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"The Vessels must Move

The river transport workers' strike on
Wednesday brought to a standstill all waterborne
passenger and goods traffic in tht country. The
massive strike, sparing only hand-rowed country
boats, is to continue indefinitely. Altho t
from the end of the British colonial hold on. the
sub-continent — or perhaps from long before it—
waterways in this region were systematically ne-
glected very clearly to build prosperity for the
roadways, the engine-powered vessels do still
form the backbone of our national economy. Each
day that passes without any vessel moving any
goods or people, costs the nation the equivalent
of maybe s incurred in a whole week of har-
tal. Qyuite apart from the question of material
losses, such a strike cuts at the root of one of the
more important of our basic rights — that of
movement. With the Eid holidays only days away,
the government would be well-advis not to
treat this crisis with its customary a&prnach of
procrastination, if not totally ignoring the thing.

We know that the government is not a party to
this strike situation, at least in any direct man-
ner. That does not absolve it of the responsibility
of seeing that the nation's vessels ply and -
and people move in the normal way the
country's economy takes no beating. e gov-
ernment in order to do justice to its pro-people
protestations will need to put its heart into the
urgent job of resolving the water work-
ers' strike addressed as it is to the owners of the
river transport industry and not they. The record
is not encouraging so far — although the strike
was looming éver on the horizon day of the

past few days, government did not care to the
thing in the bud. It should now make this
g by doubling up its efforts to bring the work-

ers back to work. A tripartite meeting is stated to
be held tomorrow, why so late? And who from
the government side would be there above the
sition of the Director of Labour? Will the Labour
inister deign to make it his job to assuage the
workers' anger and do some tough talking to the
owners in tomorrow's meeting?

The owners are clearly in the wrong in so far
they have failed to implement the minimum
wages award of December, 1993. And they have
no convincing answer to the striking federation's
very serious charge that the owners are long
practising a policy of dispensing with the ser-
vices of experienced, skilled and efficilent mas-
ters and drivers of vessels and getting the job
done by raw hands who can be hired at the cheap.
The federation, speaking for all masters and
drivers of the nation’s vessels, insist that this is
one positive cause of river accidents involving
huge loss of life and pro ;

e federation has on the other hand convinc-
ingtlj—: proved that the government determination
of the responsibility for overloading— the main
cause of accidents — is very wrongly weighted
against the workers. The present regulations
hold the workers alone for the crime and the
workers say they only carry out orders and the
extra money goes to the owners all right. If the
owners deny this, it looks the truth'must lie be-
tween them two. More effective ways than the
present must be found to stuF overloading.

The owners so far have faulted the strikers
with a lack of proper notice. That is mere techni-
cality having little bearing on the seriousness of
the development. Tomorrow there is a very good
prospect of persuading the two sides to see rea-
son and end the strike amicably. But this wou'd
take adroit government handl and a true and
intense will on its part to resolve the issues at
stake.

One thing must be avoided at all cost. Crises
such as this do not lend to handling cooked in
measures of limited office hours and snaﬂ‘sapac:
file movement. That's a bureaucrat's way of deing
things. The problem of all ofthe nation's vessels
anchored beyond days calls for the government
to move as a whole to set the situation right in a
jiffy. The urgency of the situation must first be

grasped by them.

Yemen has Not Learnt
Anﬁ\;tlﬁsson

When the most d regime of apartheid ‘n
South Africa has ushered in a new era of racial
amily and social peace through si the dif-
ferences between the bitterest foes, parts of the
contincent ot Africa in the east and central east
arc witnessing the worst type of human tragedies.
From Burundi to Rwanda to Yemen civil wars are
sweeping across a large tract of that hostility-
ridden continent. Yemen so far is the last to join
ithe bandwagon of these trigger-happy hara kirt
OVErs. 4

United only in 1990, the two Yemens — North
and South — have once again parted their ways
and are locked in a bitter armed conflict. What
emerges from the reports reaching here is that
the differences between the contending parties
are not so much on the question of policies or
ideologies as they concern the struggle for power.
In fact, the two architects of peace, president Ali
Abdullah Saleh and the recently sacked southern
vice-president Ali Salem al-Baid, have learnt no
lessons from the years of conflicts between the
south and north of the country.

President Saleh has accused his vice-president
of an attempt to secede from the north. He fol-
lowed up his accusation with the expulsion of the
vice-president along with a number of prominent
southern leaders from the government. So the
southerners, rejectin%] the accusation, have re-
turned to their stronghold in Aden and coricen-
trated on its defence. It is yet to be clear who is
to blame for starting this latest eruption of the
north-south feud. But there is no doubt that the
president fired the first salvo. Whether he did

plan for it or was egged on by his followers is not

the important issue.

Hu":vever. the fact remains that president
Saleh's early success in the offensive made him
think that he could cash in on it. But the latest
report is rather inconclusive with the northern
forces retreating to their original positions.
There has been other changes in the war situa-
tion. A Scud missile has hit capital Sanaa and the
president has showed a change of heart by offer-
ing a ceasefire. Although conditional, this offer
marks a qualitative s in the northern stand.
Earlier, a similar offer from the south was flatly
rejected by the president who sensed victory.
Now that the proposal has come from the norih
and there are willing mediators in the neighbour-
ing countries such as Saudi Arabia, let us pe for
the best. But the parties involved must rec se

the futility and tragedy in
e iy trgedy i pursuing the path of
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ISITS of Indian prime

ministers to the US

have been (ralled by
controversy since Jawaharlal
Nehru's exit. Being a top world
leader, Washington Itself
wanted him. Most of the other
prime ministers either
wangled, managed or sought a
trip to America so as to add Lo
their importance and flaunt it
thereafter.

A few even entertained the
idea of playing a role in the
cold war rivalry between the
United States and the USSR
Lal Bahadur Shastri was the
one who was taken in by such
sweet talk by Chester Bowles,
the then American ambas-
sador. Lyndon Johnson, the US
president at that time, can-
celled the visit at the eleventh
hour, fearing misunderstand-
ing with Islamabad, a member
of western military pacts
against the Soviet Union.
phastri, for that matter, India,
took some time to overcome
the humiliation.

It is not fair to discuss to
which genre Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao's visit belongs,
when he is due to leave New
Delhi in the next few days. But
the fact that he did not go on
May 6 — the date originally
fixed by Washington and con-
veyed through Deputy
Secretary of State Talbott dur-
ing his stop over in New Delhi
recently — is a point in Rao's
favour That Washington made
changes in President Clinton's
schedule to accommodate Rao
indicates that perhaps, just
perhaps, New Delhi enjoys
some importance in the eyes
of the US government.

Had Rao gone six months
later. it would have probably
been better from India's point
of view. Much of the dust over
Kashmir and the nuclear ques-
tion would have settled by
then. At present, the visit
looks like a sequel to what

N hearing that Singa-
pore's population Iis
three million, my friend
told me that in the section of
Mexico City she lives the
population would be about that.

Mexico City has a population of
18 million., while the
population of Mexico now
stands at an estimated 88 mil-
lion, Over lunch I broached
the subject of the Chiapas. |
mentioned to my Mexican col-
leagues what | read in the
Asian Wall Street Journal on
my flight to Mexico. Some of
the indigenous fighters were
equipped with wooden rifles
provided by their leaders and |
also mentioned the Guatem-
alan connection. "Do you think
the Indians are stupid?” she
retorted. | could sense a tinge
of anger in my historian friend,
Virginia’'s voice. She went on
to explain that some of the
Inglians joined the fight with
their wooden rifles in a show
of solidarity with the uprising.

These are the wooden rifles
with which they received
combat training. And yes,
Guatemala could have assisted
in providing training. I was
surprised at the high level of
solidarity at the middle class
Mexicans had with the Chiapas
many of whom are fighting un-
deér the banner of the Zapatista
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Black-gold of Cox’s
~ Bazar |

Sir, Over twenty years have
passed and, meanwhile, much
has been told and lot of hue
and cry has been made about
valuable minerals zircon. ru-
tile, elmenite, garnet, mag-
netite and monazite etc called
the ‘black-gold’ of Cox's bazar
but practically no pragmatic
step has been taken by the au-
thorities concerned for the
exploration and commercial
utilisation of ‘black-gold’ as
yet. |

In December last year the
government had sanctioned an
amount of Taka four crore for
more research work and pur-
chase of new machinery for
the Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission’'s Beach Sand
Plant at Cox's Bazar set up in
the year 1974 but so far doing
nothing except holding one
meeting after another and
conducting tours one after an-
other of its officials there.

We wonder how long would
time and public money be
wasted and the deposits
washed away by tidal bores!

It appears that the people
of our country are totally igno-

rant about the valuable miner-
als. Moreover the exploration
‘and the commercial utilisation
of the minerals are deadlocked
due to lack of field work,
knowledge and correct deci-
sion of our policy makers.

Our bitter experiences say
that unless there is a general
awareness among the people
about the ‘black-gold’ and also
a political consensus on the
matter, the exploration and
cominercial utilisation' of the
valuable minerals are not pos-
sible in our country.

By no means the ‘black-

Rao's Agenda in Washington

A few intellectuals’ meetings in Washington, New Delhi or elsewhere do not change the people’s long-term
perception. The general impression in India is that America is always brow-beating if. Any step that suggests
a tough line may distance the two still further from each other.

Talbott and Assistant Secretary
of State Robin Raphel told New
Delhi. Going by their public or
private observations, it appears
that their ideas are diametri'
cally opposed to India's.

Granting that Rao will not
change the stand either on
Kashmir or the nuclear ques-
tion, as he has said repeatedly
in public and in parliament,
the question arises what pur
pose is served by his visit.
There is no evidence that the
differences which cropped up
during the meetings between
Indian officials and Raphel and
Talbott have been ironed out.
Rao and Clinton have to either
skirt round the problems or
agree to differ. The summit
will unnecessarily exhaust the
option which is usually saved
for the end.

Rao should be prepared that
the talks can turn sour. It may
mean all types of pressure,
which a soft state.like ours
may not resist for long
Clinton's letters — he has writ-
ten on various Indian problems
— give the impression that he
is an outspoken person with
little sagacity or judgment. He
can be excessively tough if
things did not go his way.

True, the effort to impose
something on India will stoke
fires of suspicion that India
generally has about the US.
The two have never been
friends at the popular level. A
few intellectuals’ meetings in
Washington, New Delhi or
elsewhere do not change the

people’s long-term perception.
The general impression in

India is that America is always
brow-beating it. Any step that
suggests a tough line gay dis-
tance the two still further from
each other.

Rao and Clinton may even
hit it off well, as Indira Gandhi
and Johnson did initially. But it
may be a temporary phase be-
cause the interests of India
and America do not coincide.
In the face of deteriorating re-
lations with Islamabad, New
Delhi will expect more and
more support from Washington
than its new policy to treat
india and Pakistan at par can

New Deihi itself is diluting
the Shimla agreement. which
lays down a bilateral solution to
the problems between India
dnd Pakistan. if the nuciear is-
sue between the two can be
discussed at a larger forum,
whatever its size then a time
may come when every pending
dispute, including Kashmir,
will be brought before such fo-
rams.

it is apparent that Washing-
ton fears a nuciear holocaust in
the subcontinent if India and
Pakistan do not come to some
understanding This may also

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

afford. America has changed its
earlier position of recognising
India as a regional power. New
Delhi's insistence or exaspera-
tion on this point will only in-
crease the tension with
Washington.

What New Delhi has to un-
derstand is that in an effort to
have Washington's support, it
should not give it legitimacy in
the subcontinental affairs. The
London talks were inoppor-
tune, not because what they
achieved or did not, but be-
cause they recognised
America's role. Already New
Delhi has, wittingly or unwit-
tingly. accorded America the
status of a third party, if not of
an arbitrator.

explajn the Pentagon-inspired
books to arouse panic and fear
that India and Pakistan were
on the verge of a nuclear
warfare in 1990. | was then
India's high commissioner to
Great Britain and | can say
authoritatively that there was
not even a remote possibility of
such a warfare. There was
sabre-rattling from both sides
but the 1990 was not the first
time they had done so.

If America's purpose is to
eliminate nuclear weapons in
the region, it is going about in
a wrong way. The nuclear
prowess In the two countries
has been got mixed with
chauvinism and patriotism.
None of them will agree to

anything which may look like a
compromise on the country's
nuciear capability.

Why should Washingion he-
sitate in pursuing a time-bound
programme that will eliminate
nuclear weapons from all over
the world? india has been sug-
gesting this in various ways
since the days of Nehru. What
it means is that there will be
no chosen powers which will
be allowed to possess nuclear
weapons; all will have to de-
nuclearise. The devastation
that a nuclear device is

of causing transcends bound-
aries and hence there can be
no exclusive club of those who
can spell ruin.

should persuade or pressurise
both India and Pakistan to
commit themseives to non-
first-use. This will be more ef-
ficacious than the capping of
nuclear programme which

plants.

However, Washington may
defeat even the limited
chances of conciliation if It
wants to combine Kashmir
with the nuclear problem. The
two are separate and should be
dealt with separately. An
American expert, who wrote
that the way the non-prolifera-
tion treaty (NPT) goes through

Kashmir has only heightened
suspicions. Since he has been

associated with the US admin-

istration for a long time, he
. What
he in fact is hinting at is that if

has been taken

A Conversation in Mexico City

tag group of revolutionaries in
the highlands of the South.
There was another young man
in the same table who was pre-
sent in one of the towns the
rebels took over on that fateful
day of January 1, 1994, He
thought it was New Year's day
celebration. | didn't notice any
rage or bitterness n his voice.

He like Virginia thought the
Chiapas had many genuine
grievances and were fighting
for the right cause. The same
point was brought home by one
of the presenters from UNAM
(National Autonomous
University of Mexico) irg the
conference who flashed data
on income inequality in re-
gional terms. Not surprisingly,
the province where the
Chiapas live had one of the

lowest incomes of the 31
provinces that comprise
Mexico.

Virginia spoke fondly of
Commandante Marcos, the
non-Indian leader of the
Chiapa movement. His intelli-
gence, his crisp prose in
which he explained why this
movement was necessary etc.

One of the papers carried
these writings unedited.
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in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

gold’ of Cox's Bazar is less im-
portant than Madhyapara hard
rock mine or Barapukuria coal
mine. Eve if we simply apply
indigefious method, the explo-
ration, mining and commercial
utilisation of ‘black-gold’ would
help us provide employment to
thousands of our people in the
coastal areas spread from
Teknaf to Kuakata and also en-
able us to earn crores of Taka
in foreign exchange every year.

We stro demand that an

all party national committee on

'black-gold’ of Cox's Bazar,’
consisted of members of our

Jatiya Sangsad. may be formed

which may kindly physically
visit and inspect some of the
mines in Cox's Bazar, Teknaf
and Mohakhali and see the
possibility of indigenous
method of exploration and-
commercial utilisation of the
valuable minerals and take a

correct and bold decision |

thereof without further delay,
in national interest.

O H Kabir

Dhalka

"Building
construction laws"

Sir, Mr Kabir in his letter -

“Building construction laws”,
published in your esteemed
daily on Ist May, has rightly

+ pointed out that it 4s high time

to amend the Building
Construction Rules as we have
started constructing high rise
buildings. The present specifi-
cation of keeping open space
on the basis of size and side of
the plot is curmbersome and
difficult to detect any variation.
‘It must be based on the foun-
dation and uniform space must
be kept open on all sides, so
that any deviation can be easily
detected by the neighbours.

The rebellion that shook Mexico

Virginia's husband is a high
level civil-servant in the pow-
erful Mexican bureaucracy. He
told me that Commandarnte
Marcos has post-graduate edu-
cation, worked as a journalist
and judged from his writing he
could be a sociologist. | could
not avoid reminding them that
Guzman. the now imprisoned
leader of the Shining Path of

The proposal made by Mr
Kabir should, therefore, be
given serious consideration by
the government to save the ex-
isting buildings from collaps-
ing due to deep digging for
high rise buildings.

Abu Ahmed
49 Shajyahﬂnpur, Dhaka

Jamuna

Multipurpose Bridge

Sir, It is disquieting to note
that some persons are de-
manding to change the name
of Jamuna Bridge. The name of
the bridge has been kept after
the name of the mighty
Jamuna river. The Jamuna
river is associated with our
culture and tradition. The
name is well understood, well
known and familiar to all peo-
ple at home and abroad. The
name Is very much there in
our folklore, literature, poems
and songs.

All the agreements and
contracts have been signed
keeping the name as Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge. The le-
vies were collected from all in
the name of Jamuna. All donor
countries and agencies have
accepted the name.

The river has been flowing
since long before the birth of
the eminent personalities. As
such the name of the bridge
cannot be changed. The people
who are demanding for change
of the name are simply doing
the same to delay the work of
construction. It is not under-

stood as to why the change of
name has become essential be-
fore starting of the construc-
tion work. The development
work of the country will seri-
ously be hampered if minor
things or sentiments are
raised before starting of any
important work.

The Jamuna river is associ-
ated with our life. The "poet
says the river sings "Man will
come, man will go. but [ will
go on for ever”. The river
Jamuna will flow forever. The
name of the bridge should in-
variably remain as the Jamuna
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comparison between Marcos
and Guzman did not make my
hosts particularly happy.
Virginia pointed out that some
time ago when the Zapatista
guerrillas kidnapped one of
the former Governors of that
region they treated him well in
captivity and he was later re-
turned unharmed — some
thing that is uni ble with
the Shining Path who would

Multipurpose Bridge. The
English Channel has not been
named after anybody. We will
rather undermine the impor-
tance of a mighty river like
Jamuna if we change the
name. There must not be any
compromise in this matter.

The people, the great major-
ity of them, will also not ac-

cept any change of name.

Sir, "Washington Post"
threw US VP Agnews and
President Nixom out of Oval.
"Kualalumpur Express” closed
Bangladesh embassy in Brunei
as its envoy, an ex-BCCI officer,
son-in-law of Ershad's minis-
ter, rode a bullet-proof 6-door
cadillac — the headline was
"Costliest auto from poorest
country." "London Observer"
changed Bangladeshi mood on
Ershad with headline "Ershad,
his kickback, graft bonanza top
in Asia, miracle child, richest
President in poorest country”.
Tabloid topsy-turvied Bucking-
ham Palace while "London
Times" forced many ministers
to quit because of being
accessory to spies and extra
marital forays with damsels.
"Yuri Shimbun,” 'Asahi Shim-
bun,” "Tokyo Sakura (Sun-
rise)” changed MPs several
times because of corruption.
"Rome Chronicle” broke
cabinets on rent seeking
flushes. "Bangkok Post" ra-
tioned energy. water for bath
houses and forced "AIDS
tested” ID card by a US FACP
for glamour girls. "South China
Morning News"™ in Kowlgon,
Hong Kong openly disclosed
deficiencies, corruption of
Chief Secretary. 'Statesman” of
India forced FM Dr Monmohan
Singh to resign on stock ex-
change scam... and many more.
And here a Bangla news editor
was arrested as he just elabo-
rated on an upstart.

Ghulam Murshid
Dihakon

chop him into small pieces.

I had to mention
Archbishop Samuel Ruiz's role
in the process of negotiation

between the rebels and the
government. ! quoted
Archbishop Ruiz : "l oppose

the neo-liberal modernization
of the economy, not as a politi-
cal gesture, but because the
capitalist, global economy is
dehu to
Indians.” My Mexican

were not much thrilled by lib-
eration theology. But they sad :
“look what the Chiapas want,
they want democracy, equality
and justice.” The ideals of the
French Revolution still rever-
berate in the highlands of
Mexico. When | mentioned to
them the new Asian thinking
on drpm-t. especially the
idea of "capitalism with a hu-
mt.:d face” they were all ex-
cited.

In the conference, some
younger Mexican historians

and anthropologists of UNAM

waxed eloquently on

America would suppert it on
Kashmir. There. cannot be any
on

permanent solution

|
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arm or jrresponsible state
ments from W do not
spoil the picture, Rao's visit
could well be for sus-
tained rela

Aztec human sacrifices in the

context of their c

where human, nature and god
were all interconnected into a
cosmic unity which gave them

a sense of coherence. The

Spanish replaced that cosmol-
ogy by a human-centered

world-view where nature was
unimportant and gods were

impersonal, distant. The new

cosmology replaced the old
one and made it look
primitive.

In the late 1930s, President

Cardenas spoke of the need to

Mexicanize the Indians with-

out forgetting to respect their
past, now the new generation
of Mexican intellectuals would,
perhaps, mind Indianize
their

unity, the fusion of the local

and the foreign is the beauty of

Mexico.

The author teaches at the
Department of Sociology.

University of Singapore.
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Administration and
Political Stalemate
Alif Zabr

The administration of the

Iﬂ-ycar old people's govern-

ment is struggling heroically
but rather hopelessly to lick

the social problems released
and generated after the 9-year
autocratic rule. To add to the
misery, the political opposition
is in no mood to lend a helping
hand to contain the evil forces.

They are apparently out to skin
alive the party in power, in a
holier-than-thou-attitude,
laced with mega-pills of super
patriotic gestures (not possible
for the others to conceive, imi-
tate or developl!).

Opportunism is a timely and
1 weapon in the politi-

cal arsenal. But should it be at
the expense of national objec-
tives? The sustained antics of
the opposition have reached a
peak of drumbeating, with
storm-warning signals of on-
stop kalbaishakhis. There ap-
pears to be a deliberate and
calculated move to create in-
stability by trying to bring
down the party in power, fully
realizing the present historical
circumstances. This political
wisdom of the party (with a
record of two decades in the
wilderness) is supposed to
take the country forward. The
dev ent efforts are being
completely ignored and sought
to be stalled, and the elec-
torate are encouraged to be-
lileve in gloomy forecasts.
Thanks to influence peddlers,
Bangladesh has still to see the
silver cloud.

Pessimism, in politics, or in
life, does not pay. What the
people are witnessing are
partisan tactics one step above
pessimismm — right or wrong:
the ruling party are wrong all
the time. Perfection is de-
manded when the critics can-
not deliver it themselves (even
theoretically, not to speak of
practically) had they been in
power. The weakness of an en-
vironment is hailed as the
weakness of a party. The pre-
vailing system is inherited by
the new rulers. hence it cuts
no ice to wholly blame the new
inheritors. The weaknesses of
the ruling party are being de-
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liberately mixed up with and
confused with the prevailing
situation in the country. The
oppositions’ contention is that
most of the present ills are
created by the rulers. Some,
not all. Making t is
not a sign of credibility. In a
multi-party system. the pres-
ence of other believers must
be conceded.

The valuable time of the rul-
ing party is being wasted by
forcing it to defend itself pub-
licly, resulting in mud-slinging
bouts as witnessed by the be-
mused masses,

The ruling party, in three
years of governance, has fared
poorly in tackling the various
social and gther problems un-
leashed since the last general
elections. There are a tly
signs of helplessness and lack
of direction in rising to the
magnitude of the task. The
half-hearted actions (mostly
non-actions) have not gener-
ated a deal of public con-
fidence, and the day by day
improvement is slow and unin-
s .
The list can be easily re-
produced : campus violence
and closures, institutional cor-
ruption, the indisci-
pline, indifference to law and
order, absence of enforce-
ments, the cult of violence in
all layers of the society. The
indifference of the anonymoug
bureaucracy and the ineptitude
of the sector corporations and
the public sector are contin-
ued reminders of the bottom-
less-basket image.

The cabinet changes are

still awaited. The cryptic si-
lence of the Prime Minister on
the major issues is to
say the least (compare how vo-
cal are the heads In other
countries). The sense of ur-
gency is missing. People like
to see action every day, even if
the results are not promising
(a psychological factor]. Dy-
namic action gives the im-

pression that something is be-
ing done. It is better than si-

lence and noises of platitude.
The mud-people wish to see
bricks of development.

like

And_this




