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_l;‘.rshad's lawyers protest
rejection of adjournment

Lawyers defending the
former President Hussain Mu
hammad Ershad in the Ja-
panese Boat Purchase Case
yesterday boycotted the court
as their prayer for adjourn-
ment of the proceedings were
not entertained, reports BSS.

The proceedings of the
special judge's court however
was carried eul despite the ab-
sence of the former general's
defence counsels.

Divisional Special Judge
Ansaruddin Sikder who is the
Presiding Judge in the one-
man court rejected a .prayer
submitted by Yusuf Hossain
Humayun  Ershad's lawyer to
adjourn the proceedings en-
abling the defence to go into
the volume of documents re-
lated to the case.

As the court was to start in
taking up the deposition of the
first prosecution witness in
the case, nearly a dozen
lawyers of the former ruler led
by Humayun left the court.
Before leaving the court,
Humayun said since their
prayer was not accepted, they
would leave the court.

Yesterday was the date ear-
lier fixed for the deposition of
the witness in this case whose
charge was framed for the sec-
ond time on April 11. The first
charge-framing done late last
year in the absence of Ershadl's
lawyer had to be drop ~d ‘fol-
lowing an order of the High
Court in view of defence peti-
tion.

A K M Hossain, Deputy Co-
mmissioner of Panchagar who
is the PW-1, while deposing
before the court read out the
ezahar (first information re-

port) which was filed with .

Ramna thana on 22.7.199].
Hossain who was Deputy Direc-
tor, Bureau of Anti Corruptior
at the time of filing the FIR,
testified the ezahar, which has
been exhibited in the court.

The case relates to accept-
ing the second lowest bidder
in the procurement of emer-
gency rescue boats from Japan
under a Japanese debt reliefl
grant by violating set rules
thereby causing the state to
sustain a loss amounting to Tk
33 crore. Ershad violated the
rules either to derive benefit
for himself or to give favour to
others, the charge said.

Besides Ershad. K Inoyama,
a Japanese national and an
employee of Marubeni Cor-
poration, Japan. the company
which was the lowest bidder in
the procurement case were
also indicted.

The Divisional Judge en-
quired from Humayun, since
they need the document so
badly, why they did not ap-
proach him or the prosecution
during the last one month.
This is a plea to kill-time,
Sikder told the defence coun-

“appeared the key

Public Prosecuter Ashrai-
uddin Ahmed informed the
court that during the period
since the charge was framed,
none from the defence appro-
ached him to see the docu-
ments. He said now the wit-
ness has come all the way from
a remote place, the defence
has come out with a flimsy
ground.

Ahmed requested the chair
not to entertain any defence
request for adjournment, he
said ‘let the deposition start
and offered defence to adjourn
the proceedings allowing them
to see documents before cross
examinations.

Besides Humayun, Nital Roy
Chowdhury and Sudhir Kumar
Hazra demanded adjournment
of the proceedings and statéd
ground why they could not
make the prayer earlier.

After hearing two sides, the
judge ordered the deposition
to begin and fixed May 28 as
the next date.

When the defence lawyers
left the court, the judge re-

. called an observation of the

High Court which relates to
abandoning clients by the
counsel.

After the deposition of
Hossain, Judge Sikder was
about to take two other cases
which was fixed for yesterday.
But he could not do it since
there was no defence lawyer,

Sikder said the defence
lawyers came with precon-
ceived-ideas, otherwise they
should have been present in

other cases. "Professional et- -

hies demand that they (law-
vers) should be present during
trial”, the judge said.

Bosnia seeks
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mainly, the question of terri-
tory-—would be as unmanage-
able as ever. . -
"What is the instrument of
enforcement of any decision?”
Bosnian Prime Minister Haris
Silajdzic said, speaking to re-

porters. “That is the key ques-

. tion.”

"What is their cornmitment,
what are they prepared to
do?” he asked. Many other
initiatives have failed for lack
of commitment and enforce-
ment. ' :
Silajdzic said he posed
those questions to US Secre-
tary of State Warren Christo-
pher on Saturday and was told
that the United States, its Eu-
ropean allies and Russia were
wotking on the question.

Western diplomats were
vague on how they might try to
enforce the agreement, but
held out the prospect of un-
specified tougher measures if
the talks remain stalled.
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Agricultural subsidy
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of poverty in Bangladesh can
-only be mainstreaming the

poor in the overall economic
process. Participants in the di-
alogue agreed that this can be
achieved by giving more prior-
ity to agriculture. The major
recommendations in this re-
spect were reintroduction of
subsidy, more investment in

agriculture and introduction of .

| subsidised credit.

Saifur Rahman has not indi-
cated how, if at afl, he is going
to accommodate - these rec-
ommendations in the next

. The central theme of
the recommendations is that
there should be more govern-
ment presence in agriculture.
This would mean moving the

clock back. There is no guar-*®

antee, however, that the poor
will benefit from it. The bene-
fit of subsidised inputs and

credit will not all go to small

and marginal farmers. It will
not go at all to the landless.

And, the budgeting cost of

agricultural subsidies will have
to be borne by the rural house-

holds themselves — at least to

a significant extent.

In fact, the experience of
the last few years suggest that
the farmers are better-off if
they do not have to rely upon

the government for supply of -

input. They need infrastruc-
ture support like rural roads,

surface irrigation etc. The gov-
ernment has not been all too
successful in meeting this
need — not because of lack of
money, but because , lhe
Irrigation and Agriculture
Ministries which keep on
claiming more and more re-

sources in the name of poverty

alleviation through rural devel-
opment are one of the most
inefficient users of such re-
sources,

Actually, the farmers and
the rural poor will be better-off

_ if more attention is given in

areas other than agriculture.
The huge loss that is suffered
on account of state owned en-
terprises is too high cost for
sheltered employment of a
few. The banking system is
carrying a large part of this
loss in their books which is
‘one of the factors preventing a
decline in the real interest
rate. Every year the budget has
to absorb a large part of the
loss and hence the govern-
ment's revenue need has to be
met — by taxing diesel and

natural gas for example. In

fact, if the agriculture sector is
viewed in its relationship with
the rest of the economy the
picture that emerges is that of
a shock absorber for failures in
other sectors. Agricultural sub-
sidy is a costly, inappropriate
and unsustainable means of the
unfavourable impact of this

asymmetry on the rural poor,
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia presiding over a meeting of the Natio

* the city yesterday.

ADP projects
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conditions before undertaking
projects,” the Prime Minister
told the meeting.

She reminded that her gov-
ernment was pledge-bound to
the people for ensuring ac-
countability in development
activities. "We are making un-
tiring efforts for fulfilling this
commitment.”

Endorsing the meeting's
deliberations and recommen-
dations, the Prime Minister
urged all to be more active in
implementing her govern-
ment's policies and pro-
grammes for economic uplift
of the country through opti-
mum utilisation of the limited
resources. "Our efforts towards
poveriy alleviation must be
made a success.”

Referring to the prioritisa-
tion in her government's de-
velopment programme. Begum
Zia said development planning
meant specific action plan.
Implementation of the plan
brings development, progress
and prosperity.

To achieve this goal, it is
necessary to complete work
properly by various ministries
and departments, the Prime
Minister said.

Foreign jails
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- people became the victims of

some unscrupulous brokers
who had no contract with any
foreign - agencies. The gov-
ernment has been trying hard
to get them released and pro-
vide them with jobs, Bhuiyan
added.

The labour minister said.
the authorities have started a
publicity campaign to. create
awareness about the socalled
manpower agents and also
about the procedures required
to be followed in getting jobs
abroad so that innocent people
do not suffer.

At the same time, stern ac-
tions have been taken against
some manpower agencies who
are accused of deceiving the
clients.

Recently, the licences of 16
recruiting agencies have been
cancelled and 10 agents sus-
pended for malpractices, he
added.

The minister urged the
people to be cautious before

entering into any financial deal -

with any agent. Only 355 li-

cenced agencie$y can recruit

aﬁ send people abroad legally,
-thre minister added. #

12 massacred in
Johannesburg

JOHANNESBURG, May 14:
Gunmen massacred 12 people
in Johannesburg's volatile east
rand township of Tokoza.
scene of past clashes between
rival ANC and Inkatha factions,
police said today. reports
Reuter. Sy

Police said there was no
indication so far of a motive for
the killing, the worst single
incident of violence since
South Africa elected its first
black majority government, led
by Nelson Mandela's ANC, at

the end of il.
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MOSCO
stocking bombs for Russian
pacific fleet warplanes blew up
today. about 100 kms (60
miles) north of Vidivostok in
far-eastern Russia, lar-Tass
News Agency reported, says
The blasts at 3:40 pm
{0440 GMT) near the village of
Novorfejifio shook Viadivostok.,
witnesses said in the agency
report.
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Hasina's Japan tour
fruitful, says Kibria

A top Awami League advisor
yesterday claimed that Sheikh
Hasina's visit to Japan was a
'great success', -

"Sheikh Hasina's Japan visit
was not only eventful but also
significant and fruitful.” Awami
League Advisory Council mem-
ber S A M S Kibria, who had
accompanied the party chief to
Tokyo, told UNB yesterday.

Hasina, who was in Tokye to
attend a 2-day meeting of the
had
talks with Japanese Prime
Minister, Tsutomu Hata and
Foreign Minister Kaka Jawa on
bilateral matters, especially on

economic cooperation
The Awami League leador

also met with leading indusiri-
alists of Japan including repre-
sentatives of the Mitshubishi
company and discussed with
them the possibility of increas-
ing Japanese investment in
Bangladesh

Kibria, a former foreign

secretary, said the Socialist
International conference was
hosted by Social Democratic
Party (SDP) and Democratic
Socialist Party of Japan (DSPJ).
They were included in the
Hosokawa coalition govern-
ment. The present Hata gov-
ernment also has SDP support
and it expects to get the sup-
port of DSPJ.

Kibria said Hasina had dis-
cussions with leaders of these
two important parties on dif

ferent aspects of Bangladesh-
Japan relations.

Replying to a question,
Kibria said although the Awami
League is not .a member of the
Socialist International, it at
tended the council as a guest
party. He said the Socialist In-
ternational stood by the people
of Bangladesh in 1971 and
Awami League’s participation
in the conference is a mark of
respect and friendship for the
organisation. X

" mitted

Striking teachers
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on June 2. Besides, the stri-
king teachers will collect reliel
materials and distribute those
among the cyclone-affected
people of Cox's Bazar‘from May
28 to June 8.

The new phase of agitation
by the teachers, what the or-
ganisers called the final phase,
was announced 26 days after
the non-government teachers
belonging to six different or-
ganisations grouped under the
Liaison Committee began an
indefinite strike across the
country. The agitating teachers
are demanding implementa-
tion of the national pay-scale
and other financial benefits for
them.

The day-long conference
yesterday was attended by the
striking teachers' representa-

_tives from different areas of
.the country. During the closed-

door first session, represemnta-
tives of 19 greater districts
and six from the capital sub-
reports stating the
strike situation in their re-
spective areas and suggesting
future course pf action. Quam-
ruzzaman chaired the first
session. '

The second session with Dr

M Akhteruzzaman in the chair,

discussed the proposals lor
fresh action and finalised tho-
s€.

The concluding session
adopted the new action pro-
grammes and a declaration.
Chaired by Sheikh Amanullah,
the session was addressed by
Quazi Faruk Ahmed and
Mansurur Rahman announced
the programmes.

In a resolution., the confer-
ence made it compulsory for
the striking teachers to sign
their attendance regisiers to
ensure teachers participation
in the on-going agitation. It re-
iterated that the striking
teachers wbuld not examine
answer scripts, of the SSC ex-

" aminees. Addressing the con-

ference, the Liaisan
Committee leaders resented
the government's 'rigid' atti-
tude as regards the teachers’
demands and stopping gov-
ernment grants for the strik-
ing teachers and employees.
They also described the plight
of the striking teachers due to
non-payment of their salaries,
while the Eid-ul-Azha is only
days away.

Liaison Committee coordi-
nator Quazi Faruk Ahmed ap-
pealed to the affluent teachers
to help their needy colleagues.

., May 14: A depot

DPRK replacing fuel

rods at N-reactor

, SEOUL, May 14: North Ko-
rea said Saturday it has begun
replacing fuel rods at an
experimental nuclear reactor

with no international
inspectors present, reports
AP

The move marks a new set-
back in the long-running
stalernate over North Korea's
nuclear programme. The
Communist state denies it is
trying to develop nuclear
weapons, but has refused to
cooperate fully with UN in-
spectors ®over the past 14
months.

With no chance to take
samples of the freshly removed
spent fuel, it will be virtually
impossible to know for sure
whether North Korea has di-
verted significant amounts of
plutonium fer possible
weapons use, the UN Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
says. :

The decision by North Ko-
rea to go ahead alone is a di-

rect slap to the IAEA, which
had planned to send a team to
North Korea this weekend to
begin separate nuclear inspec-
tions on Tuesday.

Foreigner held
with stone

statues at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

A foreigner was arrested at
Zia International Airport on
charges of attempting to
smuggle out statues yesterday.

One T Eurie, a German
passport holder, was held by
Zia Customs and handed over
to Cantonment police after the

was found to have in
his possession three black
stone statues. each weighing
over one The value of the
statues has estimated at
about Taka two lakh.

The incident was detected
around noon yesterday.

Int'l Day of
Families
today

The first "International Day
of the Families" will be ob-
served in the country today, as
elsewhere in the werld, re-

ports UNB.

Elaborate progranunes have
been chalked out to observe
the day. The Ministry of Social
Welfare will arrange pro-
grammes in the capital and
district and thana levels.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the day. President Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

have given separate messages.

In the capital, the day will
start with a colourful rally from
Bangladesh Shishu Academy
ending at Osmani Memorial
Hall premises. President Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas will ad-
dress the opening ceremony at
Osmani Memeorial Hall.

A seminar on "Families in
Bangladesh and practices of
Democracy in Families" will be
held in Dhaka.

ROK new market
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200,000 workers f{rom
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Vietnam, the Philip-
pines and Nepal in the next
two years. .

To encourage the recruiting
agents, the authorities have
declared 13. of the 355 agency
owriers, as Commercially Im-
portant Persons (CIP}, the
labour minister said adding for
workers “we also introduced
the bank loan service.”

Some 1000 people have
availed of the bank loan facili-
ties, he added. The minister
said, Bangladesh has sent a
huge number. of workers to
Malaysia. In 1493 alone.some
70,000 people got jobs in that
country.

“We have sent 200 female
garment workers to the Mal-

. dives which may be a good

market,” Mannan Bhuiyan said.

The labour minister said
the government has also ex-
plored the possibilities of
sending manpower to Zim-
babwe, Zambia, Mauritius, the
Maldives, and Brunei.

Efforts are also on to ex-
plore more such labour mar-
kets around the world, the
ministey added.

Contracts for JIMB
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of Bangladesh “‘and Japan was
signed during the recent visit
of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to Japan. The co-
financiers are providing 200
million US dollars each for the
project. -

Yesterday's signing of the
contracts marked the comple-
tion of all necessary prepara-
tions for implementation of
the project.

Speaking on the occasion,
the JMBA Executive Director
expressed his satisfaction over
the progress made so far and
the concrete steps taken for
the implementation of this
project of national im ce.

He thanked the co-fi-
nanciers, all the government

ministries and agencies, con-
sultants. the three contractors

and all the officials of JMBA for
their cooperation and hard
work in finalising the ar-
rangements for implementa-
tion of the project.

He requestied the contrac-
tors to start work at the sites
as early as possible so that the
project could be completed in
time. It is scheduled to be
completed by November 1997.

Ceasefire in Georgia

MOSCOW, May 14: Georgia and Abkhazian

separatists

signed a ceases-fire agreement Saturday that clears the way
for the deployment of peacekeeping troops from other ex-
Soviet republics. the ITAR-Tass news agency said. Russia
hailed the signing in Moscow as an important step toward
settling the two-year-old conflict. one of the worst flashpoints
of the former Soviet Union. reports AP

S Yemeni leaders urge Arab
world to help end war

SANAA. May 14: Southern leaders appealed to the Arab
world today for help in ending Yemen's 10-day-old civil war
after troops loyal to Yemeni President Ali Abdallah Saleh
seized the strategic town of Daleh. Thousands of people
mainly women., children and the eiderly, demonstrated in
Aden, calling for an immediate end to the fighting. angAFP

correspondent reported.

Mostatiz
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terday.

Mostafiz « returned home
from Pretoria Friday night
after attending the swear-in
ceremony of President Nelson
Mandela.

The Foreign Minister led a
three-member Bangladesh
delegation to the glorious cer-
emony of inauguration of the
first black President of South
Alfrica. The historic festival on
May 10 was attended by dele-
gations from 180 countries,
including some heads of state

and governmeni.

Briefing newsmen about the
visit, Mostafiz said about 100
Bangladeshi doctors and some
teachers and accountants were
now working in different

- towns of South Africa.

Terming South Africa as a
potential economic super-
power in the sub-continent, he
said there were good pros-
pects of Bangladeshi ex-
portables like readymade gar-
ments, jute products, leather
and tea in markets in the re-
gion.
"Bangladesh will endeavour
to follow a policy of intensifi-
cation of relations with South
Africa in political, economic
and other issues,” the Foreign
Minister told reporters.

Mostafiz reiterated the gov-
ernment decision to open
diplomatic mission in Pretoria
as soon as possible, with a
"hope that South Africa recip-
rocate it".

He said president Mandela
had acgepted the invitation to
visit Bangladesh and expressed
his desire to visit Dhaka at a

! convenient time.

Myanmar keen
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Trade said his country was
ready to take back the Rohin-
gya refugees staying in Bang-
ladesh and rehabilitaie them
so that they could start new
life there.

Commerce Minister M Sha-
msul Islam. Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister A N
M Eusuf, Commerce Secretary
A H Mofazzal Karim, and Myan-
mar ambassador to Bangladesh
Hia Myint Oo were present. °

UNB adds: General Tun Kyi
in a meeting with Commerce
Minister M Shamsul Islam yes-
terday discussed various as-
pects of a border trade agree-
ment between the two coun-
tries.

Survey for oil
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Petrobangla experts will be
present during exploratory
trips as per agreement with
the government.

The foreign companies will
initially conduct an extensive
seismic survey. They will also
use local trawlers, tugs and
and barges as their escort and
supply vessels.

Under the agreement, the
oil companies will invest at
least US dollar 2.1 million for
survey for three years. They
will invest another 10 million
dollars for drilling two wells in
the next four years.

Another foreign company,
American Snyber, will assist
the iwo companies in the ex-
ploration.

Their exploration area of a
total of 821 km includes a
242 sq km ubdia gas field.
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