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A Grand Housing Plan

Housing in the private sector has so far re-
mained more a disoriented effort rather than a
coordinated policy thrust. This approach charac-
terised by a lack of seriousness may soon undcrgo
a major change with a plan reportedly receiving a

een signal from the concerned ministries of

e government. An ambitious plan, no doubt, if
and when put into place, this has the potential to

benefit a substantial portion of the hard ressed
city population. Meant fnr the middle and lower-
middl

e class people, specially for service-holders,
this prngrammr Euwevcr is a brain-child of a pi-
oneer housing society-of the country.

It is good news that.the government has found
merits in the plan and is intent on extending the
necessary co-operation for the successful imple-
mentation of the same. The details of the plan
have been worked out in such a way that it ma
not ultimately look as tall an order as it
at first sight. Actually pooling the resources is the
hardest part of the job. According to the plan this
will be met by using the idle bank money.
Another option that has been left open is to seek
the major portion of the fund from the Asian
Development Bank (ABD). Of course, foreign
donor agencies and local banks will be of no less
help.

The beauty of the proposed plan is that it will
not impose quite a big burden on the intended
beneficiaries. Initially 115,000 flats will be built
in the city. These flats will be sold for an initial
ceiling price and the rest will be payable in in-
stalments over a period of 25 years. The instal-
ments are expected to involve no bigger an
amount than the rent an average family of the

class under scrutiny has to pay each month. Any

family that has been fortunate enough to have |
savings in the region of Tk 100,000 to 235.000
will, if it wishes so, be a proud owner nf a flat.

If everything proceeds according to the plan

and it is allowed to complete its full circle, we
have reasons to be optimistic about the solution of
the present housing crisis in the city. Currently,
this area has gone ‘totally out of control. Whims
rather than any rationale guide the of house
rents. The excessive pressure on the existing ac-
commodation facilities has put the service-hold-
ers at the wrong end of the bargaln Unless th.l.n%:
are made easier for the tenants through suc
radical programmes as the proposed one, the
house owners will refuse to seﬁ dpoints of the
other So far the bargain and terms have
been unilateral. Now is the t.ime for exposing the
flaws in the prevailing system.

The high rates of house rent have their adverse
impacts on society and service situation. Such ar-
bitrarily raised rates contribute to the escalation
of ljving costs and even to the spread of corrup-
tion for obvious reasons. So this proposed mea-
sure is going to take the problem by the scruff.
But even such a creditablc an can be foiled by
unscrupulous elements who look for their own in-
terests more than the common good. For reasons
understandable the flats have to be multi-storied
and so no faulty design or use of substandard con-
struction materials can be allowed. Past experi-
ences have shown how indiscreet our eers
and contractors can be when and where public
money is involved.

Here public money will not be used exactl

the manner it is done in.case of a bridge, a h gh

way or buildings or complexes. But the fear of the
contractors resorting to a strait-jacket formula of
profit- will always loom large unless a fail-
safe monitoring system can be introduced. After
all, there is no scnpe for tinkering with the qual-
ity of the flats both in terms of their design, fac:l-
ities and materials used. That will spell disaster
for the whole project. The flats must not crumble

like the school buildings after 10-15 years. We
hope the project will be completed with the effi-
ciency seriousness it deserves. '

Turning to Jute
The profile of our export trade during the first
seven mum‘.hs of the current fiscal year ahnws
that the export fell short of thE
6.63 per cent. The short-fall in monetary

bclng US112.14 million dollars, it cannut uhvi-
ously be trifled with. Especially when it involves a-

?:ctur which is said to be designed to play a
eading part in our growth strategy. Export -led
growth is what we are aiming at. :

How much of the short-fall has occurred due to
an under-performance on our and what pro-
portion of this is ascribable to the international

market ﬂdvtrsi are obvious pertinent
uestions. answers to these have to be
ound for nvercnmmig the short-co before a
cumulative short-fall inexorably builds wup.
1mportantl% the trend, as revealed by the Export
ureau, points to a rcvcrsai of fortunes

being undergone by traditional merchandise in-

clu particularly jute and jute %:)od
from the non- tradii_lnnal sector have, by and
what transpired at

large, increased. |
This fact is corroborated b
council and project
concluded in the city on

the 7-da 'mce!:jnq of the IJ
cnmmitt{:e whic

Sunday. The Executive Director of [JO K.M
Rabbani said that the market for jute goods was
shrinking in the USA, Japan and Australia. The
IJO faces an organisational, fun and market-
ing setback — all rolled in one — because of the
imminent possibility of the US' withdrawing its
membership from the body. It is icul%
negative development in view of the fact the JD
is just about warming to its role in
ward jute in its race witg the synthetic.

Market-wise, the whole of the African conti-
nent is worth exploring by us. Jute-based textiles
should have a good prospeet in Latin America. To
be able to compete India and China we need to
have trade representation in Africa and Latin
America, on a selective basis though. This is the
finding of our exporters who have een lately to
some countries on informal explora missions.
We cannot  be on the export map the sole
virtue of private travelling.

Our real chance to make a sizable dent in the
world market is offered by the BCIC's plan to
produt: g lp with jute for the manufacture of

per. The green jute pulp opens a
new hnrizon un t.he diversified use of jute with
may countries having already shown an active in-
terest not only to invest but lift it as well. The
Freen Jute success can also help win back many
armers to the cultivation of t_jut@: they had felt de-:

jected about on account of a non- remun:raﬂve
pﬂce of raw jute.

for- :

The Daily Star Public Debate

The Proposition is: Should the Next General Elections
be Held under a Caretaker Government?

URANJIT Senguptii of
S the Ganotantri Party [((5P)

believes that all the
national level elections — ol
the next general elections 1 nily ¢
— should be held under a 1 wn-
partisan care-taker gowe:rn
ment. "Parliamentary electi ons
uncler a care-taker governn ent
are a must for giv'ing
democracy an +nstitutio nal
shape in Bangladesh This is
necessary because 1 he
electoral process had be en

tampered with by governme 1ts
in the past,”™ Sengup ta
observed.

Explaining his position on
the concept, the GP leader
said that the holding of fri=e
and fare elections was one of
the fundamental preconditioris
of democracy. "But the rulers,
especially the military rulers
the past, had destroyed the
electoral process through
denying the country's peop ic:
their right to vote in a free p >
litical environment ., Sengup la
commented and added thiat
the military governments he «d
held referendums in the pa st
with the voters almost abse nt
from the polling booths. o
justify their usurpation of
statepower by lllegal mean s.
The experiences of the pa st
elections have made the pe o
- ple lose confidence in the e«
isting electoral process, ac-
cording to Sengupta. The on ly
non-controversial elections tlie
nation had in Bangladesh we re

the ones held under the car e-

taker government, headed |yy
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, in 199)1,

pta said and added th at

| it would have been impossil )le

to have such fair elegtions 1 1n-
der a party government.

The political partfes, es) je-
clally those born out of c/an-
tonments,' seemed to have de-
veloped a tendency to inf lu-
ence the elections to stay in
power by any means incluad ing

g of votes, terrorism

against political opponenits,
using black money,. 'media

‘presumptuous? Or-,

coup' and, above all, using tihe
administrative machineryr in
their favour, the GP leacler
said.

'So none can expect the rul-
ing Bangladesh Nation alist
Party (BNP] to hold a ne utral
general elections, and it was
proved in the by-electior) the
Magura-2 constituency.’

'Suranjit Sengupta, leader of Ganotantri Party and Member

of Parliament makes out his case in favour of the proposition
Interviewed by Nurul Kabir

About the recent govern-
ment proposal for strengthen-
ing. both legally and organisa
tionally, the TElection
Commission (EC) to ensure fair
pollings, Suranjit S®ngupta
said, 'it would not help in the
holding of a neutral elections’
Why?

Explaining the reasons for
such apprehension, the GP

leader argued that the public
servants of the country had de-

provision
government He believed that
one or two general elections
under a care taker administra
tion would not suffice to re-

move the corrupt electoral cul-

ture which had been in prac-
tice here since long

'So, the nation needs to in-
corporate the concept of a
care-taker government into
the Constitution of the State’'
Sengupta a member of the

of the care-taker

I proposed for incorporating
the concept during 'he draft-
ing of the historic Joint
Declaration of the three politi-
cal alllances in November
1991 But | failed to convince
the major component of the
then eight party alliance
Awami League (AL]. about the
need for the provision”,
leader recalled 'l tried to
assert my position omnce again
during the drafting

the GP

of

veloped a tendency to serve
the government — and net the
State. ‘Most of the bureaucrats
confuse between the State and
the government', Sengupta ob-
served, 'as a result, the gov-
ernment officials' service, dur-
ing elections, goes definitely in
favour of the government
headed by any political party’.

When requested to put for-
ward his views on another gov-
ernment proposal for enacting
laws in parliament prohibiting
the government to transfer of-
ficials three months ahead of
the elections, the GP leader
sald, 'we find it important to
enact laws with a view to
strengthening, the EC and
making the government ab-
stain from giving postings of
the officials ahead of the elec-
tions, but these measures are
not alternative to the holding
of “elections under the care-
taker government.’

The constitutiorial provision
for the caretaker government
would help change the coun-
try's present electoral culture
plagued with immorality,
nepotism, greed for power and
opportunism, Sengupta felt.

The GP leader, in this con-
nection told The Daily Star
that he did not believe in a

temporary arrangement for the

All constitutional powers of an elected government be granted to the interim cabinet. Otherwise, the
mmmwwmumqmma

With the resignation of the elected premier, the deputy premier, nominated by all, mldtahmrm
premier and form the cabinet on principles set unitedly by the ruling party and the opposition.

My concept of the caretaker government is against affecting the institution of the head of the state.
Because, the head of the state — president —has to be there to conduct oat'h of the head of the government
i.e. the prime minister of the caretaker government.

Drafting Committee of
Bangladesh Constitution in
1972. observed.

Refuting arguments put
forward by the BNFP leaders
that there is no example in the
world of the constitutional
provision for holding elections
under a care-taker . govern-
ment, Sengupta said, each na-
tion has its own unique way of
developing democratic institu-
tions and Bangladesh is not an
exception. 'We had the last
general elections under a care-
taker government which was
unique to Bangladesh and un-
precedented in many parts of
the world the GP leader said,
and added that more than one
African nations were now
thinking of intreducing the
system of holding elections
under a care-taker govern-
ment. What the barrister min-
isters of Begum Khaleda Zia's
cabinet need to understand is
the fact that constitutional
puhtjcs is not a static process,

“in a lively democracy it
changes shapes and dimen-
sions according to the practi-
cal need of the hour”.

Unlike many p:ihucians,
Suranjit Sengupta has been
struggling for the provision for
holding elections under care-
taker government since 1991.

12th Amendment to the
Constitution, seeking a siwitch-
over o the parliamentary sys-
temn of governance. But aigain |
failed to convince my col-
leagues in parliarnent’,
Sengupta regretted.
Commenting on the AlL's pre-
sent seriousness*on the jssue,
Sengupta's comment was,
‘better late than rnever.’
Suranjit, analysing the ruling
party's attitude towards the
care-taker government. said
that ‘the BNP leaders h ad been

reacting against the issyue as if

introduction of the system
would amount to their defeat
by the Opposition. Bu'l it is not
correct’. Because if the consti-
tutional amendment seeking
national level electioris under a
care-taker government is
adopted, it is the old corrupt
systemm which will be defeated
— the remnant of autocracy
which will be defezited by an
improved democracy, and not

the BNP, Senguptz observed.
He also said the BNP could

take credit for introducing an

improved system of polling
and thus contribute to the
of
in langladesh.
felt that

further

democracy
Suranjit, however,
there exists a cornmunication

develo pment

gap between the ruling party

and the Opposition on the
question of the concept of the

care-taker
Referring

government

to the

bers, could not be an alterna-

tive to a government elected
by the people. Sengupta said,

'we did not propose the care-

taker government as an alter-

native to the elected govern-
ment .

for five years, while the care-

taker government would con-
elections
only, Sengupta said. The exact
timing of the two is a matter

duct the general

for discussion.

Effective dialogue on the is-

sue would remove the gap be-

tween the ruling party and the

opposition, the GP leader feit.

Prime
Minister's observation that a
care-taker government, com-
prising of nominated mem-

‘The elected govern-
ment would run the country

But Sengupta. while giving
an outline of {he care-taker
government, favoured granting
all constitutional powers of an
elected government to the in-
terim cabinet.

'‘Otherwise,. the nation
might be faced with a problem
of constitutional discontinuity.’
the GP leader argued.

‘The provision for appoint-
ing a deputy prime minister is
also to be incorporated into

lhe constitution to avert the
possible discontinuation of
constitutional process,” he
said. According to Sengupta's
formula. the elected prime
minister would handover
power to the deputy prime
minister nominated on the
basis of consensus reached by
the parties concerned.

With the resignation of the
elected premier, the deputy
premier. nominated by all,
would take over as premier
and form his or her cabinet on
principles set unitedly by the
ruling party and the opposi-
tion,” GP leader

Sengupta also feit that his
concept of the care-taker gov-
ernment was againet
the institution of the head of
the state. "Because. the head of
the state — the President—
has to be there to conduct
oath of the head of the gov-
ernment i.e the prime minis-
ter of the care-taker govern-

Notably, no member of the
interim cabinet, including
ing part in the general Eiac
tions, Sengupta asserted.

According to his proposal.
the head of the care-taker gov-
ernment would take over
power three months ahead of
the elections, conduct the
polling with the help of the
election commission and hand
over power to the leader of
the house elected during the
first session of the new par-
liament emerging through the
general elections.

Asserting the demand for
the care taker government
once again, Suranjit Sengupta
told The Daily Star that the
BNFP should immediately ac-
cept the proposition. 'Begum
Zia must understand the whole
nation, even her long-time
political partner Jamaat-e-
Islami, has rallied round the
demand, Sengupta said and
added that the BNP's hesita-
tion to meet the demand

would eventually further isolate
the party from the people.

Tomorrow Barrister Naz-
mul Huda, Viee-Chairman of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
and Minister for Information
and Broadcasting argues

Imagi lnary Conversation, with the Minister for Education -

N our present day cu lture,

we have no convers:ition.
. Perhaps conversation is
something alien to our n ature.
Even in our drawing roocans, a
promising conversation soon
turns into a high-pitche: 1 med-
ley of words, with ever; body
speaking and no body listen-
ing. Being very much a part of
the society, my compet ence to
pronounce on this rational
characteristics may be¢: ques-
tioned. Please do not ta ke it as
a final judgement, only :1 pass-
ing observation, supp«rted by
my experience in ow* sitting
rooms, and the nation.'s expe-
rience of the way the nation's
leaders talk ifi their drawing
room, the Sangsad.

I wish I could have a real
conversation with someone
who shares my inter est in ed-
ucation. Could it be jur educa-
tion minister? Wouldi it be too

will he
have the time? What is hap-
Ppening to our educat#on, and
what his government has on
tHe agenda in respect of edu-
cation, and in order of priori-
ties? 1 would like t.0 hear him
particularly about higher edu-
cation because | have heard
him making an inspired’
speech on this to pic. The oc-
casion was some kind of a for-
mal inauguration of one of the

| private universitie s. It was ob-

vious that the hoii'ble minister
saw great prospe«:ts for higher
education in the fact that pri-
vate universities had made
their appearance at long last.
He, as far as | remember,
made no secret of his hopes
that these will siucceed where
the existing universities have
failed.

The unease I felt that morn-
ing over our mirnfster's warmth
of feeling towai:d the new and
his despair about the old is a
matter that wi |l not detain me
Now. Pcrhapa on some other

[ am s.urr_v,r that | cannot
build up a framework for an
imaginary conversation on this
topic, higher education, with
the minister on the other side
of the table. What I fear is that
my questions or my concerns
may not be his questions or his
concerns. So my’ intended
conversation may not, after all,
turn into a real dialegue. We
might even be talking at crods
purposes. With all these mis-
givings in my mind, I am
pro a framework for a

possible dialogue. I am. in my

imagination, face to face with
our minister. He has graciously

asked me to come with my'

questions and has kindly
promised to answer them, at
least to ponder over them, and
to respond at a place and time

that would suit him. I have felt

very very obliged.
So here we are. [ begin by

saying, after the formal greet-
ings,.of course, that I come to
talk, to discuss, to learn from
him, and not to hurl questions
only, though, in a meeting

such as this, he must expect a
few questions, too.

I start by mentioning a re-
port, a heart-warming news,
from Sylhet: Shah Jalal Univer-
sity is running strictly on
schedule. It is the only univer-
sity that has known no session-
jam.

Isn't it wnnd:rful news,
Minister Sahib? Congratula-
tions, not for you really but for
those in the university, to be

- conveyed by you. The minister

appears to be happy, theugh
denied any personal credit for
Sylhet's success, which he se-
cretly ascribes to my perver-
sity.
- As things are today, | &n-
tinue in a cheerful vein, this
news should be taken as more
than a news. It is an fnvitation

to come and see, to talk and

find out how this has been

made possible. Sylhet is not a -

place without politics. Sylhet is
very much in the news on the
Sylhet division issue. Has the
university been able to keep
clear of this movement? Have
they found an immunity against
politics, or a politics sqns ha-
tred?

The news, for me, be to-
kens a harmonious relation-
ship existing between different
groups of students, between
teachers and students, be-
tween different groups of
teachers, between students
and administration, may be
also a situation in which

PASSING

emharrassing for- the minister.
The Cadet Collejzes are, to the
best of my knowledge, fi-
nanced by Education Ministry,
and administeried by ‘the Min-
istry of Defence:, under a spe-
cial arrangemeiit. Similar alle-
gations and siniilar desertions.
though not common,
happened in the past. | ask the
Minister whether he has-fol-
lowed the new:s, And if he con-

siders that it 15 a news without

much signific.ance — the col-
lege authorities are quite com-

petent to deal with the matter
~ — then, arising out of this,
what did he think about elitist

education at jpublic cost gen-

CLOUDS

Zillur Rahman Siddigun

groups are non-existent,
though this is difficult to visu-
alise. At any rate the Sylhet
case is worth examining, if
only to find out a formula for
peace for most of our colleges
and universities, afflicted by
dissensipn and feud, plagued
by bloody clashes and closures,

- and_finally ending up with

session-jams.

The minister agrees to my
suggestion, rather vaguely. Ap-
parently he is on his guard,
and will not commit himself
on a sensitive issue. He Knows
perhaps that | have held the
government — and the political
parties — largely responsible
for ous troubles'on the campus.
And he doesn't quite believe

~that I wish him well, as much

as I wish our educational Sys-
tem well.

1 know that the other news
from Sylhet — about forty stu-
dents from Sylhet Cadet Col-
lege having fled in fright and
protest against the Principal's

alleged harsh dealings with

students — could be slightly
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Sir, 1 alwa)ys read your mar-
velous editorials along with
the objectivve column “The
Third View" as | have a pen-
chant and vroracious appetite
for currerit topic and also good
English. Youi have rightly diag-
nosed (The Third View, May
5) the Bermiuda triangle of AL-
BNP-people;. BNP took off with
advantage's but with all its
bluster it lost control of the
reins of governance. The other
party letting JS down in invin-
cible becsuse of BNP's dogma.

: 1972-756 era is not forgotten

by voters; who also know that
for AL, power is all that mat-
ters. Bui both BNP and AL be-
lieve people are fools. AL

erally, and about cadet colleges
in particular?

I dop't expect the minister
to come oull with a clear
statement on this two-pronged
question, immediately. The
desertion issue may be of mi-
nor concern, but the other one
— elitism in education — is
more central. [ allow the min-
ister the privilege of silence,
and pass on to my next con-
cern: the striking students of
the five new medical colleges.

According to newspaper
reports, minister sahib, the,
students of the five medical
colleges went on strike be-
cause they have come to dis-
cover that the colleges they
have been admiitted to lacked
almost every thing they

- needed for a proper prosecu-

tion of their studies: books,
teachers, class rooms, hostel
accommodatiori, laboratories,

hospitals, etc. In fact they had

been admittecd without the
minimum prep:arations having
been made that go with the
concept of a inedical college.

i

prefers street a.gitatlun whllc

PM thinks JS as a power best-
Ing with 5% attendance. The
perceptions are widely diver-
gent.

Your concept of “personal
relationship” has done mira-
cles in S Africa, Chile, Mexico,
Turkey, Sri Lanka, Australia..
Canada, Poland. etc. The sanc-
timony and uncompromising
attitude of both parties may
look great at rallies but have
widened gap between voters
and leaders “letting us down"
to quote your goodselfl. Leaders
of treasury and opposition
bench should visit Diet, House
of Commons and Capital Hill
while in session.

Ghulam Murshid
Dhaka

have

How could the government act
so irresponsibly and who or
which authorities are respon-
sible for this? Ministry of Edu-
cation or the Ministry of Public
Health? If the latter ministry is
still in control of medical edu-
cation as it has been in the
past, is there any thought of
bringing it under the Ministry
of Education, and bringing the
medical colleges closer to the
universities? The idea has
been advocated in the past but
nothing appears to have

changed.

I will not bother you with

the reforms suggested — both
in administrative setup anrd
course content — regarding
medical education in the two
Education Commission Re-
ports, especially of the latest
one (1988), but may I ask you
how the establishment of five
new medical colleges got pri-
ority and so much so that stu-
dents were admitted without
waiting for adequate prepara-
tions made for their reception
and proper academic care?
And how do | explain this
fact that in the well-consid-
ered l4-point Recommenda-
tions in this field, establish-
ment of new medical colleges

- does not figure at all? Is it

blindness on the part of the
Education Commission, (BMA
too could be included in this
strange-to-explain oversight)

or is it playing pqlitics for po-
litical gain?

| do not get — in this imag-
inary conversation — ready an-
swers or responses from the
minister, and | console myself
that perhaps he is making
mental notes, to be used for a
future question hour in the

Nearly' two hundred thou-
sands private secondary school
and college teachers are still
on strike, and this musi be oc-

cupying fully his mind. And
this thought crosses my mind
too, So | refrain from bringing
up other issues. | do not ask
him what he to do in
respect of the demands of the
striking teachers: if he thinks
a mere repetition of what the
government has already done
by way of meeting the de-
mands is enough, or a fresh
examination of the whole ques-
tion of government and non-
government schools and col-
leges and government policy
toward the latter is contem-
plated. He must have his own
thoughts about this and other
related issues; otherwise he
will not be our Education Min-
ister. | think | see him looking
at his watch so | take the hint.

| prepare to leave, with a last
request. He can, perhaps he
should, have his weekly press
briefings on whatever is hap-
pening in his world, the world
of education. The Press is
never idle in reporting what-
ever it thinks has some news

value. The reporters are either

tod lazy or too ignorant in
make news stories of the more
positive developments in edu-
cation; and I am sure there are
things to report of a more
cheerful import. One useful

way of letting the people know
some of the recemt gains in
this area, some of the new
thoughts the ministry has or
the minister has, is to adopt
this idea of a regular press
briefing. The minister's pres-
ence in all these meetings may
not be nece . occasionally
he can be represented by a
spokesman appearing in his
behalf. Unprecedented? Well,
the whole scene is far from
normal and there exists and
information gap. Once this has
been removed., the practice
can be dropped. but there is
no harm in giving it a trial.
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A new era for
South Africa
,Sir, Over centuries the
white minority ruled in South
Africa and the black majority
suffered. They fought and shed
the blood of each other. But
today it is a down of a new era.
Forget and forgive and build
the country anew is the theme
for the millions, It is indeed
tbrilling to see the bud of a
great revelution burgeon in
South Africa.
After 350 years of colonial
rule and following the coun-
try's first all-race election,

~ South Africa’'s white President

De Klerk has handed over
power to its black President
Nelson Mandela, and Mandela

has appointed De Klerk as his
Vice President,

Rarely in the history of the
world we find personalities
like Nelson Mandela and De
Klerk who work so close
shoulder to shoulder, heart to
heart for the welfare of the
people and the country at
large.

People all over the world
cannot forget the acts of abne-
gation of Mandela and Klerk.
Both new President Nelson
Mandela and former President
De Klerk have urged South
Africans of all races to forget
the past and join in building a
united country. We congratu-
late both President Nelson
Mandela and Vice President
De Klerk on their monumental
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achievement and wish them
more success in future.

@ H Kabir

Dhaka- 1203

Bangla alphabet
books

Sir, Recently 1 was-asked by
my mother to purchase some
books of Bangla Barnamala
(alphabet] which she would
distribute to some slum chil-
dren. Accordingly, I bought
some books and had a look
through one of the copies of
the book. | was greatly sur
prised to find some really hard
examples in it. | dont know
whether the little children
could understand such exam

ples!
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MEanwhile when | searched
for the publisher's name of the
book, | discovered to my ultter
astonishment that the book
has been published {rom
Calcutta, India. It is really a
matter of great regret that
Bangladesh being the only
country with Bangla as its state
language has to import even
Bangla alphabet books from
abroad.

I would strongly suggest the
concerned education authority
to take necessary measures so
that locally produced unified
and ideptical Bangla Bamamaia
books for the children can be
made available in the local
markets
M Zahidul Hague
Asstt Prof, BAl, Dhaka




