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Non-govt teachers

~in Chandpur,
Satkhira observe
hunger strike

CHANDPUR, May 14: At
least 500 striking non-gov-
ernment high school and col-
lege teachers observed a day-
long token hunger strike at

Foundation
on Wednesday, UNB.
by the district

unit of teachers' action liaison
committee the strike from 6
am to 6 pm was observed at
the call of the central leaders.
The gathering was addressed
by Principal Tarikullah, Prof
Moniruzzaman, Safayat Ahmad,
Shakhawat Hossain, Ali Mah-
mood, Jibon Chakrabarty, Arun
Majumdar and some political
leaders.

They urged the government
to fulfil the legitimate de-
mands of the striking teachers
and resolve the crisis without
further delay.

Another message from

* Satkhira adds: The striking
teachers of the district ob-
served the token hunger strike
at the premises of central sha-
heed minar.

They called upon the gov-
ernment to remove disparity
hetﬂm the t and

t teadchers for
the l,rnter interest of the na-
tion.

Another report from
Jhenidah adds: At least 400

BAU Science
Conference

on June 21

AGRI-VARSITY (Mymensi-
ngh), May 14: The eighteenth
Science Conference of the

Bangladesh Association for the

Advancement of Science
 (BAAS) will be held on June
21, 1994 at the Bangladesh

campus instead of May 14,
1994 due to unavoidable

all happened Iin
Haripur village in Kotwali
thana.
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Six held with
stolen gold

ornaments

From Our Correspondent

MAIJDEE COURT (Noa-
khall) May 14 : Shudharam
 thana police have arrested six

miscreants and recovered
twenty two and half tolas of
gold ornaments and other
goods from Kanchanpur, |

and Shal in
thana of Noakhali
district recently.

Acting on a secret informa-

tion, Officer-in Charge. Mo-
Hammad Hassain, S |1 Bijoy
Kumar Nath. S | Qazi Enayet
Kahir with their forces raided
Kanchapur, Devipur and Shal-
laghatia and recovered the
looted gold and other goods
recently.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Abdur Rahim, Imamud-
din, Nurul Amin. Shamima
Khatoon of r Shahe |
Alom and Abul Kalam. of Shal-
laghatia under Shudharam
thana the district

SYLHET Emhankmmt protection wurk nlong river Surma is in progress in Hyrabond area uf Jaklgaq] thana uf the

Acute shortag

CHUADANGA, May 14: Due
to acute water shortage in the
river Padma the irrigation fa-
cilities to about, 3,50,000 acres
of land in 25 thanas of Chua-
danga, Kushtia, Meherpur,
Jhenidah, Magura and some

parts of Jessore and Narail dis-

tricts under G-K project has
been hampered.

Over 1,20,000 cultivators
are likely to be deprived of
producing one crore maunds
of Aus paddy during the cur-
rent cultivation season.

The withdrawal of water
flow by India through the con-
struction of Farakka Barrage in
India has caused the shortage
of water, it is learnt.

The Water Development
Board (WDB) completed the
Ganges-Kabodak (G-K) project
in the year 1982-83 in phases
which. was started in the year
1953-54 with a view to irrigat-
ing 3.50.000 acres of land of
25 thanas of the south west

ruﬂunufﬂu-nmnu-yhmlu:ung

Kushtia, Chuadanga. Meherpur,
Jhenidah, Magura, Narail and
Jessore districts.

In the G-K project area
there are 24.28 miles of bar-
rage, 942.01 miles of irrigation

icanals, 602.58 miles of drai-

nage canal. 2 pump houses, 1
power house, | closer, 3433
bridges and culverts and 2177
hydraulic structures.

At present there is a need
for supply of about 13
megawatts of electricity but
only five to six megawatts of
electricity are being supplied
in the project area. As a result,
normal work of the scheme is
also being hampered seriously.

It is learnt that there are
three main pumps in the pro-
ject area with a capacity to
preserve 1300 cusecs of water

SIRAJGANJ, May 14 : Con-
tinuous drought followed by

mohor, Bhangura, Slngrl
Nandigram and Ullapara
thamas

les, picsiculture in also af-
fected badly in the northern
region .

The waterievel of Ramsagar

mgachi in Sir.
ganj have fallen much than
anytime of the past.

While contacted. the au-
thorities told that continuation
of such fall in the water level
during dry season. the exis-
tence of famous Joysagar will
be threatened

Some experis have ex-
pressed that process of de-
sertification is going on in the
north era region by creating
environmental imbalance. They

_crore
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From Our Correspondent

each and 13 supporting pumps
with a capacity to preserve

125 cusecs of water each.

All these pumps depend on
the water of the river Padma
and are now threatened ﬂy
falling water level.

This renders timely exten-
sion of irrigation facilities to
the command area impossible.
And production this season of
about one crore maunds of Aus
paddy worth about Taka 2500
has become uncertain.

Drought in
four thanas

Severe drought situation in
four thanas of Chuadanga dis-
trict has still been persisting.
Lack of rainfall and an alarming
fall in the ground water level
led the irrigation system in the
district to a near collapse.

Continued drought accom-
panied by hot spell has pu-
shed the ground water level to
maximum low,

During the last three days

“hundreds of old people have

fallen ill due to scorching heat.

Most of the sources of water
like river, canals, ponds and
wells are drying up. Standing
Aus paddy and sugarcane
p.lmt- are dnm-ged for want of

Bugar output

exceeds target
The Darsana Mills of
the district has produced

16,400 metric tons of sugar by
crushing. 1.85,000 metric tons -

sugarcane during the current

cane crushing season (1993-
94).

The crushing of sugarcane
ended on April 28. The pro-
duction target of the mills was
fixed at 15,400 metric tons

Drought continues
| Serious crisis of drinking water

From Our Correspondent

stressed the need of afforesta-
tion and end to felling of trees
in the region. Falling of trees
are still rampant to use in the
brickfields (kilns) asfuel de-
spite government ban and pro-
vision of fine and lodging
CASeS.

While contacted some aged
and expérienced cultivators of
the area they told this corre
spondeni that alternative offi-

|

Quami Jute Mills Moj-
Union (CBA) in a meeting
at the mills gate recently
vice- t Korban Al
in the chair demanded pay-
ment of arrear w of the
workers of last 29 months
amounting to Tk about six
crore before the ensuing Eid-
ul-Azha

Ameong others General Sec-

Demand for
river port
in Gaibandha

GAIBANDHA. May 14 - A big
procession was brought out in
the town Tuesday demanding
immediate implementation of
the proposed Balashi River

implementa

tion Committee the proces
sionists also demanded con-
struction of railway track from
Trimohani to Balasihd Ghat

this year while it has produced
16,400 metric tons in this

SEASOr.
The working days of the
mills during the current sea-
son was 175 and average re-
covery was B.85 per cent.

The implementation work
of 26 schemes under Food for
Works Programme (FWP) at a
cost of 642 metric tons of
wheat in four thanas ef
Chuadanga district i8 now go-
ing on in full . It is ex-
pected to be completed by the
current month.

In the meantime about 70
per cent work of the total
schemes has been completed.

are being implémented in

Chuadanga sadar thana, eight
in Alamdanga thana, six in
Damurhuda thana and five in
Jibannagar Thana.

The schemes include repair
of roads and earth levelling in
fields of different educational

institutions. ._
Food for Edn

programme

The distribution work of
wheat under "Food for educa-
tion programme” in 45 gov-
ernment and non-government
registered primary schools In
four thanas of Ch dis-
trict are going on in full swing
now.

In every month over one
lakh kgs of wheat are being
distributed among the 7,500
primary school students of the
district. As a result about
5,000 destitute families of the
district are being benefited ev-
ery month wunder the pro-

gramme. to an offi-
clal source under the "Food for

education programme” which

of water hampers
irrigation in Chuadanga

- has been introduced by the

government during the cur-

rent financial year, 12 primary
schools under Sankarchandra

union of Chuadanga sadar
thana, seven schools under
Jamjami union of Alamdanga
thana, 14 schools . under
Notipota union of Damurhuda
thana and 12 schools under
Jibannagar union of Jibannagar
thana have been taken up
where a total of about 7,500
students are being taught.

Under the p each
student is getting 15 kgs of
wheat per month. However,
students not exceeding two
from the same family will get
the facility.

The attendance of the stu-
dents must be 85 days in every
100 days and their parents
must be holding land below 50
decimals.

Arms recovered

Police have recovered huge
ties of arms and ammu-
nitton from four thanas of
Chuadanga district during the
last two months.

Police have also arrested six
persons during the period on
charge of possessing illegal
arms.

.The recovered illegal arms
and ammunition included one
cut-rifle, two Indian shutter
guns, one country made pipe
gun, 22 rounds of rifle ammu-
nition, 15 rounds of gun am-
munition. two revolvers, one
foreign made double barrel and
double barrel country made
guns, one fired ammunition,
and four rounds of revolver
bullets.

The arrested persons were
Abdul Bari, Abdul Majid,
Hashem Shaikh, Azizul Hoque,

retary Sujab Ali and Anowar
Hossain addressed the meet-
ing,

Five thousand workers of
Quami Jute Mills, the biggest
industrial establishment of Sir-
aganj, are not getting wages as
per government rules.

Erosion of Jamuna
turns furious

Erosion of Jamuna has
turned furious and has de-
voured vast tracts of land and
apout 200 homesteads in Sira-
gan] sadar, Shahzadpur and
Belkuchi thanas rendering
about 1500 people homeless
during last fortnight.

it is gathered that during
the current dry season, the
channels of Jamuna have been
narrowed and the stream is
flowing by the western part of
the river.

Due to heavy current. crop-
land and homesteads of vil-
lages Simla and Mesra in sadar
thana are being washed away

erosion. The other erosion
ted villages are Saidabad

and Chatiantoli in sadar,
Nakfata, Mulkandi and
Meghulla in Belkuchi thana,
Makra, Jalalpur and Sthal in
thana

During the last forthnight,
about due thousand five hun-
dred peopie of the said villages
have become landless and
homeless. As a result they have
taken shelter on different
parts of the WDB embankment.

Local people have appre-
hended the worst situation
during ensuing rainy season
and have urged upon the au-
thority to take immediate
protective measures in the af-
fected areas

e
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ple were mi
capsized in the river Padma I
near Kamalpur in Sujanagar

‘an hour.

Eight missing |

“in boat capsize

PABNA, May 14 : Eight peo-
when a boat

thana of the district recently,

reports UNB.
Police said, that the boat

carrying onion was caught in a

storm while on its way to
Dhaka from Sujanagar at 2 am.

Four others managed to swim
ashore.
The missing people could

not be identified yet although
investigation was going on.

One killed

by tiger 1.

BAGERHAT, May 14: A
young man was killed by tiger
Thursday at Dharanikhal in
Sundarbans when a small,
group of people went there to
collect wood, reports UNB.

Police confirmed
Mosharraf Hossain, 32, was '
taken away by a tiger as he was
cutting wood in Swarankhola
Range area.

Companions of the vietim
raised hue.and cry, beat drums
and tins in a bid to.rescue him.

prey but dead.

that I
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Disaster M
lief Harun-Al-Ras

Donatidn for
mosques

May 14: State Minister for
t and Re-
Thursday

distributed cheques worth Tk

1.32 lakh for 64 mosques of

the district, reports UNB.

Speaking on the occasion,

_ the state minister said, pre-
sent government has been
making all-out efforts for de-
velopment of religious institu-
‘tions of all religious communi-

The body of Mosharraf Hos-
sain was recovered aﬂer about

About a fortnight ago two
wood cutters were killed by

royal Bengal tiger in the Sun-
darbans within a span of two
days. More than 10 people
were killed by tiger in the area
during this year, Forest offi-
cials said.

A group of miscreants
Thursday snatched goods
worth about Taka three lakh
from a French ship anchored
at Mongla port.

Police said five people
wielding daggers allegedly
snatched cash dollar, brief-
case, air ticket and other valu-
ables from the captain of MV
Salasdoar.

Security guard of the port
caught one of the bandits, Be-
lal, while they were fleeing.

A case has been filed with

Mogla thana police.
12,000 teachers

observe hunger
strike in Faridpur

FARIDPUR, May 14: The
striking teachers of non-gov-
ernment schools and colleges
in the district observed a to-
ken hunger strike on Wednes-

*day, reports UNB.

About 12,000 teachers of
different non-government
schools and colleges in-
district took part in the day-
long hunger strike to press
home for their four point de-
mand.

Meanwhile Teachers Action
Liaison Committee, Faridpur
district branch, blamed the
government for leakage of
question papers, mismanage-
ment in the ongoing SSC ex-
amination and sufferings to the
examinees. '

At a press conference held
on May 10 the teachers ac-
cused the Education Minister
for the crisis and sought per-
sonal intervention of the Prime
Minister to overcome the pre-
vailing situation in non-gov-
ernment high schools and col-

‘leges.

Abdul Majid and Golam Bari.

Number of beggars on
rise in Kishoregan;

KISHOREGANJ, May ;
The number of beggars is on
rise in the town day by day
causing much inconveniences
to the dwellers and polluting
the environment, reports UUNB.

The beggars mostly floating
people affected by the natural
calamities are pouring into the
town in large numbers from
rural areas to maintain their
livelihood.

Having failed to find any job.
these floating people took re-
sort to begging for bare sur-
vival. It is also alleged that
most of the young women beg-
gars who cannot earn their
livelihood have restored pros-
titution giving rise to the anti-
social activities in the town.

These girls can be found
roaming at station areas and
cinema hall premises after the
sun-set to draw the attention
of customers.

Different infectious diseases
have broken out due to beg-
gar's on rush to the town. Most
of themn are regularly seen re-
sponding to nature's call In
open drains and on walkways
polluting the environment.

Local elite apprehended
that the influx of these morbid
and moribund people to the
town would continue unless
they are not rehabilitated
properly.

They urged the concerned
authorities to construct va
grant centres at the outskirts
of the town for them and take
income-generating schemes to
mitigate their sufferings

Lily output

declines

Production of lily (shapla)
has. declined and its groves
are being destroyed due to
lack of proper orientation.
maintenance and plantation,

Every beel, haor, pond, tank
and marshy land in Netrokona,
Mymenshingh, Sherpur, Jama-
lpur and Kishoreganj was once
rich in lily. But it is decaying

and production is now scanty
in these areas due to siltation
of the beels and haors.

Lily is being used in many
purposes. Its creeper is used
as vegetable and its ripe seeds
are used to make fried grain
(khoi). which Is commonly
known as Dhyaper Khol :

Its food value in any way is,

not less than any other vegeta-
bles. According to local physi-
cians. its food value is higher
than beet, radish. bean, cab-
bage and cauliflower. Lily is
collected during the rainy sea-
SOT.

Local people urged the
agriculture officials to take
schemes to cultivate lily in
open waterbodies by imparting
training to the farmers

Pye-dogs

on rise

Alarming rise of pye-dogs in
the district headquarters has
become a menace to the town-
dwellers for quite a long time.

The pye-dogs with scahbby
skins are seen roaming about
here and there in the town
and the pedestrians can hardly
avold their contact while walk-
ing along the roads and lanes.

School-going children are
the worst sufferers. On their
way to school the pye-dogs
oftenn follow them and the
panic stricken children are to
run for shelter, said the local
guardians

These dogs can be found in
the meet. fish, milk and mo
lasses markets causing a lot of
troubles 'tmth to the buyers and
sellers

He urged the Imam com-

munity to play a vital role in

nation building

activities side

by side discharging their own
responsibilities.

Deputy Commissioner of the
district chaired the function
held at his conference room

-which was attended by the

| man.

chairmen of the concerned
mosgque committees. '

SAeon
| Group

At this the man eater left the |

photography

of stranded
Pakistanis begins
May 14: Group plmtografﬂl}'

for the issue of Pakistani iden
tity cards for the stranded
Pakistanis was started here on

Tuesday, reports UNB.
_ Organised by Pakistan High
Commission and Rabita al Alam

al Islami, the programmes was

formally inaugurated by chief
patron of the SPGRC (Nasim)
Nasim Khan at a function at

Bansari camp in Saidpur on

May 10. ;
The SPRGE leaders ex-

pressed their gratitude to-

wards Bangladesh Government .

and Pakistan High Commission
for extending cooperation for
the issues of the identity cards
which will help enable them to
go to their much expected

The function was also at-
tended by secretary of
the SPGRC (Nasim) and some
local leaders.

MALJDEE COURT
Armed robbers

storm houses

May 14: A gang of armed
robbers stormed three houses
at a village in Sadar thana of
Noakhali district and de-
camped away cash, valuables
and bel from the in-
mates last week, reports UNB.

The dacoits armed with
lethal weapons first swooped
on the house of Ledu Mia at
Masumpur village and looted
money and gold ornaments.
They beat up Ledu Miah's wife
when she resisted.

Afterwards, the dacoits
raided the houses of Aminullah
Master and Serajul Huq of the
same village at the same night

and looted goods and cash

from the inmates.

Separate cases were filed
with the local police in this
connection.

Meanwhile, people of
Aswndia union were passing
their days in fear and panic as
law and order in the area dete-
riorated further.

At least six dacoities were
committed in Aswndia union

during the last fortnight.
SIRAJGANJ

One run over by
speeding truck

May 14: A man was run over

by a speeding truck at

Balsabari in Shahjadpur thana
on the Bogra-Nagarbari high-
way Wednesday, reports UNB.

Police said one Hossain Al
(37) was knocked down by the
Bogra-bound truck from Na-
garbari when he was crossing
the road this morning. He died
on the spol.

The driver fled away. A case
was filed with the local police
in this connection.

FARIDPUR

'BNP govt making
parliament
ineffective'

May 14: Awami League Pre-
sidium member Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury MP accused the
BNP government for making
the parliament ineffective by
ignoring opposition demand
for election under a care-taker
government, reports UNB.

She was addressing Awami
League workers meeting at
Madhukahll and Boalmari
thana headquarters on Thurs-
day.

Reiterating the demand for
election under a care-taker
government Sajeda Chowdhury
sald, "No development of the
country and no good to the
people are possible under the
rule of the present govern-
ment.”

The meetings was also ad-
dressed by Mosharral Hossain
MP, Abdur Rouf Mia MP. Dr

Kazi Abu Yusuf MP. Airi Rah-
President Bangladesh
Mohila Awami! League and

| Bipul Gosh, General-Secretary

district unit of Awami League.

e

PABNA

Road links with

rest of country
suspended

May 14: Road communica-
tions of the distMct with the
rest of the country was sus-.
pended Tuesday due to a
transport strike called by a fac-
tion of the District Motor
Sramik Union, UNB.

The indefinite strike was
enforced Monday night by the
BNP-backed faction of the
union to protest alleged rig-
ging in the union election held

Striking transport workers
alleged that Awami' League
candidates Mohammad Rafiqul
Istfam Rafiq and Sarwar had
won the posts of President and
Line Sacretary by false voting.

Witnesses sald the BNP
supporters blocked the road by
large trunk of trees snapping

- the district's communication
. with Dhaka, Rajshahi, Bogra,

Jessore, Kushtia, Rangpur and
Dinajpur.

More than 500 buses and
trucks, and -some 5,000 bus
passengers coming from dif-
ferent parts of the district
were stranded in Sadar thana
following the road blockade.

Local people and stranded
passengers said the district
administration was yet to take
any step to end the stalemate.

HABIGANS

- Uplift works of
non-govt schools

on progress
May 14: Development works
of 33 non-government educa-
tional institutions in eight
thanas of the district costing
over Tk 2.75 core are pro-
gressing fast, reports UNB.
Official sources said the
works initiated by the Facili-
ties Department of Hlmuq of
Educdtion are expected to bg
completed by July next. .
Of the total, fought High

. schools in Sadar thana, three

in Bahubal, five in

seven in Madhabpur, two in

Lakhai, three in Amirgarj,

three in Baniachang and three

in Nabiganj will be renovated.
Construction Works on the

~ project include construction of

three class-rooms in each in-
stitution costing Tk 7.81 lakh.

Besides, two academic
buildings at a cost of Tk 25
lakh will be built I!.

Sl Ttermecie Coeg i

Jalal [ntumnd:late

Madhabpur thana,
said.

MAGURA

One killed in
road mishap

May 14: A young man riding

motor bike was killed by a

running truck at Kashandi on

Magura-Kamarkhali highway,
reports UNB.
Witnesses said Khagendra

Nath Biswas (35) died on the
spot while his co-rider
Jamiruddin (35), badly in-
jured, was admitted to Magura

hospital.
FARIDPUR

Tagore's birth
anniversary
observed

d

May 14: The 133rd birthday
of ‘Bishawkabi' Rabindranath
Tagore was observed here in a
.befitting manner, reports UNB.

Different social, cultural an«
juvenile organisations arrange:|
discussion meetings and cul-
tural functions on the occasior.

Shilpakala Academy organ
ised a discussion meeting
tended among others |
Deputy Commissioner KM N:
rul Huda.

It was followed by a cultur !
show participated by note:
artists of the locality.

Bangladesh Journalists A=
sociation and Kabi Jasimuddi:
Parishad jointly organised
discussion meeting on Lhe lite
and works of the poet.

Shahitya Sangskriti Un
nayan Sangstha, Shapla Doel.
Udichi, Natya Sangstha an
Aniket also arranged disci
slon meetings and cultui.
functions on the day.

KISHOREGANJ

Kaliachapra
Sugar Mills
laid off

May l4: The Kaliachapia
Sugar Mills in the district was
laid off today Wednesday.
throwing more than 450
workers and employees (i
uncertaifity, reports UNB

The Bangladesh Sugar anil
Food Industries Corporation
decided to lay the mills off fo
45 days due to recurring i
nancial loss. officials said

Earlier, 323 workers have
retired from job taking the acd-
vantage of so-called golden
handshake

The mill has incurred a loss
of Tk 40 crore since its E"-Ilﬂh
lishment in 1970.




