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Cantona condemns Chelsea's challenge

LONDON, May 15:
Two penalties by
Frenchman Eric
Cantona led Man-
chester United to
a 4-0 win over
Chelsea in the FA Cup final on
Saturday and a rare league and
Cup double, reports Reuter.
Cantona's two penalties
midway through the second
half and further strikes by
Welshman Mark Hughes and
Scottish substithte Brian
McClair made United only the
fourth English club this cen-
tury to win both the league and

it was the winning
in the Cup final proper
— not including replays —
since 1905 when Bury beat
Derby county 6-0. The only
comparable winning margin
came in 1983 when United
beat Brighton 4-0 in a replay.
Cantona's strikes in the
60th and 66th minute killed
off Chelsea's resistance after

Never before had one player
scored two penalties in the fi-
nal. It crowned a remarkable
season for Cantona. who was
named player-of-the-year by
his fellow rs last month

in the league.
United became only the

sixth club in English history to
win the FA Cup and league in
the same season, following
Preston (1889). Aston Villa
(18987), Tottenham Hotspur

A day of
easy wins
Sports Reporter

Bat had a subdued role ev-

erywhere as Pallabi Club, -

Jinjira and Khelaghar won
their respective matches of
the Lotus Kamal Second

Division qualifying cricket

m;t different city venues

Tltulhﬂfaurturymdﬂm
foundation of Paflabi's convinc-

ing 73-run victory over

Sangsad on the
strip of the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.
He made 51 as Pallabi bat-
ting first mustered 213 for

Pallabi total with
not out respec-

Bulhul and Hassan of
Agragami bagged two wickets

Sohel and Saki captured
three wickets apiece as
were all out for 140

A

M United d

(1961), Arsenal 0971) and

Liverpool [1986).

They were largely outplayed
in the first hall but there was
no doubting their superiority
in the second when they
scored all their four goals.

Although Chelsea were out -
classed by the end, they left
Wembley with the consolation
of a place in next seasons
European Cup Winners' Cup as
United are in the Champions
Cup by virtue of winning the
Premier league title.

United's breakthrough
came after an hour and fol-

aaaaa

......

into the side netting

Chelsea’'s pinycr manager
Glenn Hoddle brought himself
on for Burley immediately after
United's second goal but he
was powerless to bring his side
back Into a match played
mostlly in driving rain.

They went close Lo scoring
when Gavin Peacock's close-
range header (ested goal-
keeper Peter Schemeichel and
again when John Spencer shot
wide. But the final word fell to
United substitute McClair,

United's tireless Paul Ince
o

march into history

pions almost from the opening
whinl,le

And the 79.634 fans did not
have to wait long for the first
moment of drama which re-
sulted in a booking for
Chelsea’'s Norwegian centre
back Erland Johnsen after just
90 seconds.

He sent Giggs sprawling
into an acrobatic somersault
which ended with the 20-year.
old flat on his back. That
tackle not only knocked Giggs
off his stride but also most of
the linited team.

carried the ball dH!'E '
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Manchester United goalscorers Mark Hughes (L) and Eric Cantona (R) pose with the FA Cup

after the final at Wembly on Saturday. United defeated Chelsea 4-0.

lowed five minutes of almost
incessant pressure on the
Chelsea goal.

*  After yet another United
raid Craig Burley failed to clear
properly and the ball was fed
to Ryan Giggs on the left wing.

He teased his way forward
before crossing to Denies
Irwin who was swiftly upended
up Eddie Newton.
David Alleray immediately
waved for a  penalty and
Cantona sent Russian Dmitri
Kharine the wrong way to put
United ahead.

Six minutes later United
were awarded the second
penalty and again Cantona
made no mistake. Frank
Sinclair, who until then had an
almost a faultless game, was
adjudged to have shoulder-
charged Andrei- Kanchelsksis.

Again the referee was in no
doubt and again Cantona put
the ball to the Iei't of Kharine
to score.

United's third-gnal in nine
minutes came when Newton
failed to intercept a pass to
Hughes who ran on before
striking the ball into the
corner of the net.

Cantona then had a glorious

chance to become the first .
man since Blackpoaol's Stanley
Mortensen in 1953 to score a
hatrick in the final but his solo
run from the halfway line
ended when he put his shot
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Referee -

Chelsea's six-yard box before
crossing to give McClair the
simplest of chances to sidefoot
home into an empty net.
Initially Chelsea refused to
be intimidated by United and
carried the game to the cham-

Auxerre annex
French Cup

PARIS, May 15: Auxerre,
the little Burgundy club which
launched Eric Cantona's ca-
reer, won their first major
trophy when they beat Mon-
tepellier 3-0—in. the French
Cup final on Saturday, reports
Reuter.

Auxerre - profited from two
Montepellier defensive blun-
ders to score a goal early in
each half from Algerian mid-
fielder Moussa Saib and Gerald

Baticle and wrapped things up

with a late goal by Corentin
Martins.
But the biggest cheer of the

.cvtning from the 45,000

crowd at the Parq\dc;s Princes
was reserved for the news that

Cantona had scored twice to

give Manchester United the
English Cup.

Both sets of fans have good
reason to revere the French

hero. Apart from starting his

. went

— AFP photo

raids from Kanchelskis o1 the
right and several long halls
from Ince, United created few
chances in the nptning 45
minutes.

It would have been no in-
justice if Chelsea had taken the

lead after “miinutes when
Spencer broke free into space
and shot only to see

Schemeichel save with his leg.

The ball spun away into
space but Mark Stein was un-
able to connect, with three
United defenders off balance
and back-tracking.

Two minutes later Chelsea
close again when
Peacock powered in a dipping

shot from the edge of the box

with Schmechel beaten and
lucky to escape after the ball
cracked against the bar.
United manager Alex
Ferguson said: "Only in the
second half did we play like
Manchester United. Once we
got in front there was no prob-
lem. We won it the right way."
Chelsea's disappointed
Hoddle said: "Peacock hitting
the bar and the second penalty
decision were turning points
for us. We should have becn 2-
0 up by halftime." :
As well as winning the dou-
ble, United's victory was their
eighth in the competition's

career with Auxerre, Cantona ~history equalling the all-time
won the French Cup with record which they now share
Montepellier in 1990. with Tottenham.
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S AFF-YXME]AYV F EI1]
S M Z I Q XA K1V A ZY
OEX O0QZ'Z KM]JA MY -
YXMQCYEILI].
Yesterday’'s Cryptoquip: INMATE PETITIONED

THE WARDEN SINCE HE WANTED TO USE HIS CELL-

ULAR PHONE.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: F equals L

TheC
,will

ryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X

equals O, it

equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

‘words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by Inal and error.
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| Fed Cup football

from early June
Sports Reperter

The Federation Cup football
tournament under the
of Bangladesh Football Fede-
ration (BFF) is expected to
begin from the first week of
June.

With two local glants Mo-
hammedan SC and Abahani KC
completing their entry for-
malities ont the last day, yes-
terday all the 20 Senior Divi-
sion football teams along with
five divisional teams are ex-
pected take part in the meet
last held in 1991.

Four semifinalists of 1991 —
champions Brothers Union,
runners-up Mohammedan SC,
Abahani KC and Fakirerpool
YMC will get byes to final ro-
und of the meet offering cash
awards of Taka one lakh for
the winners.

FF. the supreme body of
country's football has already
sent a letter to Dhaka Met-
ropolis Football Association
(DMFA) to shift the dates of
Senior Division football league
earlier scheduled to begin
from June 3.

The BFF. it was learnt. has
plans to get the first phase
started.

Divided into four groups,
sixteen Senior Division teams
along with five divisional out-
fits will play the first phase to
be played in knock-out basis.

Besides. the gate receipts,
the runners-up will received a
cash award of Taka 75,000
while the two losing semifinal-
ists will get Tk 50,000 each.

Gooch 1n
England
squad

LONDON, May 15: England's
13-man squad named today for

the two one-day internationals

against New Zealand, at
Edgbaston on Thursday and
Lord’'s on Saturday, reports
Reuter.

Mike Atherton (Captain),
Phillip DeFreitas, Angus
Fraser, Graham Gooch, Darren
Gough, Graeme Hick, Chris
Lewis, Dermot Reeve, Steve
Rhodes, Robin Smith, -Alec
Stewarl, Graham Thorpe,
Shaun Udal.

Nat'l hockey as
Ragib Ali Gold Cup
from June 16
Sports Reporter

The 16th national hockey
championship named as Ragib
Ali Gold Cup hockey champi-
onship '94 will begin from
June 16.

Twenty-one teams divided
into four groups will take part
in the meet which will be
played on knock-out basis. The
four semifinalists of last year —
champions Dhaka DSA, run-
ners-up Bangladesh Army,
Faridpur and Dhaka University
— wil lead their respective
groups.

On the opening day Bang-
ladesh Air Force will take on
Narayaganj at the Hockey Sta-
dium at 3:30 pm.

Ragib Ali, a member of the
newly formed executive com-
mittee has paid Taka 5,00.000
as the sponsor of this meet.

.Open Summer
badminton
finals today

Sports Reporter

Sarwar of Biman
advanced to the men's singles
final of the Summer
badminton tournament elimi-
nating Rana of Mohammedan
SC 15-10, 15-12 in the first
semifinal at the NSC wooden
floor gymnasium yesterday.

Finals of three remaining

| events — men's singles, wo-

men's singles and men's dn-
ubles — will be held today, the
closing day of the week-long
meet.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeque Hossain will be
the chief guest in the conclud-
ing ceremony.

Dr Damal's
‘wife dead

Sports Reporter

Fakrunnahar Islam (Lucy),
wife of late Prof Dr Mazharul
Islam (Damal), died of cardiac
arrest at the BIRDEM intensive
care unit on Friday, says a
press release.

' She was 54.

Dr Damal was a former
chairman of the Bangladesh
Cricket Control Board and ac-
tively promoted the game in
the country. The Damal
Summer cricket tournament is
named after him.

The namaz-e-janaza of the
deceased will be held tomeor-
row at the Dhanmondi Eidgah
Mosque after Zohr prayers.

Agarwal dies

NEW DELHI, May
Former world amateur snooker
champion Om Agarwal died in
Bombay today after a long bat-

tle against cancer, reports
Reuter.

JAKARTA. May
15 Indonesian

» men lost only one

of 11 games in

routing China 5-0

Saturday. winning
the Group A title at the Tho-
mas Cuwp badminton cham-
plonship. reports AP.

In the women's Uber Cup.
Ge Fei and Gun Jun rallied
after being clobbered 2-15 in
fhe first game to edge out Gil
Young Ah and Shim Eun Jung
15-6, 15-13 in the final two
games of the final doubles
match to give defending
champions China a 3-2 victory
over South Korea and their
Group A title.

All four countries already
had assured themselves of ad-
vancing (o the semifinals of
their respective tournamenis.

In another encounters of
the day. Sweden routed
Scandinavian rival Finland 5-0
in the Thomas Cup and Japan
clobbered Russia by the same
score in the Uber Cup. All four
had been eliminated
from advancing.

ﬂ-tdﬂl finished with a l 2
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record while Pinland were
winless in three matches in
the Thomas Cup. Japan fin-
ished 1-2 while Russia women
were winless in the Uber Cup.

Playing &t the Jakarta's
Senayan Sports Palace, the
badminton giants — [ndonesia
and China — performed in a
most attractive battlie that
lasted 4 hours and 25 minutes.

Joke Suprianto started
indonesia's victory off by rally-
ing from a first-game 11-15
loss to win 18-16. 15-5.

After fighting off deuce of
five in the second game,
Suprianto raced to an 8-1 lead
in the final game. Dong closed
to within 8-5, but then col-

Heryanto Arbi outclassed
Xie Yangchun 15-5, 15-5, in a
tough fight of one hour, before
the reigning All England dou-
ble champions
Su
feated Chen

Hongyong. 17-14, 15-12.

The victory brought their
against the

rﬂ:nrd to 6-1

Sampras, Becker

ROME, May 15;
Triple Iflmhlc-
don champion
Boris Becker,
seeking a first
ever title, on clay.

B

will meet world number one
Pete Sampras in today's [talian

Open final after both enjoyed
straight set semifinal wins on

Saturday, reports Reuter.

Serving and volleying confi-
dently on the red dirt. eighth
seed Becker upset Croatian
Goran Ivanisevic, seeded four,
with a 6-2, 7-6 win_

Sampras, aiming to play his
way into form on his least
lavourite surface ahead of the
French Open, demolished un-
seeded Czech Slava Dosedel 6-
I. 6] In just over an hour.

Dosedel, ranked 51 in the
world, had beaten double
Italian Open champion Jim
Courier on Friday night in what
was arguably the best match of
the week.

But the 2-1/2 hour struggle
appeared to have taken a lot
nul of him and Sampras took

Bambang
and Gunawan, de-
Kang and Chen

his winning streak to 26
matches with the minimum of
effort on a hot, windy after-
TN .

Neither of the finalists are.
especially at home on clay with
only one of Sampras’' 26 titles
coming on the surfac® but
Becker conceded the Ame-
rican was a handful anywhere.

"He's the man to beat. It
doesn’'t matter if it's indoors,
on clay or hard court.,” said

row but hope for

support from the crowd.”
"Sampras is no superman.
There is' definitely a way to
beat him."
Sampras, who has a 4-3 ca-

pects a tough fight.
“I'm looking forward to it.

He's never won a clay court ti-
tle and he'll be ready for me."

] CORAL SPRINGS,

slow surface, Luiz

Mattars serving

over eighth-seeded Mark
Woodforde, putting the Bra-

Fla. May 15: Des-
prowess proved
zilian in the final of the dirs

pite pla ing on a
too much in a 6-4, 6-4
240,000 America's Red Clay

teunia championships, reports -

Jamlc Morgan avenged his
countryman's loss by outlasting
unseeded Fernando Meligeni
6-3, 5-7, 7-6 (9-7) in a 3-hour,
S-minute match.

Morgan. the seventh seed,
is seeking his first title. Ma-
ttar, the sixth seed, is bidding
to become the first Brazilian to
win an ATP title in the United
States.

Matter, who grew up in Sao
Paulo, has won six titles, all in
Brazil and all on hard courts.

Most of the tournaments in
Brazil are played on hard
courts, perhaps 90 per cent,
said Mattar, whose only meet-
ing with Morgan was a three-
set loss last year that was de-
cided by a tiebreaker. Its
helped me with my speed and
aggressiveness. |

Matter Landed 72 per cent
of his first serves and had 10
aces, giving him 36 in four
matc.}lea. Woodferde, known
for an excellent return of
serve, was unable to break
Mattars serve, going O-for-4 on
break-point opportunities. .

I couldn't get into returning
the way I wanted to, Wood-
forde said. | had my chances,
in his last two service games,
but he came up with great

Hatu.'r was able to ride early
breaks in each set to victory.
Woodforde threatened at 4-3,
15-40 but Mattar nailed two
consecutive service winners
for deuce. An overhead and a
backhand which clipped the
top of the net it 5-3.°

At 5-4 W orde had two
chances to knot thé match, but

India salvage

some pride

PERTH, May 15: A late goal
by KK Poonacha earned India a
1-1 draw with Australia in the
final hockey Test today, deny-
ing the home side a series
whitewash, reports Reuter. .

Poonacha converted a short
corner with just 90 seconds
remaining to cancel out Mark
Hager's goal two minutes after
the interval. Australia won the
series 4-0.

Hager became Australia's
leading scorer with 122 goals
after seizing on a superb pass
by Jay Stacy to sweep the ball

But his celebrations were
cut short when he was sent off
for time wasting late in the

India’s Dhanraj Pillay suf-
fered a similar fate after dis-
puting a decision by Australian

umpire Don Prior.

Australian coach Frank
Murray said a gruelling sched-
ule of five games in eight days
had finally taken its toll.

“l think some of the guys
were too tired and ran out
of steam in the second half.”
Hun‘e{ said.
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Mattar moves into final

made an error on the first and

was passed on the second.
Mattar then served out the

match.
It was a point, said
Mattar, who i b: the first clay

court final of his nine-year ca-
reer. When | hit that good shot
I knew the game was over.

mﬂzrmnthdtnnﬂ-uhd
in lethlﬂl:m
started finding the
hjlbiu:khand
Eventually, Hnrlln“mt
the first set, but Meligenis
confidence grew as the match
Wore on.

The two exchanged breaks
in the second set before
Meligeni, a lanky left-hander
watnhedmhﬂhuﬂﬂy
mltnmhmﬂnhltmt
set apiece.

The third set was a matter
of attrition as both players ap-
peared fatigued. In the ﬂrlt'
four games there were 14 de-
duces, until finally Morgan
broke to go up 4-3. He served
for the match at 5-4 but com-
mitted two unforced errors,
the latter a flubbed shoulder-

length volley.
The tiebreaker swung
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Bilgit Blngh l’ LJ from lndm is clnul]r fulluwed by Australia’s Brendan Garard during l:.hllr
ftﬂ.h hockey Test match played in Perth yesterday. The maich ended in a one-all draw.
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Hosts' trial ofstrength
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