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Foreign Secy briefs diplomats

Incal_resources enough
for cyclone victims

Bangladesh will not seek
any external assistance [or
emergency relief for the cy-
clone-affected people as the
country "is in a position to
meet the immediate needs
from her own resources.” Fo-
reign Secretary M R Osmany
said yesterday, reports UNB.

He was briefing heads of the
diplomatic missions on the ex-
tensive damages caused by the
recent cyclone to life and
property in the districts of
Cox's Bazar arid Bandarban.

The cyclone storm, with a
wind velocity of 250 km per
hour, which ravaged the sou-

theastern region of the country
on May 2, left a trail of
devastation.

Osmany said external sup-
port might be required in re-
construction work and reha-
bilitation of forests, agricul-
ture, power lines, telephone
system and the cyclone cen-
tres which had been badly
damaged by the calamity.

- The Foreign Secretary also
briefed them about the disas-
ter preparedness programme
of the government, saying: "It
has been proved very success-
ful in saving many lives."

Osmany conveyed the than-
ks of the government for the
sympathy, support and con-
cerri expressed by f[riendly
countries and appreciated
their offer of relief assistance.

The envoys were also
briefed about the extensive re-
lief operation, including emer-
gency ration and rebuilding
works, being carried out in the
affected areas.

A preliminary estimate of
damages caused by the cy-
clonic storm, which was pre-
sented to the heads of the
missions, reckoned that some
1.4 millon people of eight
thanas in two districts were af-
fected.

The severe c}'clnne also
claimed 133 lives, injured so-
me 3569 people and full
damaged 52,097 houses. Some
17,476 homes were also par-
tially damaged.

Crops worth Tk 59 crore
and forest resources worth Tk
200 crore were also lost in the
calamity, according to the es-
timate.

Besides, the power sector,
flood control and other vital
sectors suffered heavily as a
result of the storm, it added.

Indian mission
denies UNB
report

By Staff Correspondent

The Indian High Commis-
sion in Dhaka has denied a
UNB report saying that the
High Commission had received
a protest note from the Bangla-
desh Forefgn Ministry abotit
the alleged airspace violation
by Indian aircraft on May 9.

“Till the time of the issue of
this press release, 1400 hours,
May 12, it has not received any

'communication on alleged

airspace violation from the
Bangladesh Foreign Office,” the
High Commission said in a

press yesterday.
It further said it is highly

unlikely that villagers and local
officials of Burimari, who are
not trained spotters. would
have been able to spot Indian
Air Force planes on the night
of May 9.

The High Commission said
the report on airspace viola-
tion by Indian aircraft is a fab-
ricated account "which has
been deliberately circulated to
create ill-feelings about India
in this country.”

It, however, admitted that
it had received a protest note

from the Bangladesh Foreign
Ministry on April 30, this year
regarding the alleged violation
of Bangladesh airspace at
Burimari by Indian Air Force
planes on April 27. *

"The matter had been duly
investigated by the Indian au-
thorities and it has been clari-
fied to the Bangladesh Foreign
Ministry that no Indian aircraft
was in the area concerned on
this date,”" the press release

'Lord Desai's
comment
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SUrprising
BNP Secretary General Ab-.
dus Salam Talukder yesterday
expressed his surprise at the
comment of reputed
economist British citizen Lord
Meghnath Jagadish Chandra
Desai that Bangladesh was
committing excesses over the

BSS.

In a statement on the
comment of Lord Desai that
appeared in a section of the
press, Talukder said it evokes
surprise in the mind of all
when the wisdom of a man of

the stature of Lord Desai is in- '

fluenced by sympathy toward
ancestral home. It is our firm
belief that had Lord Desal
made his comment after his
visit to the north western dis-
tricts of Bangladesh. This
would have reflected the real-
ity of the situation, he added.

plalazt. In fact the
Barrage is the single
biggest factor for causing the
greatest harm to the
this country and also its
climate, weather and enoiogi
cal balance, he said.

Abdus Salam Talukder
pointed out that the Farakka

Barrage was now a life and
death problem for the entire

population of Bangladesh. If
its

anybody tried to minimjse
problem it would not be ac-
ceptable.

: of

2500 more cyclone
shelters to be
built in coastal

areas, JS told

The government has taken
up a plan to construct 2,500

more cyclone shelters in the
coastal areas of the country,
‘State Minister for Relief Harun
Al Rashid told Parliament yes-
terday, reports UNB.

Responding to a call atten-
tion from acting Chief Whip
Mahabubul Alam Tara, the state
minister said the government
was planning adequate mea-
sures to protect people from
natural calamities.

He said natural calamities
cannot be prevented but the
devastation caused by them
can be reduced by prepared-
Nness

Pakistani held
at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested a Pakistan
national, Abdul Waheed, for
carrying gold bars worth about
Tk. 10.5 lakh ill
Zia Intermationl Airport (ZIA)
yesterday.

Customs surveillance men
detected 22 gold bars each
weighing 10 tolas strapped on
the body of Waheed while he
was crossing the green chan-
nel at the ZIA. Customs men
held him and handed him over
to the Cantonment police last
night.

Waheed arrived at ZIA at
5:10 pun from Singapore by a
Thai flight, Customs source

said. .
Hasina

From Page 1 Col 8
sadors at large, Hasina said
they are toiling hard and send-
ing remittances to enrich the
country.

About the politico-economic
scemario in Bangladesh, .the
opposition leader said that rul-
ing BNP had miserably failed to
deliver goods to the people
and steer clear the nation.

Paying glowing tributes to
late Hayakawa, Hasina said he
had played an instrumental
role in cementing the relations
between Bangladesh and
Japan. She mentioned that it
was through Hayakawa that
Bangabandhu gave the proposal
for assistance in constructing
the Jamuna Multi-purpose
Bridge.

She praised the Tokyo
branch of the Awami
Jubo League and Chhaira
League and asked them to
work for bolstering the image
of the

In her prenldmtlal speech,

Mrs Hayakawa recalled her
husband's role during the
“Bangladesh's Liberation War.
She said Hayakawa mobilised
Japanese public support in
favour of h. After the
independence of Bangladesh
he took inttiative for
Japanese assistance for the
war ruvaged

She said ch her husband
she also sincerely desires to
see a happy and prosperous
Bangladesh. :

The reception was con-
ducted by ident of Japan
unit of the Awami League
Mahfuzul Haque.
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Dhaka University students staged a strike yesterday protesting the alleged rape of a girl
student recently at the Zahurul Huq Hall of the university.

Strike at DU

From Page 1 Col 7

Meanwhile, the Dhaka
University Syndicate at a meet-
ing yesterday evening reviewed
the report on the incident
submitted by the four-member
probe body.

The meeting presided over
by the Vice Chancellor found
that the newspaper reports on
the incident were factually
different from the probe body
report,

For further enquiry into
the incident, the Syndicate,
formed another six-member
probe body with Prof Anwa-

rullah Chowdhury as Convenor.

The other members are Gias
Kamal Chowdhury, Dr Aminul
Islam, Dr Jinnatunnesa Tah-
mida Begum, Dr Anwar Ho-
ssain and the Registrar of
Dhaka University.

The Syndicate, urged the

probe body to submit its report
as soon as possible.

John Smith
dead

LONDON, May 12: Opposi-
jon Labour Party leader John
Smith, expected by many to be
.Britain's next prime minister,
died of a heart attack Thursday
at age 55, reports AP.

Smith modernised the

. party and brought it to its
 highest standing against the
governing Conservative Party

in recent years.
Smith was pronounced

dead Thursday mumlrﬁ at St
Bartholomew's hospital after
suffering a heart attack at his

t central London apartment, Dr.

Mike Besser said.

Smith, a bespectacled, bald-
ing, softspoken man with a re-
assuring manner, was ope of
the party’'s lawmakers with ex-
perience of government, whi-
ch had been in opposition
since 1979. He served as trade
secretary under Prime Mi-
nister James Callaghan in
1978-79.

Major said Thursday he was
deeply shocked and saddened
by the sudden death.

Former prime minister
Margaret Thatcher said Smi-
th's death was a dreadful loss
to the country.

Tk 2.3cr EU
cyclone

assistance
By Staff Correspondent

The European Community
Humanitarian Office (ECHO)
has approved a commitment of
500,000 ECU (about Tk 2.3
crore] to provide emergency
assistance to those affected by
the cyclone of May 2. says a
press release,

These fund will be chan-

nelled through the European
NGOs, Concern and Oxfam.
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the discussion on the bill only
to accommodate the Opposi-
ton views on such an impor-
tant legislation,” Talukder
added.

The minister hoped that
the Opposition members wo-
uld return to the House during
the next session to discharge

Paintings
From Page 1 Col 7
Khaleq, an antique dealer of
the city's Mahakhali area after
receiving secret information
that he had sold 15 of the
stolen pieces to Igbaluddin
Ahmed.

Police raided the Saljmullah
Road residence of Igbaluddin
and seized 10 of the works
from under his bed.

The arrested former stu-
dent, now in his fifties, con-

that he had thrown
away five paintings, because
those were damaged due to
mishandling.

The ASP said they first
came to know four months ago
that Abdul Khaleq had sold 15
stolen paintings of the
Shilpacharya to Igbaluddin but
they could not be arrested
immediately for lack of ade-
quate evidence,

The police official said
Igbaluddin was associated with
the late genius for long 30
years and had actually helped
in framing and mounting the
paintings on the when
Zainul Abedin fell sick.

He said the art thieves had
demanded Taka 50 thousand
for the 15 pieces from
Igbajuddin and the deal was
settled at Taka 30 thousand.

However, Igbaluddin Ah-
med had paid only Taka 20
thousand.

CID officials said a special
team of police has been sent to
Mymensingh to nab a group of
people suspected of stealing

the art works.

They would be arrested and
brought to Dhaka today (Fri-
day), he hoped.

' JS session prorogued

their responsibilities for whi-
ch, he noted, the electorate
had voted them to Parliament.

Before the prorogation of
the session, the Speaker de-
ferred introduction and pas-
sage of two private members'
bill following a request from
their mover Farida Rahman of
the treasury bench.

She requested the Chair to
withhold discussion on the
bills relating to amendments
to the Muslim Family Laws on
the ground that she herself
needed more time to study the
issue.

The Speaker deferred dis-
cussion on another private
members' bill seeking amend-
ment to the Code of Civil Pro-
cedures because the mover of
the bill, Rafiqul Islam of the
Awami League, was not preseant
in the House,

Discussion on another bill,
originally moved by Salahuddin
Yousuf of the AL and then
scrutinised by a select com-
mittee, was also deferred. The
bill sought constitutional
amendment for ensuring inde-
pendence of the judiciary from
the executive wing of the state.
Requesting a deferment of dis-
cussion on the bill, Public
Works Minister Rafiqul Islam
Miah said the bill should be
discussed in the presence of
the Opposition members in
the House., The Chair enter-
tained the idea.

Besides, the JS had a short
discussion on the post-cyclone
situation in the coastal areas of
the country. Acting Chief Whip
Mahbubul Alam Tara initiated
the discussion while State
Minister for Relief and Re-
habilitation Harun-al-Rashid
gave a statement on how the
government had faced Lhe
emergency.

torm kills 10
in Pakistan

MULTAN, Pakistan, May 12:
Strong wind lashed the south-
ern parts of Pakistan's popu-
lous Punjab province today,
killing at least 10 p:uplc
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consumers to negotiate all
agreements with the private
investors and disseminate in-
formation promoting private
investment in power sector in

M Saifyr Rahman said, "We

need to look for private in-
vestment because the donors

are becoming tough on funding
power projects.”

"We should include in our
policy clearly at what price the
private investors would buy the
energy inputs and there can-
not be any discrimination in its
price. The PDB and the private
investors will purchase inputs
at the same price to maintain
fair competition,” he said,

The minister also empha-
sised checking pilferages in
the power sector to reduce its
system loss.

Khandker Mosharraf Hos-
sain said that the forum had
given scope to visualise merits
and demerits of solicited and
unsolicjted bidding which

would help policy makers de:

«cide on procedures to follow to

attract private firms.

"A pragmatic private sector
power policy will soon be for-
mulated for the sustainable

of the energy sector,”
he announced.

Dr Moyeen Khan stressed
the need for a sound power
distribution system and said,

Pohcy for power sector

"We should see on experimen-
tal basis— if the Dhaka power
distribution system can be effi-
clently handled by the private
sector.”

M Morshed Khan said that
it would not be possible for the
government to withdraw sub-
sidy from the power sector
drastically as it would create a
negative impact on the coun-
try's economy.

"But we can surely cuit down
the subsidy called the system
loss taking drastic steps
against corruption,” he said.

Mahbubur Rahman said
there should be consensus
among all concerned regarding
private power. "That includes
the trade union too. If the
trade union of the PDB refuses
to cooperate with the private
investors, we will be back to
the beginning,” he said.

He further said that if
power tariff had to be in-
creased, the present economic
context of the country should
be considered first.

Earlier, another sessiori of
the forum was held in the
morning, presided over by PDB
Chairman Kazi Golam Rahman.
Private power department offi-
cial of the Philippines Mario C
Baile and energy department
official Flordeliza Andres pre-
sented ff'wo papers on The
Philippine's experience on

private power.

| Myanmar team

arrives
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 12: The
five-member trade delegation
from Yangon headed by its
Minister of Trade Lt. Gen. Tun
Kyl arrived here this evening
on a week-long visit to
Bangladesh.

The team was received at
Chittagong airport by high
ranking officials. The team was
later taken to the BJMC Rest
House

The Myanmar team during
their stay in Chittagong will
visit the Export Processing
Zone, Buddist temple and hold
a discussion with the members
of the Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI).

Besides, the delegation will
pay a visit to Bandarban hill
district tomorrow. The team
will leave Chittagong for Dhaka
on May 14

The delegation is expected
to sign a border trade agree-
ment on May 18.

Bill rejected

From Page 1 Col 4

passing of the bill in the ab-
sence of the ition was
‘an anti-climax™™ He said the
Opposition had struggled for
the bill but it was passed in its
absence, he said..

“"The Opposition parties
will launch a mass agitation if
our demands are not met’, the
JP leader said.

Tofael Ahmed said that a
difference of opinion was visi-
ble within the ruling party over
the bill. "The Speaker was ab-
sent when the bill was placed
for passage. Another treasury
bench member, who brought
some pragmatic amendments,
did not withdraw his propos-
als. Yet another told the House
that he had withdrawn his
amendment proposals ‘as
ordered’.” Tofael said.

He said that the ruling party
had changed the basic charac-
ter of the bill which was fi-
nalised by the Privileges com-
mittee after 10 months of ef-
forts.

Suranjit Sengupta said th-
ere was a revolt inside the

ruling party protesting the
bill."

“It is a violation of Article
79 of the Constitution which
ensures sovereignty of Parlia-
ment with an independent
secretariat,” he said.

The Ganatantri Party leader
said, "If the government forces
us to go to the streets, the
Opposition is ready for that.”

French ship looted
at Mongla port

BAGERHAT, May 12: A gro-
up of miscreants today snat-

I ched ‘goods werth about Tk 3

lakh from a French ship an-

chored at Mongla port, reports
UNB.

Rly containers

From Page 1 Col 5
Minister Morshed ° Khan,
President of MCCI Latifur
Rahman and Railway Secretary
Dr A K M Moshiur Rahman also
spoke on the occasion.

Latifur Rahman urged the
government to announce a
long-term policy for the
Railway sector which would
encompass issues like expan-
sion of carrying capability, ba-
sis of freights structure, devel-
opment of inland container
depots (ICDs) and areas of co-
operation between the public
and private sector. He also said
the banking hours at the ICDs
should be extended upto 7 pm
as at the Chittagong port.

He also urged the minister
to ensure that container
freight station (CFS) sheds are
built at the ICD, Kamalapur, on
a priority basis so that the
garments industry can use the
container service.

The MCCI chief said that in-
land haulage charge in the
country is about 20 per cent
higher than in other countries
and this must be restructured
before the next budget.

The minister called . upon
the industrialists, specially the
garments manufacturers, to
utilise the container service of
the Railway which, he said. of-
fers competitive rate for carrv-
ing goods.

Oli Ahmed pointed out that
the Railway had taken up a
long-term plan to invest Taka
7.410 crere by 2010 under a
massive rehabilitation, re-
placement and renovation pro-

gramme.

He also said tht authorities
have already been taken steps

to stop activities of ‘'mastans’ at
" the container depots.

The Midnight Filc

of

Fighting in Bosnia ahead
today's Geneva meet

SARAJEVO. May 12: UN officials on Thursday reported in-
creased military activity in northern Bosnia, including a mor-
tar attack that knocked out electricity in Serb-held Breko.
The shelling intensified as Bosnian Serbs and the Musiim-led
government! hardened their positions before a crucial meet-

ing Friday of Russian. American and West E

uropean foreign

nﬂm-tenhapmgmwshthcnrrmgudeanmutnm-

tiating table

US adopts aggressive

Hitude: Svrs

DAMASCUS, May 12: Syria. a key player in the US spon-

sored Middle East peace talks, accused Washington

today of

adopting a provocative and aggressive attitude towards
Damascus. The Syrian reaction to a US report that named
Syria as a country sponsoring terrorism came three days be-
fore Secretary of State Warren Christopher was due to arrive
* to continue efforts to break a deadlock in Syrian-israeli nego-

tiations, reports Reuter.

| Govt urged to stop fish
piracy in Bay

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Marine Fi-
sheries Association yesterday
alleged that foreign fishing
trawlers mostly from Thailand
are invading the country's
shrimp and white fish grounds
in the Bay and accused the
government of failing to pro-
tect the marine resources.

"Such unauthorised intru-
sion into our traditional fishing
ground during the last several
months has depleted our
shrimp reserve depriving the
country of the catch of fish and
foreign exchange earnings”,
chairman of the association
and former naval chief Rear
Admiral M H Khan said. at a
press conference at the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday afternoon.

He urged the government
to take immediate steps Lo
stop the fish piracy. The

Missile test

From Page 1 Col 8
minister said.

Rao is scheduled to meet
Clintonn on May 19 and discuss
strained relations between the
two countries over India’'s nu-
clear programme and its ballis-
tic missile deployment plans.

"The effort will be to make
the US understand our policy
through friendly and firm
dealings.” Rao said.

former naval chiefl said. "The
government's inefficiency and
the navy's inaction were the
main reasons for fishing by
Thai and other foreign traw-
lers in Bangladesh's waters in
the Bay of Bengal. _
He said the fishermen of
the country were facing a 20
per cent loss because of the
intruders. Stock of shrimp
dropped drastically due to un-
abated piracy by foreign traw-
lers. which also included My-
anmar and Indian trawlers.

That envoﬂy
From Page 1 Col
seek cooperation from Thai-
land in future.” she added.
Ambassador Vidhyameth
emphasised on increased trade
and commerce between Thai-

‘land and Bangladesh for

strengthening bilateral coop-
eration. He said he had talks
with Bangladeshi chamber
leaders in this ;

The Thai envoy said there is
ample score for joint venture
projects in the fisheries and
livestocks sector.

Begum Zia said the two
countries could exchdnge visits
by chamber leaders to
lrade and that Thai-
land could set up export-ori-
ented industries in Bangla-
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