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Wanted a More Effective
L. .
Initiative from Govt

The river transport workers strike has entered
its sixth day and it is only five more days to go for
the Eid holidays when millions make a move to
be with their families. Most of these people can-
not ever reach destination with launches an-
chored. How with the produces of the interior
avail the Eid market boom with all the vessels
tied to the shore? In the last four days the river
transport standstill has pushed the national
economy as well as human suffering to limits.
What will happen if the situation continues unre-

solved till the Eid day or even past that? An
unmitig both economic and hu-

ated massacre
man terms will result — the injuries inflicted
would be beyond easy repair.

Perhaps the owners are using the Eid as their
trump card to rake up the human issue as pres-
sure to break the morale of the workers. After all
the workers cannot afford to let the nation down
in the celebration of one of our people's biggest
festivals — and they would be compelled to go
back to work without the other side's conceding
anything on any point of demand or contention.
So may run their thinking. The government, by
allowing themselyes to be ineffective for long four
days, is helping capitally the owners to succeed
with their ploy. The government cannot possibl
go back on what it has committed in print an
after necessary deliberations and the workers are
mainly demanding the materialisation of the gov-
ernment award only. This is not a case where the
government can afford to fail the workers.

In Saturday's two meetings, one presided over
by the BIWTA chief and, the other the Director of
Labour, talks broke down on the question of im-
plementing certain clauses®of the award. The
government, of course, cannot force the owners
to accept what they are balking at saying these
were out of the operators' power to implement.
But the government can uade — and that the
government's sincere and serious wishes have in
tow both carrots and sticks, shouldn't be un-
known to the operators of river transport. We are
getttnﬁ a feeling that the government so far has

one little better than allowing its good offices to
be used by the contending parties. We have in
these columns counselled the government to give
of itself much more to find a quick resolution.

The government is failing to impress that it
cares. e citizen's wellbeing and the national
economy cannot be hostaged to trade union bar-
gaining. We had said at the outset that at least the
concerned minister, if not the Prime Minister,
should throw his weight in and handle the im-
ﬁsae ssing lackadaisical bureaucratic ways.

e had expected good ti s from the May 13
meeting — nothing came of that. The May 14
double meeting also failed to yield result. If Eid,
and not the government's good intentions, im-

s an end to the strike — that would be bad
or the workers, for the nation at large and, more
importantly, for the government itself. If the de-
velopments fail these three, the owners'
the moment would avail them little ultimately.

.. The, government's record about meeting the

challenges of nation-sized strikes is far from
creditable. The strike involving two hundred
thousand teachers stayl.n%l;:ut of their classrooms
" is han with little initiative from the govern-
ment for its resolution. Is the government
the tussle for a war of attrition that they
can wait out the teachers? This would be a very
foolish approach. At stake is nation's education.

Family at the Centre
of

As urged by the United Nations, we, in line
wit;l:al tlg: res};_ gf the world, observed the Interna-
tio ay of Families terday. It is heancni:ﬁ'
tti:m1 note that this Wnﬂcreﬂsody. i?‘lr'.l the midst of

e
had time to concentrate on this most basic of
human institution, one that lies in the very core
of civilization. Family, for a country like ours, is
far more important as an institution than we re-

. alise. Given the fact that so many of our tradi-
tional institutions have fallen apart, and whose
influences on the members of the society are on
the wane, continues to hold its own. Family
values remain central to our own way of life.

Not in terms of philosophic values that we
inherit but also in mundane economic terms, fa-
milies continue to be the most important sou-
rceof 8ur wealth. Just think of all the money that
flows in from our expatriate citizens who send in
a lion's share of whatever they earn, for the wel-
fare of their family members back home. There is
some to be glorified in this devotion to the

: t prevents these young men — they are
mostly so — out in the far fl of the'worid
(it is not only the Middle East, but the South East

and the Far East, from where the cash now flows

in) from being selfish and not send in the money
to help the families here? For most of these

ple are not in the best paying jobs in the first
place, and it is at a high hardship cost that they
send money back home? All this is due to the
bond that families still provide for us in this
world. And this is where esh must look’
for most of the support in its struggle to build its

future.

The slogan on the subject as coined the UN
is “Huilcling the Smallest Democracy in the Heart
of Society." There are two clear messages that

comes out from this slogan: one that families are
the smallest unit of democracy, and second, that
families themselves must be democratic in form

and behaviour. Let us start from the" second.

-

There is a lot that can be said about making our

families less hierarchical and more and more
open. Too often our families are too s -
triarchal and bit too dominated by the father g:—
ure. This must ¢ if democ is to be nur-
tured from the very bottom and from the earliest
possible stage. T

society must understand the value and impor-
~ tance of this institution. There are too many fac-
tors that are tearing this vital and core body

apart. We have to create supportive institutions to

help build better families.
course it is erty which is mostly respon-
sible for abandoned families. Too many e-led

families have no social mechanism to support
their father-abandoned child. ,Maybe we can
think of puttinlg] ﬁ community-based childcare
centresdfur suc {I::rrc ldren while the mothers are
engaged in back-breaking job that we see them
doing all the time. j

- This could be one practical decision we can
take on this occasion. Let us start with a few in
Dhaka city slum areas.

at

global, regional and humanitarian crises, has -

the other message, we as a .
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The Proposition is: Should the Next General Elections
be Held under a Caretaker Government?

UR demand for holding
Othc next parliament ele
ction under a neutral,
non-partisan caretaker gover-
nment has now become a
national demand. There is no
alternative to it if we have to
build up a free and fair
electoral process in the
country.

Our experience about past
elections is very painful and
also unfortunate. The people
waged movement time and
again for democracy and fo
have the right to change gov-
ernment through ballots. |
would like to mention here
that we had to achieve inde
pendence though an armed
liberation war since people's
verdict in the general elec-
tions of 1970 was ignored and
denied by the Pakistani rulers

Again in 1990, a mass up-
surge took place in the country
following relentless movement
of the people against martial
law, autocratic rule and also
against the process of grabbing
state power lllegally. After the
successful mass upsurge a
sovereign parliament as well as
an elected government was
established through a general
election in 1991 Despite
complaints of some lapses,
that election was held fairly
under a neutral and non-parti-
san government.

During the general elec-
tions of 1970, the country was
under military rule, yet the
then government performed
the role of a caretaker gov-
ernment during the elections.
Afterwards, in Bangladesh, the
government of Chief Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed also
played the role of a caretaker
government in 1991. The peo-
ple had the opportunity to cast
their votes freely. .

The main theme of democ-
racy is to elect a new govern-
ment within a specific time-
frame and to ensure funda-
mental rights of the people.

With united efforts of the
political forces, we have estab-
lished parliamentary democ-
racy in the country. Now, BNP
is in power for a tenure of five
years. But during the last three
years, the BNP government
proved a total failure to run the
country while the people wit-
nessed widespread corruption
and terrorism during this pe-
riod. We have protested time
and again and tried to expose
government's failures before
the people. We were vocal both
inside and outside the parlia-
ment since we believe that it is
our duty as the opposition
party to point out the failures
of the government. We also
firmly believe that the people
should have the right to give
verdict through Dballots
whether they like or dislike

the policy of the government.

The
(4

DAY there is a birth
of a new reality”.....

Itzhak Rabin said in
his concluding remarks after
having signed the Palestinian
self rule agreement in Cairo on
May 5th, 1994. He does not
and probably cannot use now
the home ‘Palestine’. In his
heart of hearts he believed that
with his and Yassir Arafat's
signatures in the agreement
there was the birth of a new
Palestine, It is the result of the
chain of events that went on
unfolding for a century — it is
force of history. It was to
happen |Israeli Foreign
Minister Peres also apparently
felt the same way. He said, “We
are mapping today our rela-
tions so we will make borders

{ in the future.” Therefore, the

process of rebirth in on. There
may be ups and 'downs, but it
can not be stopped any more.
Interestingly, the land-
mark Palestinian self-rule

~agreement with Israel was
signed in Cairo — the capital

that broke rank with other
Arab capitals and signed the

"Our Leaders are
Letting Us Down"

Sir, We highly appreciate
the profundity of thoughts and
also trust the veracity of views

by Mahfuz Anam in
his lucid, informative and ob-
Jective article "Our Leaders are
Letting Us Down" published in
your esteemed daily recently.

We feel that both Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

and the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Jatiya Sangsad
Sheikh Hasina are suffering
frgm pride, prejudice and
superiority complex for one
reason or other. This is not
good.This is also not desirable.

As well wisher of both we
would like to say that in
democracy one who earns
more and more love and affec-
tion of the people always wins
the race. It is the will of the
majority of the people and neot
the individual wish which

We know that there will be

a general election in 1996
when the people will get the
opportunity to express their
opinfon and give their verdict
Now, the demand for holding
that election under a neutral,

non-partisan, caretaker gov-

ernment has been raised. It
has been raised, because, we
have reasons to believe that
the BNP government is con-
spiring to snatch away people's
right to vote which was
achieved through long-drawn

struggie.

In today's section of the debate the Chief Whip of the
Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad and Organising Secretary,

Bangladesh Awami League, Mohammad Nasim argues in
*favour of the proposition.

Interviewed by Chapal Bashar

ducing parliament system, the
ministers of the BNP govern-

ment did not hesitate to term -

the joint declaration as an
‘unimportant’ and invalid doc-
ument. Now they are speaking
about that document.

Especially after the Magura
by-election, we have come to
helieve that the government
wants to remain in power by
any means ahd to achieve this
it will not hesitate to hinder
the process of fair election by
obstructing free exercise of
voting rights of the people.

We want to amend the
constitution to Iincorporate
provisions for holding not only
the next parliament election,
but also a few more of the fol-
lowing elections of the Jatiya
Sangsad under a caretaker
government. Therefore, we
propose that a non-political,
non-partisan and neutral care-

elected one, but as a caretaker
government. But in fact they
will have 100 per cent oppor-
tunity to influence the elec-
toral process as a party-gov-
ernment, which is most likely
to be partisan.

Ours is an undeveloped
country which was under mili-
tary rule and remained without

independent electoral process
in this country. The right of
the voters was snatched away
time and again in the past.
Moreover, the administration,
in most cases has become used
to working in line with the rul-
ing party during elections (may
be due to pressure from upper

level or for personal greed or -

interest).
So, in this situastion, you

cannot expect a free and fiair

be partisan.

We have no intention to dis-
lodge an elected government
by any other means, we want
change of the governments
only through ballots.

Now, the leaders of the
ruling party say that there was
no mention of caretaker gov-
ernment in the joint declara-
tion of the three alliances
made in 1990. Actually, at that
time, we reached consensus
on certain fundamental issues
on the basis of our commit-
ment, sincerity and spirit of
struggle. The issues were —
protection of the spirit of lib-
eration war, automomy for the
radio and TV, repeal of black
laws and protection of demo-
cratic rights. We believe that
protection and establishment
of all these things would en-
sure a smoeoth democratic at-
mosphere. Any elected gov-
ernment can help build up an
atmosphere for a free and fair
election by ensuring those
rights of the people mentioned
in the joint declaration.

But it is unfortunate that
the BNP did not implement
the joint declaration. Even. be-
fore placing the bill for intro-

Egyptian and Israeli peace
agreement still holds. How-
ever, the self-rule process has
to travel a long way before the
rule will become sovereign and
final. Prime Minister Rabin in-
deed started his speech in
Cairo ceremony by saying,
“This is just the tip of the ice

berg of the problems that -

would have to be solved in im-
plementing the declaration of
principles” (signed in Wash-
ington last September). Arafat
is 'quite aware of the problems.
He called the agreement a
“true beginning to complete
the march of peace and guar-
antee the legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people”. He

_ rightly avoided mentioning the

word — Palestinian state. Such
utterances could have even
wrecked the signing cere-
mony. Indeed, there was a
“Brief glitch in the ceremony”
when Arafat walked upto the
Egyptian President Mubarak,
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher and Russian For-
eign Minister Kozyrev who

were standing nearby and
wanted a written understand-

crowns a person as the leader
of the country.

It is time for conciliation
and not collision. We sincerely
hope that our leaders Begum
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina
would not let us down.

O H Kabir
Dhaka

- Food-for-work -
projects suspended
'Sir, We are shocked. An

American NGO — CARE — has
suspended 3000 projects.
Projects are road construction,
pond and canal digging.
Government will lose a grant of
1,200,000 meiric tons wheat.
Nearly 3.04,000 people will be
jobless.

We believe, these are the
side effects of hartal and
Fatwabaji etc. We understand
that "head is not above the veil

taker government will run the

administration only for three

months and will hold the par-
liament elections during that
period.

Now, the Prime Minister as
well as the government leaders
are propagating that an un-
elected government cannot be
the alternative to an elected
one. According to them the
caretager government is not a
legitimate one.

In this context, my reply is:
We did never claim that a
caretaker government is the
alternative to an elected gov-
ernment. Let me clearly state
that the tenure of this BNP
government is upto February
1996. After the expiry of five-
year tenure, the President will
dissolve the parliament as per
constitutien and the govern-
ment will also have to resign.
During that period, until the
election, the BNP will remain
in power as a caretaker gov-
ernment and it is quite clear
that they will play their role in
conduct in and supervising the
election. During those three
months, they are supposed to

-ruri the government not as an

REBIRTH OF PAL

—_———— ——

: want a caretaker
government omly for three
months when the five-year
tenure of the BNP government

state that the tenure of this BNP government is upto February 1996. After the
President will dissolve the parliament as per constitution and the government

that period, until the election, the BNP will remain in
that they will play their role in conduct in and supervising the election. During those three months, they are
supposed to run the government not as an elected one, but as a caretaker government. But in fact they will
have 100 per cent opportunity to influence the electoral process as a party-government, which is most likely to
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in future,
We are for establishing a

smooth electoral syste
‘Mmrgdlﬂs

free and fair elections. Andl
this will ultimately help estab-
lish a strong and independent

in the long run
We were never in faveur of a
caretaker t which

would replace this BNP gov-
ernment before expiry of its

ing from Prime Minister Rabin
that the boundaries in Gaza
and Jericho were still under
discussion. This embarrassed
both Palestinian and Israeli

negotiators. About five minutes
of intense discussions at the
wings led to a solution and
thereafter the signing was
concluded., Both Arafat and
Rabin signed 450-page docu-
ment with six maps with the
above mentioned understand-

SRR i S

T'hii will also contain the word
“Laisser-Passer” which is

the concept of sovereignty
that the term “passpprt™ car-
ries. Israelis know that the
term “laisser-passer” will ul-
timately be dropped from the
Palestinian passports, how-
ever, for the present this

should stay. This only shows

SPOTPLIGTE MIIDDRLE BASE

Musliebuddin Ahmad

ing on the bhundary issue.

However, the present area of

Jericho under self-rule stood -
at 62 sq. km. in place of 54 sq.
km. earlier offered by Israel.
Briefly, the accord includes
the following main features :
Palestinians shall have con-
trol over their daily affairs.
They shall be allowed to pass
legislation, collect taxes and
issue a travel document con-
taining the word “Passport”.

or the cap” but still we fail to
act upon.

L R Khan
Seroil Colony, Rajshahi

From 'jutton' to jute
plant

Sir, As a school student
during Pakistani days I along
with my fellow students were
convinced that jute was the
golden fibre produced mostly
in the then East Pakistan. The
foreign exchange earning of
the country was mostly
through export of raw jute and
jute goods while poor jute
growers were deprived
considerably in those days.

More than three decades
have elapsed while we con-
tinue to read about the success
stories of jute and cotton
mixed fabric named 'jutton’
developed by PCSIR, now
BCSIR. Worth millions of Taka
tax payers money had been
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how difficult the r;cgntlatinn:

were and how these two par- .

ties tried to accommodate
each other.

Arafat will be ted as
“Chairman” of the Palestinian
authority Gaza and

Jericho. The accord also stipu-
lates joint approval of all laws
by Palestinian-Israeli Commit-
tee for the purpose. Israel
shall also exercise control over

Jewish settlements in the oc-

spent so as to produce jutton
fabric to be used in clothing.
Unfortunately, the return on
investment can only be de-
termined by learned
economists.

However, very recently the
use of green jute plant for pa-
per pulp production is
being publicised. Fortunately,
the production of paper from
pulp produced from banana
leaves, banana plants, water
hyacinth, waste cotton, old
rags, fibrous grass etc. is being
regularly shown in exhibitions.
Let us hope that our future
newsprint from raw jute plants
will be of good standard!

Sadig Alee -
Moghbazar, Dhaka

Abhimax politics
Sir, It's time to stop abhi-
man-politics by the leaders.
AlYf Zabr
Dhalon

also have to
power as a caretaker government and it is quite clear

ESTINE

{ Tunis were Israeli “agen

We did never claim twnmnmkergmm;nthmdhmwmmmuﬂm
of five-year tenure, the

resign. During

are raising questions about the
process of holding local gov-
ermnment elections and the by-
elections, If the national level
elections are held under care-
taker government. | think,
these are only some minor
points which can be easily set-
tied through discussions. We
are concerned about the na-
tional level elections for the
Jatiya Sangsad which will de-
termine who will rule the
country. However, | think that
the election commission can
conduct the local body polls —
since these elections do not
bring any change in govern-
ment. However, we will need a
strong and independent EC for
the purpose.

I wonder, what is the actual
S0T

| rea _ BNF's refusal to -
- hold; ﬁﬂw L6540
der caretaker governmient problem

é

May be, BNP will have to raise
the same demand someday —
may be it will have to take to
the stireets to realise the de-
mand. But jf the system of
caretaker government is in-
corporated in the Constitution,
BNP will also enjoy its benefit.

cupied territories. It was obvi-
ous that Israel being the occu-
pying power shall retain con-
trol over security and foreign
affairs but the specific provi-
sion permitting Israel to move
troops into the areas under
self-rule “in the event of out-
break of general hostilities or
imminent threat of such
hostilities™ was most dama-

ging. This has given further

opportunities to the radical
Palestinian groups to denounce
the accord. Cairo agreement

. has the provision for nego-

tiations within three years on a
permanent settlement for the
rest of the West Bank and Arab
East Jerusalem.

. The accord obviously cre-
ated mixed reactions in the
occupied territories. “Yester-
day. I did not believe they

would sit and sign it. Now, I
am less worried. | see that it's
real”, said Msalam, a resident
of Gaza.

Various reports from Jeri-

cho show ‘no joy in Jeriche’,
the only piece of land in West
Bank that will first enjoy free-

dom and temporarily accom-
modate the headquarters of
Arafat, the Chairman of Pales-
tinian self-rule Authority. Ap-
parently, the first step toward
transfer of authority to PLO
immediately after Cairo cere-
mony was faulty. An advance
party of PLO representatives
arrived at Jericho on May 04
in Israeli jeeps and they were
pelted with stones by Pales-
tinian youths. The very idea of
coming with Israelis in Israeli
jeep was preposterous as this
added to the already held view
by many radical Palestinians
that Palestinian leadership in
ts™.
Abed Sider, a local PLO official,
said, “They should not have
come with the lsraelis. They
should have told us they were
coming and we would have
taken measures to give them a
warmer reception’. Indeed.
tumultuous reception was
given when some 150 Pales-
tinian policemen arrived at
Gaza from Egypt. About 10,000
Palestinians warmly welcomed
them; 9000 Palestinian po-
licemen will finally form the
Palestinian security force in

Therefore, against the
tion in our éountry, we belicve
that there should be a consti-

In an election ungler caretaker
government, all the political
parties will get similar facili-
ties in the government. —
There will be no controlled
media. So, no party will get the
opportunity to influence the
electoral process. '

For strengthening democ-
racy, we switched over to par-
liamentary system. Now. for
institutionalising democracy,
we demand holding of the next
election and a few more, under
caretaker governments.

| have already stated that
this is now a national demand.
Despite gulf of difference in
political ideology. all the oppo-
sition parties are now unani-
mously supporting the de-
mand

But -due to the uncompro-
mising attitude of the ruling
party, a political crisis has
been created. If the gowvern-
ment brings a bill in this re-

gard in parliament, we can

everything there, Thatj
CAR Wiy (o Sokiethd

against the proposition.

Process has Begun, Not to be Stopped Any More

Gaza and Jericho. As a first
step towards handing over
charge, Israeli army has al-
ready handed over one army
base to Palestinian police.

The transition to Pales-
‘tinian self-rule is going to be
extremely difficult. As West

and Gaza have been to-
tally dependent on Iscael for
every thing, Palestinians will
have to go through this painful
transition. However, every
thing will depend on how
Palestinian self-rule adminis-
tration is going to be formed.
The local Palestinians fear that
if people with no direct
knowledge and experience of
the occupied territory try to
control and dominate there
will be chaos. Only hope is that
Arafat would try to take the lo-
cal Palestinian leadership into
confidence and involve them
adequately in the self-rule ad-
ministration. Hamas leadership
should be induced to join the
administration on the clear
understanding that they will
no longer carry out or even
support terrorism and vio-
lence.

Recent reports indicate
that Hamas is prepared to
work with PLO administration
in Gaza and Jericho provided
some understanding could be
reached on future pelitical re-
lationship. Hamas members
probably realised that fratrici-
dal war is no longer in their
interest as they could build on
the present tract of liberated
land and, ultimately free entire
occupied territories. Arafat
should extend olive branch to
them once they agree on the
process of negotiations.

Arafat has an extremely dif-
ficult task ahead. Most of the
young Palestinians in the oc-
cupied territories have been
involved in fighting Israeli
forces. The overall situation in
the occupied territories is
highly chaotic. The proposed
election in about four months
time will further destabilise
the political situation. Pales-
tinians may turn their guns
towards each other. Arafat has
to have enough patience and
logistic and financial means to
deal with the new situation in
the liberated part of Palestine.



