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Rohingya Repatriation?
The Trade Minister of Myanmar Lt. General

Tun Kyi who came to Dhaka to talk border trade
as a mark of improvement in the working rela-
tionship between Yangon and Dhaka had to pre-
dictably respond to questions on Rohingya repa-
triation - an unfinished business between the
countries. We are pleasantly surprised to fote
from his clarifications that Myanmar government
had cleared one lakh refugees for repatriation.
Some 50,000 have already gone back home. We
wonder what is holding up the return of the
listed 100,000 refugees to mar now?

The Myanmar Minister apparently has had his
own snap-shot perception of where the hitch
may be lying. He has surmised that the refugees
are choosing to stay back because “honestly,
they are currently having a better life in your
country” — getting aid from the UNHCR the
NGOs — than they would have on return to
Myanmar. But the refugees’ natural inclination
should be to return to their country at the earli-
est. That they are instead shing in a foreign
landr:i' choice against the best dictate of their
natural instinct to be home-going by the Minis-
ter's view-point — cannot reflect very well on
their host. Although we are stopping short at
suggesting that their patriotism may well have
been qucatiunzgc by the remark, we cannot help
sa that it s not quite speak enough of the
ntzi::l'g side. The Myanmar ‘Igad: Minister has
sought to remove the impression though that
there had been any ill-treatment meted out to
them or they had to face any religious discrimi-
nation. At any rate, his government's ‘readiness’
to rehabilitate the refugees in Myanmar goes
down well now.

The statistical realities about the Rohingya
repatriation are: out of 2,68,000 refugees,

,000 have gone back to M mar, 1,00,000
await repatriation after ob clearance from
the Myanmar government, and as many as
1,18, are yet to be cleared for their home-

The tangible result in terms of repatriation
being less than a quarter of the desired level,
even after such long-drawn negotiations, it is the
rolling of the ball into each other’s court, every
time there is an impasse, that diminishes our
faith in the way the entire question is be
handled. Mr Werner Blatter, the regional UNHC

functionary who had come here after the cyclone
pointed out that the UNHCR has developed a

EIOI«?I‘F’I ‘access’ to Myanmar.  As far as we know, a
side

CR office has also been opened on the other

So, what could be hol up the repatri-
ation process — we are quite fr at a loss to
understand. Has any lingering misunderstanding
cast its shadow over the relationship between the
UNHCR and the government of Bangladesh? It
had been made to appear sometime ago that
Bangladesh was rushing with the repatriation
process. The occasional UNHCR remarks sug-
gested some like that when they laid stress
on their own verification harping on
‘'voluntariness’ of thé return. We appréciate the
application of standard international norms but

at is inexplicable is why those who have been
ELemﬂed t{lﬂr repatriation a\{gh to still pass their

ys in the refugee camps? ere d the s
really lie ? We would like to know ﬁﬁ,nur ;;'g—
eign Ministry and the UNHCR what really is
_goinﬁ on with the repatriation process at this

Death of a Single-man
Institution

The top man ‘of adesh’s music is dead.
Abdul d, or Ahad Bhai as he was lovingly
called by musicians and indeed all contributing in

the cultural field of the land, was an institution
himself. With Ahad closes a chapter of the
people’s cultural endeavour this side of the Rad-
cliffe border. This is not only because in his pas-
sage we have lost one who did not merely
breathe the same air and live in the same campus
- as did Rabindranath but sat at the great one’s feet
and excelled in absorbing music and culture
" from him. His was a unique pionee and fron-
tiersmanship that literally filled € vacuum
created in the cultural arena of the gost&paruﬂun
Dhaka. He did that almost singlehandedly. He
was a lone , ot only in music but in every-
thing-dying a bachelor and always lonely in his
achievements as perhaps in his sufferings of
which he would not let anybod¥ know — that be-
ing an’ expression of his sense of decency and cul-
ture

He did not cut many discs of his own perfor-
mance as a er, one does not know why. It can

be that he enjoyed composing, arrangi and

producing music — m his mark in all three
— more thgn . But he was a singer all right
of fewsing and culture, knowledge and skill,

which owed in a great measure to his serious
sadhana in his late teens which earned him top
poston 1, 4, B
: ‘His stint at Santiniketan as a peer of Su-
i of e e dary Saila Y Mionies
of a an Majumdar
m Santﬁﬂlme must h'.!we begn sl.mlllarly re-
sponsible for making him an authnrltly of Tagore
song and a composer of unforgettably excellent
melodies. *

The authority in the young master was recog-
nised by stalwarts like Pankaj Mullik and He-
manta Mukherjee who recorded Tagore songs
under his and direction. One of the best
performance of Suchitra Mitra on ophone
disc is the delightful ‘Tomay Amay Khonike
Dekha"—-a_mudcmaongtmwcib%AbciulAhad—
and this marked the flowering of a near-genius
composer who benefited the early years of East

Pakistan musically. But far more i:llEnrtant than
exponent of Bengali music, and

that as foremost
un and ever creative, his was a most effec-

tive contribution in the transformation of East

Pakistan into a
His resistance to the pervasive anti-Tagore
campaign in the government establishments,
specially radio where he worked till retirement,
in the midsixties was quite in keeping with his
character and convictions. dec g to sign
thfm?mg::s 'statement of Forty Thieves' advo-
ca a on ore — he acted courageously.
But at the aamiagtime he was a 'father mﬂfn
and musicians, this side or that of Taﬁl:l
ere will not ever be anyone quite like
again. Our sympathies to his near ones.

ngal Music Conference in

T'he Daily Star Public Debate

The Proposition is: Should the Next General Elections

be Held un

ITHOUT the develop-
ment of proper ins-
titutions, democracy
cannot survive, Allout efforts
must be made to build demo-
cratic Institutions, failing
which the newly-born parlia-

‘mentary democracy may face

serious crisis. Both the gov-
ernment party and the opposi-
tion bear the responsibilities
to build democratic institu-
tions with a view to institu-
tionalising democracy.

Constitution has given Lhe’
guarantee to the majority party
to rule the country while the
opposition has the right to
make constructive criticism of
the government. In all demo-
cratic countries, government
party and the opposition de-
velop side by side. When an
action is taken by the govern-
ment for the welfare of the
people, it is well appreciated
by the opposition. Similarly,
the government also takes into
account the constructive sug-
gestions of the opposition.
This is how a democratic cul-
ture is built up in a society.
Tolerance, understanding and
fellow-feeling play an impor-
tant role in the growth of a
healthy democratic atmo-
sphere.

Politicians must remember
that if there is democracy,
there must be a government
party and the opposition. And
in the elections. one wins and
the - other loses. The party
which gets the mandate of the
people rules the country and
the other remains in the oppo-
sition and makes constructive
criticism and creates public
opinion in its favour. They
courageously face the people to
have their mandate in the next
election and accordingly form
the government.

After the birth of
Bangladesh, we missed the
best opportunity to build up
natio unity on the basis of

national consensus for the re-
construction of a war-ravaged
country. During that period,
like South Africa of today,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman or his
party could have formed a na-
tional government, as Nelson
Mandela has done in South
I ited States Census Bu-
reau remind us that we

do hold a world record of a
sort. Ours is the world's most

HE findings of the Un-

- crowded eountry. Our po-

pulation density in 1994 has
been computed at 939 persons-
per square kilometre. Ac-
cording to the 1991 Census,
the population density was 755
persons per square kilometre.

We seem to have added quite a .

bit to our human resources in
three years time.

The US Census Bureau
takes our population at 125
million, living in an area of
144,000 sq km. The 1991
Census gave us a living area of
147,570 sq km for 111 million

people. To go by the nightly °

BTV spot on population

growth, we are now 118 mil- »

lion people living in this coun-
try. At an annual growth rate of
2 per cent, we might end up

| this year adding another mil-

lion mouths — may be a hun-
dred thousand or so more.
That still leaves us short of
125 million. However, we rest
assured that these small dif-
ferences cannot dislodge us
from the top position on the
global chart. Our nearest rival
Japan has a population density

of 317 persons per sq km and
the next country on the list,

India, 309. Despite the differ-
ences of a few million people
and some hundreds of square
kilometres of land area on the
computation sheets, ours still
remain the most populous
country on the face of the
earth.

In the matter of quality of
life, our place is nearer the
bottom of the global chart. The
UNDP Human Development
Index gave us a ranking of 147
in 1993 among 173 countries

Sir, Your esteemed daily of
April - 25, '94 carried two let-
ters on Rohingya issue written
one by Janab Ghulam Murshid
and the other by Janab Jilani.

" Our government's specula-
tion and the expected result
on repatriating Rohingyas have
proved to be disappointing and
the aforesaid writers have
given a picture of situation in
Arakan. In this connection,
your daily had recently carried »
out a news jtem of fresh influx
of Fohingyas but your

had seemingly failed to find
out the root cause of fresh in-
flux and |nstead reasoned that
these poor Rohingyas are in
search of relief and bet-
ter living condition in camps.
You will agree that any fabrica- -
tion of information any way is
not the norm.of good report-
ing and the weaker the source,
the quicker the farce to sur-
face.

Though they are refugees
and have the right to equal
rights and status per UN man-

der a Caretaker Government?

Today Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia, Member, Standing
Committee, Bangladesh Nationalist Party and Minister for
Housing and Works, argues against the proposition

Interviewed by Chapal Bashar

we believe that the improve-
of the election process
and non-interference in the
EC's function are the guaran-
tee for fair elections., and that
is how all other countries in-
cluding England achieved the
process of conducting the
elections in a free and fair at-

meni

mosphere.
In every democracy, there

institutions.

ministries,

system of parllament must be

racy.
I think, the present stag-

nant
we can ensure fair, impartial
meaningful and credible elec-

tion in the country. During the

9 years movement against au-

Africa. All patriotic citizens of
Bangladesh, except those who
opposed liberation war, could
have been incorporated in that
national government. If that
type of government could have
been made a reality. | am sure
the question of [orming
BAKSAL would not have arisen.
That national government
could have laid the foundation
for resolving all the crises
faced by the new-born country,
including political and eco-
nomic problems. | have no he-
sitation in saying that the unity
through a national govern-
ment, could have helped to re-
build the country as an ex:
ploitation-free Bangladesh and
this could avert 1he tragedy in
August of 1975

We have not shown any atti-
tude of opportunism
(subidhabadi manoshikota) by
not accepting the concept of
caretaker government. We
don’t believe that the care-

taker government is a guaran-
tee for a fair election. Rather,

poorest natiomrs not only in the
world but also in the region.

It should also be pointed
out here that the increased
crowding of the country over
the years past does not neces-
sarily signify that the popula-
tion growth rate has acceler-
ated. In fact, data published by
the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics about intercensal
growth rates of population
show a marginally declining
trend. The population growth
rate was 2.48
1974, 2.35 per cent in 1981

and 2.17 pér cent in 1991. In
short. population continues to

grow but at a slower pace. Land
area, on the other hand, re-
mains fixed. Each birth thus
sérves to precipitate popula-
tion density.

A poor countiry tends to

consider a growing population
more of a bane than a blessing.

Endemic poverty gets blamed

on a rising population. Slices of
the cake come out thin for all
to share. You bake a bigger
cake. Yet the slices get thin-
ner. It's just that there are
ever increasingly more people

to share the cake. You never

seem to catch up with it. In
the usual jargon, sustainable
growth eludes you.

50 you have to keep the
size of the population within
sustainable limits. The growth
of population has to be slowed
down. Now a days, population
control is considered too stark,
an expression by many. Some
even find family planning an
inadequate combination of
words to carry the full import

i3

their returns — one group
from India to Bangladesh and
the other from adesh to
Burma -~ is clearly not the
same. While Bangladesh is
providing all the facilities to
the home-coming Chakma
refugees, Burma is reportedly

torturing the returnees, killing -

and violating the chastity of
women until recently.

Our think-tank should give
a serious review of the case

‘and should not take steps that

may put Bangladesh into any
embarrassing position. We have
cried enough for Bosnian Mus-
lims, Kashmiris and Seouth
African blacks and should at
least speak for those unfortu-
nate at our door steps.

M J Wahab
Chittagong

An unspeakable
reality

Sir, I am a resident student
of Zahurul Haq Hall of Dhaka

per cent in

Accountability is the main feature of the democratic government. Without accountability, democratic
institutions cannot be built up, and since the caretaker government has no accountability, it cannot be
developed as an institution. It is the development of the institution which can guarantee fair election, not the

stop-gap arrangemeniguch as caretaker government.

| In my view, the concept of caretaker government is against the principle of democracy which provides right
to rule after getting a mandate from the people. Moreover, it is an attempt to avoid the responsibility of
building proper institutions like Election Commission to conduct fair elections. |

To develop the demodratic culture, politicians shall have to accept the responsibility for any
taking place. Future of democracy in Bangladesh solely depends on the ability of politicians and political

is a shadow cabinet — it gives
parallel view on every matter
including foreign policy, fi-
nancial management., unem-
ployment problemm and what
not. People can judge what
policy they have whilé the
opposition can say that the
government has failed jn
development activities and can
show alternatives how they will
solve the problem.

The oppo
the 'Golden Hand-shake' policy
of the government which has
been adopted due to loss of
hundreds of crores of taka in
nationalised sector.

Mere criticism of the gov-
ernment does not bring an end
to the responsibility of the op-
position — they have to con-
vince . the people about how
they will solve the problem
when they will be in power.
The developments in our poli-
tics such as sovereign parlia-
ment, Election Commission,
accountability of the govern-
ment, transparency of the

‘and. fasofly
planning programme. Human
resource development sound
even better. !

In the name of human re-
source development, you could
evéen promote population
growth, albeit on a selective
basis. Singapore provides in-
centives to educated women to
have more children. Conceiv-
-ably, such a policy could bring
about a qualitative improve-
ment in the future stock of
human resources. To us. how-

ever,
seem just too outlandish. We
give education to our women
so that they may grow wiser
and have fewer children.

~As the population grows so
does food needs. In the area of
foodgrain  production, we-
seem to have achieved a no-
table success. The country is
now nearly self-sufficient in
food. The output of foodgrain
is rising annually at a rate

' faster than the population

growth. There should be
plenty of food for the teeming
millions, then. Well, the avail-
ability of food per capita has

‘increased. However, this does

not mean that every family has
ready access to as much food it
requires to meet is consump--
tion needs. It's just that many
of them are too poor to lay

sition is criticising

locratic government and even
in Lthe joint declaration of the
three alliances, there was no
formula of any caretaker gov-
ernment. Under special cir-
cumstances, deposed presi-
dent Ershad removed his vice-
president in the face of the
people's movement and ap-
pointed Chief Justice

It may be remembered that
after the election under
Shahabuddin's government,
Sheikh Hasina alleged subtle
rigging in the polls. Who will

centres on how

. They prefer » hands on

ALONG MY WAY

give the guarantee that this
type of allegation will not be

raised again?

The whole purpose of this

dernburished although food is
more plentiful in supply and

cheaper in price.

Poverty indicators quoted in
the latest UNDP report on

human development show that

nearly 50 per cent of the rural
households in the country
canrot meet different propor-
tions of calorie and protein re-
quirements in full. Another re-
cent study, also funded by the
UNDP, reveals that in the ur-
ban areas too, 44 per cent of

* money to buy feod. -
So" they ' still femaih Aun-.

the households suffer from
malnutrition. Despite near-au-

tarky in food, half the popula-

tion still remain undernour-
ished. ;

How about shelter? As re-
ported in the press, a recent
official survey found that the
country is running short of
three million housing units.
Nearly 15 million people have
no shelter. The survey forecast
that by the year 2000, the
number of people without
homes could rise to 25 mil-
lion.

All the same, we also have
to take note of the improve-
ment in some of the quality of
life indicators at the
of the decade of the nineties
as compared to the eighties.
The number of hospitals has
increased by about 32 per

e g e S £ R B S e e R

University. But now 1 feel

ashamed of disclosing that. Za-
hurul Haq Hall has a glorious
historical background. Some
outstanding political person-
alities passed their University
life as residents of this hall. We
also felt proud to be a part of
this hall. But it is a matter of
profound regret that for the
last few years the resident
students of this hall have been
passing their days in great
miseries. This hall is now to-
lally dominated by some peo-
ple who are not actually stu-
dents. They are oppressing the
general students and are tak-
ing part in even inhuman ac-
tivities. They are a threat to
the honour of the campus as a
whole, but are believed to
have strong political backings.

The incident on April 30,
when a girl was raped in
Room No. 301 has put the
whole nation into a state of
profound shock. The girl was
at last rescued by two police-
men the Detective Branch and
the Hall Provost, and | was a

witness to this episode.

Surprisingly enough, no
case was filed or no man was
arrested though the policemen
and naturally the provost had
known well who were the
boarders of Room 301. More-
over, the Provost while not
taking any actions against
them has issued an order that
no girl should be allowed to
enter into the hall and it was
issued on the same night the
incident took place. '

Then only our Proctorial
Committee formed an investi-
gation team with four house tu-
tors of this hall. But we are
sceptical about the outcome
of the investigation.

At last, | demand on behalf
of the general students of
Dhaka University, for ensuring
a congenial academic atmo-
sphere and providing a real so-
lution to these kinds of
shameful acts.

A K M Bablu
Zahurul Haq Hall,
Dhaka University.

and commitiee episode should be to ensure

fair and impartial elections.
Election Commission is the

thgn the money prescribed by
candidate fails to
satisfy the EC that his expendi-
ture was not beyond the limit,
his election should be declared

the EC. if any

null and void by the EC.
For en

be introduced in this
During the elections

will he allowed to use govern-

ment machinery and facilities.

Building democratic insti-
tutions is a process and there
is ample scope to develop it. It

took hundreds of years to de-

velop British democracy.
Money does not play an impor-

tant role any more in British

elections. In the last two elec-
tions in Britain, election ex-
penditures were found to be

decreasing.
Since the caretaker gov-
ermment is not an elected one,

it does not acquire any consti-

tutional democratic legitimacy

o govermr while it does not

Riddle of Population, Poverty and Plenty

with. a per GNP : i
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45 per cent. Number of doc-
tors has more than doubled
while the number of nurses
and midwives has trebled.
About 85 per cent of the rural

lation get safe water to
drink. Infant mortality rate has
come down to 88
from around 111. People live

longer. Life expectancy at birth

has improved by nearly 3 per

cent and now exceeds 56
years. All these are indeed
welcome developments but

~also imply that the country

would grow even
crowded unless birth
come down significantly.
As noted earlier, our per
capita income stands at $ 220.
This shows an increase of just
about ten dollars over a period
of three years. We may not be
growing peorer but neither
are we on the way to getting
out of the poverty trap fast. Be-
sides, 45 per cent of income
accrue to 20 per cent people
who belong to the top and up-
per middle brackets. It thus
seems more likely that incre-
ments in income would ac-
crue mainly to the -affluent
segment of the population. If at
all, the poor benefits only
marginally. The overall
mpawrty situation remains dis-

L - [ ] -

more
rates

HE other day, Bangla-

desh welcomed Ms

Leung Lai Ching, a
foreign investor, as a new cit-
izen of the country. If I re-
member right, the Home Min-

ister himself did the lady the

BTV

news
Sir, | didn't want to miss

ﬂ:e 8 o'clock BTV news on 8

May as .the day was ]33rd
birth anniversary of Ra-
bindranath Tagore. The script
on Tagore item and the sup-
porting visual was seen to be
the worst perhaps I've ever
watched on BTV news com-
memorating any anniversary of
Tagore.

b

The newsman who drafted
the story seemed to have been
reproducing what he wrote in
his earliest essay on Tagore.

. His paragraphs repeatedly be-

gan with ‘Bishwakabi® Ra-
bindranath. He could simply
write “Kabiguru®™ Rabindra-
nath.

Then again while Papya
Sarwar along with other

singers were seen rendering .

Tagore songs newscaster was
heard continue reading what
the speakers (including the
Speaker of JS) said on that
occasion! No precision, no

fair elections,
public awareness should be
created and identity cards can

per thousand
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enjoy Lhe mandaie from
. 80,
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is the development of the in-

honour of handi over her
citizenship papers. en-
trepreneurs can obtain citizen-
ship of this country if they in-

‘ yntn,ommm

Hobagrdoodec st
; acquiring citi-
zenship of Bangladesh this way.
Hats off, sorry-caps on — to the
valiant lady. :

zenship to foreign investors. It
was that

Kong. Population
density in both Hong Kong and
Singapore is five-times or
more than ours. In the case of
Hong Kong, there are about

\ 5,500 persons per sq. km.

and in Singapore, nearly
4.500. Yet, they are terribly
rich by our standard. Their per
capita income stands at around
$ 13,000 compared to our $
220. They are decidedly more
populous than we are. How-
ever, our lot is poverty and
theirs affluence. Any correla-
tion between population and
poverty is not easy to discern
here. Meanwhile, we carry on
our fight both against popula-
tion growth and poverty. Some
day, may be, we will come
R T R N W
I , Hong
and Singapore are more like
city-states. Their population
.density should not be seen as
thwarting our as the
most crowded in the
~world. Our record remains un-

tarnished, you might say.

suall Even there ran no visual
of Bangla Academy story on
that occasion. The visual part
of Shishu Academy story was
also poorly done.

The story of Tagore series
anti-climaxed when the Agri-
cultural Minister was quoted to
have said at another function at
Shilaidaha — ".... Tagore en-
joyed boatriding on the river
Padma .... . He glorified the
mighty river Padma. But the
Padma has all dried up due to
Farakka barrage. Our neigh-
bouring India should let the
Padma flow again .... ." It re-
minds us of the anecdote
where the student memorized
essay on ‘the river' but was
asked to write on ‘the cow’ ...
he began on cow and ended
into river!

The Tagore Story 94 per-
haps tells well the ignorance
or negligence and crisis that

BTV news is passing through.

Mukud,
Rampura, Dhaka



