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Price hike of |
inputs, farmers |
badly suffer

From Our Correspondent
BRAHMANBARIA, May 11; ‘

Farmers of the district have
been facifig manifold problems
due to price hike of necessary
inputs like seed, fertilizer,
Most of the farmers depend
on loans for cultivation. But
they are not getting bank loans
on easy terms. As such farmers
are to take loans from greedy
money lenders at high rates of
interest to till their lands.
Exploiting the situation the
local money-lenders are doing
brisk business by giving loans
at high rates of interest against
the growing crops on the field.
Later the farmers are being
compelled to sell their crops
to the money lenders at nom-
inal rates as they fail to pay the
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CHANDPUR, May 11: Taka
three hundred crore Meghna

survey report sponsored by

- Bangladesh Water Develop-

ment Board could not be im-
ted due to shortage of

and initiatives.
Bangladesh Water Develop-
ment Board (BWDB) had un-
dertaken a scheme to conduct
survey on the ero-

sion of the river Meghna at a

From Our Curreapéndent

map).
Experts studied the effects

of waves hitting the river em-
bankments during peak sea-
sons when Meghna water level
increases. They also conducted
experiments on how to solve
the problems.

Following detail studies, the
committee had submitted a

survey report on the findings
of Meghna erosion. Solutions

preparing such project to im-
plement the work. Besides,
the construction of few more
major embankments were ‘also
proposed by the committee
along ‘the river from Bhairab

Bagar point to Chandpur point.
- The work of the project,

aﬂpmved by the BWDB, at
6

andpur point was supposed
to be started during this cur-
rent season. However, it is un-
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cost of Tk temr crore. The were proposed which included derstood that the work could
Board formed a committee construction of a huge em- - not be started (first phase
named “"Meghna Survey” bankment along Chandpur  work] largely due to f'l.ll:ld

from Bhairab Bazar point to
Chandpur. (as shown in the

river port to save the town
from continuous erosion.

An estimated cost, of Tk
300 crore was agreed by the
committee members to cover
the embankment construction
cost. This proposal was for-

warded- to the Bangladesh Wa-

ter Development Board for -

Meanwhile, continuous ero-
sion by the river Meghna at
different points has started to
engulf fresh areas of land along
the river. The river port of_
Chandpur, a famous port, is
also threatened by the erosion

of mighty Meghna river,

‘Seeds kept in godowns in Jamalpur
BADC playing leading role in|
short supply of jute seeds

JAMALPUR, May 11: The
target of jute cultivation in all
the seven thanas of the district
may not be achieved during
the current season for want at
seeds.

According to reliable
sources, Bangladesh Agricul-
tural Development Cerporation
(BADC) preserves seeds in its
godowns to supply among the
growers in all the seven thanas
of the district.

About 50,000 acres at land

“The thanas are: Sarishabari,
Dewanganj. Bakshiganj,
Madarganj, Melandah, [slam-
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From Our correspondent

greater interest of the country.
Farmers said, one kg of jute
seed at Tk 40.00 to 60
in different hats and bazars
whereas, BADC rate of per kg
seeds at fixed Tk 27.50 only.

Tolls at higher
rate realised

The buyers and sellers of
the hats and Hazars in the dis-
trict have been suffering much
for the collection of tolls at
higher rate by the lease-hold-
ers, it is alleged.

The lease-holders realise
tolls at inflated rates in fla-
grant viclating the official
orders in the hats and bazars
of Dewanganj, Melandah,
Madarganj, Bakshiganj and

sadar thanas. While collecting
the tolls official chart mention-

ing rates of tolls for articles is
not shown at all anywhere, it is
alleged.

Tolls are realised according
to the whims of the lease-

holders. No receipts are given

ainst these realisations
h often leads to row and
even scuffles.

Local people alléged that
though tolls are supposed to be
realised on fixed days the
lease-holders realise the same
on all the seven days of the
week at enhanced rates.

it is widely complained that
toll is realised every day but
nothing is done for the im-
provement at the hats and

Ll
;

Local people urged the con-
cerned authorities to look into
the matter and take steps
against the dishonest lease-
holders without further delay.

Cattle-disease
breaks out

About 500 cattlehead died
and 10,000 other have been
attacked in all seven thanas of
the district during the last six
month, according to an unoffi-
cial source,

The affected thanas are:
Sadar, Sarishabari, Melandah,
Dewanganj, Bakshiganj,

j and Islampur,

Cattle diseases locally
known as Khuragolafula, and
"Bugar Sua®" have broken out
alarmingly in the said thanas
causing grave concern among
the farmers.

Vv said, the diseases
affect the throat and mouth of
the cattle milch cows and
calves are worst victims of the
diseases. Shortage of necessary
medicines in the local markets
for the (reatment are the
worst sufferers as they cannot
purchase cattlehead to plough
their lands.

Local people urged the con-
cerned authority to take
proper siteps to check the
outbreak of the cattle diseases
and come forward with short
term loan for the affected
farmers to enable them to pur-
chase cattlehead on an emer-

| to complete road
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National
BWDB approves project .

Tk 300 cr Meghna embankment|
project not yet implemented |

b

Engineers asked

improvement

work 1n two yrs

SIRAJGANJ, May 11:
Communications Minister Oli .
Ahmad has directed the engi-
neers and the concerned au-
thority to complete the mas-
sive road improvement works
in the northern districts in
two years in place of three
years, reports BSS.

The directive came when
the minister was inspecting
the construction of the Road
Improvement Project (RIP) on |
Sunday now being imple-
mented at a cost of about 325
crore Taka. 'Local MP
Qumruddin Yahia Khan Majlish
was with the minister,

The project is aiming at -
widening and raising of over
148 km of national highways
from Peerganj to Rangpur,
Ullapara to Nagarbari and
Kashinathpur to Shurdi via
Pabna.

The project. being imple-
mented under seven contracts.
When completed, the highways
will elevated to intermational
standard with a width of 40
feet including 24 feet blact-
top. Besides, bridges and cul-
verts on these roads are being
rehabilitated.

The communications minis-

These children are supposed to attend schools but instead they are found working
labourers like in this brick manufacturing factory in Noakhali district.

The ﬁliiu 5\‘3:'-;9! .

ter was apprised that during
the last eight months since the
commencement of works in
June '93 about 30 per cent
progress had been achieved.
He directed the executing
agencies to augment the pace
of construction works so that
it could be completed in two
years against the stipulated
period of three years. -

The project, as part of more
than 500 crore Taka compre-
hensive project for the im-
provement of roads in the .
northern districts will directly
benefit the people of Pabna,
Sirajganj, Rangpur and
Dinajpur districts.

. Police foils
dacoity attempt

JHENIDAH, May 11: Police
foiled a bus dacoity attempt
and arrested three alleged da-
coits in Kaliganj thana of the
district on Sunday, reports
UNB.

Police said, a gang of da-
coits stopped a Khulna-bound
night coach and a truck by
raising barricade on Jhenidah-
Jessore road in the early hours
of the day.

The dacoits started

valuables of the :
and the truck. In the mean-
time, a squad of patrol police
arrived at the scene. Sensing
the police presence most of
the dacoits to escape
the scené but police caught
Abdul Manna red handed.

Later, police also nabbed

two of his accomplices on the
basis of his confessional state-
merd.
A potato trader. Ayub
Hossain and the truck driver
received stab injuries by the
dacoits during dacoity.

One gets hife-term
for murder in
Chittagong

CHITTAGONG. May 11:The
Third Additional District and
Sessions Judge here Mofizul
Islam, yesterday awarded life
term to one Zahirul Huq and
fined him Taka five thousand
in default to suffer another six
months. on charge of murder,

!‘Fpﬂl:'tl BSS.

- The judge acquitted two
persons as charges against
them could not be proved.

. The prnl-c;:ullnn story is
that accused Zahirul Hug,
Nazrul Islam and Muhammad
Hashem exploded crackers
and seriously injured Nurul
Absar, a shop assistant at
Katalagonj on March 9, 1988,
with a view to away
cash from him. Nurul Absar
died at the medical college

hospital.
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