OLITICAL turmell or
even persistent turmoil
in new or vintage de-

@he Baily Star mlieo;d to Build Political Institutions

- atmosphere

_indication of the

‘that in other districts. But the cumulative effects

- of looms is indeed

/1 Wor

government had the power to somehow complete
it. No good could come out of trying to that
two hundred thousand teachers were paid
for nothing — examinations, not to ordi-
nary daily class teaching, could be held com-
pletely without them. That was a foolish thing for |
the rnment to embark on.
~ It is not Comilla alone that is spoiling the min-
ister's put-up of a valiant show. The Liaison
Committee of the striking teachers havé been
crying hoarse in denouncing the LEt;vmgs; on in the
name of exams. They accuse ‘that even peons
and bearers have been placed to work as
invigilators and that there is a collapse in the 1
maﬂmmt of the examination centres. While it
would be unreasonable to dismiss the tions
as some exercise in motivated untruth, the non-
san national press has recorded that primary
eachers, replacing the striking high school
teachers as invigilators, were proving quite
inadequate for the job all over the country. iE‘hat
coupled with the absence of centre inspection
has led to mpykgnn a very vast scale. The lax
in the centres has given rise to
interesting cases of violation of the exams such as
taking away blank answer scrigts to home to
write them out there (Gaurnadi and Mehen-
diganj) to a violent mob attack on a Netrokona
cent;:d in which 12 including a magistrate were
injured.
]'Ihnuaands of examinees have already been ex-
lled from centres spread throughout the na-
on. Absence from the examination halls of
renowned, recognised and respected teachers
has no doubt spurred the m% mentality to
making a field day of the whole :
government and tnc‘ll?‘eld the naﬁ?in was
very painfully ﬂncﬂ.l?g thro a trial and error
prlt;-yccsa. a way out of the menace-of co . The
education managers’ obsession with copying gave
birth to the demon that eats up education —
namely the objective type questions and their
bank. In the wake came coac ceptres and
school teachers ‘practising’ education’ at homie
rather than teaching in the classroom. A billion
Taka business was to bleed the poor par-
ents dry — all to beat copying. :
Now back to co we go with a . How
much time will it take to rein in the pran-
cing copy-horse? The strike would end, very soon
for very com reasons, and teachers wo-
uld back to their classes what wouldn't so
readily go back to normal is the temper of
education. i ‘

The Looming Threat

The closure of as man a?d 2&51200{11013111_ s last
year in just one district shou ag enough
gellght of the country’'s weavers.
In fact, this number of closed looms in Sirajganj

to

District may look somewhat inflated compare

the government’'s wrong policy, lack of capital
gld the clandestine tratlnc; into the local
market of clothes have been too stro
for the weavers to stay competitive. In their dea
throes for a long time, the looms have finally gone
- i

velopment
‘ter of inecreasing social ser-

out of tion en masse.

Not surprisingly, the early sign was quite clear. |
Over the last ten years, the weavers out
the country have been facing a diminishing

- prospect, this ‘in the northern dis-

During

tricts alone about 47,000 looms have been forced

to shut down. Other parts of the country are not .
expected to present any different picture. If the

process continues, there is no knowing where
the weavers will end up ultimately. Currently,
however, the signal looks quite ominous for t.hjs-i
- The sheer size of the population turning
un with the closure of the vast number
tening. If on an average
four people are g for a loom, about two
lakh people have fo themselves out of em-
ployment in the northern districts during the

period under scrutiny. In the whole country this |

number is going to be qluite a substantial on
of the total population. If the number of de- I
pendents is n into account, we know what a

'severe economic repercussion it will have on the

closed society of rural B: desh.

When the emphasis ought to be on the creation
of jobs in villages and on the revam of
the existing ones, the government seems to have

failed to grasp the import of such a development.
Weavers or farmers going out of work surely
bodes ill for the entire country. They are still the

need no

budget and major reform bills

such as: income tax reform
bill, ie untouched in the Ja-
panese parliament. And, since
the past flve decades, [tallan
governments have been the
most unstable and turbulent.
Itali's newly elected Berlus-
coni is yet to be sworn in as
the prime minister despite his

Towards

HE Picture of Bangla
desh in terms of Human
Development parameters
calls for a readjustment of the
present role of Civil Service.
The civil servants are to play a
new role to meet the
challenges of high population
growth rate, low literacy rate,
high infant mortality rate, low
nutrition status of children and
women, low rate of
employment. In fact, the civil
servants of today have to
develop a new professionalism
to grow capability to meet
these new challenges. :
.Normal professionalism
asks how can the control of
governmental machinery be
straightened to ensure proper
implementation of centrally
(top-down approach] deter-
mined development plans.

Whereas the new professional-

| ism asks how the conditions of

people particularly the poor
and disadvantaged can be im-
proved gnd how their status
can be Taise, Normal profes-
sionalism deals with social de-
as a mat-

vices (health, education etc.)
budgets and strengthening the
existing social services deliv-
ery mechanisms; new profes-
sionalism is equally concerned
with the social needs — but it
considers empowerment as
the central issue of social de-
velopment. The new profes-
sionalism seeks to motivate
the civil servants to help the
poor and the powerless as di-
rectly as possible — to help
them organize, to drag them

| out of the ugly clutches of

poverty and powerlessness. As
David Korten puts it, "Normal

professionalism assumes the
government is the lead actor
in every significant develop-
ment action. New professional-
ism looks to the government
more as an enabler”, the role
of which is to encourage the
poor people to take the lead
through capacity-building.
Pro-poor Civil Service
For a modern government.
a pro-poor civil service is a
practical necessity. This en-
tails development of new
package of skills and a new
perception or outloek. With
the change in environment
and of situation and rise in the
level of people's conscious-
ness, traditional roles of bhu-
reaucracy and of politics call
for comprehensive revision.
Both administration and poli-

Lics need to have a uniform de-
velopment orientation of a new

variety as discussed above,

- 8ir, 1 was surprised to see
the following news item in the
Khaleez Times on lst May,
1994:

“INDO-BANGLA ACCORD
ON ARMY TRAINING : New
Delhi — India and Bangladesh
have agreed to enhance army-
‘to-army level cooperation,
particularly in the training

most uctive class of people. B -
_'ape-:laf et Just & tabr deal 6. thes Wk b e s PN e

i to stay in ﬂ;le.. business. Athdistnrtednfand
myopic perception has been at the root all
their prﬁems*- - 2

The distress call of the weavers can be turned
into a rallying cry for buoyancy and economic

“health if only they are allowed to enjoy an unma-
m market and some initial tal support.
. Udyog initiated by the Grameen is

to be a sterling success in this area. With
ous skill and expertise, the weavers have

Joshi. The army chief, just
back from a six-day visit to.
Bangladesh, said the armies of
the two countries were
“partners in progress and
poised to meet challenges in

It is to be noted that the
Chief of the Indigh Army Staff

wonders. Grameen Check by
‘our local weavers can match the best quality of

such material | anywhere in the world.
Yes, the | ison is in terms of texture,

‘colour and durability. This should he an eye

opener for the government. If the potential of
~our artisans be fully realised, the country
could have recorded tremendous economic suc-

Cess.

expressed “to meet challenges
in the coming century jointly™.
What did he mean by that? Has
Bangladesh indicated any de-
sire to participate in the sub-
continental defence issues
‘jointly’ with India?

We ought to take into ac-

count that such issues have se- .

rious foreign pelicy conse-
quences with friendly relations

the coming century jointly”, —
| PTI” :

repetitive cycle. AL'S repeated
boycott of parliamentary ses-
sions is no alarm and alse per-
fectly constitutional. Frequent
boycotts could well be an al-
ternative to frequent hartals.
Street agitations or parliament
boycotts may Iimmobilise and
demolish Begum Zia's govern-
ment only to bring in the same

a New Professionalism 1n the Civil

istration which so long
negaled the emergence of the
poor in the decision-making
process on the matters that
concern them is hardly suit-
able to meet the needs of the
day; there is a general feeling
that if a modern government is
to accomplish is multiple de-
velopmental goals, it has to
build a creative civil service
and develop in it a new pro-
fessionalism. In the present
context. the members of bu-
reaucracy are not only to play a
regulatory role but also a re-
sponsive role. But the question
is — how to make bureaucracy
more responsive to the people,
especially the disadvantaged
and distressed citizenry of

Bangladesh?
Basic Change

There is, therefore, a need
for a basic change in the per-
spective on the part of the
administrators and policy-
makers. But how can this new
professionalism be attained?
This can be developed by

building in them an analytical

framework so that they aré’

able to appreciate the human
development dynamics.
Training is recognised today as
one of the powerful instru-
ments of moulding the attitude
of bureaucrats or civil servants
in response to the changing
needs of the society. Thus ef-
fectiveness of the govermment
is related to the efficiency and
creativity of bureaucracy.
Training has a substantial role

to play in this regard.
Bangladesh Public
Administration Training

Centre (BPATC). the premier
seat of public administration
training in the country, is
sensitive to the developments
that are occurring inside and
beyond Bangladesh. the Centre
has been playing since 1984 an
instrumental and pro-active
role in shaping the traditional
administrative system into a
development-oriented one. It
has been acting as an agent of
change by providing new
knowledge, new information
and current technology to the
members of the civil service. It
is committed to making a kind
of bureaucracy which is flexi-
ble, adaptive and innovative. It
is helping the government in
evolving techniques and meth-
ods that facilitate effective
implementation of its micro

and macroplans. :
The® curricula of the

Centre's various training
courses are designed accord-
ing to the training needs of the.

civil servants. Course contents

e ————

amongst
region.
It 1is expected that

Bangladesh should clarify her
position for her people with

. regard to such future expecta-

tion of India.

Rear Admiral M H Khan
Former Chief of the Naval Staff
Dhaka

"Effective External
Audit‘ III"

Sir, Your post-editorial arti-
cle by Mr S B Chaudhuri —
"Effective External Audits
Help Banks Do Better" — in
May 5 issue caught my atten-
tion. While it is greed that ef-
fective audits, external or in-
ternal, will help any organisa-
tion, including banks, do bet;
tef, it is understood that ex-
ternal audit only verifies the
past records and performance
of an organisation by an out-
sider professional. In banks
and other government/semi-
government organisations,
professionals are reeruited for
its legal, engineering, medical
and- ether specialised depari-
ments. These professionals re-
port to the management and
advise the management to

the t:uuntﬂ;:s uf -thc

interventions by authoritative
governments do not provide
answers, well-being and selu-
tions. [f BKSAL was wrong. the
street agitations would have
given ample proof to the then
leadership to change ways.
Mass movements were not
militarily crushed by Banga-
bandhu and neither did he

ngs alone and to monopolise’

political power are the major
roadblocks to political and
economic and stabil-
ity. Ministerial control of TV.
radio and a section of the

by Syed Naquib Muslim

dated in view of the recom-
menflations, needs and de-
mands placed by the partici-
pants of the courses. Amorg
various learning elements, ana-
lytical skills, public policy-
formulation/analysis. tech-
nigques of budgeting decision-
making, skills of coordination,
project management tech-
niques, administrative com-
munication, and resourece
mobilisation strategies deserve
special mention. Methods such
as lecture, panel discussion,
syndicate discussion, case-
study, field trip are employed
for impartation of training.
Thrust of almost all courses
are the technology of adminis-
tration and the role of admin-
istration in development.

Removing Confusion

Today the Centre is design-
ing training programmes not
only for the government offi-
cials but also for the NGO offi-
cials who are working with the
former as equal partners of de-
velopment. The Centre works
as a ‘catalytic agent to bridge
the gulf between GOs and
NGOs that are working in the
area of poverty alleviation, dis-
aster management and child-
woman development. Through
administration of various train-
ing programmes, workshops
and seminars, BPATC is striv-
ing to remove the confusion
and misunderstanding that ex-
ist between GOs and NGOs.

The Centre is particularly
alive to the problems that im-
pede poverty alleviation pro-
cess in this country. In August
1990, the Centre organized a
three-day workshop on
"Poverty Alleviation
Programmes & Alternative
Delivery Systems” in collabora-
tion with APDC under the
purview of a regional research
project. Eight regional coun-
tries namely Nepal. India.
Thailand, Indonesia, Shri
Lanka, China, and the Phili-
ppines participated in this
project. The focus of the re-
search was on the design and
delivery of the poverty allevia-
tion programmes for the ca-
pacity building of the poor.
Another seminar entitled
"Poverty Alleviation & Land
Management” is scheduled to
be.organized this month.

Transparency
An accountable and a trans-
parent administrative system
is the common tion of

all and sundr_?.. Training con-

take timely corrective mea-
sures. Unfortunately, in most
of the banks, governments and
financial institutions, profes-
sionals are not recruited for
the posts of Chief Accountants
or Internal Auditors. These
posts are manned by bankers
/generalists under the guise of

-designations as DGM-Accounts

audit etc. %

The services of Chartered
Accountant as internal apditors
should be utilised to routinely
investigate the shortcomings
and accounting flaws and also
the delinquent accounts. The
internal auditors investigation
report may be submitted di-
rectly to the Chief Executive
and for ensuring the internal
auditors’ independence, he
may be placed. as in other

- companies, directly under the

CE. This will not only act as a
check on the employees of the
financial institutions, it will
also help to a great extent the
effective utilisation of the de-
positors’ money and will in
the long run reduce the gov-
ernment's regular instalments
of capital infusion to the na-
tionalised financial institutions.
Chartered Accountants should
therefore be recruited and

exercises are routinely ad-
dressing the issues of adminis-
trative accountability and
tran . The trainee-civil
servants however feel that un-
less elected public representa-
tives at various levels are
equally Injected with these
new values, the former will not

be able to practise what they

learn at BPATC.
The traditional ::i;dl service

is characterised by lack of’

team spirit and open commu-
nication between superordi-
nate and the subordinate, pol-
lcy-makers and bureaucrats,
specialists and generalists.

BPATC has taken up the criti-
cal task of providing a course
called Team-building and
Coordination course for field
level officers at regular inter-
vals. The field-level civil ser-
vants and elected representa-
tives take part in this training
on the same platform, discuss
multifarious problems field-
level in an open mind and cli-

mate. Confusion, econflict and

misunderstanding that remain
unresolved among the diverse
groups of development actors
are smoked out through free
exchange of views, ideas and
experiences. BPATC has the
credit of creating such a
healthy forum. However, the
number of the politicians or
elected representatives partic-
ipating in the course is very
insignificant. This reflects lack
of interest of the local level
politicians in orienta-
tion/training programmes of-
fered by the Centre. This
course which has by now taken
the shape of a workshop ad-
ministered through an unob-

trusive learning by doing ap-
proach. What is therefore

.needed is to increase the pro-

portion of representation of
the politicians so that the goals
of the course are realised. ;

Informal Coordination

Mal-coordination at various
levels is a barrier to the ac-
complishment of governmental
goals. Experience suggests that
informal coordination is often
more speedy, effective and
sustainable than the formal
one. BPATC has been able to
creaté a network of informal
coordination among the se-
nior, mid-level, entry-level of-
ficials of the government.
Officials coming from diverse
jobs, disciplines and work-
places stay together in the
same.campus, share views, in-
formation. experiences. and

tions in the accounts, finance,
internal audit and MIS de-
partments without further de-
lay.

A N A H Siddigui, FCA

52, Motijheel CA, Dhaka.

Confronting
hijackers

Sir. A news item was pub-
lished in different néwspapers
on 25th April, 94, stating that
a lady school teacheér over-
powered four hijackers single-
handedly. Undoubtedly it was
an act of extraordinary courage
and she was very lucky to
escape unhurt.

But was it very wise to con-
front s0o many miscreants
barehanded? She may have lost
her life in the debut. Life is
very precious, we should not

it by acting rashly.

Wé all want to bring culprits
to justice but we should assess
the situation and act accord-
ingly. And the society must
stand by the side of the victim
in all such situations every-
where on time to save her/him
from thé miscreants.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

E

"Politicians must Change

o4

mocracies, does not nece- . Our intelligentsia should
| Founder-Editor : Late 8. M. AM ssarily imply that Athe-nian : by Nizam Ahmad misuses peopie’s wealth for  aitack our imperfect system
‘ Fortunately, none of these one party. A free is 3 well
born democracy is at peril. inetabilitics in =4 and not only the imperfect
Dhaka, Thursday, May 12, 1994 The fact that Bangladesh afe interpreted a8  government or a new one is 4  even comsider laid system of and bal- Ilnﬁlnlpﬂﬂulw.lt
: Awami League (AL) is willfully thm“hut: ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ:;—‘r but cmmunm;:—nm?l himsell with tanks and arti- ance in a democracy. The gov- will do more if the intel
. ' st = proves strong stable democracy. we dislike this lieries Hke the successful dic- -“Hmm “d*h
dificuit Begu democracies are. democratic system then we tatorships in various countries. the passage of the indepen- short
A National Loss Pase her five year term, cannoc  , Fakistan. Nepul and Bang- are yo( l0 know what democ-  Revolutions are in 4 way 4  dent fudiciary bil in the par- .u:muuﬁ';"m”
There is nuthlnF new in question papers | ., ... o be interpreted as en- ° ladesh — the emerging capi- racyis. burst of reforms but the power - liament. Investments or a Fe- (Once the institutions are
getting circulated lor a price fore the dangering democracy as a tal markets and political de- After two or three quick Tre™Mains concentrated in the newed internatiopal confi- gound, the politicians can be
mocracies do not have estab- hands of a few and dence in can
exams of the Comilla Board. Still there is In it | practicing political sygtem lished instit and there. SUccessive national elections, therefore Bangladesh only attacked to let the system do
this time an interesting new element. In the past since 1991, it mﬁf"‘““ ment ag. Doth AL and BNP will learn to such revolutions, bloody or occur if basic institutions such s work of pulling them
the papers used to be leaked in oﬂ'—cltgt remote ) In "recent r;:rl; j"m".: il be‘“,'m":td‘ 5t 'Et adopt -wiser means to tackle Mﬁ seif H“?‘h ::"mm“ down. The AL should first build
i X Board istan, Nepal, . Japan their inter- rivairies. They disintegrate. function. 3 a strong institutional agerda
;:Itltiirr: :fnﬂpﬂrtl:rl;lﬁnmt‘hshtt ‘hat ‘tha | ihe Wikt Heuss tn Wa. thrc:lﬂ,l to dtmo;;ci t:}gn g Jonien t?:’;_t out their dif. Survival u‘;d:uﬂt order Simply speaking. lndi:-: - guch as, a free press, an inde-
[Japclsrs there were the charge of the lgwd p:': u::: Wﬂﬁﬁ b,,'Elh":“:u“un‘“f'wtmmu_ ﬁu'mumthtuhlt :.m extravagant, “I al M| “’;’""" > pendent ]“-ﬂl.l‘r- a decon-
ocal administration and not theirs. time atstve ate "ﬂ" i But, if we have a constitution However, these seemingly to preserve a term d] . . yield desired results because hﬁl dl e "“ I deregulated
first was to be out on general sale was the m":::,mtnm;_ to guide the affairs of the. disturbing political battles are mm:ﬂm: India has built in institutional m:,_.:“._
lal:Fuagt exam paper. Then came the Re n ton's rule such as. White Wa-  country. the AL's ambftion to  fair and normal so long. they  crygycigm, shifting coalitions = infrastructure. China nol.  erty etc. SAARC's SAPTA can
and the Science pa and Maths. Latest till tergate (?) and other true or pull down the ruling govern- are not fought with guns and .4 viclent demonstrations. Singapore. Taiwan, Kong e redefined as a free trading
Tuesday was the mgrlphy paper. Tens of | false media attacks on Hillary ™ent is perfectly constitu- grenades and so long some If hartals are unpopular or if  may see a outflow of Of  association instead of prefer-
h ds of these rs were in Comilla | are a test of a sound demo- ‘onal- We do lack viable insti-  breakaway military factions do  (hey disrupt plaque laying local investments if political * entsal trading. This is a diff)-
t Dlrﬁ':nﬁzd e ho?:flfeu P'IWBd S b s fakes cratic system and not a stum- tutions but it is the ruling co- not militarily intervene to grandeur, the AL will once aga- institutions do not cult task as SAARC bureaucrats
: 3 terie obstructing the function- bring in order and stability. in read the ment economic liberalisations.
hindrance to sound gov- : peo- will hardly relinquish their
ere has been so far remarkable Mty in the wnmnt. to refix the Eﬂﬁ:' ing of such institutions such would not be polit- ple’'s verdict this coming Chinese heads are threatened age-old grip on their respec-
The Education Minister leit very Con and the freedom of the free press and TV, a deregu- cally bankrupt and the voice- dation stone is no indication not controlled and Singa- crats have deep roots and wide
jecture about his intention to teach the Rty wilanes’ lated economy etc. As per the less majority reduced to abject Of economic activity. There are poreans are jailed for pre- onnections to defy and defeat ,
tﬂﬂfhm a . lesson by keem them out o Japan's tenure of succes- sh Constitution, an poverty, had the system of thousands of other political MGDF M.II'EI Iif SAARC m
this year's exam process. We had in these | sive prime ministers are re-  election will be held once a  BKSAL pulled down by street and economic re- nations ca® become truly Let these powerful institu-
columns said it wouldn't he}aw iff the gov- | cently far from what the government is brought down agitations and discontent — forms the BNP government democratic and liberal
ernment went ahead with i programme | Japanese constitution has writ- and a new one is sworn in, and  short or prolonged. Political must push through or. acquire
with the strike situation unresolved, even if the ten down. Japan's anhual in all probabilities, it is a interventionists like economic the skills and the right cabinet

formal, academic and non-aca-
situations. After the
conclusion of each course. the

each other's problems which

ultimately helps in building a
lasting coordinative

BPATC has

velopment as one of the basic
components of foundation
training curriculum. They re-
ceive both theoretical and
practical orientation on the
participatory rural develop-
ment. On return from field
work. participants are encour-
aged to take part freely in dis-
cussions on the issues of par-
ticipatory development in the
light of their practical experi-

ences. During their stay in the

campus they put in their en-
ergies, ideas in the develop-
ment work of BPATC itselfl and
also of nearby village areas.
Through these learning
strategies, the fresh recruits of
civil service are t closer
to the people, ivory-tower ad-
ministrators are brought
down-to-earth, and they are
given to understand that they
are no more the masters of
people; they are rather their
friends or partners in the de-

Service

policies and programmes for-

their revision or adjustment, if

considered necessary.
Moreover, BPATC has been
conducting syndicates, case-
studies, research projects in
senior and mid-level courses
on various policy areas of the
government or national or re-
gional issues such as reorgani-
sation, structural adjustment,
poverty alleviation, human de-
velopment, population and
family welfare, decentraliza-
tion, deregulation, market
economy, privatisation etc.
to encourage intellectual mrr '
cises but also to measure
strengths and weaknesses of
those policies or strategies and
provide helpful recommenda-
tions to the government for
improving the efficacy of its
public management system.
The writer is a member

the BCS Administration.

Pattern of Protest”

Md Moksudur Rahman

I heartily congratulate Mr
Mahbubur Rahnran, president
of the Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Commerce
and Industries for his deeply
appreciable observation "Politi-
cians must change pattern of
protest”, published in your
esteemed rnewspaper on 7th
April. This observation had
reference to programme of
'Secretariat Siege' called by
the opposition parties on that
thr Mahbubur Rahman has
correctly advised the politi-
cians to change their 'behavi-
oural pattern' "if they really
want a congenial investment
atmosphere in the country.”
He has also rightly referred to
the photograph published in a
Japanese newspaper showing
the demonstration at Dhaka
demanding for declaration of
Ahmadiya community mem-
bers as non-Muslims, as having
a negative impact on the
Japanese investors about the
investment climate in
Bangladesh.

Will the politicians pay heed
to the advice tendered in pub-
lic interest? The answer, per-
haps, is 'no’, because lust for
power and often jealousy move
them more towards such mea-
sures as to topple the govern-
ment than to the uncertain
prospect of coming to power
by following democratic
means. But the politicians
mrust remember that end does
not justify the means. The end
and the means adopted to
achieve it both must equally be
justified vis-a-vis the rules of
law and morality.

The programme of gherao
of the Secretariat was de-
signed to obstruct the gov-
ernment in the discharge of its
functions for the period of the
siege. This is undoubtedly
againsf{ public interest, apart
from the consegquences follow-
ing therefrom. The elected

t has a tenure of of-

and it should be allowed to

function for that period also in
public interest.

Some days back there was
an attempt by some leaders of

the opposition parties to justify
the siege of the Secretariat

ticipate in public )
processions peacefully and
without arms. Beth these

the right but also the duty to |
carry on its functions in the of-

of the government.
The objects of the pro-

gramme of siege of the Secre- |
tariat were said to be two: (1)
To force the go ment to
agree to hold next parliamen-
tary election under a neutral
government. The election is
two years away, and it canng} I
be done in that way without
giving a go-by to the constitu-
tional n about the Elec-
tion Commission; (2) To can-
cel Magura-2 bye-election re-
sult. The leaders of the appli-
cation parties are supposed to
know the forum established by
law for redressing the grie-
vances, if any, the
election of a member the
Parliament. The Election
Commission has become func-
tous officio after the gazette
notification of the election re-
sult.

The whole of agita-
tion is against the rule of law
and is sure to mislead the
people. After the programme
of gherao there was the call for
hartals in protest against the
consequences of the siege. The
leaders responsible for these
programmes are deliberately |
leading the country towards
chaos and not progress. Every-
thing cannot be allowed to
pass on the pretext ol demo-
cratic right.

(The writer is a former
Judge of the High Court Divi-
sion.)




