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Cameraman Scott Fights to Save Game Reserve

NVIRONMENTAL actl
on programmes should
remain above politics
and be implemented by the
united efforts of the people —
because it is the question of

our existence
This was the view that was

emanaied from a discussion on
the protection and improve
ment of the environment al
the '‘Avimat' — a live pro
gramme on current affairs of
Bangladesh Television re-
cently.

Conducted by Muhammad
Jahangir. the discussion on
"What Can We Do To Protect
and Improve Our Environ-
ment” was participated by
Member of the Parliament
from BNP and a member of the
Parlament's Standing Commit-
tee on Forest and Environment
M Abdus Salam Pintu., Forest
and Environment Secretary
Abdullah Harun Pasha and Dr
Saleemul Huq. Executive Di-
rector of the Bangladesh Cen-
tre for- Advanced Studies
(BCAS) and environmental sci-
entists.

Speakers at the discussion
also observed that people at
the grassroots level should be
closely involved in all the
planning and implementation
of the environmental pro-

Opening the discussion,
Muhammad Jahangir noted out
that 's awareness about
the n of the country's
ecology has increased because
of the continued efforts by
both the government and the
private sector.

However, he pointed out
that planting trees do not

the environment alone
and there were many other
components.

Abdus Salam Pintu MP
listed that, besides the popula-
tion control and poverty alle-
viation, many programmes like
reduction in the use of chemi-
cal fertilizers, encouraging the
use of natural fertilizers, stop-
ping the dumping of wastes in
the Bay of Bengal, hill-cutting
were also the need of the hour.

He also that enwvi-
ronment should be included in
the national curriculum to in-
crease awareness among the
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students.

The Envi ronment and
Forests Secreti iury listed differ
enl governmes Nl programmes
in protecting { he ecology and
biodiversity of the country in-
cluding the Er wironment Pol-
icy and Nation il Conservation
Strategy — whi ch was now un
der considerat on of the gov
ernment.

Rasha said { hat a draft law

for protection and develop-

the bottom-up policy so that
the people's perspective is re-
flected in the planning and
implementation of the envi-
ronmental programmes.” he
said,

Replying to questions re-
ceived from the audience by
telephone, the Forest and En-
vironment Secretary saild that
the government was keeping a
vigil against the dumping of
wastes by foreign ships in the
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Some of th¢» oudience aiso

the need for

strict enforc¢»ment of environmental laws and creation of

mmlmmwm.mw
said that bat 'k loans shouid be denled lo those industries

en vironmeni. Emphasis shouid be
on the use of surface waler than ground

s ~dor and lond use shouid be made scieniific,

ment of the e1wironment has
recently been |irepared by the
government ar the Forestry
Sector Master Flan was now
under active co nsideration.

Besides, the Department of
Environment hiis been moni-
toring both ind astrial and air
pollution over the last 20
years, he added .

Dr Saleemul Hugq said that
the governmen t alone cannot
solve all the environmental
problems in tlie country and
private efforts were required
to achieve the jloal.

"We should dalso talk with
the developed countries on

pollution contrel and environ-

mental protec tion.," he sug-
gested. ;

Dr Huq mei itioned the Na-
tional Environs nental Manage-
ment Action Plan [NEMAP) as
an example of the joint exer-
cise of the government and the
NGOs.

Abdus Saliim Pintu added
that the government was
equally concerned about the
people's participation in the
environment programmes.

"Earlier, such programmes
were imposed| from above, but
now the gow:rnment pursues

Bay of Bengal

Responding to a question
on the role of the NGOs in re-
dressing the adverse impact of
the Farakka Barrage, £ Dr
Saleemul Huq said that the
government should immedi-
ately start negotiation with
India to settle the issue of wa-
ter sharing.

Abdullah Harun Pasha. while
answering to a question, how-
ever, admitted that the gov-
ernment ban on the use of
plastic bags have been post-
poned.

The government has re-
stricted further installation of
plastic bag company for the
environmental interest of the
country, he pointed out.

A total of 117 suggestions
made by the audience on the
topic were received by the
BTV authorities.

Some of the suggestions
recommended formation of
environmental laboratories,
charting environment-friendly

#planning and economic pro-

grammes and setting up of In-
dustries with approval of the
environmen! ministry.

Some of the audience also
highlighted the need for strict

enforcement of environmental
laws and creation eof public
awareness to combat pollution.
One suggestion said that bank
loans should be denied to
those industries polluting en-
vironment. Emphasis should
be given more on the use of
surface water than ground wa-
ter in the irrigation sector and
land use should be made scien-
tific, said one audience. An-
other audience suggested co-
ordinated pest attack man-
agement and reduced depen-
dency on chemical fertilizer.
The block supervisors at
the union level should be
trained so that they could
aware the people on the envi-
ronmental problems. Enwvi-
ronment should be made com-
pulsory in the secondary and
higher . secondary level educa-
tion programme. The role of

press and media should be

broadened to highlight the en-
vironmental issues. Strict mea-
sures should be taken to con-
trol black smoke emission by
the automobiles. Solar and air
energy should be exploited re-
ducing the use of carbon-based
fuel. The use of Cloro Fluoro
Carbon (CFC) gas should be re-
stricted and alternatives be
devised. Measures should be
taken to popularise the use of
jute and jute goods. New
shrimp cultivation techniques
be evolved to reduce the ad-
verse effect of shrimp cultiva-
tion in the coastal areas.

An environmental cell
should be set up at the Plan-
ning Commission. The Farakka
issue should be settled politi-
cally to stop the on-going de-
sertification process in the
northern region of the country.
Recycling and purification
plants be established in the
industrial sector.

Provisions be made so that
every house has one garden.
This has to be ensured during
approval of the plan, including
the high-rise bulldings. The
number of cattleheads in the
private dairy farms in the resi-
dential areas should not ex-
ceed more than 10. The re-
spective government, office,
where a sapling is planted,
should nurture the tree.
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new two-billion-dollar

global fund is ready and

waiting for governme-

nts around the world Kegen on

~ going green, but environ-
mentalists are hardly in the
mood to rejoice.

The Global Environment
Facility (GEF) was launched at
the Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro in 1992 and seeks to
finance nature-friendly devel-
opment. It will be managed by
the World Bank. the Uinited
Nalions

Programme (UNEP).
Recipient countries

Seeing F

Development
Programme (UNDP) and the
United Nations Environment

have
been guaranteed a say in the

decisions made by the GEF
governing council, but green
groups say it is a ‘marriage of
convenience' and not enough.
Juliette Majot of the
California-based International

Donor countries pour two billion dollars into a global
green fund. but environmentalists are still upset. Pratap
Chatterjee of Inter Press Service explains why.

The French government,

with backing from Germany, °
had suggested that the Bank

set up a financing facility for
global enwvironmental issues.
The Bank subsequently invited
the UNDP and UNEP to a
meeting ‘with 17 donor coun-
tries in Paris in March 1990
where an agreement was
forged to set up a pilot project
for such a facility:

At the 1992 Earth Summit,

the future GEF won approval as

the interim financial mecha-
nisin to pay for the convention
on biodiversily and climate
change.

Three meetings of the par-
ticipant's Assembly have since
been held Lo shape the new

ternational waters.

GEF money, however, was
not supposed to simply pay for
any blodiversity or .climate
change project but simply for
those that would not normally
be funded that would have an
impact on the global environ-
ment, or for the incremental
costs of a project that has both
local and global effects.

Two-thirds of the money is
allocated to the World Bank
and a third to the UNDP. The
World Bank money in turn is
given for two types of projects:
free standing grants-and those
associated with other World
Bank loans.

This is a majof area of con-
tention for. activists like
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Rivers Nelwork says projects
funded by the Werld Bank have
oflen destroyed rivers, forests
and homes by the thousands.
She says the Bank is not the
right agency to manage the
GEF. ;

N K Singh of the Indian fi-
nance minisiry adds: "The deal
is an innovative risk. The GEF
is a hybrid organisation that
takes some elements of the
multilateral. donor-driven or-
ganisations like the Bank, and
the more democratic, deliber-
ative bodies like the United
Nations.”

: GEF money is given as
grants to countries with a per
capita income of less than
US$4.000 a year. This is dif-
ferent from most World Bank
money, which is given out as
loans that have to be paid back,
bringing the Bank profits of
one billion dollars a year.

But ever since the idea of
the GEF came out of the 1989
joint World Bank-International
Monetary Fund annual meeting
in Washington, it *has been
buffeted by North-South wran-

gling.

GEF . — one in Abidjan in
December 1992, another in
Beijing in May 1993, and most
recently in Cartagena,
Colombia in December 1993.
The number- of govefnments
involved has gradually in-

creased at each successive

meeting.

The formal legal existence
of GEF pilot projects began in
November 1990 when donor
eountries pledged the equiva-
lent of US§812.7 million to

the GEF's core fund.

Because some countries
were unwilling to give money
directly to the Bank, two other

mechanisms were devised —
co-financing and parallel fi-
nancing — which amount
another US$325 million dol-
lars.

The pilot phase was set o

last from July 1991 to June
1994 although the distribution

of grants is expected to con-

tinue until 1998. GEF projects
were invited into four areas: to
tackle emissions of greenhouse
ozone-destroying
chemicals, protect biodiver-
sity, or reduce pollution of in-

gas or

Nicholas Hildyard of The
Ecologist in London. He says

the grants are only intended to

"green” the larger loans that
are environmentally destruc-

Figures provided by the
Bank operations officer Charles
Feinstein in 1992 showed that
85 percent-of the money of
World Bank GEF projects are,
estimated to be associated
with larger loans.

Activists: are concerned
about projects like last year's
GEF-approved US$30 million
dollar grant to India for alter-

. native sources of energy.

Months later, the Bank's board
of directors approved the first
of a series of new loans to
India- to build up coal fired
electricity generating capacity.

The us based
Environmental Defense Fund
estimates that the new pro-
jects will add the single
biggest new source of green-
house gas emissions on the
entire planet: 2.5 percent of
the tota! global carbon emis-
sions.

Meanwhile, the GEF also.

evaluation of the GEF
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ted Over Green Fund
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wants to give US$5 million to
Laos for forestry protection.
The catch is that it only comes

with the loan from the Bank it-

self, which requires that
Vientiane fulfill certain condi-
tions. This would include a
new law that would have the
country's forests divided up
into Resource Management
Areas for logging.

And In Kenya. a GEF plan to
protect two monkey species —
the Red Colubus and the Tana
River Crested Mangabey — in

- the Tana river area in Kenya,

will require the resettlement

- of 5,000 tribal people.

Commented Nehemiah
Rotich, a Kenyan representa-
tive of the East Africa Wildlife
Society: “What it (the GEF)
calls community development
is in fact community manipula-
tion and the so-called volun-
tary resettlement is reality an
eviction programme.”

Notably, the GEF was forced
to cancel a US$2.5 million
project for mixed native
species tree farms in Ecuador
that was su to help the
local Chachi peoples. In fact, it
financed the richest forestry
company in the country and
violated the Bank's own guide-
lines on protecting the com-

munity’s rights.

Indeed, an independent
by a team
picked by fund chairman and
World Bank official Mohammed
El-Ashry reported in
November 1993 that "no [ur-
ther allocation of funds to new
projects should be made"” until
proper strategies are devel-

oped.

A recent internal memo
from UNDP said the GEF "has
to a large extent failed to take
into account input from the
other implementing agencies”
(other than the Bank). It de-
tailed six meetings that these
agencies held on this subject,
where it complained that the
GEF chairman "impose con-
sensus” on the other agencies.

‘The memo also accused the
World Bank of trying to pull
wool over the eyes of govern-
ments in order to wrest con-
trol of the GEF by advocating
that the fungd be legally set up
by the Bank.

Actual environmental con-
cerns were even said to have
been put on the backburner
while the Northern and
Southern delegates wrangled
endlessly about the structure
and, control of the organisation
before finally reaching a com-
promise.

Said a UN official who asked
not to be identified: "1 have yet
to hear anybody talk about the
environment here. It is money
that is talking.”

EDF staff economist
Korinna Horta added, "The
new GEF has postponed dect-
sions on essential matters like
access to information and par-
ticipation of affected commu-
nities. The deal should have
been postponed.”

OR 17 years Jonathan

Scott has made the

Masal Mara National
Reserve in Kenya his photo-
graphic studie, his artist's
canvas. It is also his home and
he worries for its future.

The survival of the Mara as a
protected area depends on con-
tinued tourist income. However,
in recent years fears about se-
curity in Kenya have reduced
the number of foreign tourists
who see it as a crime-ridden
country. That image worsened
when adverse publicity
throughout Europe arose from
the murder of British tourist
Juliee Ward and then allega-
tions of a cover-up of the case
by Kenyan government officials.

In many ways the security
problem has been blown out of
proportion. The number of at-
tacks on tourists in Kenya pales
compared to the totals in other
crime-ridden destinations
around the world. Crime else-
where, however, does not seem
to attract the morbid fascina-
tion of a killing in Africa.

To save Kenya from the va-
garies of the tourist industry
that could damage the long-
term future of the Mara and
other parks or reserves. Scoll
says there is a need to ensure
the economic viability of the
area for the Masai people.

"The wildlife sanctuary that
provides tangible material profit
is going to be the one that sur-
vives,” Scott writes in Kingdom
of Lions,* his latest photo-
graphic and narrative publica-
tion on the wildlife of the Masai
Mara. ""For as long as the
Masai see a financial return for
the hundreds of thousands of
visitors who drive annually
across their land, there is hope.

by Keith Somerville

Photographer Jonathan Scoft has mode his name and a
home on the Mara gome reserve in Kenya. iis profection
depends on visiors fo the area and iately these have all
butl dried up. The couses are fears over securily in the
country, bod publicity and concern thal the reserve may

be taken over by the

in Nairobi. Gemini

News Service falks to Scoit about his fears for the reserve’s

long-term survival,

Jonathan Scott: Masai Mara man

Only by removing poverty can
the wilderness be saved ’

The book, his fifth in a series
of different aspects of life on the
reserve, pulls together much of
his existing work to give an
overall picture of the Masai
Mara. It is a comprehensive
view of the daily life. annual
cycles and future prospects of
one of Africa’'s most spectacular
and important ecosystems.

He shows the savage and the
social sides nfﬁthe predators and

the prey of the Mara. In his next
project. Scott plans to look at
the future of the Masai and
Masailand as a whole.

Scott is now also Increas-
ingly concerned with the wider
picture of the Masal people
themselves. They own the Mara.
For decades they have lived
alongside it or in the reserve,
but they perceive threats to

. their control, he says.

The recent killing of a femaile

rhino, Scott adds. was likely to

have been a political gesture by
the Masai to warn of the conse-

quences of taking control of the
land away from them in favour
of officials in Nairobi. The Masai
have generally killed only to
protect their livestock or their
families. They have not been
major poachers. Now they could
be willing to kill wildlife to pro-
tect their land.

On the tourism issue. Scott
opposes a totally materialistic
approach. He is wary of the
southern African pattern of

While a total ban was
to bring an abrupt
halt to the elephant slaughter in

Tanzania, he says, there is a
need in country such as
Zimmbabwe to cull the animals to
reduce their numbers and to
generate funds for conservation.

He wants to balance eco-
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Openwater Fisheries Under Threat

HE inland openwater fi-
l sheries of Bangladesh co-
nsisting mainly of the
rivers and their floodplains
have been the major source of
fish production in the country
for decades supporting upto
10 million people in their
livelihoods and providing the
main source of animal protein
for the poor. However, In
recent years the production of
fish from the openwaters has
decreased drastically.

The decrease is due to a
number of reasons. The share
of inland openwater capture
fishery production has de-
creased to 49.5 percent In
1990-91 from 61.84 percent
in 1983-84, a decrease of
12.34 percent within the span
of a relatively short period. A
reduction of the floodplain
area due to man-made inter-
ventions such as embankmernts
for flood control and drainage
projects (figure) is a major
cause. Pollution of waters from
agrochemical run-off especially
in the flowing streams and
rivers also contributes to the
decline. There has also been
an increase in the fishing
pressure in the openwaters as
more and more people take to
fishing as the openwaters are
the only common property
remaining which the poor can
access with a boat and simple
fishing net.

One of the main results has
been a rapid decrease in the
proportion of indigenous major
carps in the floodplains.
These include ruhi (Labeo ro-
hita). catla (Catla catla) and
mrigal (Cirrhinus. mrigelal
which used to constitute upto

| 20 per cent of the openwater

fish catch. In recent years this
has come down to less than 1
per cent. The rapid depletion
of these species has caused the
government of Bangladesh to
try to stock the floodplains. A

species such as bacha
(Eutropicthys vacha), ghonia

OR years conservation-

ists have crusaded to

protect the disappearing
tropical rain forests. A new
WWF report makes it clear that
temperate forests are just as
threatened.

"The warld has more than 2
billion hectares of temperate
forests, but these ecosystems
arc deteriorating rapidly,” says .
Chris Elliott, WWF's Senior

Forest Policy Officer.
WWF releases the first ever
.comprehensive te forest

report on 28 October. The con-
clusion? Temperate forests are
getting the same treatment as
their tropical counterparts.
“Valuable woodlands are being
felled, indigenous people are be-
ing pushed aside, and animal
and plant species are being
lost,” says Ellott.

For example, Sweden is often
heid up as a model country be-
eause more than 58 per cent of

number of other well-known

(Labeo gonius), nandil (Labeo
nandina) which were common
some years ago are no longer
being reported.

The inland openwater fish-
eries of Bangladesh are among
the largest and most complex
fisheries in the world with
over 260 species of fish and
prawn, over 50 different fish-
ing gears and millions of full-
time and part time fishermen

including women and children.

erful people. The government
has recently introduced the

New Fisheries Management
Policy (NFMP) with the view to
identify the genuine fishermen
and issue _them with annually
renewable licences to fish
through the Department of
Fisheries. Although the results
of the NFMP have been posi-
tive where it has been applied
it has yet t6 be applied in most
of the jalmahals mainly due to
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Trends- in FCD developments. floodplains loss and floodplains

fish production in Bangladesh

Practically every household in
or near the openwaters has a
boat and net and carries out
fishing at some time of the
year particularly during the
MOTISOO0T.

The major fisheries known
as ‘jalmahals’ or water estates
are under the control of the
Ministry of Lamd and are leased
out usually on an annual basis
but also on 3 or more years
leases. The leases are sup-
posed to go to fishermen co-
operative societies but such
cooperatives are often con-
trolled by a few relatively pow-

Forgotten Forests

the reluctance of the Ministry
of Land to hand over jurisdic-
tion of the jalmahals to the
Ministry of Fisheries and Live-
stock.

Until very recently the in-
land openwater fisheries have
been neglected both in terms
of research as well as devel-
opment interventions. How-
ever, there have been a num-
ber of recent major projects to
try to stock the floodplains
with funding from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) and
World Bank (see box story).
The DOF collects data on pro-

by Leigh Ann Hurt

its land is covered with trees.
But most of this woodland is ac-
tually plantation or intensively

forests. Primary forest
is being cut down so fast that
within 15 years, apart from a

few reserves, it could be entirely

A new WWF report reveals that deforesiation is not just a

tropical fopic. Temperate forests demand our immedi-
ate atiention.

wiped out. Over the years, con-
flicts have erupted between
timber companies and the
Sami, also known as Lapps,
over deer grazing rights.
Reindeer eat lichen found only
on old trees. Plantation trees

the

duction through the Fisheries
Resource Survey System
(FRSS) but they do not have
adequate manpower and funds
to cover the whole country in
depth.

.Recentlv z>me studies have
been carried out to estimate
the production in the flood-
plains including the

h Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies (BCAS), the
Fisheries study under the
Flood Action Plan (FAP-17)

funded by ODA and the Ford
Foundation.

All these studies point to
the fact that the productivity of
fisheries, par-
ticularly the floodplains is
probably much than

sly estimated. It was
previously thought to be

around 50 kg per hectare but a

The results of the research
indicate that the openwater
fisheries are still an extremely

Steps are needed to protect
the openwater fisheries and
the millions of people who de-
pend on them for their liveli-
hoods and nutrition.

News Letter

are felled young and deer fodder

' is running out.

In the US, the contentious
debate on the fate of the last old
forests in the Pacific
northwest continues. Home to
500-year-old redwood and rare
spotted owl, these state- and
-owned forests are be-

"ing cut down by timber con-
cerns, backed by powerful gov-

ernment lobbyists.

Chilean ment incen-
tives entice loggers to clearcut
old woodlands and replace them
with tree plantations. Like
many menoculture plantation
schemes, this one uses non-na-
tive so Chile loses its
endemic trees and the' land-
scape is degraded and left open
to possible pest infestations.

Air pollution is another cul-
prit. in the 1970s as
the assassin of Germany's
Black Forest, acid rain has
killed or weakened at least 50O

million hectares te mate
trees in Europe ne. Other

hard hit areas: China and the
eastern US. b
Along with the report, WWF,
whose target is "sustainable
forestry by 1995, is launching
a worldwide campaign to urge
governments to deal with tem-
perate forests’ long-term sur-
vival. "Te te forests have
been . We must stop the
decades of shortsighted man-

ﬁnenl practices,” concludes
. — WWF



