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Keeping Tab on pre-Eid
Traffic and Prices

Strike in one transport sector or the other has
been a routine experience for us prior to ma-
jor festival.-If on earlier occasions there had been
cither the private transporters’ or the truck
drivers' shut-down there is this time around the
launch operators' strike, now well into its fifth
day, The whole transportation system in the
country — by road, river and air — is so precari-
ously balanced in terms of the total capacity to
cater to the mobility needs of the people even in
normal times that there is no telling how much it
can creak under the pre-Eid pressure. And, if on
top of this, a particular mass mode of conveyance
opts out of operation like the launches have done,
the other forms of transport look like bursting a
their seams. .

In the normal course such a spate in demands
on the other modes of transport would make
their operations extremely profitable but reports
suggest that those who run the long distance
coaches are lustfully charging twice or thrice the
normal fare from passengers in distress and
without option of a river journey. A chair coach
ticket of 180 has reportedly notched up to Tk
300-320 on the southern routes such as Dhaka-
Barisal, Dhaka-Satkhira, Dhaka-Benapole and
Dhaka-Kushtia where launches were otherwise
the obvious choices. Some blackmarketing of
tickets on the sides has been a customary vice in
most but this is robbery in broad daylight by
holding the passengers hostage to their com-
pelling need to go home on Eid holidays.

The situation would have eased somewhat if all
the various special train services offered during
the festival season would run according to
promise. It has been reported that sometimes
there is gap between the announcement made
and the reality on the ground. The Railway
Ministry can go into this complaint and, if found
right, it sho make the necessary amends. This
could be a big help at a time like this.

One aspect of the chaotic transportation scene
- has got our hackles up. Reports and photographs

show that trana&:crt spaces that are out of bounds
for passengers ause of the risks involved
are being occupied by them. The roof of a night
coach or of an steamer has been hung on to
by desperate commuters. All this adds to what
earlier years had sent many heads reeling at the
very sight of it — the locomotive engines brim-
ming with flailing limbs.

e have to put a halt to all these, no matter
what it takes to do that, otherwise we shall see
disasters on a mass scale in not-too-distant a fu-
ture ma the very spirit of festivals. We are
reminded of one more hazard that has loomed
around — the bending of railway tracks in ex-
treme heat, as a sort o -trap.

One dreads very much a strike or a natural dis-
aster for the inducement it can e to most of
the traders to jack up their prices. Even though a
festival season like the Eid provides them with
the rare opportunity of e a lot by horizontal
sales they tend to look for a vertical get-rich-
quick profiteering. After the launches, coasters

and tankers have stopped ru along the
rivers, various merchandise includ fish, other
edibles and spices have glutted at erent com-

mercial centres or ganjes with the result that
supplies to the markets are down at a time when
the demands are on the uptick. Through these
columns we have suggested that the riverine
strike lends it to solution rather in centrast
to some other work stoppages that looked diffi-
cult for their complicated contentions. Here at
issue is salary payment by the owners in accord
with the Minimum Wages' Award of 1993.

Return of Shilpacharya’s
Art Pieces
After long two years the police have recovered
10 out of the 15 paintings stolen from Jainul

.:fbedlt:h Eﬂh?h;n art museum named
ter the great pacharya, in M maln%
Credit certainly goes to the men in yulll'lliform
this ﬂuali r 3, although belated, work.
When us given u hope of recover-
the stolen maste imf aiﬂ:l:fth«: r of

ing precurso
artmmeﬂmEastgngﬂ. € news that 10 of
them have been found in a rather good corndition
deserves to be celebrated.

This eut?)hoﬂa however does not last long when
we hear the man, from whose ssion those
10 pieces have been recovered, say that the other
five have been thrown away because they were in
a poor condition. How distres
that Igbaluddin Ahmed, who had been close to
Shilpac and himself a student of Calcutta Art
College, has been found in possession of the art

works. There is no doubt that he knows full well

what the paintings mean to the entire nation. He
also knows what a great material value those
on them. '

So, the claim he has made about doing away
with the other missing five pieces may in be
a hoax. Maybe, he has already sold them to local
or fo art smugglers. Now to avoid further
unpleasant questions about his connhection with
this art theft, he may be concocting stories that
could put the issue at rest. All this is however a

uess work. We do not dare e a fate of the

ve missin tings in the dustbin as the cul-
prit would like us to believe. We so fervently hope
that he is not s the whole truth.
For Igbalu does not look like

ordinary
offender, he is a villain who is awmagfythe value
of those art works and yet does not feel remorse
for leaving the nation poorer. The treasure he has
robbed or intended to cannot be bought by

money. His is a crime that cannot be taken
w theft and vandalism have became
a pro in the West. We cannot of mas-
terpieces like those immortal creations by Italian,

French and Dutch artists. But the little we do
have cannot be left unprotected for villains like
Igbaluddin to decamp with.

_ Evidently, this theft has been committed with
this man's active co-operation if not directly by
himself. He had access to Shilpac 's house
and the art museum. Similar stories about the
smuggling of. antl?uea, particularly the stone and
bronze statues of past centuries, have been re-

rted in newspapers. There is no reason to be-

eve that ordinary thieves can do the job of the
antiques’ disposal without the help of

le
clo associated with museums and art m-
tion. Igbaluddin is not the only person who
should taken care of. There are. others whose
service must be placed under critical scrutiny

and only then we can rest assured of no incidents
of art theft taking place in our country.

it is to know

WHY ...?

The Arguments of Zillur Rahman,
General Secretary, Bangladesh Awami League:

‘are
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THE PROPOSITION IS: SHOULD THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTIONS
BE HELD UNDER A CARETAKER GOVERNMENT?

ALLOT is the best medi-
B um (o ascertain public
ﬂpilﬂnn and there is no
alternative to a free and fair
poll to have the verdict of the
people. But the purpose of any
poll will be totally defeated if
the people are deprived of the
opportunity to express their
opinion freely. Democracy can
be defined as the 'right of the
people’. But the definition of
democracy was distorted time
and again in the past by
autocratic regimes. During the
Pakistani period. Iskander
Mirza introduced Controlled
Democracy’ while Ayub Khan
imposed the so-called 'Basic
. In 1975, after the
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Khandker
Mushtaque justified the mili-
tary rule and action by saying
"this will institutionalise dem-
ocracy”. The autocratic rulers
distorted democracy only to
serve their own vested
interest.

Certain quarters allege that
Bangabandhu tried to remain
in power for life by introducing
one-party rule in 1975. They
totally wrong. Banga-
bandhu's desire was to ensure
democracy for the have-nots
and the exploited masses for
which he formed the BAKSAL
after dissolving his party
Awami League and all other
parties. The new party was
formed incorporating repre-
sentatives from all classes of
the society. Three chiefs of the
armed forces, chiefs of the po-
lice and Ansars, Vice Chancel-
lors, intellectuals, representa-
tives of the workers and peas-
ants were also included in the
organisation. The objective of
forming BAKSAL was to bring
people of all strata of the soci-
ety on one platform which
would strengthen national
unity. And this could give a
broad-based shape to democ-
racy. .
Late Ziaur Rahman, during
his rule, conducted a referen-
dum and obtained 96 per cent
of votes. Can anyone believe
that a candidate can get 96 per
cent votes? It is impossible
and absurd. It was a farce in
the name of a referendum.

After him, Ershad grabbed
power. This man did every-
thing in the name of elections.
He adopted all unfair means —
rigging, vote dacoity, media
coup, terrorism — and what
not? And he established him-
self as an autocrat, and we
know all about his misrule.

We, along with the BNP and
others, waged an allout move-

ment against Ershad and dis-

lodged him from power and an
election was held in 1991 un-
der a caretaker government.
BNP was then much vocal for a
caretaker government. But
now BNP is against the elec-
tion under a caretaker gov-
ernment  terming it
‘'unconstitutional’. They say
that the country has an elected
t which will con-
duct the coming elections.

{ Their version is similar to that

of Ershad who offered a num-
ber of alternative formulas in
this regard. However, Ershad
had to finally give in and han-
dover power to the caretaker
government of Chief Justice
Shahabuddin which conducted

- the polis in 1991.

You can remember that Be-
gum Khaleda Zia called a

,*h&"tal. in advance' after that
poll fearing her party's ﬁe&.

However, she is now in power.

Now, after three years, we
find that the BNP government
has only its failure in all
fields. It failed to do anything
for development in the agricul-
ture and the industrial sectors,
while stagnation prevails in the
economy. . Corruption and ter-
rorism have engulfed the
country, while law and order
situation has deteriorated
alarmingly. Besides, BNP's in-
ability to ensure fair polls was
also proved during the by-
elections, particularly in Bhola,
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Sir, After many prntcéa
from environmentalists, doc-
‘tors, and public in general, last
December our government was
kind enough to issue orders
prohibiting import and use of
hydraulic horns by all vehicles.
This was a relief particularly to
people residing on main

streets of Dhaka city. After a

short lapse use of hydraulic
horns have made a surprising
comeback. - Starting from 11
pm till early morning when
free access is allowed to all
trucks and buses into the éity,
the drivers indiscriminately
use hydraulic horms. What mis-
ery is being let loose at this

peaceful hours can be imag-
ined. :

I do not know whether to
appreciate the audacity of the
drivers for using hydraulic
horns or pity the law enforcing
authority for their inability to
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In these three by-elections,
the ruling party resorted to
corruption, massive rigging,
shameless vote-dacoity. ma
nipulation of results and other
activities contrary to electoral
rules and procedures.

In these circumstances, all
the opposition political parties
maintain that a free and fair
election cannot be expected
under the BNP government
Therefore, all the parties ex-
cept BNP, are now demanding
that the next parliament elec-
tons must be held under a
neutral, caretaker government.

| fail to understand why
BNP is opposing the election
under a caretaker government,
since this party came to power
through the election held un-
der such a government headed
by the Chief Justice. The atti-
tude of the BNP leadership on
this issue can only be termed
as "an attitude of opportunism
"(Shubidhabadi Manoshikata) .

We switched over to par-
llamentary system through

consensus and were ready to
allow the BNP government to
stay in power for five years. But
only after three years, they
have damaged the credibility of

the parliamentary system
through misuse of power. It is
the BNP which has made the
Election Commission [EC)
controversial. We have doubt
whether the EC has now any
authority or power Lo ensure a
free and fair election. Despite
the will, the EC has no way to
exercise its authority. 1 re-
member the EC asked for de-
ployment of BDR in Magura
during the by-election, but the
government refused. *

During the by-election at
Mirpur last year, the results
were first announced from the
Sugandha office of the Prime
Minister through a news
agency. | am not aware of any
such incident when election
results were available from a
place other than the EC. We
got four different results at
four different times. What does
it mean? We won that by-elec-
tion. but the results were
‘hijacked’ from us* Since then
We are ag,grk:ver;nd we have
questions about the neutrality
of this Election Commission. -

Similar incidents of massive
rigging, 'vote-dacoity,' terror-
.ism by the ruling party took
place during Bhola by-election
which is known to all.

But the irregularities and

- unlawful activities by the BNP .

during Magura-2 by-election
su all us records
which have forced us to take
the present stance regarding
‘caretaker government.

I would like to provide a
short list of the irregularities
during that by-election.

. 1. According to election
rules, after announcement of
an election schedule for a con-
stituency, the area concerned
remains under the jurisdiction
of the Election Commission.
The governmerit cannot trans-
fer any official from that area
nor can appeint any until the
election is over. But this rule
was violated by appointing new
OCs (officer-in-charge) at Sha-
lika and Mohammadpur thanas
(police station) under Magura-
2 constituency. There are rea-
sons to think that these ap-
pointments were made only to
serve the interest of the ruling

Interviews by Chapal Bashar . -

party during the election.

2. After the declaration of
the by-election schedule, a
new Superintendent of Police
was appointed for Magura  This
gentleman was Additional SP
of that district during munici-
pal elections. There were
complaints that he misused his
power in favour of a Chairman
candidate backed by BNP.
Afterwards he was transferred
to Kishoreganj, but brought
back to Magura before the
polls. Why bring a discredited
man back to the very place
from where he was trans-
ferred? Motive is clear.

3. Musciemen belonging to
outlawed Sarbahara Party were
detained in the jails in and
around Magura. But on the eve
of the by-election, these peo-

ple were released who were.

found to campaign for the BNP
candidate and terrorise the
voters.

4. About a dozen of minis-
ters and state ministers were
in Magura for about a month
for campaigning during which
they misused their official
power. They made so many
commitments for development
and even provided grants
which influenced a number of
voters. This is totally Hlegal.

5. Even some special flights
were arranged to Jessore to
carry ministers and others for
campaigning in Magura. ,

6. The seized goods like
cloths, which were stored In.
Jessore Cusiom House, were
distributed as reliefl goods by
some ministers at certain ar-
eas of Magura to influence the
voters.

7. The Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) went to
Magura before the eléction day.

. He proposed to form an obser-

vation team comprising repre-
sentatives of the EC and also of
major parties including BNP.
All the parties agreed to join
the team, but BNP backed out
at the last mo L. In this sit-
uation the EC officials feared
that impartial polls might not
be possible. The CEC and
others returned to Dhaka on
that very day.

It is a known fact what hap-
pened on the election day in
Magura. The results show that
74 per cent of the voters of
the constituency turned out to
cast their wotes, while in some
centres the turn out rate was
around 94 per cent. Can any-
one believe it?

Let me mention that, in the
elections of 1954, the United
Front led by Sher-e-Bangla A K
Fazlul Haque, Hussain Shahid
Suhrawardy, and Maulana
Bhashani won the election
with a landslide victory over
the Muslim League. In that
election, the turn out of voters
was 56 per cent. Even in the
elections of 1991, little over
54 per cent of the total voters
cast their votes.

So it is clear that the ruling
party resorted to massive rig-
ging in Magura by-election for
which the turn out of voters

was recorded so high. In fact,
the turn out of voters was very

small due to terror unleashed -
by the ruling party. ;

The situation created in
Magura proved that a fair elec-
tion under this government
cannot be expecjed. So. we
were compelled 1o take the
decision that we will not par-
ticipate in any election under
this government of BNP.

The demand for holding the
next election under”# care-
taker government is ndw a na-
tional demand. All the parties,
small or big, except the BNP
are now in favour of this de-

- marid. Our demand is logical,

people are also with us. Since
we have lost confidence in this
government, so we have no
other option. [ urge the BNFP
leadership not to waste time,
they should come forward to
place a bill before the parlia-
ment for amending the Consti-
tution for holding parliament
elections under a caretaker
government. Only such a step
can solve the present impasse.

enforce the orders of our gov-
ernment. The fact remains
that we are at the mercy of
both, the violators and the ex-
ecutioners of law. May [ ask
why our traffic police are un-
able to order dismantling of

- hydraulic horns from trucks

and buses? Why are they un-
able to prosecute the violators?
Few prosecutions could have
set the order on prohibition on
use of hydraulic horns.

Authority concerned may also
know the fact that BRTC buses
and mini buses do not use hy-
draulic horns and their acci-

" dent records are the lowest. |

have never heard that a double
decker bus of BRTC has met
with an accident. Double deck-
ers are the safest! If hydraulic
horns are used to prevent ae-
cidents then it is a hoax.

Ziauddin Ahmed
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka

Sir, A news item on the last
page of your paper on April 25

has made me uneasy. The bul-
letins of 10 and 8 pm, if cast
around -the globe, will, | fear,
give a bad impression of our

country. These news bulletins
still are more or less the pro-

paganda about the government
and/or ruling party or its

chief. We are habituated with
this custom. This is going on

for time immemorial. Polite
foreigners sometimes smile
discreetly; others often sneer.
Bengali professionals working
abroad and Hving away for a
long time and watching the TV
broadcast of countries ruled by

individual rson or family
talk fondly about the missing

chHarms of home. Now if we
expose them to the crude real-
ity their dream will rather be
shattered.

M A Hag

25/E Green Road (B-8) Dhaka

HERE is no provision
for the caretaker gover-
nment in country's
constitution. The demand for
holding parliament elections
under a caretaker government
is not only against the
democratic spirit, but also
contrary to parliamentary po-
litical culture.
The people elected a

sovereign parliament through

free, fair and impartial polls
held on February 27. 1991 —

and an elected government
having people’'s mandate is
now ru the country with a
tenure of years. In this cir-
cumstance, replacement of the
elected government by an un-
elected one will only mean
lack of confidence in peopie's
verdict.

Elections are never con-
ducted by any government. Ac-
cording to the constitution of
Bangladesh., the Election
Commission is an irfdependent
institution which conducts all
the elections. Besides conduct-
ing the parliament elections in
1991, the present Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) also
conducted polls of some 4000
Union Parishads, abogt 100
municipalities and four city
corporations.

The CEC also successfully
conducted 16 by-elections of
the Jatiya Sangsad. No com-
plaint or question was raised
against these elections except

| that of Magura-2. Objections

were raised about the results
of Mirpur by-election for
which the Election Commis-
sion recounted the ballots and
found the results same as be-
fore. Therefore, raising of the
demand for a caretaker :
ernment on the basis of
results of only one by-election,
is not at all justified. If the re-
sults of the Magura by-polls
would have gone in favour of
the opposition, it would nei-
ther 'tl:ring them to power nor
dislodge the BNFP government.
The anti-Ershad movement
was initiated on the basis of
five-point charter of demands.
But those five points did not
contain any demand for estab-
lishing a caretaker govern-
ment. The verdict of the peo-
ple could not be reflected in
the successive elections held
during Ershad’'s rule. The ex-
amples of such ‘elections’ led
the political parties to raise
demand for holding national
elections under a neutral and
non-partisan government at a
later stage after the 5H5-point
movement. The political al-
liances continued their move-
ment with the active support
of the people to realise this
demand for which Ershad was

finally compelled to resign.
Jhe Ershad government was

nothing but an illegal regime
which captured power by
promulgating Martial Law and
overthrowing the democrati-
cally elected government of
Justice Sattar. Later, this Er-
shad regime tried to legalise
its power through holding of
so-called ‘blue-print elections’
— meaning elections whose
outcome was already deter-
mined. The 8-party alliance
led by Awamj League and also

| the Jamaat did participate in

that “blue-print’ elections”
held in 1986.

The demand for an election

‘under a neutral and non-parti-

san government was raised

since

during the five-point move-

ment waged against an illegal
military government. The gov-

WHY NOT...?

. The Arguments of Abdus Salam Talukder,

Secretary-General, Bangladesh Nationalist Party:

ernment of Begum Khaleda
Zia. which is now in power,
was elected through a free, fair
and impartial poll. The elec-
tion was acclai to have
been the most fair ever heid In

this country not only by the
people of Bangladesh but also
by the international commu-
nity. However, Sheikh Hasina
alleged that the election,
which was held under a neu-
tral, non-partisan government,
was rigged in a subtle way. If
that be the case, then where is
the guarantee that the future
election would be free and fair
under a caretaker govermment.
as they are claiming.

The perspective of Ershad
regime and that of the present
government is not the same
and cannot be the same. The
opposition’'s demand for a

caretaker government not only

puts the .past illegal govern-
ment at par with an elected
one, it also reflects their
(opposition) lack of confi-
dence in the people's verdict.
It also casts ari aspersion on
people’s will and power, which
does not appear to be accept-
able to them.

What is the motive behind

this demand of the opposi-
tion? If the motive is to install
an unconstitutional caretaker

government, ignoring all par-

liamentary norms and prac-
tices, then. | feel that the peo-
ple are aware of it. If their ob-
jective is w0 have free and fair
elections — then it is the
electoral process which should
be hened further, and
this is more important than
raising the demand for a care-
taker government. Through
sirengthening the Election

- Commission, the holding of a
free and fair election can be

further ensured. And this
should be the objective, for

which the government is also .

interested and determined as
well to provide all facilities for
the purpose.

I would like to mention
here that, since the elections
are not conducted by the gov-
ernment — be it a caretaker or
any other — so how an un-
elected government can be al-
lowed to function in place of
an elected one?

Election Commission is the
only constitutional body to
conduct the polls. Let us sup-
pose, a parliament election has
been conducted by a caretaker
government. Then, will that
government conduct all other
elections of the local govern-
ment bodies? If that is so,
then in that case there will be

no necessity of any govern-« |

ment elected democratically
and constitutionally. And again,
if the elections of the local
bodies are conducted under a
different government (I mean
other than caretaker govern-

Fermat's Last Theorem |

The country's academic
community must have been
heartened by the news of a
unique accomplishment by a
Bangladeshi scientist. It was
reported that Dr M Ahsan of
the Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission had succeeded in
producing a proof of Fermat's
Last Theorem (The Daily Star,
April 5). Pierre de Fermat was
a French mathematician of the
17th century and, along with
Descartes, he is considered
one of the two leading mathe-

ticians of his time. He wrote

n the margin of a notebook: 'l
have found an admirable proof
of this theorem, but the mar-
Ein is too narrow to contain it.’

| Mathematicians have been

searching for this proof ever

There . were news reports
last year that Professor Andrew
Wiles of Cambridge University
had announced a proof for
Fermat's Last Theorem. Pro-
fessor Wiles was taking part in
a research programme of Cam-
bridge's brainstorming Isaac
Newton Institute for Mathe-
matical Sciences. Although his
work used jdeas of many
mathematicians, it was ac-
claimed to be an epoch-mak-
ing mathematical result of this
century. The proof produced
by Dr Ahsan is presumably dif-
ferent from that of Professor

Ql_'ﬂt:l. It was reported that Dr

&
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ether objective of ours in
was to ensure accountability of
the government. And alse to
bring an end to the process of
one-man rule,

The 12th amendment bill
was prepared by a committee
and scrutinised in detail and
finally passed by the House
through a consensus. Qur aim

inclusion of a provision for the
caretaker rnment was

Menon of Workers Party and
Sheikh Ansar Ali of Jamaat-e-
Islami. But the members be-
longing to Awami League and
BNFP declined even to discuss
the suggestion and finally it
was by both the AL
and BNP. But, now the Awami
League has raised that very
demand. [ ' wonder, what is
their motive ?

The opposition members
who are now staying outside
the House, have raised the
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment. But how this issue
can be settled if they do not
join the parliament session?
So, | urge them to join the
session and to strive for mak-
ing the parliament moreé effec-
tive. -

Tomorrow's interview:
Whip of the Opposition in
Parliament and Organising
Secretary, Bangladesh
Awami League, and the
day after tomorrow: Rafi-
qul Islam Miah, Member,
Standing Committee, BNP

and Works.

by Wahiduddin Mahmud

Ahsan had first formally pre-
sented his results in 1992, in
which case his discovery would
have preceded that of Profes-
sor Wiles — a fact that appears
to have gone unnoticed by the
academic community at large.
The Ministry of Science and
Technology has reportedly
formed a committee to exam-
ine Dr Ahsan's results. This is
not however a matter that can
be suitably resolved by official
committees and (or) through
bureaucratic procedures. It
would be much more worth-
while for Dr Ahsan to present
his results to world academiie,

bodies and mathematical soci- ~

eties.

The celebrated conjecture
known as Fermat's Last Theo-
rem states that there do not
exist non-zero integers (whole
number) x, y and z for which
'x' to the power n' plus 'y to
the power 'n' is equal to 'z’ te
the power n' where n’' is any
integer greater than two. For
example, we would not be able
to find any whole numbers for
x, y and z which would fit the
equation 'x' cubed plus 'y
cubed equals 'z cubed
(although the sum of squares of
two whole numbers can be
équal to the square of another

whole number). The theorem
had been proved using com-

]

puters for all values of 'n' un- |
der 30,000, but previously no
general proof had been found.

mathematical trick from my |
days in Cambridge where I
studied during the seventies.
Non-mathematicians like my-

I can remember an amusing

self often succeeded in bafiling
un students of mathemat-
ics by declaring that Fermat's
last theorem was aof course
meant to be a big joke. Any fool
could see that one cubed plus
two cubed equalled three
cubed so that one plus eight
equals nine. It often took quite
a while even for serious math-
ematicians to see through the
silly trick and realise that the
cube of three is twenty-seven,
not nine.

| also came to know of
someone who got so much
used to applying this trick on
others that he ultimately fell
into his own trap. While order-
ing for the delivery of gravel
for laying out the driveway of |
his house, he converted his
estimates in cubic feet into cu-
bic yards by assuming the cube
of three to be mnc‘ﬂlertaﬂe:r.l
when anyone commented on
the far too excessive depth of
gravel on his driveway, he used
to mutter darkly that it wur

Fermal's revenge!
The writefr is a Fn:fe:lnrtﬂ

Economics, Dhaka University




