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Six snatchers
rounded up in
Brahmanbaria

BRAHMANBARIA, May 16:
were

Six alleged snatchers
rounded up by the police in

separate incidents in the last

week, reports UNB.
According to police,

while the snatcher alongwith
his
snatc
a client of the bank on May 10.
The arrested was identified
as Idris Miah. A case was
lodged in this connection.

In another incident, local

businessman Habibur Rahman
was robbed of while shopping
. in a sh centre at T A
road. He said he drew cash Tk
96,000 from IFIC bank and
while paying the shopkeeper a
gang of hijackers snatched

away the entire amount.
A case was filed and police

later rounded up five snatchers
namely Masum, Ramzan Miah,
Ahmed, Hiru Miah and Mukh-
less Miah from the town in
this connection. i

Meanwhile, in a broad day
light on May 8, a rickshaw pas-
senger was robbed of Tk
54,000. According to the vic-
tim, while he was going to
Pairta by-pass road with the
amount in his bag. an uniden-
tified passenger shared his
rickshaw at Kalibari crossing.

‘When the rickshaw reached
at the by-pass the unidentified
man got down from the rick-
shaw and fled away.

Later the bag holder found
in his astonishment that his
bag was cut off and there was

no money in the bag.

Foundation of
Gazipur district
jail laid

GAZIPUR, May 16: The gov-
ernment is planning to set up
one industrial unit in each jail
of the country where the pris-
oners will be able to involve
themselves in income generat-
ing activities, reports BSS.

This was informed by Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chowd-

hury at the foundation laying
ceremony of Gazipur district

Jute Minister ASM Hannesn
Shah and State Minister for
Science and Technology Prof
M A Mannan attended the
function as the special guests
while Inspector General of
Prison Brig. Abul Hossain ex-
plained different aspects of the

Matin said the jails of the
country would be turmed into
correction cemtres gradually so
that after release the prisoners
could lead a heailthy social life.
‘Several recommendations of
the Jail Commission have al-
ready been implemented and
the rests will be implemented
in phases, he said.

on the occasion
ASM Hannan Shah said the

in the to be built on six
acres of land at a cost of Taka
8.85 crore.

Truck plunges
into ditch,
4 killed,
three hurt

The driver and the helper

to escape. Police
seized the truck and a case has
been filed.

' Fugitive JCD
leader held

PABNA. May 16 : Police ar-
rested a fugitive JCD leader,
Momtajur Rahman, from his

one
snatcher was caught by a guard
of Janata Bank of the town

two accomplices was
cash Tk 4,500 from
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KURIGRAM, May 16 : About
10,000 acres of land in differ-

| ent char areas under Ku

and Lalmonirhat districts re-
main uncultivated evéry year.
These chars are suitable for
ground nut cultivation.

A source of Agriculture De-
partment disclosed that
ground nuts are cultivated on a
few acres of land in the char
areas. More lands are culti-
vated to grow sesame (teel),
Kaun, and "dhoyencha”,

In some parts of char land,
tall grass (logcally know as
Kashia) grows which are used
as fodder and in dwelling
houses. Natural causes do not
permit to grow high yielding
variety of crops in the sandy
land.

Agricultural experts opine
that sandy char land is suitable
for ground nut production.
About 30 maunds of ground
nuts may be grown here per
acre. But due to lack of proper
motivations such a prospective
cultivations is ignored.
Only a few cultivators of the
areas cultivated ground nuts
with their own initiative.

It may be mentioned that a

vast areas of river belt Kuri-
gram and Lalmonirhat districts
possess char land where
ground nuts may be grown
abundantly.

It is felt that planned
scheme and assistance to the
growers may encourage them
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mighty Arial Khan river is gradually dying. Water level has abnormally fallen threatening
navigational routes. Picture shows a part of the river in Shibchar thana. Communication through
area had to be suspended recently due to largescale formation of small chars (shoals)

this river from the
— Star photo.

committed in
Kushtia

KUSHTIA, May 16 : A dar-
ing dacoity was committed on
Thursday night at the shops of
Haji Ashraf A and Ganesh Das
at Brabazar in the town, re-
ports BSS,

The dacoits armed with
deadly weapons broke open
the door of the shops and
made good their way with cash
and kinds worth over Tk fifty
thousand. Before they left the
place ' the dacoits exploded
bombs to create panic in the
area. The superintendent of
police and the officer-in
charge of Kushtia police sta-
tion visited the place of occur-

rence. However none has so far
been arrested.

A theft was committed on
Wednesday broad daylight in
the house of Professor Ka-
maluddin of the Islamic Uni-
versity at Mazampur.

Prof. Kamaluddin only a few
hours back left the place for
Dhaka to enjoy the Eid vaca-
tion. ’

in ground nut farming.

The best union parishad
chairman Zafar Ali was ac-
corded a hearty reception by
leaders and workers of Awami
League, Kurigram district unit

recently.

In this Eﬂlmmliﬂn a dis- |

cussion meeting was arranged
at the local pourashava audito-
rium with Aman Ukil local
Awami League leader in the
chair.

Among others, Amjad Hos-
sain Talukder, MP, Nozir Hus-
sain Sarker, Sheikh Reazul
Haque Babul, Nuruzzaman, and
Nurul Islpm took part in the
discussion.

Zafor Ali was adjudged the
best union parishad chairman
with other 41 union parishad
chairman of the country and
awarded gold medals by the
government recently. He is the
chairman of Kanthalbari union
Parishad of Kurigram sadar
thana and general secretary of
Kurigram District Awami
League.

Six families were rendered
shelterless following a devas-
tating fire recently at village
Kashipur in Fulbari thana of
Kurigram district.

Originating from the
Kitchen of one Abu Taleb the
fire soon spread around and
destroyed all the houses of six
families with all household be-
longings. The total loss was

Vast areas in Kurigram remains

From Our Correspondent
estimated at about Taka 5 lakh.
Seminar on
Trading

A seminar on “Identifica-
tion of Export Trade” jointly
organised by Rajshahi Export
Promotion Bureau and
Kurigram Chamber of Co-
mmerce and Industries was
held recently at the Kurigram
chamber bhaban.

Presided over by Chowd-
hury Shafiqul Islam, President
of Kurigram Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries, the
seminar was attended by
Kobad Hussain, Director, Ra-
jshahi Export Promotion Bu-
reau as the chief speaker.

Among others, Muhamad
Abdul Haque, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Kurigram, Chowdhury
Shafiqul Islam, Ashraf Al,
Deputy Director, Kurigram
BSCIC, Alok Karanjai and Abdul
Aziz participated in the discus-

sion.
Farmers’ rally
held

A farmers’ rally was held at
Fulbari thana sadar under the
aegis of shallow owners and
loanee farmers Association re-
cently.

Presided over by Delowar
Hossain, a local farmer, the
rally was attended by Abdul

Karim and Nurunnabi, Presi-

dent and secretary of the asso-
ciation respectively as the

s
T

chief guest and special guest
respectively. 3

The rally was addressed,
among others, 'by Majibur
Rahman, Sekendar Ali, Badal
Ahmed, Abdul Karim, Nu-
runnabi and Delowar Hossain.

After the rally a memoran-

dum was handed over to thana
Nirbahi Officer, Fulbari.

Skin diseases
break out

Skin disease and stomach
ailments broke out in an epi-
demic from in the town and
different villages in nine
thanas of Kurigram district.

Adulterated edible oil such
as ghee, butter oil, mustard oil
and milk. being sold openly in
the local and village markets,
are the main causes of the out-
break of the diseases.

Besides, sale of unwhole-
some eatables in hotels, and
restaurants have worsened the
situation, ¢

It is alleged that the un-
scrupulous traders are in-
‘dulged in this nefarious prar-
tice. '

About 35 percent children
between the age of five and
cight years are living under
breadline in the district,

A recent survey revealed
that 30,000 children in nine
thanas of the district are suf-
fering from malnutrition and
leading distressed lives due to

uncultivated f

extreme poverty. :

The poverty striken chil-
dren are forced to take jobs as
hotelboys, shoe polishboys,
brickfield labourers and bay
servants to support their fami-
lies.

Besides this, a large mem-
ber of children are working in
different industrial concerns
despite prohibition of child
laboyr by the ILO depriving
themselves of universal Pri-
mary Education.

Chess Competition

The prize giving ceremony
of chess competition-'94 ar-
ranged by Kurigram Daba club
was held recently at club
premises with much enthusi-
asim,

Presided over by Munir

; Hussain, President of the club

the prize giving ceremony was
addressed, among others by K
M Elahi Kazol, Secretary. Daba
club, Shafi Khan and Munir
Hussain.

Kalim Khan, a renowned
businessman of Kurigram was
present as the chief guest and
gave away prizes among the
successful competitors.

The recipients of the prizes
were Zoinul Huque Dalu (1st),
Hidar Ali 2nd, Golam Mortuza
3rd, Aminul Islam 4th, K M
Elahi Kazol 5th, Badiuzzaman
6th, Nurunnabi 7th, Nabarun
Chattarjee Moon 8th, Kaisar Ali
9th and Rafiqul Islam 10th.

Daring dacoity |

Irregular

MADARIPUR., May 16: Fre-
gquent power disruptions has
severely damaged operations
in small industrial units in the
district further raising the
number of the unemployed.

Domestic and commercial
consumers of electricity ap-
proached the local Power De-
velopment Board (PDB) au-
thorities time and again urging
them to taka measures to re-
move the problem. However,
nothing has been solved yet.

It is alleged that. some cor-
rupt PDB employees were in-
volved in malpractices giving
unauthorised electric connec-
tions in for money.

The thana and district
headguarters plunge into
darkness for hours every alter-
nate night stopping production
in mills and factories. The ed-
ucational institutions, markets,
commercial centres suffer

most due Lo hrregular power
supply
On the other hand, illegal

electricity consumers use high

| veitage for which the trans-

formers often go out of order
due to over-loading.

Fish scarcity has been pre-
vafling in the district due to
sudden fall in production in

‘Barisal Natak’ recently

power supply hits
mills, factories in Madaripur

From Our Correspondent

different waterbodies.

Local said . the fish
market of the district, once
famous for various species of
fish, has now lost its attraction.

The fishermen used to
catch hundreds of tons of fish
like, ruhi. katla, pangus, boal
etc, from different waterbodies
and rivers of Arial Khan., Ku-
IOar.
Due to lack of proper

" maintenance like re-excavation

of the waterbodies, feeding of
fish, most of the waterbodies
in both government and pri-
vate ownership have been lying
abandoned. Remaining of the
waterbodies are almost unfit
for pisciculture causing acute
decline in fish production.

5 outlawed party
members held
Police arrested five mem-
bers of outlawed Purba Banglar
Sarbahara Party and rescued a
man they has kidnapped here

early Friday.

Local people gheraoced the
miscreants who had taken

sheiter at the Shilchhara fam-
ily planning centre in sadar
thana recently and were
handed over to police.

A nfpdic:fromudlr Dhakamuld -

BARISAL: A group of females are rendering song at the Asurini Kumar Hall nrﬂu'mlu'd by

Rajoir and Shibchar thanas led
by Police Super Shafiqul Islam
raided the centre and arrested
the party members.

The miscreants fired sev-
eral rounds of gunshots and
blasted crackers before they
were rounds up. They were
identified as, Rafiqul Islam
Maflz, 27, Habi, 25 Nannu
Alas Pannu, 23, Sirajul lslam,
25, and Babu Alias Bhulu, 25.
Police said the group abducted
one Mongrej Khan, 85 from
Char Shemareil in Shibchar
thana of the district on March

6 and demand Taka two lakh ,

as ransom from his relatives.

The miscreants declined to
free Mongrej Khan although
his relatives had paid the Taka
25,000 in cash.

One arrested

Police arrested an alleged
dacoit with arms and ammuni-
tion when he was preparing to
commit dacoity at Moralkandi
village in Shibchar thana on
Thursday.

Police, following a tip-off,
raided the village and nabbed
Chan Mia with three pipe
guns, 10 bullets and one dao.
Chan Mia hailled from Lalbagh,

— Star photo

10 lakh students brought
under CPE programme

BARISAL, May 16 : A total of
10.63,040 students including
5,12, 768 girls have been
brought under Compulsory
Primary Education (CPE) pro-
gramme in 38 thanas of six
southern districts under
Barisal division during the cur-
rent academic year, reports
BSS.

According to primary edu-
cation office sources, the total
number of school-going chil-
dren in the six to ten year age
group in this division is
11.37.633.

The percentage of turm up
is 92.

Of the total 3,35,136 stu-
dents including 1.61.443 girls
were admitted to schools in
ten thanas of Barisal district
2.04,153 students Including
1.32,.860 girls in Bhola,
1.36,922 students including
67.969 girls In Pirojpur,
95,245 students including
46,129 girls In Jhalakati,
1.06,986 students including
56,586 girls in Barguna and
1.84 598 students including
89,500 girls in Patuakhali dis-
tricts. the 'source added

Besides, 51,733 students ol
40,440 families in six southern
districts of Barisal division
have been brought under food-
for-education programme
during the current academic
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Meanwhile, 29,95,560 kilo-
grams of wheat have already
been distributed among the
students till April 30, the
source said.

Government has sanctioned
89.37.000 kilograms of wheat
for these students this year.

Sinking of tube-wells
progressing

Another report says sinking
and re-sinking of tube-wells, in
three divisions under Barisal
circle of Public Health Engi-
neering Department have been

progressing fast.

The division covers Barisal,
Jhalakati, Bhola, Patuakhali,
Barguna, Pirojpur, Faridpur,
Rajbari, Gopalgonj, Madaripur
and Shariatpur.

According to an official
source Public Health Engineer-
ing Department (PHE) has un-
dertaken a programme to sink
1,892 deep and 2738 shallow
tube-wells in these districts at
a cost of Tk 9.50.46,000/-
during the current fiscal year.

Of the total 352 deep and
596 shallow tube-wells are be-
ing installed with the financial
assistance from the govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia and rest
from the UNICEF. the source
said

Betel leaf cultivation badly damaged

Tk 15 lakh sanctioned

for rehabilitation

COX'S BAZAR. May 16: Min-
ister for Fisheries and Live-
stock Abdullah Al-Noman re-
cently visited some cyclone hil
areas of Moheskhall thana un-
der Cox's Bazar district and
distributed various relief mate
rials including rice, sharees
and lungis to the distressed
people at the Boro Moheskhall
union parishad premises. re-

ports BSS.

Addressing the local peo-
ple, assembled there the fish-
eries minister said. improved
cultivation of betel leaf and
betel leaf farmings in Mo-
heskhali were badly affected by
the recent cyclone in spite of
less damage to other field

He said. Taka 15 lakh was
sanctioned for the rehabilita
tion of betel leaf cultivation in

I Moheskhalli thana in view of its

importance in our national
economy.

He recalled the devastation
of cyclone in 1991 in Mo-

heskhalli and said that about

26000 bundles of Cl sheet and
more than Taka one crore
were sanctioned for house
building in Moheskhali distri
bution of Cl sheet would con
tinue for those who are really
affected by the recent cyclone,
he said.

Earlier the minister had a
meeting with the government
officials, public representatives
and local elite 3y thana head-
quarters. He enquired about
different matter with the local
people and reviewed tLhe
progress ol rehabilitation pro-
grammes taken after cyclone
of 1991 and the damage by the
recent cyclone
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NARSINDHI

Misappropriation

of water body

protested

May 16 : The people of
Sheelmandi union in sadar
thana organised a rally on
Tuesday protesting UP chair-
man's alleged misappropria-
tion of a waterbody, reports
UNB.

Abdul Hannan, chairman of
Sheelmandi union parishad, al-

legedly grabbed the "Masimpur

Beel” a waterbody of 500
bighas of land at Shahe Protap
near Dhaka-Sylhet highway,
under a fake deed in the name
of his father Sundar Ali.

When the matter came into
light, the local people brought
out a protest procession and
submitted a memorandum to
the Deputy Commissioner of
the district for neces-
sary action in this

Later they held a protest
rally demanding punishment
to the chairman. Presided over
by Sirajul Islam Sarker, it was
also addressed by Babul
Sarker, . Rahsid Nowsher,

Habibur Rahman, UP members

Hiron, Mizan and Mohabbat Ali.

It may be mentioned that
the local people have -been
cultivating fish- in "Masimpur
Beel™ and their liveli-
hood since British period. The
then Jamindar gave the beel to
the local people for making
their livelihood by fishing, it is
learnt. ;

Local people also said the
government tried several
times to lease out the beel but
could not do so due to their
united protect.

They urged the concerned
authorities to look into the
matter and take necessary
steps so that they can regain
the ownership of the beel to
maintain their livelihood.

PABNA

Hotspell
claims two

May 16 : Two day-labourers
sugcumbed to sunstroke at
Atailkola Bazar in sadar thana
Sunday as hotspell continued
to sweep the country's north-.
ern region without respite,
says UNB. -

Hospital sources said,
Asiruddin, 40, of Nazirpur and
Tofazzal Hossain, 26, of
Goyeshpur villages fainted at
the bazar under a scorching

They were fushéd 'to sadar
hospital where attending doc-
tors declared them dead.

Local met office recorded
temperature at 42.6 degree
Celsius Sunday.

JAMALPUR

Electricity supply
workers hold
conference

May 16 : A conference of
Bidyut Sramik-Karmachari
Oikya Parisad of Sherpur re-
gion was held at its office here
at Sadarghat road on Thursday,
reports UNB.

Presided over by Raisuddin
Ahmed, the conference was
addressed by general secretary

of central committee of the
organisation Abdus Salam as
chief guest.

Among others, local unit
leaders Abdur Rashid, Akhter
Hossain Talukdar and Abdul
Baten spoke on the occasion.

The speakers urged the
workers to forge a greater
unity under the banner of
Sramik-Karmachari Oikya
Parisad to win the coming CBA
election.

LALMONIRHAT

RDRS workers
protest forced

retirement

May 16 : Some employees of
Rangpur-Dinajpur Rural Ser-
vice (RDRS) Sunday protested
forced retirement and de-
manded their jobs back. re-
ports UNB.

They told a press confer-
ence at the local press club
that the RDRS authorities
ordered on May 11 the re-
tirement of 156 employees of
Kurigram, Thakurgaon and
Lalmonirhat units in a notifica-
tion signed by Alan Amstrong,
Director of the NGO.

Without assigning any rea-
sons, the protesters said, the
authorities also locked the
gates of the RDRS offices sus-
pending all ongoing project
works in 28 thanas in four
districts, Ineluding Nil-
phamari.

The works include con-
struction and reconstruction of
culverts, bridges, schools and
colleges and tree planting at a
cost of Taka 50 lakh.

The press conference was
addressed by SR Khan, Assis-
tant Engineer, and Mejlbur
Rahman., Assistant Project Ad-
ministrator

Earlier, they submitted a
memorandum of their demand
to the Deputy Commissioners

| of the four districts.

District roundup
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Projection
meeting of
JCD held

May 16 A prujtctr:-lé:a
meeting of the Bangladesh

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal was

held at Karatia Sadat Univer-
sity College premises for the
‘college students
union election. The college
students union election will be
held on May 18, says BSS,
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal has nominated Se-

lim-Badal-Noman panel for the

election. . |
Jute Minister ASM Hannan
Shah and, State Minister for;
Industries Lutfur Rahman Khan-
were present at the projection.
meeting as the chief and spe-
cial guests respectively.
Chhatra Dal Central Com-
mittee President Fazlul Haque
Milon, Tangail pourasava chair-

favour of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra

SAVAR
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1jacked goods

truck recovered

May 16 : Police Sunday re-
covered a rice loaded truck
from Mirzapur in Gazipur dis-
trict which was hijacked on
the Dhaka-Aricha highway at
Hemayetpur Saturday mid-
night, reports UNB.

Police said, a gang of mis-
creants num about six
blocked the road with a truck .
and hijacked the Dhaka bound
truck coming from Dinajpur at .
gun point. \

They fled with the truck
loaded with five tons of rice
after tying up the driver. :

Later, Savar police recov-
ered the truck along with the

None has been arrested yet
in this connection.

A case has been filed with .
the Savar thana. :

BARISAL

Prospect of cotton -
cultivation
bright

May 16: The experimental .

cotton cultivation in Barisal
district -has been found suc-
cessful du the current sea-

According to an official
source, Bangladesh Agriculture
Extension Department (BAED)
took up a programme to culti-
vate cotton on 16 demonstra-
tion plots, ten decimal each, in
four thanas of the district in
the current season.

About 40 kilograms of good
quality rupali variety of cotton
seeds have been produced In
each of these demonstration
plots.

Two demonstration plots
were set up in Barisal sadar
thana, four in Bakergonj, eight
in Babugonj and two in Gour-
nadi thanas.

Seeds, fertilizers and insec-
ticides were supplied free of
cost among the farmers, the

~ source said.

The prospect of cotton cul-
tivation in these areas is
bright, the source said.

_I_'_g_wamal.l_
One outlawed
Sarbahara Party
member held

May 16: Police arrested one
putlawed Sarbahara Party man

from village of Chi-
knikandi union under Gala-

. chipa thana recently, reports

BSS.

Police said that the man in-
troduced himself in many
names, and was a terror of the
area. He had been committing
terrorist activities in the area |
for a long time. But local peo-
ple did not give out his name |
to the police for fear of the
man. Police was searching him |
for a long time.

On'a tip police recently
made a raid of the village and
arrested him. '

MAILJDEE COURT
Foreign obscene
films being
exhibited

May 16: Rampant exhibifto
of foreign obseene [iln
through VCR is going on in all
the thana headquarters inclu!
ing Maijdee Court town caus
ing demoralization of the
young people for the last two
months, reports UNB.

English and Hindi obscenc
films, including blue ones, are
being shown at different places
in the town on commercial ba
sis. local people alleged.

The youths gather at these
places at night and enjoy the
films by purchasing tickets at
Tk 10 each. they added.

Some guardians alleged that
exhibition of blue [films
through VCR has been vitiating
the social atmosphere in the
towr.



