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Saudi Arabia deploys
riot police around
Iranian Hajj camp

Mandela plans to step
down after just two
years in office

Plans underway to se-
parate irrigation wing
from BADC, Majid tells
engineers
US pushing pﬁva-
tisation in foreign aid
programmes
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NEWS

World Telecom
Day tomorrow

The 26th World Telecom-
munication Day will be ob-
served in the country tomor-
row May 17, with due impor-
tance as in other 183 member
countries of the International
Telecommunication Union.
The theme of the day of this
year is “Telecommunication
and Culture.” reports UNB.

JU Eid holiday
begins May 19

A 13-day Eid vacation of Ja-
hangiragar University begins
on May 19 on the occasion of
Eid-ul-Azha and classes will
resume on June 1. The varsity
authorities have curtailed a
meonth-long summer vacation
from the annual schedule to
make up two months of un-
scheduled closure from
February 7 to April 2 this year.
reports UNB.

CU M Com exams
June 27

CHITTAGONG., May 15
Terminal examinations of M
Com final year students in the
session 1990-9] and M Com
(preliminary) of the session
1991-92 will be held on June
27. reports BSS.

Arms recovered
in Manikganj
MANIKGANJ. May 15: Po-
lice recovered two pipeguns
and 70 bullets left behind by
miscreants during flight at
Amdala village in Shibalaya
thana Saturday midnight. Po-
lice said the bandits were
to commit decoity at
Grameen Bank at the village
but fled when spotted by patrol
police, reports UNB.
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Mzanmar minister tells newsmen

Visiting Trade Minister of
Myanmar Lt General Tun Kyi
yesterday sald his country was
ready to welcome back all its

who have been staying
in Bangladesh since 1992.

In an interview with BSS,
the Myanmar minister said,
“"We have given clearances to
150,000 of the refugees for
their repatriation to Myanmar,
but only 50,000 of them have

' 80 far gone back home."

Tun Kyl said, "We don't
know why they are not going
back to Myanmar,” and added,

"as mewsmen, please enquire
why theéy are not going back."

Asked why the return of
nearly 268,000 Myanmar
refugees staying in Bangladesh
camps had not been cleared by

Yangen yet and also when they

Rohingyas aren't returning

home despite clearance

could be expected to be
cleared for repatriation, he
said, "Let the 100,000
refugees already cleared by the

government first come to

Myanmar. We are processing
and inspecting the matter of
clearance for the remaining

He said if upon inspection it
was found that the remaining
refugees were Myanmar citi-
zens, they would all be taken
back by his country w"lthﬂut
exception.

"We welcome them.,” he

-said. "We have made shelters

for them and are ready to as-
sist them to get rehabilitated
in Myanmar as soon as they
come back."

The Myanmar minister said,
"We did not suppress for. ill

‘treat them. From the religious
point of view also,. we gave
them freedom.” :

"Im our view,"  Trade
Minister Tun Kyi said, "They
prefer to stay on in your coun-
try because they are getting aid
from the UNHCR and thc
NGOs."

"Honestly, as they are cur-
rently having a better life in
your country, they are refusing
to go back to Myanmar."

The Myanmar ambassador
to Bangladesh Hla Myint Oo
and the Director. International
Trade Promotion Depariment,
Ministry of Trade Aung Kyi — a
member of the trade #delega-
tion — were present during
the interview at the state guest
house Padma, where the visit-
ing minister is staying.

Myanmar keen to
supply boulders,
stones ,

Myanmar government is
ready to supply boulders and
stones to Bangladesh for con-
struction of roads the visiting
Myanmar Trade Minister
Lieutenant General Tun Kyi
told the Communications Min-

ister Oli Ahmed yesterday, re- '

ports BSS.

The Myanmar minister con-
veyed it to the Communica-
tions Minister when he called
on him at the Rail Bhaban.

Bangladesh Communica-
tions Mmister said that with
the current visit by the
Myanmar minister the excel-
lent bilateral relations between
the two neighbouring coun-
tries got a fresh impetus.

It was during the time of
Shaheed President Ziaur Rah-
man he recalled, that the bi-
lateral relations between the
two neighbouring countries
had got a new dimension.
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Clty exEnences ra1

The Elt}l' eperienced wel-
come rain yesterday adfter-

noon. — Star photo

- By Staff Correspondent

Storms lashed at least three
districts while heavy rains in
the capital yesterday brought
great relief to the people after
weeks of heat and humidity.

Two people were feared
drowned and 42 others in-
jured during storms in
Manikganj, Jhenidah and Sira-
jgany. :
In the capital, heavy down-
pour in the afternoon seriously
disrupted city life. Traffic
came to a standstill in most
areas as heavy rains sent peo-
ple on the streets secking
shelter.

The Dhaka Met office
recorded 6 milimetre of rain-
fall.

UNB adds: Two people
were feared downed in the
Jamuna during a severe
nor wester that swept three

See Page 12 Col 7

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia hltenmg to P‘ost lnd Ttlunmmunmtmns Hmmtnr
Tarigul Islam who called fapm Tekwaf.after launching a vard phope system in the thana

headquarters of Cox's Bazar district yesterday.

—'PID photo

Card phone
in Teknaf

The card phone was
launched in Teknaf yesterday
expanding the network and
services of the public tele-
phone to the coastal areas of
Cox's Bazar, reports BSS,

T and T Minister Tariqul
Islam launched the card phone
in Teknaf by talking from
there over telephone with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia in Dhaka in the afternoon.
Through the T and T minister,
Begum -Zia conveyed her
greetings to the dwellers of
Teknaf and hoped that they
would best utilise this public
telephone system as a modern
devise of communications.

Begum Zia also enquired
about the of the reha-
bilitation work in the cyclone-
battered Teknaf area.

Tariqul Islam, whe is also
minister in-charge of Teknaf
for Relief and Rehabilitation,
Minister
unica-
there.

tions had been

Country needs brainpower,
not musclepower : Hasina

Sheikh Hasina yesterday
said the country was now lac-
ing unprecedented braindrain
and urged expatriate
Bangladeshi scholars and ex-
perts to come up with their

«expertise for developing the
country, reports UNB,

“What Bangladesh needs
most is brainpower and not

musclepower to break the ﬂ-r”l

cious cycle of poverty and un-
derdevelopment,” she told a
delegation of Bangladeshi
teachers at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore, according
to a message from the South-
east Asian city state.

The Awami League presi-
dent and Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament arrived in
Singapore Saturday morning
from Tokyo on her way back
home. :

Hasina referred to the
spectacular development and

. prosperity of the East and

Southeast Asia and called for

emulating the example of the
regions to advance Bangladesh
by ensuring the basic rights
like education, healthcare,
skill development. clean ad-
ministration and the rule of
law.

The Awami League chief
explained to them her party's
economic and investment
policies and holding of several
seminars on vital national is-
sues to elicit broadbased con-
SETISUS.. :

Expressing her concern at
what she said systematically
ruining the very fabric of edu-
cation by government-spon-
sored violence and vandalism
on campuses where even
teachers are subjected to hu-
miliation, Hasina said most of
the brilliant and talented stu-
dents were leaving the coun-
try. "Very soon this will pose a

serioys problem for the coun-
try." i '

See Page 12 Col 8

Six persons were killed and
25 others injured in two road
mishaps In the city and in

lhnymgmj yesterday, reports

ler people were killed as a
speedy truck ran over them
and crashed on a roadside
shop at Badda in the city yes-
terday.

Agitated people set fire to
the killer truck, put up barri-
cade on the Progati Sarani in
protest and clashed with po-
licemen. .

Police lathicharged the
demonstrators and fired tear-
gas shells to bring the situation
under control.

Three of the dead were
identified as Sirajul Huq. 26, a
rickshawpuller, Mofazzel, 22,
and Faziul Huq' 28. They died
on the spot.

Another victim, aged about
25, expired at the Dhaka

wmwmmn

Six killed, 25 hurt in
road accidents

The aeccident occurred at
12:45 pm as the driver of the
truck lost control, according
to police.

Gulishan police arrested the
driver, Mujibur Rahman, and
filed a case.

The bodies were sent to the
DMCH morgue for post-
mortem.

Our Narayangan] Corres-
pondent adds: two persons
were killed and 25 injured in a
bus accident on the Dhaka-
Munshiganj road at Gﬂgnagnr
at 8.30 am yesterday.

The Munshiganj bound
minibus (No. Dhaka Ba 1536)
from Dhaka fell into a road
side ditch while trying to avoid
collision with a rickshaw near
Mandal Bari bridge here.

Local people came to rescue
the bus passengers.

Two passengers, Mizanur
Rahman (24) and one
unidentified man (35) were

See Page 12 Col 7

Farakka Day
-. today

From Abdul Wadood

RAJSHAHI, May 15: Tomor-
row is May 16. Eighteen years
ago this day lakhs of people
from across the country
rushed to Rajshahi to protest
the unjust unilateral with-
drawal of the Ganges waters at
Farakka by India.

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani led the historic ‘long
march’ this day in 1976 that
paraded about 45 miles from
Rajshahi to the Kansat border
post, near the Farakka Barrage.

Since then the day has been
observed as Farakka Day’ every
year.

On May 16, 1976 people
reached Rajshahi chanting slo-
gans “Chalo Chalo Farakka
Chalo (let us go to Farakka)"
and *Maran Fand Farakka
Bandh Bhenga Dao Gurie Dao
(break the death trap Farakka
Barrage into pieces)”.

On May 17, people gathered
at the Madrassah Maidan and
the great leader, Maulana

See Page 12 Col 5

Dumping of wastes seriously!

polluting Buriganga water

Dumping of wastes into the
Buriganga by the riverside
people of Dhaka has poliuted
its water, posing a serious
heaith hagard. officials said.

A recent study conducied

by the Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE) identified

waste dumping at 22 points
between Mirpur bridge and

Pagla ghat, polluting the river
water, which has become unfit

for human consumption as well
as threatened aquatic life

Scientists of the DOE bave
detected Chromium. which is
extremely hazardous to health,
at least at two points of the
Buriganga's course.

From Mirpur bridge to-
wards the Dholai Khal which
fell into the river near Farash-
ganj. the guantity of dissolved
oxygen has dwindled to zero

By Masud Hasan Khan
from the 5.7 milligram per
litre

For survival of fish and
other animals and plants. at
least four milligram of oxygen
is required in one litre of wa-
ter.

Besides. Lhe quantity of
solid wastes in the river water
is also very high. according to
the study.

It said that Chromium was
detected in the river water at
Chandni Ghat and near Haz
aribagh areas, dumped from
the tanneries.

Pagla sewage ireaiment
plant is not working well, and
untreated wastes are being
dumped into the river, it said.

The DOE study said that
cow dung and lime were being
dumped into the river from
the cattle market near Mirpur
bridge. HResides. bilge and

burned out fuel from the river
craft is also being passed onto
the river.

Liquid sewage wastes are
also being disposed from Mo-
hammadpur sluice gate to
Rayerbazar sluice gate areas.
Industrial wastes are being
dumped from different salt
factories at Kamrangir Char ar-
cas.

At Chandni ghat, washers
are mixing soap, soda and
bleaching powder into the wa-
ters of the Buriganga. At Swa-
righat and Sadarghat, che-
micals from different jwellery,
ice factories, human excreta,
and bilge and oil from the river
vessels are being released into
the river.

From Sadarghat to Pagla
bazar, different cold storages
and brick kilns are dumping

See Page 12 Col 7

Agri Ministry
refutes Tofael's

allegations

The Ministry of Agriculture
yesterday described as baseless
the allegations by Tofael Ah-
med, MP, regarding sale of Ku-
bota engine spare parts with-
out tender from the Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar BADC store,
reports BSS.

A statement by the Ministry
of Agriculture issued said that
its attention had been drawn
to the statement of Tofael
Ahmed in reply to a statement
by the Agriculture Minister.

Refuting Tofael's allegatio-
ns, the Ministry of Agriculture

See Page 12 Col 7

Businessman
arrested for

smuggling gold

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested a
businessman, Dara Khaled Cha-
wdhury alias D K Chawdhury,
for his alleged involvement in
the plan to smuggle 57
kilograms of gold into the
country last year.

D K Chawdhury, a currency
dealer, was absconding since
the Customs officials foiled the
smuggling-attempt at Zia
International Airport (ZIA) on
November 10 last year.

Police arrested Chawdhury
from the city's Ayesha
Shopping Centre at Malibagh
where he came to meet his
wife around 1:00 pm, accord-
ing to police. D K Chawdhury

See Page 12 Col 8

Abdul Ahad
dead

Abdul Ahad, a celebrity in
the musical arena of
Bangladesh, died in Dhaka yes-
terday at 1:25 pm at the Holy
Family Red Crescent Hospital
following prolonged filiness,
hospital sources said. He was
76, reports BSS.

Late Ahad, a noted vocalist
was also a celebrated com-
poser and music director.

He was a top class singer of

See page 12 Col 3

Serbs, Muslims snub
int'l ca]l for truce

SARAJEVO, May 15: Bos-
nian Serbs and Muslims,
snubbing international calls for
a truce, reported fighting
around the UN designated
"sale area” of Tuzla in northern
Bosnia and the northern
salient of central Bosnia today,
reports Reuter.

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo
Radio said today the town was
shelled overnight.

It said four people were
wounded when Kalesija, to the
east, came under artillery, fire.

Sarajevo Radio said four
people were also wounded in
the shelling of Maglaj and two

more in Gradacac on Saturday,
The Bosnian Serb news
agency Srna said Muslims con-
tinued today artillery and in-
fantry attacks on villages on
mount Majevica overlooking
Tuszla for the third consecutive

‘h" -

Quoting sources in the
Bosnian Serb army, it said
more than 100 artillery shells
have been fired since this
morning from the direction of
Teocak, 10-km (six miles)
south of Ugljevik, and Godusa
and Seljuba, 15-km (nine
miles) east of Tuzla.
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Che Derily Star
PUBLIC
DEBATE

Today, on Page 4, Op-
position Chief Whip and
Awami League Organis-
ing Secretary Md Nasim
argues why the next
general elections should
be held under a care-:
taker government.

PM leaves for
Saudi Arabia
today

Minister

Prime Begum -

'Khaleda Zia leaves for Saudi

Arabia today to perform Haijj,
reports UNB.

Custodian of the two holy
mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul

Aziz has invited the Prime
Minister to be a royal guest
during her stay in the kingdom-
on the holy occasion. :

Her 13-member entourage:
includes State Minister for:
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum, Shahidul Haque Jamal
MP, Shahiduzzaman MP and
some senior officials.

This will be Begum Zia's
second trip to Saudi Arabia as
Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

She is expected to return
home on May 25 after the pil-

grimage.

Saifur sees labour
unrest, strikes as
main obstacles
to investment

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman has said the non-eco-
nomic factors like labour un-
rest, hartals and strikes are
the main constraints in in-
creasing investment in the
country.

These factors have been
discouraging both the local and
foreign investags, he said.

Saifur was speaking on
"Privatisation: prospects and
problems in Bangladesh” at a
meeting of the Rotary Club of
Dhanmondi held at Hotel
Sonargaon in the city yester-
day.

Referring to the Opposition
role in ‘'making the Parliament
inactive." the Finance Minister
said 'our political culture has
to be changed in the interest
of the country.

"If you boycott Parliament

See Page 12 Col 1
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LAST DAY FOR QUIZ a4 ENTRIES

WIN YOUR OWN PHILIPS 21”7 POWERVISION OR 177 B/W TV AND OTHER PRIZES.

SEND IN UNLIMITED NUMBER OF ENTRIES .
HURRY UP AND ENTER UPTO 10P.M. TODAY.




