Luckless day
for DMFA

Sports Reporter

The Dhaka Metropolis Foot
ball Association (DMFA), organ
isers of the ongoing DMFA Cup
football tournament, had an-
other luckless day at the nego-
tiation table as Abahani Krira
Chakra, who had already an-
nounced their decision to stay
out of this year's meet on
grounds of gross irregularities
regarding the tournament
schedule, not only refused to
back down but added another
dimension to what they
termed a legitimate reason for
their abstention.

In a press release issued

, the Dhanmondi out-
fit, one of the superpowers of
the demestic football league,
reiterated their démand to do
away with the behind the cur-
tain string-pulling by a known
quarter which has vitiated the
atmosphere in country’'s soc-
Cer arena.

Abahani's decision might
leave the organisers with the
only option of postponing the
tournament although the
DMFA officials, who adjourned
the talks until 5 pm tomorrow,
in what seemed to be an effort
to buy some time, implied
their determination to con-
tinue with their bid to cajole
Abahani into reconsidering
their stance. However, they
made it clear that in the case
of Abahani's negative response
they might have to consider
the option of calling
off but added such a decision
wouldn't be made until tomor-
row's meeting is over.

'Div II qualifying
cricket results
~ Sports Reporter

Kurmitola Samaj Kalyan and
Agragami Sangsad won their
ve Lotus Kamal Second
Division qu matches de-
spite a short-lived heavy
downpour that interrupted the
matches at different city
venues yesterday.

At the Dhanmondi Crickct
Stadium, Mugda Cricketers
chasing a revised target of 76
runs in 15 overs due to rain,
could muster 71 runs for six
wickets.

Earlier, sent in to bat first,
iAgragami Sangsad scored a
mth: te 177 for six wickets
in stipulated 35 overs with
Mizanur Rahman hitting an ex-
cellent 52. |

His 55-ball innings included
five hits to the fence. He was
followed by Ariful Haq (31) and
Badrul. who remained not out
on 20.

In the other match of the
day at the Jagannath Hall

und Kurmitola Samaj

earned a facile seven-
wicket win over Jupiter KC.

Batting first Jupiter were
bundied out for a paltry 88 in
26.3 overs. Rana, who
retired hurt and Lebu were the
top scorers with 19 each while
Moin, who scored 11 was the
other double-digit contributor
for the losers.

Latif was the most success-
ful among the Kurmitola
bowlers finishing with an ex-
cellent analysis of 5.3-1-7-3.
Wasim and Tito claimed two
wickets each. But Tito, who
taken hammered an unbeaten
half century, gave only two
runs in his two overs.

Chasing 89 runs for victory
Kurmitola reached the target
in 20.4 overs losing three
wickets.

Opener Tito, who almost
singlehandedly guided his
team fo an easy win remained
unbeaten on 55 at the kill. His
56-ball unconquered innings
included eight boundaries and
a huge sixer.

the meet

ISLAMABAD. May
10: Pakistan's
lormer Test cap-
taln Imran Khan
has reignited the
ball- tampering
mnlrmrrnv by saying he had
used Lhe practice himself,
reports AFP.

Imran said the practice is
as old as the game itselfl and
said it was widely carried out
in England withaut anyone
ever being called a cheat.

"Ever since cricket has
been played ball-tampering
within limits has been part of
the game." Imran said in a
statement released Monday.

He added that he did not
know a seam bowler who “has
not picked the seam at some
occasion.” Imran admitted he
had occasionally tampered
with balls.

"Indeed if one looks at the
videos of all great fast bowlers
of my time every now and then
the camera would catch the
same being lifted.”

"In Australia and the West
Indies., where sub-protection
creams re- used, often bowlers
mix the cream with their
sweat on the ball,” he said.

“Lifting of the seam which
is the most common form of
ball-tampering." he said,
adding that it “has been taking
place in England without any-
one ever being called a cheat.”

He exprlssed “surprise”
that British tabloid journalists
"only discdvered” about ball-
tampering during the 1992
series between Pakistan and
England when Wasim Akram
and Waqar Younis “destroyed”
England.

it "suddenly” became the
“biggest issue” in the game
with the Pakistani bowlers ac-
cused of cheating.

“I would like the English
journalists to ask not just the
top English pace bowlers but
any renowned ones in the
world whether they have never
either lifted the seam,
scratched the ball or applied
some substance on the ball."

“Their answers as long as
they are honest will be a reve-
lation for these journalists,”
Imran said.

Imran's statement came as
British newspapers seized on a
ba]l—tampering admission by

the Pakistan star.
In an extract from an autho-

rised biography “lmran Khan".

due to be published later this
month, Imran refers to a
county match between Sussex
and Hampshire back in 1981.

“The ball was not devialing

IMRAN KHAN
at all. 1 got the 12th man to
bring on a bottle top and it
started to move around a lot.”
"l narrated the incident as
something that | considered to
be funny during a first-class
career that extended for 23
years. The incident happened
as the match was petering out,
the wicket was lifeless., and |

Aussie tour itinerary

MELBOURNE. May 10: The Australian Cricket Board

Mcmrdl thl: ball began
to swing and we bowled out
Hampshire—through the result
did not matter as both teams
were not in contention.”

Imran wrote that he was
concerned that “this solitary
incident might be taken as
something that was repeated
by me on other occasions.

“Apart from this being
completely untrue, | would

also hate this to be in exampie

to up-and-coming cricketers.
To the youngsters who look
upto me | want to say that,
during my career, | tried my
best to play the game by the
rules.

"l regret having disclosed
this one silly incident which
now is like a black spot on my
career — even though it was
narrated as a jest.”

As for lifting the seam, Im-
ran said it “part of cricket
worldwide™ and 'pnrticulnrly
prevalent in Eng‘.iand

The practice "was always
considered part of the game,
not only by the players but by
officials too, and only if
bowlers lifted the seam to such
an extent that it was sitting up
and you could hurt yourself,
would an umpire warn a
bowler.

"l never saw a bowler rep-
rimanded, or anything like it.”

Tuesday released the itinerary for the Australian team's tour

of Pakistan, reporis AP,

Australia will play three Tests in Pakistan, as well as a
triangular limited-overs series against Pakistan and South

Africa.

The Australian squad for the tour to Shri Lanka and
Pakistan has not yet been announced.

The itinerary is;

Sept 23-25: Three-day match, at Rawalpindi.

Sept 28-Oct 2: st Test., Pakistan V Australia, at Karachi.
Oct 5-9: 2nd Test, Pakistan v Australia, at Rawalpindi.
Oct 12: Australia v South Africa, at Faisalabad.

Oct 14: Pakistan v Australia, at Multan.

Oct 16; Pakistan v South Africa, at Karachi,

Oct 18: Australia v South Africa. at Gujranwala.

Oct 20: Pakistan v South Africa, at Rawalpindi.

Oct 22: Pakistan v Australia, at Rawalpindi.

Oct 24: Australia v South Africa, at Peshawar.

Oct 26; Pakistan v Australia, at Lahore.

Oct 28: Pakistan v South Africa, at Faisalabad. |

Oct 30: Final of limited-overs tournament, at Lahore.

Nov 1-56: 3rd Test, Pakistan v Australia, at Lahore.

Slckness sums Hamzah's fate

KUALA LUMPUR,
May 10: Asian
Football Confede-
ration president
Hamzah  Abu
Samah quit on

Tuesday only days he seemed
to be heading for a crushing

| defeat in a bid for re-election.

reports Reuter.

Hamzah said in a letter of
resignation to the AFC secre-
tariat that he had to undergo
treatment for a blocked coro-

nary artery.

"I have been agvised to layl
off from jobs with lots of men-

tal and physical strain,”
letter said.

Hamzah's resignation after
nearly 20 years as AFC presi-
dent clears the way for Eujtan
Ahmad Shah, a former king of
Malaysia, to be elected unop-
posed at Friday's elections.

Shah was an over whelming
favourite to beat Hamzah if the
issue had come to a vote.

Asian Football officlals said
fresh thinking was needed at
the AFC, with professional
Jootball leagues sprouting up
throughout the continent.

Shah is the president of the
Malaysian Football Association,
which runs Malaysia's newly
formed professional M-League.

With the election issue set-

the
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. drama

tled, attention is focusing on
the sometimes acrimonious
and bizarre competition be-
tween Japan and Korea to host
the World Cap in the year
2002.

The bitter soccer rivals
could wind up as co-hosts of
the finals under a proposal be-
ing considered by FIFA, the
world soccer body.

FIFA president Joao Have-
lange and its general secretary
Sepp Blatter are arriving on
Wednesday and will talk about
the idea with the Asian Foot-
ball representatives, officials
said at the AFC's four-year
congress.

"It could be decided this
week,” said one AFC official
who did not want to be quoted.

The two countries, soccer
associations have mounted
elaborate booths at the site of
the convention centre in the

_Kuala Lumpur Hilton Hotel.

South Korean beauty
queens, outfitted in their na-
tidnal dress, roamed among
the crowd, handing out sou-
venirs, the Japanese have de-
ployed former Manchéster
United star Bobby Charlton to
buttomhole delegates. '

"It's like watchmg a soap
opera,” said the AFC official.
"When the Koreans put on a

live music show, the Japanese
turned up the volume of their
video presentation.”

Havelange, who has said he
wants to stage the 2002 finals
in Asia, has also floated the
idea of the finals to
32 teams from 24.

In January. South Korea
said they wanted to cohost the
finals with communist North
Korea with whom they have
been technically at war since
the 1950-53 conflict.

"Hosting the World Cup is a
turning point in the unification

- of the North and South,” said a
- Korean official at the conven-

tion. "It would not be the
same if we had to cohost -with

Japan."

The Japan-Korea battle has
spilled over into the race for
the Asian vice presidential
sport on the FIFA board.

Chung ‘Mong Joon, son of
the Hyundal heavy industries
chairman, is vying with Tadao
Murata of Japan for the post.
Also contending for the job are
Kuwait's Sheikh Ahmad Fahad
— the son of the former
Olympic Council of Asia chief
who was killed during the
Iraqi invasion — and Muham-
mad Hammam Al- A]:-dullah of

Qatar,

~ CRYPTOQUIP
QAFNUCATFCE EXCHH:
ECHWOACK'H LQHWACHH
WH DNAOWADO L Z N
FDKCNE

Yesterday's Cr;rptoq

p: ANIMAL TRAINER AS-

'SURED US THAT THE MILD, GENTLE APE IS NO

GORE-ILLA.

' Today’s Cryptqf;g!p clue: A equals N

'ﬁuCryp

toquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. if you think that X equals O, it

will

equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error. .

Sport
|Imran keeps fannmg embers|

Saifuddin leiu of BTMC,
Rubul Kuddus of Dhaka Uni-
versity, Abdullah of Dhaka
Metropolis, Khorshed Alam of
Panchagarh, Zahid C
of Manikganj and Mohon
Chowdhury of Mymensingh
were the other six players
leading the table with full
three points.

Ziaur Rahman and Tah-
midur Rahman of B
Biman with six other
players, shared the second
spot with two and a half points

Overtures for
superstars

TOKYO, May 10: Japanese
soccer's governing body is call-

ing on the country's immigra-
tion authorities to allow dis-

graced Argentine stars Diego

Maradona and Claudio Caniggia
to play in a three-nation tour-
nament here later this month,
reports Reuler.

Tournament organisers said
on Tuesday that the Japan

Soccer Association was appeal-
ing to the ministries con-
cerned to issue entry visas to
Maradona and

The two players, who have
both served bans from the
sport recently because of co-
caine abuse, are in a 23-man
Argentina squad for World Cup
warm-up matches.

Japan takes a strict attitude
towards foreigners who abuse
drugs and in the past has re-
fused visas to people with
records of drug offences.

Foreign Ministry officials
declined to comment on the
issue of entry permission for
the two players, who were
scheduled to take part in the
Kirin Cup tournament starting
on May 22

“We are waiting for a reply
(from the authorities) on the
two players. But we are wor-
ried they could make a final
decision at the very last
minute,” a tournament official
said. '

+ Argentina will play Japan in
Hiroshima on May 22 and
France in Kobe on May 26.

Aussie Olympians
get cash boost

CANBERRA, May 10: The
Australian government an-
nounced Tuesday it will give
135 million Australian dollars

-(24.5 million US) to help train

the country’s athletes for the
2000 Olympic Games to be
hosted by Sydney, reports AFP.

The Olympics cash was an-
nounced by treasurer Ralph
Willis in his 1994-95 budget
speech here.

Starting with 20 million
dollars in Tuesday's budget,
the allocation will rise to 25
million dollars a year from
1997-98 to the Games them-
selves.

The money is in addition to
52 million dollars the Aus-
tralian Olympic committee has
pledged to raise to help po-
tential team members get ex-
perience in international com-
petition.

As host of the 2000 Games,
Australia automatically qualifies
for sports in which it has not
yet competed at Olympic level,
including volleyball and hand-
ball. ~

"Our aid is to ensure that
we are as competitive as pos-
sible in the sports on the Syd-
ney Gl]rmpin programme,” he
said. Since the port city was
awarded the Games by the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee in September, sporting of-
ficlals have stressed the need
for a long-term commitment
from government and business

"to help train in the Australian

national team for the Games.

WTA’s top 20

ST PETERSBURG, Florida,
May 10: Leading women's ran-

kings issued by the WTA Tour

on Monday:

1. Steffi Graf [Gf:rma.nyil

2. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario
(Spain)

3. Conchita Martinez (Spa-
in)

4. Martina Navratilova (US)

5. Jana Novotna (Czechos-
lovakia)

6’ Gabriela Sabatini (Argen-
tina)

7. Kimiko Date (Japan)

8. Mary Joe Fernandez (US)

9. Natalia Zvereva (Belarus)

10. Lindsay Daenport (US)

11. Anke Huber (Germany) .

12. Mary Pierce (France)

13. Magdalena Maleeva (Bul-
garia)

14. Zina Garrison Jackson
(US)

15. Helena Sukova (Czech
Republic)

16. Sabine Hack (Germany)

17. Sabine Appelmans
(Belgium)

18. Amanda Coetzer (South
Africa)

19. Nathalie Tauziat (Fran-
ce)

20.

pan)

Naoko Swamatsu (Ja-

|
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Zealand cricket

bowlers

occasional
Hayhurst and Mark Lathwell.

Pakistan leg-spinner
Mushtaqg Ahmed, whose speil
of five wickets for eight runs in
34 balls had accelerated New

innings while England pace-
man Andy Caddick was used

é

However, Crowe's hundred,
following his first innings of
56, at least showed the knee
trouble he has been s
to overcome for the last six
months has apparently not af-
fected his batting.

Howarth said: "With him in
the side we have a much more
solid look and he's obviously a

e _—

mimpoﬂmtmmt:rafmu

HtIllil:ll‘tllEl.lt-’lth

himself now, having scored
some runs, because he did
have some self-doubt about his
mmmm—m‘mu-
month lay-off and his knee

MARTIN CR(}WE 102 n.o.

‘But overall we have not
played very well in this match.
our bowling has been hit by

injury and | just hope that our
first innings batting display

makes our players realise that
certain things have to start
sinking in."

With the two one-day
matches against England being
played next week K the New
Zealanders are hoping pace
bowlers Danny Morrison and
Dion Nash can play in the
three-day match against mid-
diesex starting on Thursday.

Morrison has not played on
tour so far because of groin in-
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jury. while Nash has been suf

fering from a side strain.
There is also a cloud over

seamer Simon Doull's tour fu-

ture because he has a shoulder 1

problem.

Scoreboard on the third
and final day of the cricket
maich between Somerset and
New Zealand on Monday:
SOMERSET: First innings
36 4-8 declared [R. Turner
lﬂnlnntmlt,ﬁ.HuMH,
Fletcher 51)

s (Overnight 131- 1.’.

Young C Turner b Van Troost 5
Pocock ¢ Trump b Rose 61
Crowe Ibw b Rose

182

Fall of wickets: 1-13: 2-141;
3-146; 4-162; 5-163; 6-168;
7-173: 8-173: 9-174.

Crowe not out 102
Fleming b Hayhurst 6
Gre tbatch not out 44
Extras: (Ib-3) 3
Tut:‘r two wickets) 247

of wickets: 1-95, 2-129
Bowting; O M R W
Caddick 6 1 166 0O
VanTroost 5 1 13 ‘0
Mushtaq 11 4 38 0
Rose ' 0 2 0
Trump 16 2 78 0
Hayhurst 10 1 47 2
Lathwell 5 2 3, 0

LONDON, May 10:
Brian Lara, who is
scoring runs in
Bradmanesque
proportions and
. al an average to
malich, stroked his third con-
secultive county championship
century for Warwickshire on
Monday, reports Reuter.

The West Indian, holder of
the world record Test score of
375, made an unbeaten 120
against Leicestershire to follow
his first innings of 106 as his
adopted county forced a draw
on the fourth and last day at
Edgbaston.

Left-hander Lara, playi
his first season in the
domestic game, marked his
Warwickshire debut by scoring
147 in the championship
match against Glamorgan.

With his 375 against Eng-
land in the fifth and final Test
in Antigua last month, it
brought Lara's aggregate in his
last four first-tlass innings to
748 at an average of 249.33.

The Trinidadian reached
three figures off 141 balls du-
ring his second innings against
Leicestershire and in total hit
22 boundaries, helping War-
wickshire to hold out at 206
for seven after being set 285 to
win in 57 overs.

Lara's West Indies Test
teammate Curtly Ambrose had
a burst of three wickets in 17
deliveries on his first champi-

‘'onship appearance of the sea-

son for Northamptonshire.
Fast bowler Ambrose, whose
triple sirike against Glamorgan
removed Adrian Dale, Matthew
Maynard and Steve James, fin-
ished with four for 53 but rain
thwarted Northamptonshire's

Laramcrac ]

push for victory.

Chasing a target of 301,
Glamorgan held on to draw at
89 for seven after 58 overs had
been lost to the bad weather.

Surrey, who have not won
any of the four county competi-
tions for 12 years, sustained
their impressive start to the
season as in-form England
batsman Alec Stewart steered
thg_m to a 10-wicket victory

" ) b "Fd

BRIAN LARA

over Lancashire at Old Traf-
ford.

Stewart, who added an un-
beaten 88 to his first innings
of 126, and fellow opener
Daren, Bicknell (67 not out)
surged to Surrey's target of
171 without being parted.

Russian Andrei Ehnmerkm lifts the bar to win the over-108
kg category at the European Championships in Sokolov on

May 8.
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— AFP photo |

Surrey have now won their

first two cham p mat-
ches in addition to their
opening limited overs games
in the Benson and Hedges Cup
and the Sunday league.
Essex also sealed their sec-

ond championship’ success
after overcoming dogged I'Illl

tance from Durham
Marks Saxelby (131) to -tnhy‘
10 wickets at Stockton.

Durham, luving followed on
248 behind, were dismissed
for 285, leaving Essex the
simple task of scoring 36 to
complete their win,

Peter Moore had a miatch
haul of eight catches to equal a
Sussex wick record
before their game against
Gloucestershire at Bristol
ended in a tame draw.

Lara, the first batsman to
score hundreds in each of his
first three innings for War-
wickshire, said: "This (second)
innings was a bit different to
the other centuries in that I
was concentrating for most of
the time in trying to keep the
strike and save the game.

"But it gave me more plea-
sure than the century in the
first innings.'| was then a bit
loose at times but this time I
wernt out with things planned
in my mind and was tighter.

"It's nice to be in the
record- books. There were a lot
.of expectations placed on me
after the Test record and |
‘hope I've not let people down
so far.”

STANDINGS

English county champi-
onship cricket standings after
matches on Monday (tabulate
under played, won, lost, dra-
wn, batting bonus points,
bowling bonus points, total
points):
Surrey
Essex
Leicestershire
Gloucestershire
Warwickshire
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Somerset
Warecestershire
Kent
Lancashire
Middlesex
Sussex
Yorkshire

Hall’s feat

_ WELLINGTON, May 10: New
Zealander Rob Hall on Monday
became the first Westerner to
scale Mount Everest four
limes, reports AP.

It was his first tion
on the 8 848 metre (29,028
feet)] peak since the death of
his long-time climbing partner
Gary Ball from a mountain-re-
lated lung illness last year.

Hall spoke to friends by
lelephone from the summit of
Everest on Monday night (New
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Zealand time, Tuesday in
Nepal).

He said he could see 215
miles (350km).

With the latest group of
climbers to reach Mount Ewver-
est, the number of people who
have scaled the Himalayan
peak since Sir Edmund Hillary
and Tenzing Norgay, a Sherpa,
first reached it in 1953 rose to
544



