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Dhaka Day by Day :

Enchantment of a Sleeping City

by Iftikhar A Chowdhury
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When Lthe
beloved city of ours. it assumes a different
look .altogether. It no longer remains the ever-

busy metropolis where people always seem to .

be on the run, the humming of human voices
no longer invade one's private thoughts. This
sleeping Dhaka then resembles more to a
quiet and lethargic mufassil town where life
comes 10 a near standstill by 9 to 10 pm.

It can be a wondrous experience for any ad-
venturous person to take a ride through this
city by a rickshaw or walk along the main roads
at around 2 am or even later in the night. If you
can shrug off your fear of being attacked by the
elements of the night, be it natural or super
natural, then you can always come out in the
sireets and have a full share of your nightly
adventure,

As it is with the other busy metropolis of
the world, one cannot expect to see the neon
lights sparking from a casino entrance, robust
and fashionable urban people coming out or
going into discotheques to enjoy life, or people
of all descriptions frequenting bars that stay
awake till the next day's sun peeps through
the eastern gates of the horizon. Dhaka by
night gives an impression contrary to all these.
Its beauty is marked by its unusual quietness.
where little sound created by the human
voice is echoed and magnified manifold,
where the roads seem to gain in length be-
cause of the absence of people. One may VEry
likely to have the feeling of being the king of
the road while taking this lonesome journey
through the city which is so much known to
us, yet so unknown!

There is no reason for one to believe that
only muggers, dacoits, prostitutes, policemen
and newspapermen are to be seen at that hour
of the night. There are other people too, who
might be noticed. One may be seen rushing off
to a medical emergency unit in an attempt to
save a relative's life, or people heading Home
from long-distance bus terminal or train sta-
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tion. Their tired and sullen face
brighten while going home.

Rickshaws can be found throughout the
night, although not in a great many number.
The fare also doesn't vary greatly. Mostly, rick-
shawpullers who find it physically impossible
to pull the vehicle in the burning heat of the
day. or have an alternative job to attend to, pull
rickshaws at night. Scooters can also be found
at anytime in the night, although much fewer
in number.

Some tea-stalls and roadside restaurants
operate throughout the night. If one feels like
eating vapa pitha and tea at 3 am, one only has
to go to Farmgate, Kamalapur or
Mohammadpur Bazar area of the city. Eating in
these stalls wouldn't exactly be a delight for
everyone, but it will definitely bring a change.

While travelling in the city by night one
problem anyone is going to face is the inquir-
ing policemen en the round. One often runs
the risk of being harassed and asked all types
of peculiar questions by them. In one incident,
two journalists were returning home from
their official duties. They chose to return
home on foot. On the way, they were stopped
by the men in uniform, who told them in their
inimitable jargon, "You guys shouldn't move
around in white clothes (civil dress) at this
hour of the night." To this one of the journal-
ists replied that "We are not policemen, we do
not wear uniform, we are supposed to walk
around in civil dress."”

One Anwarul Hag was surprised to notice

one thing which to him seemed very extra or-
dinary. There were more cows in the Dhaka
streets than men during the dying hours of
the night. Why so many cows? There is no rea-
son to believe that these cows are the reincar-
nation of the sleeping Dhakaites. These poor
creatures are taken to the various slaughter
houses of city only to be slain in the morning. A
terrible night for them indeed!

Australian envoy

seems 1o

Chairman, Department of Phi-
losophy, Dhaka University,
died at a city clinic yesterday
afternoon. He was 77. reports

Elmu-c-jnnua of Prof Hai
will be held at the Dhaka Uni-
versily Mosque after johr

Fam Rtk Rissak Ali

expressed his profound grief at
the death of Prof Hai.

for Saudi Arabia
today

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
leaves for Saudi Arabia today to
perform Hajj, commencing
Friday, reports UNB.

The Speaker has been in-
vited by the royal protocol of
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

meets Shahabuddin
o Kenneth -W Aspinall, High
Commissioner of Australia,
called on Chief Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at his office
in the city yesterday. reports

They exchanged views on
the subjects of mutual inter-
ests, particularly on the work-
ing of the legal systems of the
two countries.

‘Economic problems responsible

for breaking up joint families'

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday underlined
the crucial role of the family in
ensuring peace, stability and
security in the society, reports
UNB. '

Inaugurating the first Inter-
national Year of the Family '94,
at the Osmany Memorial Hall
vesterday morning, President
Biswas called for making
continuous efforts to build up
ideal families.

Describing family as the
foundation of the society, the
President said that economic
problems and unemployment
were largely responsible for
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breaking up of joint families.
He said human bei

and this simplicity has to be
utilised for peace and pro
and for building a healthy -
ily and society.
. Welcoming the decision of
the United Nations to observe
the day in a situation when val-
ues were decaying, Biswas
called for taking renewed
pledge to strengthen the fam-
ily bondage.

Chaired by Fazlur Rahman,
State Minister for Social
Welfare, the inaugural function
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Jahir Raihan Film Soci

Y: Organises a special

filin session to mark its 8th founding anniversary. Today's film
: Mukh-0O-Mukhosh (The face and the mask] Venue: Russian
Cultural Centre, House No-510, Road No-7. Dhanmondi.

Time; 5:30 pm.

Blood Donation Programme: organised by Rota.
ract Clubs of Natore Dame College, Mahanagar North West,
Dhaka Udayan. Dhaka Central and Dhaka North. Venue: TSC
premises. Dhaka University. Time: 9 am to 1 pm.

Voluntary Health Services Socie

ty:{vm

on Adolescent Family Life Education. Chief guest: Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of Parliament. Special
guest: Dr Harunur Rashid, Secretary, Planning Division.
Venue: VHSS Training Hall, Adabar, Shyamoly. Time : 8:30

alTl

Bhngladeah Chhatra Union: 23rd national

council. Chief guest: Dr Abdullah Al Muti Sharfuddin. Venue:
Aparajeo Bangla, Dhaka University. Time : 11:30 am.

Lions Club of Dhaka Oriental: Regular meeting

Venue: Officers Club, Baily Road. Time: 6:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Central: Regular weekiy

meeting. Speaker ;

Rtn Altaf Hossain. Subject: Present

taxation system and problems. Venue: Dhaka Club. Time : 1:30

pm
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AT TIMES LIKE THIS WOULDN'T YOU WISH
' FOR THE SIMPLE PLEASURES OF LIFE ?

— Like spending hours browsing through volumes
of books of your favourite authors..... ...

— Like buying that special gift for someone

special.........

— Like thoughtfully selecting a card for someone
~ you want to, but haven't kept in touch with for a

-—

Five get Satyen

Sen awards
By DU Correspondent

Five personalities have been
awarded Satyen Sen Memorial
Award for their otustanding
contribution to their respec-
tive fields.

The recepients are poet
Shamsur Rahman, litterateur
Shawkat Osman, Wahidul Huq,
Sanjida Khatun and litterateur
Sunil Gangopaddhya of West

The Khelaghar, a children
organisation, awarded the
medals at a colourful function
at the Teachers and Students'
Centre (TSC) auditorium of the
Dhaka University yesterday
afternoon.

Presided over by Panna
Kaiser, chairman of the Khe-
laghar, the function was at-
tended by Justice Kemal Ud-
din Hossain. and Gaziul Huq as

Special guests.

3 killed in
Khulmllﬁ

KHULNA, Ma : Three
people were killed, including a
woman, and two others injured
in three separate accidents in
the district on Saturday, police
said, reports UNB.

The dead were identified
as: Nurun Nahar, 60,
Krishnapal. 18, and police offi-
cial Akhtarul Islam, 22.

Nurun Nahar was killed on
the spot when a Rupsha-bound
speedy truck hit her rickshaw
from behind on Khan Jahan Ali
road in the tbwn at 9:00 pm.
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ngs are,
by nature, honest and simple,

Fariduddin, Secretary Ministry
of Social Welfare, UNICEF
Representative Rolf C Carriere,

- ILO Director Werner K Blenk.

former advisor Azizul Haque
and Acting Director of the
Social Welfare Directorate
Zillur Rahman.

President Biswas referred
to the United Nations deelara-
tion of universal human rights
as well as the charter on the
rights of women and children,
and said successful implemen-
tation of those would raise the
standard of life of the family
members.

He said the present gov-
ernment . has been working
with sincerity to bring about a
qualitative change in the life of
the members of the family. He
said the govt had already in-
troduced programmes for
mass literacy, vocational train-
ing, integration of women in
the development activities,
etc.

He stressed the need for
adopting a national policy in

- line of UN policy and pro-

grammes, aimed at fulfilling
the needs of the families and
individuals.

. The Bangladesh National
Museum has taken up a pro-
gramme to preserve the local
heritage of each of the coun-
try’'s 64 districts, reports UNB.

The programme is d
to enable the people, particu-

discern and understand their
own culture and heritage.
State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahan Ara Begum
opened the experimental pro-
gramme through a video and
film show on Rajbari district at
the National Museum audito-

5.15 am.

larly the future generation, -

and squally wind likely to occur
and Rajshahi divisions during the
' Met office forecasts the weather may remain same at one
or two places over Chittagong, Khulna and Barisal divisions.
The day temperature is likely to remain unchanged.
Yesterday's highest rainfall 16 mm was recorded at
while the minimum 2 mm at Bogra. The second highest 14
mm was recorded at Srimongol. -
The Sun sets today at 6.64 pm while rises tomorrow at

Nat'l Museum to preserve
-~ cultural heritage

rium yesterday afternoon.

Md Mokhlesur Rahman
Secretary, Ministry of Cultural
Affairs addressed the funection

. which was presided over by

Director General of the Na-
tional Museum Md Moslem Ali.
Sécretary of the Museum Md
Didarul Ahsan also spoke.

Opening the programme,
the State Minister said that it
was an important task of the
government to preserve and

uphold the country's tradition
and culture.

] .
wind
By Staff Correspondent
Rain and thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty

ly

at a few places over Dhaka
next 24 hours.
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DU Alumni Association
Annual General Meeting

The annual general meeting of the Dhaka University Alumni Association
will be held on Friday, May 27, 1994 at 5:00 pm at the Pi
lopment Academy auditorium at Babupara, Nilkhet, Election of executive
committee members, besides other matters, will be held at the meeting.

The meeting will be followed by a cultural function and dinner,
Professor Emajuddin Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dhaka
is expected to grace the occasion as chief guest. Separate cards for the
cultural function and dinner have to be obtained on payment. The rate is
| single Tk, 150.00 and couple Tk 250. The following telephone numbers may
| be contacted for the purpose: 815119, 317366, 501329, 406633,
405021,504797, 507627, 401100, 317035, 833204 & 882955,
| All members of the Association and other interested old students of

the university have been requested to attend.
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IMPORTED FROM ENGLAND

' MAINTENANCE-FREE BATTERY

NOW AVAILABLE IN BANGLADESH

LAIK ALI LIMITED

COMILLA GARDEN, 50, NEW ESKATON ROAD,
DHAKA, PHONE : 419908, 419914
4,KC. DEY ROAD, CHITTAGONG. PHONE: 224841, 221637 '\
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IOI!‘ T 4.30 zpslruung announcement
The BOOKWORM gives you the atmosphere to do Programme summary
all this and more. Located at the old Tejgaon S ey Growing e eal——
Airport right beside the slanting MIG-21 Aircraft i ﬁ:ﬂdf"ﬁ. | | ——— % 4
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The BOOKWORM is an ideal place to bring your 6.10 Pratysss E e I SR
family and friends for a good time 650 Open Unsversity & et FRESH PACKS
500 Mows in Becia For your convenience NESPRAY is now
8.30 (Sgcial programme: available in d Huhl Pack of lm’ cnntlining
9.00 Gm’:.f?;:f” FOUR separate packs of 400g.
o o e h With the NESPRAY Multi Pack, you are assured
T ey of getting dairy fresh NESPRAY every time you
1 1.00 ;l::al programme . open a mk '+
Rally Y.
1.30 Khabar/The News
|.40 Tomorrow's

R GROW UP HEALTHY THE NESPRAY WAY

SUITHTIATY
11.46 Closing



