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Golam Azam's

citizenshig case

AG completes submission

The government acted only
when a foreigner like Golam

‘Azam became the Ameer of a
political party in Bangladesh,
Attorney General Aminul Hugq
told the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday,
reports BSS.

Summing up his arguments
on the seventh day of the
hearing on the appeal against
the verdict of the High Court
Division  restoring the citizen-
ship of Golam Azam, the Attor-
ney General replied to a num-
ber of gueries from the court.
A R Yusul, Bar-at-Law, who is

for Golam Azam, also

tended his visa twice. But till
the date of his becoming
Ameer of the Jamaat-e-Islami
nt did not dis-

ng to a query from
the court, the Attormey Gen-

said whether Golam Azam
would be treated as a stateless
cided

the
turb
the
eral

person is a matter to be de-
by government.

The petition of Golam
seeking restoration of his citi-
genship is still pending before

' the government and this view
was upheld by all the three
judges of the High Court Divi-
sion, he pointed out.

- Answering another query,
the Attorney General said
although Golam Azam's name
was published in the voters
list yet he did not mention in
his writ petition that he had
cast vote. This, Attorney Gen-
eral Huq said, indicates that
Golam Azam did not cast his
vote.

The Attorney General, justi-
fying the notificatien that
scrapped Azam's citizenship,
quoted from a book namely.
'‘Brooms Legal Maxims' which
says "regard for the public wel-
fare is the highest law." and
argued that the notification
was served for the public wel-
fare.

The Attorney General fur-
ther submitted that the notifi-
cation cancelling Azam's citi-
zenship was made on the basis
of public demand and for the
people's benefit.

He pointed out that none of
the past governmenis allowed
Golam Azam's prayer for
restoration of his citizenship
because they felt the notifica-
tion cancelling his citizenship
was justified. '

Replying to a question from
the court the Attorney General
said if the notification were to
be deemed illegal by this
court, it would tantamount to a
rehabilitation of Golam Azam in
the political community of
Bangladesh which, he added,
would be a national catasiro-

When the court wanted to
know who would be the third
party to be affected if Golam

"Hasina for action
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session of the Socialist Inter-
national. She is expected to re-
turn home today.

The Bangladeshis in Singa-
pore informed Hasina that un-
scrupulous recruiting agencies
in econnivance with govern-
ment departments concerned
lure innocent workers with
false promise of lucrative over-
seas jobs.

Expatriate Bangladeshis in
Singapore had tried to meet
the Prime Minister when she
made-a stopover there on her
way back home from the NAM
summit in Jakarta last year to
apprise her of the problems
faced by them. But they were
" "refused audience. They re-
quested the opposition leader
to bring their problems to the
notice of the government as
well as the people.

Hasina sympathised with
them and assured that she
would extend" help and assis-
tance in mitigating their gen-
uine grievances.

34 extremists to
die in Algeria

TUNIS, May 16: Two Alge-
rian courts have sentenced 34
Muslim fundamentalists to
death in one day, Algeria's offi-
cial and independent media
said today, reports Reuter.

In the western town of
Oran, a special court on Sun-
day condemned to death 16
men for killing three gen-
darmes and two civilians in the
neighbouring town of Sidi-Bel-
Abbes, the official Algerian
news agency Aps said.

Azam's citizenship were
granted, the Attorney General
submitted that the political
forces as well as the people of
Bangladesh would be highly af-
fected in such a case.

Answering another query,
the Attorney General submit-
ted that Golam Azam's plea
that he could not file the writ
petition challenging the can-
cellation of his citizenship In
time because a state ol emer-
gency was in force in the
country at the time. is not ten-
able. He told the court that
fundamental rights were sus-

when emergency was
proclaimed in 1974 but Golam
Azam could have come to the
court before that.

The Attorney General also
submitted it was not correct
that fundamental rights were
suspended in 1973, as men-
tioned in the High Court
judgement of Justice Anwarul
Huq Chowdhury.

Golam Azam's counsel A R
Yusuf said all provisions of the
Bangladesh Citizenship
(Temporary Provision) Act,
1972 are not retrospective.

He said Article 2 and 2(A)
are retrospective while Arti-
cles 2(B), 3, 4, 4(A) and 5 are
not retrospective,

Yusuf argued that Article
2(B) clause (II) empowers the
government to grant citizen-
ship te a person of North
America or Europe. Article 4,
he said, provides the govern-
ment the power to grant citi
zenship to any person while
under Article 4[A) the gov
ernment can grant permanent
residence to a persor.

If it is interpreted that all
these provisions have retro-
spective effect then it would
lead to an absurd conclusion

because it could even mean the

granting of citizenship to a
person who was not born on
March 26, 1971, Yusuf said.

He further submitted that
under Article 5, the govern-
ment is vested with rule-mak-
ing power but not vested with

a further power to make rules -

with retrospective effect.

In the absence of that fur-
ther power the government
cannol{ make rules with retro-
spective effect and if any rule
is made it would be uitra vires,
the defence lawyer argued.

The Attorney General was
assisted by Deputy Attorney
General A F Hasan Arif, Assis-
tant Attorneys General Shari-
fuddin Chaklader and Mir
Hashmat All, and Advocate
Obaidur Rahman Mustafa while
A R Yusuf was assisted by Ab
dur Razzak, Bar-at-Law and Ad-
vocate Nawab Ali.

The hearing resumes today.

Gaza
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Al-Behaisi, 27, who had lived
in Egypt since 1973, said: "I
had hoped all the time as long

as there was an iritifada |

(Palestinian uprising), heroes
and stones that | would come
back.”

Lawi Al-Habil, 23, who
served six months in the Gaza

jail for intifada activities, said:

"l don't know how to express
my happiness. | want to see
the cells I was tortured in,
where the Shabak put me. |
want to gdo in to demolish the
cells.”

EC extends
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of Bangladeshi origin will not
be broken down by the com-
munity into regional shares.

Both Bangladesh and the EC
will cooperate preventing sud-
den and prejudicial changes in
traditional trade flows result-
ing in regional concentration
of direct imports inte the
community.

Bangladesh has also agreed
to monitor its exports of prod-
ucts under restraint or
surveillance into the commu-
nity and should a sudden
change in the traditional trade
flows arise, there will be con-
sultations for satisfactory solu-
tion.

Bangladesh will also en-
deavour to ensure that exports
of textile products subject to
quantitative limits into the
commurity are spaced out as
evenly as possible over the
year. .
Meanwhile, the European
Union council has adopted a
compromise solution to the
appHcation in 1994 of the
generalised system of Prefer-
ences (GSP) for Bangladesh as
well as for other developing
countries. This would allow
duty free exports from
Bangladesh to the EC.

" with

o

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, who left for Saudi Arabia yesterday to perform Hay,

-

R

' being seen off at the Zia Airport by Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz. Saudi Ambassador in Bangladesh Abdullah Omar Barry is also seen.
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upto Farakka.

The diplomats, sweating in
the oppressive heat of a high
May noon, were apparently
amazed to see vast expanses of
sandy river beds, small la-
goons, choked irrigation
‘pumps installed at Bheramara
to water 3.5 lakh acres within
the ambitious Ganges-Kobadak
Project, begun during
Pakistani days.

The project. an engineer
said, spanning the four dis-
tricts of Kushtia, Chuadanga.
Jhenidah and Magura, has now
turned obsolete except for
providing supplementary irri-
gation during the monsoon.

"The water level unexpect-
edly rose today by about 6
inches,” the engineer in-
formed the foreign envoys.
“They (India) must be aware
that you are coming today and
therefore released the water
from Farakka." -

But the water level at the
main pump station was still

~more than a yard below the

operational level.

While flying over the Gorai
rallway bridge. Majidul Hugq
drew the attention of the
diplomats to the muddy roads
over the day river bed.

"We are trying to show you a
man-made desert, how a
greenary was turned into
desert. The actual formation of
this desert began two decades
ago,” the minister told the
foreign mission chiefls.

"We have reached a critical
point,” Huq said narrating the
genesis of the problem caused
by unilateral withdrawal of the
Ganges water.

"In the last six years, in the
absence of a water sharing
agreement between the. two
countries, India has been
drawing almest all the waters
during dry season (January-
April) and leaving almost noth-

ing for us down the Farakka

barrage, affecting all sectors of
the economy and lives of the
people,” he said. :
Later, talking to newsmen,
the minister recalled the
background of water-sharing

agreements between the two
countries, including that of

1977 which was signed after -
the issue was raised at the

United Nations in 1976.

The 1977. agreement pro-
viding for a 60 per cent share
of the Ganges water for
Bangladesh lasted for five
years, he said.

The minister's visit to the
G-K Project accompanied by
diplomats from 31 countries
coincided with the commemo-
ration  of the 'Farakka Long
March' which was led by late
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan

Bhashani in 1976.
The Minister said since the

1989 dry season Llhere has
been no bilaleral instrugnent
for the sharing of the flows of
the Ganges. As a result, India is
“making massive unilateral di-
version of the scarce dry sea-
son flows of the Ganges, caus-
ing drastic reduction in the
flows in Bangladesh.” He said
repeated requests from

Bangladesh and negotiations at’

all levels between the two
countries have so far failed to
break the deadlock.

He referred to the meeting
of the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Begum Khaleda Zia
Indian Prime Minister
Rao in May 1992 %hen the lat-
ter categoricaily assured of ev-

tant river

ery possible effort to avoid 'un-
due hardships to Bangladesh

by sharing the flows of the -

Ganges at Farakka on an equat-
able basis. He said since then
there had been two ministe-
rial-level meetings and two
Secretary—Ilevel meetings be-
tween the two countries but
without any tangible progress.

The Irrigation Minister said
since there has been no
progress on the water-sharing
dispute and the problem being
of grave concern, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
had raised the issue at the
48th session of the United
Nations General Assembly in
New York in October last.
There she underscored the
need for a solution for the fair

+share of the water resources of

the 54 common rivers flowing
through the two countries, the
Minister recalled.

He said the unilateral with-
drawals by India have brought
over 40 million people in the
Ganges basin to the brink of a
catastrophe. The Farakka
Barrage has become an issue of
life and death for Bangladesh.
He said “We firmly believe that
arrangements must be made to
ensure a fair sharing of the wa-
ter resources of the Ganges by
signing a permanent agree-
ment.”

Referring to the hydrologi-
caf and morphological charac-
teristics of the Ganges and its
distributaries in Bangladesh,
he said the flow reduction has
been causing excessive silta-
tion, rise in the river beds and
conisequent reduction of the
carrying capacity of the river
channels resulting in aggra-
vated flood during the mon-

‘soon. The offtake of the Gorai,

the main distributory of the
Ganges in Bangladesh, gets
choked every year -as early as
January, " making this impor-

throughout the lean period.
The Irrigation Minister said
the Indian intervention in the
natural flows of the Ganges is
pushing a big part of the
Bangladeshi population to the
threshold of poverty and de-
struction. He described it as
"nothing but a gross violation
of human rights and justice.”
“In fact, the economic strue-

ture of Bangladesh is now -

faced with a disaster,” the
minister added. J

‘He ‘'said “When there are
millions of people dependent
on water for their survival, no
country as an upper riparian
has the right to unilaterally
control this vital resource and
deny millions in Bangladesh

- their right to live.”

Replying te volleys of ques-
tions from the newsmen on
the outcome of the series of
meetings between the two
countries over the past three
years on the water-sharing is-
sue, the minister said, "We

- have done our part; now it is

India’s turn to reciprocate.”

He told a questioner that
signing of any agreement be-
tween the two countries for a
lasting solution of the issue
depended on India. The minis-
ter favoured regional coopera-
tion for a permanent solution
to sharing water resources
among Bangladesh, India,
Nepal dnd Bhutan.

Officials estimate three bil-
lion US dollars in financial loss
caused to Bangladesh annually
by Indian withdrawal of the
precious dry season water up-

* their small

high and dry~

Havoc wrought by Farakka

stream at Farakka, ;

India has also constructed
barrages over the Teesta a few
miles from Rangpur and the
Mahananda near the northern
tip of Bangladesh. India is also
proposing a barrage over the
Brahmaputra (the Jogighopa
Barrage| at Goalpara, said a se-
nior official of the Water
Development Board.

The envoys of China, Aus-
tralia, Belgium, Bhutan, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Denmark, Egypt,
the Democratic People's Re-
public of Korea. Libya, Ma-
laysia, Morocco, Myanmar.
Nepal, the Netherlands, Nor-
way. Pakistan, Italy, Canada,
Qatar, Russia, Shri Lanka,
Turkey. Sweden, Poland, the
UAE, Thailand, USA. UK and
Afghanistan visited the Ganges-
Kobadak Irrigation Project.

A Director General of the
Foreign Office Dr Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury was also
present.

Confectioners for
withdrawal of
new gas tariff

Bangladesh Bread, Biscuit
and Confectionery Manufactur-

.ers’ Association yesterday de-

manded withdrawal of the new
gas and water tariff that be-
came effective from March this
year, reports UNB.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Jatiya Press Club, they
also demanded withdrawal of
fresh security charge and min-
imum charge imposed by the
Titas authority on their indus-
tries and commercial estab-
lishments.

The imposition of security
and migimum charges brought
industries and
commercial set up to the brink
of closure, they said threaten-
ing to go on a strike if their
demands were not met.

The association demanded

‘the same gas and electricity

rates for the small industries

" and commercial establish-

ments as those of large indus-
tries.

~Alleged gold
smuggler

‘on remand

By Staff Correspondent

. A suspected gold smuggler
Dara Khaled Choudhury alias D
K Choudhury was remanded to
the city's Detective Branch
(DB) for six days yesterday.

D K Choudhury was arrested
Sunday for his alleged in-
volvement in the attempt to

- smuggle 57 kilograms of gold

into the country last year.

The Customs officials foiled
the smuggling attempt at the
Zia International Airport (Z1A)
on November 10 last year.

A DB source said that they
had arrested six people so far.
"“We have been looking for
some other people who were
also involved in the smuggling
attempt.” said the DB official.

Sharif
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around Malakand, a dusty out-
post some 150 kilometers
northwest of Islamabad. The
protesters want local authori-
ties to enforce shariah, the
strict legal code set down in

the Quran, the Muslim holy
book.

. ——

| Hotel employee shot

dead 1n city

A hotel employee was killed
and two others were injured
when a gunman opened fire in
broad daylight at a Rampura
restaurant in the city yester
day, reports LUUNB

Police said the assailant
fired several shots from a
sawed-off rifle at a youngrnan
Shipon, standing in front of

the Appayan Restaurant bt
miﬁscc!p tf:r target

Bullets hit Kamal Hossain
and Abdus Sattar, both hotel
employees, and Shah Alam. a
customer. Kamal d!c# on the

spot

World Telecom
Day today

The 26th World Telecom
munication Day will be ob-
served in the country today as
a part of the worldwide pro-
gramme. reports B5S

The theme of the day this
year is Telecommunication
and Culture [t bears imimense
value to Bangladesh and also (o
183 countries of the world

| held for selling

stone idol
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested one Rakhal
Majumder Sunday for selling a
black stone statue of Krishna
to a German national T Eurie

Majumder was remanded to
the city's Detective Branch for
two days _

T Eurie was held at Zia In
trrnational Alrport (ZIA) along
with the statue Saturday while
he was leaving the country

Majumder was arrested
from a shop — Haji Metal Craft
— at DMC Super Market, Gul-

shian.
BSP to raise
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the Morning Sun, Shafig
Rehinan of the Jai Jai Din and
others.

The BSP protested the DFP
control over the distribution of
government advertisements
and demanded its withdrawal.

The members also de-
manded tax free newsprint for
the newspaper industry and
withdrawal of all restrictions
on its import.

"

TOKYO. May 16: Prime Minster Tsutomu Hata said today
Japan may help US forces take action against North Korea's
refusal to alldw full international inspections of its nuclear fa-

cilities

‘Generally speaking. cooperation with US activities

will be made within the limits of the constitution under amy

circumstances

Hata told the House of Councillors, reports

Serbs support Geneva
Declaration

BELGRADE. May 16. Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic
supports last Friday s Geneva Declaration on Bosnia by repre-
sentatives of the European Union. the United States and Rus-
sia. Russian special envoy to former Yugoslavia Vital Churkin
said today  President Milosevic and Belgrade fully support the
Geneva Declaration proposing an end to hostilities in Bosnia”
the Tanjug news agency quoted Churkin as saying at the end
of a 90-minute meeting with the Serbian leader, Reports AFP.

Nat'l council of
BCU begins

By DU Correspondent

The Bangladesh (hhatra
Union (BCU) began its 23rd
national council at the Dhaka
University campus yesterday
morning.

Dr Abdullah Al Muti Shar-
fuddin inaugurated the func-
ton at the Aparajeo Bangla.

Dr Sharfuddin in his speech
alleged that the standard of
education in the country was
falling day by day. The future of
Ihe young generation has be-
come uncertain, he said

[t would be tough to ensure
education for all by the year

2000 . Dr Sharfuddin added.
Later. the BC1ll workers

brought out a big procession in
the city and made a human
chain from the Secretariat to
Curzon Hall demanding an ed-

ucation icy.
1 he council meeting of the

BCU will be held at the Engi-
neers Institute today.

38 die in Chinese
coal mine blast

BELJING, May 16; A gas ex-
plosion in a Jiangxi province
coal mine killed 38 Chinese
miners, the largest death toll
from a single mining accident
in China this year, an official
newspaper reported, says

I Reuter.

5 Nepali troups
killed in Somalia

MOGADISHU, May 16: Seo-
mali gunmen ambushed a pa-
trol of UN peacekeepers in
Mogadishu today, killing five
Nepalese troops and wounding
at least two others, witnesses
said, reports Reuter.

There was no official con-
firmation of the attack

Export earning
From Page 1 Col 5

Export earning increased in
all sectors except from tradi-
tional commodities and jute
and jute goods during the pe-
riod.

The price index increased
by 0.80 per cent while the vol-
ume of export increased by
10.79 per cent during the pe-
riod.

The price index of primary
commodities increased by
18.75 per cent, and export in-
creased by 2.98 per cent. The
price index of industrial prod-
uets increased by 0.44 per
cent and export increased by
9.54 per cent, during the pe-
riod.

According to the Export
Promotion Bureau, the com-
modities, export target for
which could not be achieved,
included raw jute, jute goods,

agricultural products, petrole-
um products, leather, garm-

ents and engineering goods.

. r——— s—

1 YEAR OF NCC BANK

An occasion to rejoice.
A moment of gratitude.

An opportunity to pledge.

Today NCC Bank compietes one year of service.

Our gratitude to Allah

for guiding us through all adversities.

Our thanks to the clients and patrons
for leading us to success.

On this happy occasion we pledge even more—

service with a touch of heart.

ch 'Natidnal Credit and

nce Commerce Bank Limited

BANK

Banking with a touch of heart.
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