12 The Baily Star

MORE THAN

Che B‘Ii[g Star

DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 14,

1994

Philips Lighting

World's No.1 Lighting Company

100) mma

LIGHTING EXCELLENCE

All Prizes Courtesy:

Much water has flowed
down the Buriganga. Yet we
seem to be doing nothing
significant on the city road sit-
uation. Dhaka city traffic re-
mains the same sea of chaos
intn which it has lately devel-

, despite persistent com-

ts made by the public and

vojced in the national press
and the electronic media.

According to observers, the
characteristic features of the
existing traffic chaos are not
merely the fatalities caused by
road accidents, but a plenti-
tude of problems caused by the
rapidly disappearing discipline
on the roads, uncontrolled
movement of all types of vehi-
cles, the frequent inaction of
the traffic police and almost a
total lack of enforcement of
any rule whatever to deal with
road offences and offenders.
or any step whatever takef to
impfove the standard of mo-
bility on the roads.

It is really deplorable that
the authorities concerned are
dilly-dallying in the face of the
steadily mounting traffig anar-
chy. Dhaka is already one of
the most populated cities of
the world. Knowledgeable
people tell us that a situation
like ‘Dhaka's which had pre-

jled in big cities like Beng-
pazi. Tripoli. Manila. Jakarta.

1igkok has been reversed by

lﬂlﬂ appropriate ‘steps. Why
Jis it that instead of concerted
offorts taken to improve the si-
tuation on the analogy of those

cities, 'wl'.' seem to be floating

ssly oh the rising tide of
traﬂic chana and confusion.
According to observers. a
ting part of the prob-
lem is that traffic in Dhaka is
self- ., and those offi-
jally deployed to manage and
regulate it are functionally ab-
sent, practically, from the
scene despite their physical
ce all over. This is a
paradox that needs to be re-
solved if the traffic problem in
the city and all that is associ-
itﬁ:l with it are not.-left to
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chance.

The most galling aspect of
the growing traffic mess is
created by traffic jams. The
chaotic sights of traffic at a
standstill for long periods at a
stretch are becoming fairly
commeon in many places these
days. Clogging of traffic at
some particular intersections
in the city centre such as
Gulistan, Motijheel,. Purana
Paltan, etc turn out to be most
distressing for people when
they are rushing to reach des-
tinations on time for their du-
ties or occupations at work
places.

. There are not many modern
cities in the world where slow
moving and fast moving trans-
ports add to the medley of
traffic abnormalcy as in Dhaka.
Motor cars, pedal rickshaws
and push carts all vie for
movement in Dhaka within
narrow spaces with their vary-
ing speeds. which end up In

snarls.
True, some spacious circu-

lar roads girding the city. con-
structed sdme years ago, have
been helping traffic tnovement.
But this advantage is being off-
set by the rapidly growing
population of Dhaka. Along
with such growth of popula-
tion, the number of transports
also increased significantly. It
seems at that matching this
rapid growth of population and
transports, new thorough-fares

-and arterial roads have not

been censiructed proportion-
ately to carry additional loads.
As a result, we are geiting
worse and worse traffic jams.
According to experts, the
cure lies in considerably build-
ing more roads and link roads

taking into account the more .

dense parts and the greater
directions of daily movements
of people from these parts.
Other important strategies
adopted by other important

" urban areas of Asia to relieve

road congestion include set-

ting up of mass transit sys-

tems. Many megacities like
Calcutta, Tokyo and Hong

-Inter-bm:k forex market

From Page | Col 4
of remittances fromm Bangla-
.deshi expatriates are now
pouring into the country thro-
ugh this bank.
On the other hand, a com-
pletely different breed of

banks, known as the real mar-
ket players, are goming into
the market with full force.
These banks, having a rela-
tively smaller customer source,
buy currencies from other
banks and sell them to others
at marginal profit. The profits
can sometimes be as small as

fractions of a paisa, sources  ©Open po

said. But the main aim for the
market players is to make as
many deals as possible to have
the accumulated profits stand
higher at the end of the day.

, these market play-
ers. the Standard Chartered
Bank (SCB] is leading while
the other players are Ameri-

- can Express and B e Indo-
suez, according to offieial
statistics.

-are reaping the best benefits of

- the inter-bank market because
of their easy dealing arrange-
ments within groups, technical
know-how and- widespread
global network, sources said.

When contaocted, Mamun-
ur-Rashid, treasurer of SCB,
said “The government as well
as the Bangladesh Bank are
striving hard to generate com-
petitiveness in the narket.
The SCB and other, foreign

-banks with their various trea-
sury products and regional
support are trying to make the
. best qut of this through active
.market' participation.”

Another change for the
banks as a result of the inter-

bank market is their tight vigil |

~on the forex position.

- Most commercial banks are
.of the opinion that they cannot
-operate within the given limit

of the Bangladesh Bank since
fnrcx turnover has Increased

substantially. The daily turn-
over in the market is around
50 million US dollars.

At present, commercial
banks have been given a hold-
ing lirhit equivalent to 30 per
cent of their LC outstanding.
This is the overall currency
limit the b can hold at any
one point of me at home and
abroad. Their open currency
limif, also known as overnight
limit, is set at 30 per cent of
the exchange position.

Bankers also feel that the
exchange position, as well as
1 position limits, should be
enhanced keeping in mind the
capital and customer base of
the respective banks. Other-
wise, in their efforts to adjust
thaeir long or short positions,
.the banks have often to give
up chances of better exchange
rates offered in the interna-
tional money market.

88 Rwandan
students
massacred

. NAIROBI, May
88 Rwandan students were
massacred in the government-
held southern town of Gikon-
goro, a United Nations official
said today, reports Reuter.

"We have received rtpurl.s
of the massacre of 88 students
yesterday in Gikongoro, a small
town close to Butare (in the
south of the country]," Abdul
Kabia of the UN Assistance
Mission In Rwanda [UNAMIR)
told Reuter by telephone.

The bodies were found on
Thursday but their ethnic
identity was not known, said
Kabia from the capital Kigali,
where rebels and government
forces fought again today.

Kabia said UNAMIR has also
received reports that seven

people were hacked to death.
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ontinued Imbroglio In City Traffic

Kong. because of space limita-
tion, have pushed upward from
street level or downward be-
low ground to set up light
railway systems

In the opinion of knowl-
edgeable circles, a dramatic
easing of the inordinate traffic
burden in the older part of
Dhaka can be achieved with
one stroke if the big area of
land now occupied by the
Dhaka Central Jail in the heart
of the old city can be recov-
ered By expeditious implemen-
tation of the project for shift-
ing the Central Jail. At least
two major by-pass roads built

over these lands may substan-
Uﬂly ease the traffic burden in
that part of the city.

The first step towards Im-
proved traffic management in
Dhaka at present should aim at
the rickshaws whose over-
whelming presence compli-

cates road discipline. To deal

with hawkers - and other
squaltters who are also re-
sponsible in a big way for re-
curring traffic jams, a proper,

mutually acceptable policy of
rehabilitating Jhers within de-'
lineated zones should be pur-
sued on an urgent basis. In the
Gulistan and Baitul Mukarsam
areas, the problem of en-
croachment by hawkers has
lately intensified so much that
pedestrians face a hard time
negotiating their passage
through them.

The law enforcement agen-

- cieg in charge of traffic regula-

tion need to work more ener-
getically to make their pres-
ence felt in traffic manage-
ment.

A silver lining to the pre-
sent dark picture of traffic
chaos can be seen in a recent
announcement that under the
auspices of the World Bank, a
study for an integrated trans-
port plan for the city will be
shortly undertaken. Let us
hope that the projected study
will open up ways and means
of dealing effectively with- the
manifold city traffic problems.

Mansurul Fasiul

elected FBUTA
President, SG

By Staff Correspondent

The Federation of Bang-
ladesh University Teachers'
Association (FBUTA) yesterday.
elected a new 23-member.
committee for the year 1994-
a95.

Prof Mansurul Amin of the
Agricultural University (BAU)
and Prof. Fasiul Alam of the
Chittagong University were

electecd President and Secre-
tary (:eneral respectively.

Visa fee
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the exact amount — the

' consular section of the US

Embassy will not make change.
Small bills and coins will not
be accepted. The fee will be
collected- prior ta visa
interview.

The US Congress has
mandated this processing fee
in legislation recently signed
'into law. The funds will be paid
for the costs of processing
applications for the frand-
resistant machine readable
visas now being issued by the
US Embassy in Dhaka and at
other US embassies and
consulates.

The fee

will “also - fund

1 upgraded cébmputer systems

for use by consular and
tmmigration officials. The Tk

820 fee charge represents the

approximate cost of processing
each machine readable ﬂsa
application. ,

Machine readable visas save
time for travellers arriving at
US immigration points.
Immigration officials can scan

- information directly off the

visa rather than manually
entering data. Increased
automation will also save time
in the visa'issuance process.
‘The fee is initially being
instituted at a number of US
embassies and consulates that

' already issue machine readable

visas.

The State Department has
set the fee in all locations as
the local eurrency equivalent
of 20 US dollars. The fee will
- eventually be implemented at
all US visa issuing offices.

I pointing

Agitating launch workers brought out a prn-cﬂ-ﬂun in the city yesterday demanding their

salaries as per the National Wages Commission award

‘Majid ul-Huq clarlﬁesl
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ment Board at ﬂrul short-disted
seven advisory firms for the
supervision of construction
and detailed design of the
Dhaka Integrated Flood
Protection Project. Afterward,
Messers Techno Consultant
was included in the short list
as the Bth firm in violation of
the ADB guideline. A special
standing evaluation committee
was constituted with the Chief
Engineer of the central region
as its convener. This
committee selected Messers
Techno Consultant as the first
firm. As this selection did not
appear to be proper and
neutral, the Water Develop-
ment Board directed the
special standing evaluation
commitiee te review its deci-
sion and submit a report, he
added.

He said, the special com-
mittee again examined the
matter and sent its recom-
mendations to the Board. but
the Board did not accept the
recommendation. Rather it
suggested the ministry give
the work to the second suc-
cessful firm M/s EPC.

The ministry examined the
report and the relevant papers
and considered the proposal

d techniques of M/s EPC to
be better than those of Techno
Consultant and sent a proposal
to the Asian Development Bank
— the donor agency — recom-
mending EPC for the work.

"But the Asian Development
Bank, as per %he decision of
the special evaluation commit-
tee, decided to give the work
to M/s Techno Consultant.

"At this stage, only on a
point of principle. | again gave
a detailed explanation as to
why this eighth firmn (Techno
Consultant] should not be
given the work and my stand
in this regard was fully consis-
tent with the ADB guideline. At
the same time I called for ex-
planations frorh the uﬂ'ic:l.'als of
the ministry as to wh_v the
ministry had not elaborately
explained the matter to the

- ADB. Unfortunately, the ADB

stuck to its previous decision.

"But after the ADB hinted it

might stop its loans for the
other sectors too, 1 sent the
issue to the Cabinet committee

for public purchase for a deci-

- "It is, therefore, very much
clear that the question of my
direct or-indirect involvement
in corru does not arise.”

Majid-ul-Huq said senior
experts of4+he Water Resources
Department of the BUET had
prepared the design for the
silt trap of the Teesta Barrage
Project in 1992 and sent it to

thie design division of the Wa-
ter D:Htlnpnlmt Board (WDB)

for testing.

The design dhriaiun of the
WDB had approved it on condi-
tion that the model of the silt
trap should be submitted be-
fore its cunatru:tiun was
started.

The Chief Engineer, Pro-
ject-4 Rangpur, prepared the
estimate for speedy implemen-
tation of the project and in-
vited tenders and selected
contractors for it.

But, he said, the then State
Minister for Irrigation Ansar
Ali Siddiguee forrhed a com-
mittee with the then chairman
of the WDB as its convenor to
re-examine the design of the

| silt trap.

“The committee did not
consider the acceptance of the
tender by the chief engineer,
Project-4 without studying the
model as per the condition as
correct. It recommended ap-
Lthe contractor after

completion of the study ot the
silt trap fodel.

"“The Water Development
Board appointed an advisor to
review the design as per the
above decision. The consulta-
tive committee on the Teesta
Barrage Project on May 3 last
approved the design of the silt
trap in view of the review of
the design and study of the
model by the EPC.

"At present, the Chief Engi-
neer, Project-4 will decide
whether the pre-appointed
contractor will construct the
silt trap or a new tender
should bé invited.

"It thus becomes clear that
I do not have any ink with the
contractor nor do 1 have any
role to influence the issuing of
the work order.” Huq said.

The minister said dams in
the coastal areas, the ports and
road communication were ex-
tensively damaged by the cy-
clonic storm of April 1991.
Sooi1 after the eyclone the [tal-
jan ambassador in Dhaka
communicated the decision of
his government to supply ex-
cavators and other related

uipment to Bangladesh as a
gift for rehabilitation gwork in
the cyclone-ravaged as, he
said. :
The minister said the deci-
ston_to receive the equipment
was taken after a commitment
from the Italian government
regarding maintenance and
pperation of these ultra-mod-
ern equipment. He said at pre-
sent the equipment, received
free of cost, are being used for
the construction of dams in
the affected areas.

He said. "Instead of pralsing

me for this, Tofael's effort to

condemn me personally is not
a behaviour expected from a
gentleman."

The minister said his
brother Mashrurul Huq, Bir
Uttam has been working in_the
Bangladesh Water Develop-
ment Board since 1963 and he
took part in the Liberatien
struggle in 1971 when he was
on the job. He was decorated
with the "Bir Uttam” gallantry
award by the government.

Majid-ul-Huq said his
brother got his last promotion
on March 22 1984. So the
statement that he was given
promotion superseding eight
others by the present govern-

- men{ was totally baseless and

motivated,

Kamal for nat'l
_dialogue to end

JS impasse
By Staff Correspondent

Gana Forum leader Dr
Kamal Hossain has called for a
national dialogue to end the
present 'impasse in parlia-
ment'. :

Speaking at the extended
meeting of the central council
of the forum at a city hotel, Dr
Kamal criticised both the rul-
ing party an ghe Opposition for
'failing' to resolve the issue.
The two-day forum began yes-
terday.

The forum leader said the
falt of Ershad and a fair elec-

‘tionn had created hopes in the

mind of. the people but the

present impasse totally disap- '

pointed them.
He said that the ﬂity COrpo-
ration elections were lauded by

_all but the Magura by-elections

ruined the credibility nf the
government.

The ruling party's role dur-
ing the by-election prompted
the opposition parties to de-
mand a care taker government
for holding free and fair gen-
eral elections. Dr Kamal said.

1 visit to Japan.

— Star photo
[.aunch strike
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ches increase manifold before
the Eid.

As their strike stopped
some 3000 cargo and passen-
ger vessels, the river trans-
portation in the country has
been virtually crippled.

While some 10,00
15,000 peaple used to to
Dhaka and about the same
nuaiber leave Dhaka by about
100 launches of different sizes
eperyday. Only a small number
is now ferried by the BIWTC
launches.

Many were seen -lo under-

take long journey by boats from
Sadarghat yestarday.

Painting theft:

One more held
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested another
person from Mymensingh
town Thursday night in con-
nection with the painting theft
at the Shilpachnr}ra Zainul
. Abedin Mu

Two othefs were a;rcﬂted
late Wednesday.

Muhammad Ali, an antigue
dealer of the town, was ar-
rested from his Aqua
Madrassall Quarter residencg
by a special team of the Crimi-
nal Investigation Department
(CID) sent from Dhaka, pnllcf:
officials said.

They said that the p-r.:ltce
was %lso looking for an artist
from Netrokona, suspected of

leading a gang of robbers who
broke into the Museum on May

2. 1992 and took away 17 art '
works of Zainul Abedin.

CID officials, however, de-
clined to disclose the identity
of the artist in ‘the interest of
investigation. s

., CID police on Wednesday .
seized 10 stolen paintings of
the Shilpacharya from the pos-
session of one of his long-time
disciple after nearly two years
of investigation,

7IA !
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Mannan but five of those were
later found to be of emplu}'ev:s
orl duty at that time.

The airport sources said
| that of the 11 arrested. four
each were employees of Cus+
toms and Biman and one each
of Sonali Bank,
and Gulf Air,

The state minister went
round different sections of the
air and directed the offi-.
. clals concerned to ensure ad-
‘equate facilities for the pas-’
SENEers. '

Lo

Hasina
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sage from the Japanese capftal.
She explained to them her

party's economic and invest-
ment policies and said the
Awami League welcomes for-
eign investment which will be
fully protected.

Director general of the
Japanese Foreign Ministry
Tani Zaki led the talks with
Sheikh Hasiffa. He also hosted
a lunch m honour of the Awami
League delegation visiting
Japan.

The Awamn League chief
expressed thanks and grati-
* tude for Japanese assistance
. for construction of the Jamuna
Muiti-purpose Bridge. She also
praised Japan for the generous
assistance and economic sup-
port being extended 40
Bangladesh.

Shelkh Hasina along with

Civil Aviation |

| visited the Chittagong’

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey, May 13: Fighting between Kurdish
rebels and Turkish troops in the pdst two days left 48 people
dead in southeastern Turkey. officials said Friday. Thirty-
seven Kurdish guerillas and soldiers died in clashes that be-
gan Thursday in the provinces of Diyarbakir, Sirnak, Van,
Hakkart and Siirt, the regional governor's office said, reports

AP.

Japan to join jt naval

L L4 L
exercise jn Pacific

TOKYO, May 13: Japan will join the United States, South
Korea, Australia and Canada in an annual joint naval exercise
in the Pacific this month, the defence agency said today.
About 50 ships and 200 atrcraft from the five countries will
be taking part in the exercise, called Rimpac, staged around
Hawaii between late May and early July. it said. Japan's mar-
itime self-defence force has already sefit a submarine and will
alter dispatch nine ships and eight P3C anti-submarine air-

craft, reports Reuter,
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tatives’ convention of the
Bangladesh Government Pri-
mary School Teachers' Associ-
ation at Ramna in the city.
Talukdar, who is also the
Secretary General of the ruling
BNP, described the Opposition
demand as no confidence in
the people's verdict. He said
the people had voted the BNP
to power in the last parliamen-
tary polls held under a care-

| taker government. “If the Op-

position demands a neutral
government. where does the

| people's will stand?” he posed.

The minister said the Op-
position wanted to create
chaos and confusion by making
such an unrealistic demand.
He said fhe Opposition de-
mand was nothing but an at-
tempt to frustrate the demo-
cratic process in the country.

Chaired by Mohammad Su-
ruzzaman, president of the as-
addressed by State Minister
for Education Principal Eunus
Khan, State Minister for
Science and Technology Prof

Kamal Chowdhury, president
-of the National Teachers' As-
sociation Federation Dr Ena-
mul Haque Khan, Secretary
General Frof Shariful Islam, A
F M Mahfuzul Haque Bhuiyan,
Senior vice-president of the
primary teachers' association
and Abdul Awal Talukdar. sec-

tion. .

Referring {o the current
Opposition boycott of the
Jatiya Sangsad, the BNP Secre-.
tary Gengeral saild that during
the session in March the Op-.
position had staged a walkout
protesting a remark made by a
minister. But subsequently the
walkout turned into a boycott.

. Talukdar said, "Even il we
agree to accept their demand
then the Constitution has to be
amended by a two-thirds. ma-
jority hf placing a bill in thl:
House."

He said in that cage what
would be the fate of elec
to the local bodies and the

| elections in the parliamentary

seats? “Would those be held
under a caretaker government,
as well?" he asked. ,
Talukdar referred to the al-
legations made by the Opposi-
tioh about a ‘subtle rigging
during the last parliamentary

1 polls. "What is the guarantee

that there would be free and
fair elections under a care-

~ Myanmar team
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However, he hoped that

| trade between the twd coun-

tries could now increase five
or even six times if proper ef-
forts were made by both sides.

Earlier, the president of
Chittagong Chamber Abul .
Kalam read out his address oi
weicumt .

Thl! Myanmar team today
rt
Processing Zone, a Buddhist
temple and the Bandarban hill
district. The team is expected
to leave {or Dhaka tomorrow
morning.

Jute spinners
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unfair advantage over the exist-
ing yarn/twine mills which
have been denied debt rﬁtruc

turing facilities.

The World Bank has rec-
ommended that this distortion
be corrected by imposition of
surcharge on BJMA mills
which start producing yarn
after debt restructuring. The
proposed surchargt will equal

her entourage left Tokyo for
Singapore yesterday evening
on conclusion of her five-day

the difference between the fi-

nancial costs of a debt restruc-
tured BJMA mill and that of a

| yarm /twine mill.

M A Mannan, journalist Gias

retary general of the associa- -

taker government?” he ques-
tioned, adding, "Who would be -
the person to conduct the
elections?”

Talukdar said the Opposi-
tlon was trying to fish in trou-
bled water by muddying the
democratic environment. He
said Parliament was the only
place to sort oyt problems.

" we try to find solutions
in other places, it would be re-
garded as a no confidence in
the people's votes.” he said.

He said the has
no respect for the popular
verdict and this cannot be de-
scribed as democratic.

He said Parliament should
be allowed to complete its
tenure.

Prof Eunus Khan said the
present government atlaches
top priority to the spread edu-
cation and had allocated the
hlghc:t amount for the educa-
tion sector. He said, the gov-
ernment would accept all gen-
uine demands of the teachers.

Prof Mannan said, all prob-
lems can be resolved acros
the table when there is a

democratic governmenti in
power.

‘Gias Kamal Chowdhury
urged the teachers to maintdin
their dignity and carry on with
their noble . He said
the entire nation was behind
the teachers, who are respon-
sible for grooming future lead-

ers of the country.

Jericho
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control the two areas. Also to-
day. the transfer of the south-
ern Gaza Strip area to Pales-
tinian police was completed
with a brief handover of build-
ing plans at a Khan Younis bri-
gade headquarters.

About 200 Palestinian po-
lice. escorted to the site by Is-

" raeli border troops and sol-

diers, took command at about
4 am, a military official said.

In the Gaza border town of
Rafah, Israeli troops and police
withdrew Thursday, turning
over the pelice station and

ters to about 40
cruited police.

Rafah, a town of 100,000
people, is the biggest to be
ceded to Palestinian control.
Abut 500 residents turned out
1o see the PLO flag run up
over the police building, and
spray paint was used to scrawl
"Autonemy Administration” on
both buildings.

"It is a great moment... to
see the Israeli soldiers lower-
ing the Israeli flag and have it
replaced with the Palestinian
flag.” said Adnan Jumaa, a 40-

»0ld labourer who brought
his two children to wateh.

‘20 hurt as rival

JP workers clash
in Pakundia
KOSHOREGANJ, May 13:

Twenty people were injured as
supperters of a faction of dis-

trict Jatiya Party (JP) attacked

" their rivals following intga-

party conflicts at Pulirghat of
Pakundia thana here today, re-

poris UNB.
Witnesses said about a hun-
ﬂ;red JP workers armed with

thal weapons attacked one
bus and twe micro- caIry-
ing their rivals to a party con-
ference in the town. They
blasted crackers, beat up their
opponents and damaged the
vehicles..

Four seriously wounded

party workers were admitted
to Kotiadi Thana Health Com-
ex,
F Former state minister Ma-
jibul Huq Chunnu and Golam
Rabbani Bulbul werg elected
president and general. secre-
tary respectively of the district
JP at its biennial conference.




