DHAKA FRIDAY,

MAY 13, 1994

Element of Hlstory Pieced Together

OURNALISTS do not wr-
J ite history. In the proce-

ss of reporting about
events, which later become
part of history, they piece
together elements of history.
Abdur Rahim, a senior
journalist of the country, has
successfully done that job.

His premier publication,
entitled Nishacharer Nishidin,
is a compilation of columns he
once wrote for the leading
cine weekly of the country
These are not hard reports
and to be precise can be
termed news behind the news,
a commonly used word in
journalistic parlance.

The events cover some
decades of our socio-economic

and political history which the
writer covered as an active

journalist. One feels envious of
the privileges he had in wit-
nessing those events of our
history. But he has difference
with other working journalists.
While most fail to record these
events for posterity, Rahim has
not failed in his responsibility.

From personal experiences
to incidents of political signifi-

cance, everything has come up

as contents of the book. The
insight, humour he has used in
writing these pieces have
made the book worth reading.
Besides, he has related almost
every piece with either an
anecdote or a quotation from
some of the leading celebrities.
Some of those are very appro-
priate. However, in the pro-
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litical belief. Reading between
the lines a careful reader
would discover in the writer a
man with strong sense of na-
tionalism and belief in pro-
gressive ideas. The writer did
not compile the pieces in
order of time as those were
printed, nor did he explain
why he had to change the
order. It would have been bet-
ter if he could maintain the
order as these were printed.

The book. despite some of
the criticisms, will be consid-
ered a big contribution to the
history of this country. But it
would be advisable if the writer
makes corrections of some of
the factual mistakes before its
second printing. To mention a
few, the cyclone of 1970 hit
the coastal areas on November
12, not November 11, and dec-
larations of newspapers were
annulled in 1975, not 1974
and so on.

Before going into the con-
tents, it would be fair to dis-
cuss the other aspects of the
book. Some printing mistakes

have compromised its quality,
especially in the mini foreword
the author has written for the
book. In addition, it is difficult
to understand why all the
pieces do not carry the date-
line as to their first date of
publication. Also, it would have
been better if the writer could
allow an editor to prepare the
manuscript before publication,

~ other

because in that case some re-
dundancies could be struck
out. He may have differing
views but some of the sen-
tences, which were used may
be to dramatise the beginning
of a piece, sound meaningless
(like the one on page 130).

This is important for other
reasons too. When the pieces
were being published as col-
umn, readers were in a posi-
tion to maintain the chronol-
ogy. But for a reader of today or
tomorrow, it becomes difficult
to maintain the linkage (like
the one on page 175 and the
on page 177).

Nevertheless, such holes are
plugged in by the drama of the
incidents recorded. But in
some places the attempt to
theorise some ideas are not
very effective. Could it be for
the reason that at the time of
writing the author had no sub-
ject or incident in mind to
recreate (like the one on page
180).

Brushing aside all the criti-
cisms, the book is an impor-
tant contribution to our exist-
ing political literature and ex-
cels in its own

Last but not thc least. The
quality of printing could be
improved further and the
cover could be made more
colourful and thematic.

Reviewed by

cess he could not hide his po-
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"bourgeois” party would be
against its founding principals
and though rejecting the de-
Stalinisation process set in
motion in the Soviet Union by
Nikita Khruschev, ended up
supporting the Chinese form ol‘
cormmunism.

Proof of this ideulugi{:al
bonding came decades later
when the CPM Politburo tacitly

supported the military repres-
sion of the Tiananmen Square

demonstrations in China in
1989, by simply not condemn-
ing them.

And though the CPM ac-
cepted the need for glasnost
lopenness) and perestroika
(restructuring) in the former
Soviet Union, it wanted both
concepts to be implemented
within a Marxist framework.

The CPI, on the other hand,
bolstered succeeding Congress
governments till it earned it-
self the opprobrium of sup-

porting Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi after she imposed a
State of Emergency in 1975
when faced with impeachment
for resorting to unfair electoral
practices. Ever since, the CPI
has been trying to purge itself

“‘@ﬁrbﬂﬁé‘ “past decade, par-

ticularly since 1990, there has
been talks of unifying the two
communist parties, but the
CPM has oppo it. However,
there is general agreement be-
tween them on the need to
present a united front on the
ground on broad policy issues
such as opposition to the gov-
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cies ol the Nkrumahs, Nver-
eres and Kaundas made leftism
largely unappealing to the ma-
jority of Africans who, with
some justification, equated
leftissn with dictatorship.

Even then, some in Africa

were still willing to give the
lell. a second chance. And so
came a new generation of left-
ist leaders in the 1970s and
1980s.

Among them were Mengistu
Haille Miriam of Ethiopia,
Jerry Rawlings of Ghana,
Thomas Sankara of Burkina
Faso, Samora Machel of
Mozambique and Jose Eduardo
dos Santoswof Angola.

Some of these leaders con-
fused Alfrica's strong sense of

community with socialism,

Africans generally are
communalists, not commu-
nists. Although traditionally
they like to live and do things
together, they cherish their
individual independence.

They want their own farms,
and the right to decide what to
plant, when and how to sell
their produce., for what price
and to whom.

Being ordered about by a
central committee or a polit-
buro is not to their taste,
which is why Nkrumah and
other leftist presidents had to
resort to dictatorship to sur-
vive.

In addition to political diffi-
culties, the extremely bad per-
formance of African economies
forced leaders such as Ghana's
Jerry Rawlings into the em-

brace of the International
Monetary Fund and World
Bank, capitalist institutions
with no sympathy for leftist
ideals.

The hardships caused by
the IMF and World Bank pre-
scriptions might have pro-
duced a resurgence of leftist
thinking, except that it coin-
cided with Soviet disintegra-
tion, leaving the impression
that there was no alternative to
the free market.

In addition, Moscow's role
as a vider for its favoured
friends came to an abrupt end
as it discovered that it, had no
money to spend. Moscow could
not even support Angola and
Ethiopia, its most devoted pro-

teges.

And along with all the other
problems facing newly-inde-
pendent states, leftist leaders
in the south of the continent
also had to contend with ruth-

i
.......
S
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wmmhwqwcmqmw tall modern buildings. is a t
church dating back to the 12th century. - K
St Andrews Undershaft has reeently undergone extenstve refurbishment which has included
restoration of several historic and beautifid stained glass windows. This delicate and intricate work
has been carried ott by a company in the East End of London that has been spectalising in this

type of work for 125 years.

Here. an expert craftsman from Goddard and Gibbs closely examines a panel needing

renovation. Behind him is a window that has just been fully restored and replaced
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ernment's free market policies
and the communal activities of
the fundamentalist Hindu

Bharatiya Janata Party.
Other political parties are
advising leftists to

with caution. They see the
break-up of the Soviet Union
and the fall of communism as
an opportunity for leftists to
learn from their mistakes and
use their disciplined cadres to
join the national political
mainstream at a more
"realistic” and "useful” level.

RAHUL BEDI is a freelance
Indian journalist.
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less military de-stabilisation by
South Africa.

The final ingredient in the
brew was the disenchantment
felt by thousands of African
students studying in Soviet
institutions. The main aim of
the programme was to influ-
ence African students to carry
the leftist flag when they re-
turned home.

But the longer-they studied
in the Soviet Union, the more
anti-communist they became.
They saw in living colour the
extent to which the system
failed to live up to its rhetoric.

They learned to hate com-
munism even before they fin-
ished their studies. On their
return home, they gave an-
other push to the anti-socialist
bandwagon then gathering
momentum.

Africans are generally long-
suffering, slow to anger. But
they are nobody's fools. If left-
ism could not save Ghana, Tan-
zania, Angola, Ethiopia or
Mozambique, how could the fu-
ture lie with the left?

So the collapse of the Soviet
empire was merely the icing
on the cake. The demise of the
African left was well underway
and the fall of the Berlin Wall
only drove the nails in the cof-
fin.

The field has been left to a
core of activists — mostly uni-
versity students and lecturers
— who mouth old slogans and
live like ostriches. They lack
even the and resources
to fight for their canse.

Ghanaian journalist BAF-
FOUR ANKOMAH is Assistant
Editor of the London-based
manth!y magazine, “New

Magazine
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T is always worth celebrat

ing the birth anniversary
A of the best man that ever
lived on earth. That is what the
book, Eid Miladunnabi: Alor
Pathey, is all about. Naturally,
the religion — Islam — which
this great man introduced and

preached ejaculated into the

context. Yes, his name is

Muhammad (SM). :
Alongside the Ilife of

Muhammad (SM), the message
of Islam has been zoomed in.
on his teachings, in the book.
It melts the confusions of reli-
-glous practice into a nicety —
that to become an authentic
student of the school of
Muhammad (SM) is not bare

easy, and again on the other |

hand, it is enthusiastically so-
phisticated.

The work of bewitching a
function in jollificating the
prophet's (SM) birthday (it's
the day of his passing away as
well) between the covers of a
book is, no doubt, a deserving
endeavour. It becomes rather
more readable, not merely to,
understand the spiritual and
moral aspects of the religion,
but more than enough, to find

a logical clarity in following the.

sermons of this celestial sym-

bol — Muhammad (SM).
Now, one may well ask:

"What kind of a man was he
who awoke and clearised the

East, who in roughly a score of -

years in Arabia produced the
greatest religious revolution
known to history?" Well, this
book may as well be the pre-
cise answer. Muhammad's

(SM) greatest reform was the .

ousting of idolatry, while
among other salutary measures
he circumscribed polygamy,

~ | for bade adultery, usury, gam-

this

- of Islam in B
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bling and the use of intoxi:
cants. He abolished infanticide,
discouraged slavery and pro-
claimed the intrinsic brother-

hood and equality of every hu-

man being in the eye of Allah,

 irrespective of race and class.

This book — an anthology of
five articles on. prophet
Muhammad (SM) in different
fields and eight poems by four
lauded poets, is all the way in-
teresting and timely. The art.i"
cles will be able to chisel out
the yawning gap — to the read-
ers — between the true aware-
ness of Islam and its present
practice by the followers in
Muslim-majority
Bangladesh. The practitioners
esh nowa-
days seem to forget the real
sense of the first ever eminent
message: "Read, in the name of
Allah Who credted (96:1-2)."
'‘Read’ is not meant for paltry
reciting, it is — ‘conceiving'
deep inside the soul using the
conscious intellect.

In a country of thousands of

mosques where millions of

people are supposed to be re-
ligious, in the very sense of the
term, yet there are corruption,
terrorism, killing, selfishness
and falsity. Alor Pathey will
make the readers realise the
lacunae of carried away
from the dogma of Muhammad
(SM). Leo Tolstoy compre-
hended it and said: "If that is
Islam, then I am a Muslim."
Well, like above, an array of
comments of prominent for-
eign and non-Muslim personal-
ities make the book more ob-
timistic. .

Muhammad (SM) foresaw
the current century's science
and humanism 1400 years ear-
lier. He knew about the hidden
traits of the recessive genes.

- He, with a nagging confidence,

insisted on planting trees. It
wouldn't be unfair to say — in
the context of today's global
warming — that he was the fa-
ther-ecologist. Likewise the
present US Senator Harkin's
Bill on Human Rights was
called upon by Muhammad
(SM) while he was preaching

out the humanistic values. -

Alor. Pathey ends with the
poems of Asad Chowdhury and
Mohammad MNurul Huda.
Chowdhury's poem is a sort of
prosaic confession.

The entire production of
the book must be commended.
There is hardly any misprint
or spelling error. In this re-
spect, the two editors Khwaja
Qamrul Haq and Abdul Hannan
Thakur must deserve credit.
Anyway, thanks to B
Academy. for publishing a
book and making it available, at

a comparatively Ehenpﬂ' price.
Reviewed by
Yousuf Jamil

—

HE commercials tele-

cast by BTV perhaps

make an issue to be
discussed. They are of two
types generally, good and bad.
The good ones, many of which
are understandably shot
abroad, are with superior qual-
ity photography taken from
suitable angles, perfect edit-
ing, and the message transmit-

ted to the viewers speaking for.

itself; one does not feel irri-
tated, or the urge to switch off
the TV set. In this category
falls the commercials on vari-
ous brands of tooth pastes,
toilet soaps, etc.

On the other hand there are
some commercials telecast by
BTV which are of inferior
quality, with poor photo-
graphic techniques and mes-
sages as absurd and embarrass-
ing that go beyond logic and
COMIMON Sense.

Let us review some of these
commercials., i we begin with
the ones on sarts. then there is
one which shows a number of
ladies wearing colorful saris
singing songs and making all
types of alluring, provocative
and suggestive gestures with
their hands above their shoul-
ders as if they are playing
some instruments with their
hands. The physical gestures at
times are embarrassing and
often makes it difficult to sit
and watch with members of
the family. Another sari ad has
two models — one receives a
letter, the other tries to grab it
from her and in slow motion
they come downstairs one
chasing the other, finally they
sit on a sofa and together read
the letter. From this ad the
viewer could get the impres-
sion that the ad focuses on the
interior design, floors, and the
furniture. The third one has a
middieaged model with severe
memory problem — right from
his residence his wife tells
him to bring a particular brand
of sari prior to his departure
for work. On the way to his of-
fice he is reminded on the bus
by a passenger. his boss re-
minds him at office. and finally
the rickshaw puller. And it is
at this point he realizes that
his clever wife had a placard
pasted on his back. Now if the
mcmory of this guy is so bad
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then one may feel he better
stay at home because today he
is forgetting something at
home, tomorrow he will forget
something at his workplace.

This sort of advertisements re-

flect poor taste. Then we have
some commercials on ‘lungis’
telecast by BTV. A guy pur-
chases a particular brand of

lungi and lies on the couch

stating that donning the lungi
is so comfortable that it makes
him sleepy. The impression is
that it is the couch and not the
lungi which makes him sleepy.
Another latest advertisement
on lungi has the male model
coming to his wife and giving
point by point explanation,
sort of defending himself, as to

why he had purchased. that

particular brand of lungi, and
finally he forgets something
and his wife reminds him,
which looks really funny.

Some of the commercials
telecast by BTV are several
years old and need to be re-
placed and during full length
Bengali feature film breaks. so
many advertisements (some
are repetitive) are shown that
the interest in and continuity
of the feature film is often lost,
and the viewers rather start to
curse the product instead of
deciding to purchase it from
the market. It seems, BTV
must prepare an advertise-
ment censor code which will
deal with advertisements —
their provocativeness, quality,
length, excesses, absurdity, etc
and then only would they have
competitive, clean commer-
clals pleasing to tele-viewers.

It is high time BTV should
do something on musics which

are played with feelers. They

are Very old and at times get -

bogged down as a gramophone
record slows down drifting
away from the normal speed
(RPM). We have good musi-
cians in our country. BTV can
make use of their services and
talents in producing Bengali
folk tune music and playing
them with the feelers.

Children. | feel, are de-

prived to a good extent of en-
tertainment from BTV. In ab-
sence of external entertain-
ment for children such as ade-
quate recreational and amuse-
ment parks, they have no
choice but to rely heavily on
indoor entertainment. More
cartoon films of. various car-
toon characters available in the
world market should be im-
ported and shown on BTV.
More 'quiz programmes and in-
formative documentary films
can be telecast to raise their
intellectual capabilities.

The Friday Movie of the
Week Iranian feature film "The
Ship of Angelica” was set dur-
ing the time the British were
occupying Iran. The film was
shot on location near the
Persian Gulf. The bright sun-
shine and the blue water of the
Persian Gulf matched it mak-
ing the film very colourful and
the viewers must have felt bet-
ter watching film and imagin-
ing taking a dip in the cool
waters when the country's
mercury level went sbaring,
and humidity made one pre-
cipitate.

The hero of the film
Entezam s himself a veteran
film-maker. At a time during
Shah's era when producers
were making commercial films
full of sex. vulgarity and vio-
lence, he produced and acted
in art films. His award winning
film "The Cow", released in the
early seventies, was shown all
over the world.

The "Fifth Pillar of Islam”
was an excellent documentary
film telecast by BTV with de-
tails of the holy places and his-
torical background informa-
tion. More of such pro-
grammes and specific instruc-
tions for the Hajis are required
to be telecast prior to their
departure for pilgrimage.

Film serials need to be or-
ganized properly because it
seems that often episodes are
not maintained serially as it
was noticed on Friday last. In
the American film "Major Dad"
the hero was shown to get

actor

married but the week before
he was shown already married
to the same girl.

Two dramas were telecast
by BTV during the. week. The
first one, the weekly drama,
was "Didi" written by the fa-
mous poet Rabindranath
Tagore. The story dealt with a
lady (Ferdowsi Muzumder) ob-
sessed by her love and devo-
tion for her baby brother, who
was left with property in his
name, when her parents died.

This obsession leads to con-
flicts with her husband
(Mustafa) which leads to sepa-
ratith and the husband lays
claims to his brother-in-law's
property. Ferdowsi and
Mustafa both have acted well,
but perhaps more of Rabindra
Sangeet was required in the
drama since the story was
written by the poet himself.
The serial Tathapi was tele-

caslbymunﬁlc-dny !thad |
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into a trap in his office and was |
required to pay ninety thou- |
sand Taka within fifteen days
or go to jail. He joins the
smugglers gang to get the
money. Another character,
played by Utpal, gets killed as
he could not get the gold from
abroad past the honest watch- |
ful eyes of the Customs officer |
(Aly Zaker) and his ever vigi-
lant staff at Dhaka Airport. Yet |
another character (Tariq
Anam) comes intp the scene
and arranges to smuggle gold
adopting different means, this
time by concealing the gold
inside the stomachs of smug-
glers. But once it's detected.
Meanwhile, somewhere abroad
a lady's (Dolly Zohur] suitcase
is replaced, without her
knowledge, with the one with
gold bars in it. Aly Zaker is in-

formed by a colleague of Dolly.

After her arrival at Dhaka air-
port gold bars are detected
and Aly Zaker, feeling very un-
comfortable, orders the arrest
of Dolly. The serial take a dra-
matic turn. the Customs officer
is torn between duty and love.
Let us wait and see if, in the
next episode, Dolly's jealous
colleague comes to her rescue
because it seems he is the only
one who has witnessed the re-
placement of the suitcase.

Continued from page 10
stronger the will power. the
surer is the road to success.
The more assured is he suc-
cess, the more assured is the
happiness. In simple under-
standing, the fulfillment of a
desire makes a person happy.

Toeday, it is established that
what man can perceive, he can
achieve. That is how he is fly-
ing so freely in the sky. The
point made in this discussion
is that achievement makes a
man Happy. This achievement
may be confined to the pro-
curement of food staff that en-

sures nutrition. Nutrition is
the pre-requisite for mainte-
nance of health. Health has
been defined as the well-being
of an organism — physical,
mental and spiritual. Unless
this trilogy is fulfilled, happi-
ness recedes like a mirage.
Poverty is an all pervasive
word. It is not confined merely
le economic or financial
poverty. It can be extended to
mean poverty of knowledge,
truth and philosophy. Truth is
the content of knowledge;
persons poor in knowledge
suffer from the poverty of truth
and as such may live in own
paradise of ignorance in a mis-
erably unsatisfied condition. In
the last analysis, it has been
found that the source of all un-

treatment of ignorance is
knowledge. Knowledge means
correct conception of an ob-
ject. Correct conception can

be achieved only by applying

correct methodology of study.
But all so called education do

not impart correct knowledge.
Wrong knowledge leas to
wrong conception about truth.
Wrong conception of truth
leads to wrong judgement.
Wrong judgement leads to

.wrong service. Wrong service

leads to unsatisfactory outcome
an unhappiness. Therefore,
happiness is related to truth.
Truth is related to goodness,
goodness is related to love.
Love is related to the concep-
tion of Beauty

A person finds himself in a-
very complicated position in
his quest for happiness. H G
Wells implied his Economic
Interpretation of history, un
like Karl Marx. in he title of
his Book "Work, Wealth and
Happiness of Mankind.” The
simple equation is work brings
wealth and wealth brings hap-
piness. Of course, wealth is
necessary f(or happiness and
work is necessary for wealth.
But precondition for work is
knowledge and wealth. One
must learn his work and one
must possess his health Lo do
it. It is a process of co-relation

happiness is ignorance The , of various factors inherent in

The Quest for Happiness

the process of evolution of the
human society.

The mystery of missing link
being solved, man is described
as a rational animal. If the
word rational is withdrawn
man is an animal and that is
the biological truth. But man
has tried to run away from his
shadow in the past while the
law of physics’confirm that no

one can run away from his
shadow. Arbitrarily, the first,
man in said to be the last
monkey who could use a tool (a
store or a stick) to get a fruit
down from the tree without
climbing it. That is the great

est revolution that gave birth
to the Homo Sapiens but it
took place in the form of evo-
lution. A monkey cannot be a
man because the forebrain of
the monkey did not develop
the extra-cells to articulate to
the idea to pick up a stone or
stick and aim it towards Lae
desired fruit.

Other distinctive features
of man is well known. The pe-
riod spent by man in jungle
before domestication s not
known. Definitely, the savage
period of human life had been
of much longer duration. Man
had to take one step at a time
te come to the present stage of
mental development and im-
plementation of own ideas.

The concept of happiness is
also an idea. It has also gol its
own evolutionary process al
work.

H G Wells said : The story of
man's progress towards civi-
lization can be divided into two
periods, namely, the period
prior to the writing of the
book. Advancement of learning
by Francis Bacon, and after,
This was done during the 17th
century. European Renaissance
rescued man from nazism

Nevertheless, man did net
know himself quite well as late
as 1940 when Alexix Carrel
wrote his book, Man, the Un-
known. His contention was :
Man had no opportunity to
know himself as he devoted
most of his time to know the
external world. That is why,
Psychology became the latest
brarich of science. Practically,
since 1920, psychology be-
came a science and during the
past 70 years, it has made
tremendous progress. It is well
known that S Frued is the fa-
ther of modern psychology but
his sex theory, like that of
Marxian economic theory
based on class concept, was
only partially true. Man was not
born with hammer and sickle
in hand to justify the history of
civilization as the history of

class straggie.

Survey of the human men
tality all over this planet is

possible with computor. Analy-
sis of those findings can

assemble all facts on all
aspects of human science. The
scientists are, of course, not
wasting time. They are not sit-
ting idle. The irony is that
their findings are not properly
disseminated amongst the en-
tire population on the global
surface. Mental development of
mankind is not uniform. There
Is a ime lag between progress
and social acceptance and one
need not go far to seek such an
evidence. In Bangladesh
this difference can be noted
everywhere.

Although happiness is a
personal concept, total human
society and total ecosystem
must be taken in to considera-
tion to ensure happiness for
mankind.

Happiness is a relative
term; whether we notice or
not every thing in existence is
in constant change. Happiness
and unhappiness may change
from time to time. There is
nothing absolute in life or na-
ture. Every living organism is
constantly striving for survival.
Man is always striving for hap-
piness but the circumstances
may not favour him all the time
nor every body can be equally
fortunate. Taking all factors
into consideration, one can
conclude that the conquest of
happiness is possible by con-
stant striving and appropriate
use of the will power to make
the self and the society happy
by means available within hy-
man fesources.



