fighting as N Yemeni

ADEN., Yemen. May 17
Fierce battles raged around a
key air base today as South
Yemeni forces. backed by
warplanes, tried to prevent
northern forces from advanc
ing on Aden, witnesses said
reports AFP

The Northerners, loyal to
President Ali Abdallah Saleh
captured Al-Anad airbase on
Monday, opening the way for a
push toward Aden, 50 kilome
ters (30 miles) to the south

“Fierce battles have raged
around Al-Anad since the early
morning.” said one of the wit
nesses.

The Southerners, backed by
warplanes were “Trying to
push back the advance” of pro
Saleh forces on the Southern
stronghold of Aden. said the

troops advance on Aden

WITNess.
The Northern troops,
backed by tamks, artillery and

antiaircralt batteries, captured
the base on Monday and cut of]
Southern troops. an AFP pho
tographer said

But the Southerners later
claimed to have recaptured the
base. and the intensity of to
day's fighting made il impos
sible 1o say who was in control

Southern warplanes were
bombing the newly-won
Northerm- positions r‘]-f*f':{lnﬂ
ant-aircraflt fire

Meanwhile, Reuter reports
Southern Yemeni military
sources denied that their

Northern civil war enemies on
Monday had captured a key
southern m#itary base

"We deny completely that

i A S A
:

the Northern forces have
taken the base of Al-Anad” a
Southern military source told
Reuters in Aden

The source said no
Southern units or any
Southern troops had surren-
dered tn the North

Northern military sources
were quoted by the officlal
Nourthern-based news agency
Saba as saying Northern troops
had captured the key base and
that some Southern units and
troops had surrendered

Southern Yemenl leaders
met late on Monday to con
sider seceding from united
Yemen and declaring a new

South Yemeni state amid
mounting iInilitary pressure
fromn Northern civil war foes, a
sciior European diplomat said.
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A Russian sculptor retouches one of the statues d:-curatmgni-l-itwfr-ﬂnl of the 150-year-old

Belozersky Palace in St Petersburg on Monday

This monument, among others which

survived the Soviet era intact, i1s being repaired with the support of a group of British investors
led by the Prince of Wales and the St Petersburg (‘ouncil

— AFP phutﬂ
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2 Israelis shot
dead in Hebron

JERUSALEM, May 17:
Palestinian gunmen shot dead
two Israelis and seriously
wounded another in an ambush
south of the West Bank town of
Hebron on Tuesday, military
officials said, reports AFP.

The killers lay in wait by
the roadside near the Jewish
settlement of Haggai, south of
Hebron, and opened fire on a
passing car.

A man and a woman died
and another man was injured,
it was not immediately clear if
the casualties were settlers.

The army closed off the
area and began a manhunt.

It was the first killlng of
Israclis since Israel and the
PLO signed an agreement on
May 4 to implement autonomy
in the Gaza Strip on the West
Bank town of Jericho

Iran blasts
Austria

TEHRAN, May 17: Iran
condemned today the granting
of a literary award to British
author Salman Rushdie In
Vienna, saying it was an insult
Lo [slam, reports AFP

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Mahmud Mohammadi,
blasted the move as an insult
to “all Muslims and followers of
other religions.”

"The prize was a basis for
more disrespect to the divine
religions.” he said. quoted by
the [ranian news agency

The European prize for lit
erature, which was awarded to
Rushdie in 1992, was handed
over to him on Monday by
Austrian Minister for
Education and Culture Rudolf
Scholten*®

Rushdie has been living In
hiding since he was con-
demned to death by the late
Iranian spiritual guide
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
[or allegedly blaspheming
Islam in his novel "The Satanic
Vfrlta 3

WASHINGTON. May 17 The
American people agree with
Congress that the arms em
bargo against Bosnia should be
lifted bul mainly recent
opinion polis indw ate hecause
they hope 11 will #nd the fight
ing ther® — and 1hey wani the
United Statles 1o remain nei
tral. reports [ISIS

An NBC /Wall Street Jonirnal
poll. taken at the beginning of
May found 45 per cent of re
spondents favoured Wfting the
embargo 39 per cent opposed
doing so But when a poll rorn
ducted by (BS/New York
Times asked a guestion 1hai
suggested lifting the ~mbargn

might end the fighting 57 per
cernt supported ending the han

and only 22 per cent favoured
rnaimtAmning i

And a third poll taken hy
Time /Yankelovich found only
20 per cent approved of 1l
I nited States selhing arms 1o
the Bosnians while 76 per
cent wanted |1 to stay neu
iral and ot sell arms 1o el

ther side

All three polls found sup
part for 'S and allled ailr
strikes 10 stop Bosnlan Serb
forces lrenn gt King 1IN de
rlared  <afle hoivens in Bosnia
M ranged froan G4 26 per cent
in lavour o 4% 41 per cent In
faver it when ore P“”
asked bt bhombing trans
portation and other facilities

userd by Serbs for both military
and civihan purposes. respon
dents said no by 58 per cent to
15 per cent

Two polls found a majority
of Americans in favour of send
ing US troops 1o Bosnia as
part of an international peace
keeping operation to enforce
an agreement reached by the

parties. one found 73 per
rent support for that, the
other found 53 per cent sup
port But another poll that
asked about sending us

grourgl troops tn Bosnia to
maintain a peace settlement
gul a 56 39 per cent negative

respor s
According to pollsters data,

17 per cent of Americans be-
lteve Serbia is mainly respon.
sible for the war. 3 per cent
helieve Bosnia Is, | per cent
believe Croatia is — and 66 per
cenl agree with the formula
tion “all are equally responsi
hie

Polling data also indicate a
majority of Americans think
the Bosnian situation is im
portant to their country: 53
per cent said the UInited
States has “"a great deal at
stake” in what happens in
Bosnia But 53 per cent said
South Africa also has that level
of significance for the United
States. 62 per cent said North
Korea

=i =

and Moha- .

Americans against arms ban on Bosnia )

does, lnd 70 per cent
salid Russia does.
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‘Japanese-ﬂrazilian model Tamy smiles wearing a bustier

using a total of 123 carats of diamonds valued at 100 million
yen (952,331 USD) in Tokyo on Tuesday. The Diamond
Bustier has been created to incite young women to wear
diamond jewellery as part of their life style. = — AFP photo

Fined for being obscene

SINGAPORE: A part-time actor who snipped off his pubic
hair in public to protest press coverage of Singapore's gay
community was fined 1,000 Singapore dollar, (650 US)
Tuesday for obscenity, reports AFP.

Josef Ng Sing Chor sparked off calls for tighter supervision
over the performance arts when he turned his back on a 100-
strong shopping mall crowd, dropped his briefs and cut his
pubic hair early this year.

The 22-year-old navy sergeant, who also pressed a lit ci-
garette against his upper arm during the performance,
Monday pleaded guilty to committing an obscene act in pub-
lic.

“l was making a statement,” he told AFP after appearing
before District Judge Chym Lye Beng.

Ng's new year eve performance was promptly condemned
by the Ministry of Home Affairs and the National Arts Council
which called the act “vulgar and completely distasteful.”

The council and police also barred Ng and another per-
former; . Shannon Tham. who forced himself to vomit before
the same audience from performing im public again. |

Homeless man hailed as hero

NEW ORLEANS: A homeless man who had been living un-
der a bridge was hailed as a hero, credited with pulling an
elderly couple from a burning car. But now Michael Dennis’
role in the rescue has been called into question, reports AP.

"l was told at the scene that Dennis rescued the people,
and | had no reason to doubt it. Since then some people have
changed their stories, some new people have come forward,”
Fire Chief Don Grossnickle said.

Dennis, 30, was showered with acclaim, a job and money —
600 dollar to 700 dollar by Dennis’ estimate, though pclice
said it was probably far more than that — after police credited
him with saving the lives of Elmo and Margaret Walzer by
twice entering their blazing car April 2.

The fire department report also named Dennis, along with
Glen Charouleau, manager of a store in the area, and Bill
Premaza, who was at an auto shop nearby, as taking part in
the rescue.

But the report has been changed.

After going back and talking to everyone, Grossnickle
concluded that Mrs Waltzer fell from the burning vehicle and
was pulled away by several people, possibly including Dennis,
and that Charouleau actually rescued Ejgno Waltzer,

L ] o
Tied up twice on same day

KUALA LUMPUR: Tuesday was an unlucky day for three
men who got tied up by the same robbers twice, a newspaper
said, reports AP.

Six robbers entered the warehouse of cigarette dealer
Merison enterprise in Malacca, 150 kilometers (90 miles)
south of here early Monday and tied up two security guards
and supervisor with wire. They than drove away with a truck
full of cigarettes. the New Straits Times reported.

The three managed to free themselves, and ran to a nearby
road for help. They flagged down the first car that came by,
but then saw four of the robbers inside. The four dutifully tied
thém up again and drove*away

Other workers coming to work about three hours later
freed them.

Irish pub for US artist

COBH. Ireland: A 27-year-old American artist was given his
own Irish pub on Monday after winning a competition run by
the Guinness brewery. reports Reuter

John Joseph Mulligan won the pub in Cobh. southern
Ireland, after his 50-word essay on the Guinness brew beat
more tharr 31 000 other entrants in a competition for US
residents.

A Guinness spokeswoman said Mulligan would be able to
keep the Connie Doolan pub or take a cash prize.

Mulligan told the award ceremony, “I'll try my best to
keep up the great Irish tradition To be a part of Ireland
where my relatives come from is an impossible dream that's
come true.”

Russian DPM resigns

MOSCOW., May 17 Sergei
Shakhral. one of Russia s lead
ing young politicians, resigned
Tueaday as deputy prime min
ister a day after he was fired
from another post. minister of
nationalities and regional pol
icy. reports AP

Shakhrai told a news con
ference he had submitted his
resignation to President Boris
Yeltsin because he had not
been consulted about the nam
ing of a new minister for na
tionalities issues news agen
cles said

“I don't think anybody un
derstands nationalities policy
better than [ do,” Shakhrail. a
long-time Yeltsin ally told the
Interfax news agency

Shakhrai had clashed with
the administration over policy
toward Chechnya, a region In
the Caucasus Mountains of
southern Russia that declared
independence in 1991,

Shakhrai openly supported
the Chechen opposition

against the region's president,
Gen. Dzhokar Dudayev, who
has refused to open talks on

improving ties if Shakhrai
represe1ils Ryssia.
n uunﬂajr Yeltsin re

placed Shakhrai as nationali
ties chiel with Nikolai Yegorov.
head of the southern
Krasnodar region, which bor

‘ders the Caucasus. Under the

presidential order, Shakhrai
remained deputy prime minis
ter



