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'Rwandan
of falling to

NAIROBI, May 10: The capi-
tal of Rwanda could be on the
verge of falling to rebels who
are pounding it with heavy ar-

tillery fire, a United Nations
official said, AP.
The offici speaking on

condition of anonymity, made
the comment on Monday when
the rebels were blasting .
the tal, with heavy

and - mortar fire.
intense small arms fire indi-
cated the rebels followed the
barrages with infantry assaults.

The ,rebels are mostly
members of the minority Tutsi
ethnic group. The government
is dominated by majority
Hutus.

One mortar round exploded
inside Kanombe camp, causing
an undermined number of ca-
sualties at the base for three
battalions of government
mﬁ:mther shell exploded on

back a relief flight en route

from Nairobi andt close the air-

port, UN spokesman Abdul

Kabia said in Kigali. The aid

flights bring food to thousands

of displaced people under UN
in the capital.

The bombardment shat-
tered a one-day lull in combat
that had brought a strange
quiet to Kigali after five days of
intense fighting in which the
rebels made substantial gains.

Fighting also was reported
raging near Ruhengeri in
northwest Rwanda and nehr
Bugesera and Kanzanze, about
15 miles (25 kms) southwest
.of he capital.

Rebels have cut the highway
between Kigali and Ru
45, miles (65 kms) from the
capital, and are advancing on
the capital despite stiff resis-
tance from government forces.

The fighting began after the

presidents of Rwanda and

capital on

the

airport tarmac on Monday,
forcing UN officials to turn

|BRIEFRY

10 killedeashmnbusmisha

Ten people were killed and 30 injured when a bus plungcd
into a deep pit in the northern Indian state of Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday, the United News of India said yesterday,

Reuter reports from Jammu.

The news agency said the death toll was likely to rise after
rescue operations ended. Ten of the injured were seriously
hurt. The bus was travelling from Panchara to Udhampur.

Storm kills 12 in West Bengal: «

least 12 people were killed when a tropical storm t:rauhed
llhnn: in India's flood-prone West Bengal state, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) said on Monday, Reuter reports from
New Delhi.

The agency said nine people were killed in coastal
Midnapore district of the eastern state — four struck by
lightning and others crushed by falling trees or crumbling
- bulldings.

Palestinian shot dead in Gaza:

Jewish settlers shot dead a Palestinian youth and soldiers
wounded at least 10 others in the Gaza Strip on Monday as
youths attacked withdrawing troops, Palestinian sources and
clinics said, Reuter reports from Gaza.

" Settlers opened fire on Palestinians throwing stones at the
settlement of Neve Dekalim, instantly killing Ahmed Ibrahim
Dabash, 16, Palestinians said, his age was earlier given
incorrectly by Palestinian sources as 14. « :

Quake claims 60 in Afghanistan:
An earthquake killed at least 60 people and injured more
than 180 others in northern Afghanistan last week, UN and
Red Cross officials said on Monday, Rl:utr.r reports from
Mazar-1-Sharif, Afghanistan.

wnnthltmlltylmvmqunoﬂhnnd&ﬁnfthe
ancient city of Balkh, some 20 km (12 miles) northwest of
the Balkh provincial capital of Mazar-I-Sharif, the officials
A survey by the UN and the International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies said nearly 1,800
homes, 180 mosques and 15 schools were destroyed. The
earthquake measured 6.0 on the international Richter scale.

Cult leader held in Tel Aviv: ro

stormed an armed stronghold in suburban Tel Aviv before
dawn Tuesday and arrested a charismatic cult leader after a

Rabbi Uzi Meshulam and followers had holed themselves
up in his house six weeks ago, armed with assault rifles.
Meshulam's small group of Jews of Yemeni origin accuse
authorities of kidnapping newborn babies from Yemeni
mothers in the 19508 and handing them out to Jewish
families of European origin.

Some of Keshulam's followers were still holed up in the
house in the town of Yehud. police Minister Moshe Shahal
told Israel army radio.

1.3 lakh Mozambicans return home:

Over 130,000 Mozambican refugees have been repatriated
home from Zimbabwe since last June. Mozambican
information agency reported on Monday. Xinua says from
Maputo.

The arrangément for the returning of the refugees was
funded by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) following the consultations between the
Mozambican and Zimbabwean governments.

Now, the Mozambican refugees in Zimbabwe are mainly
concentrated in five camps at Mozambican-Zimbabwean
border arcas. The UNHCR repatriates 1.600 to 1.900

refugees back to Mozambique every week.

Crima .:n gﬁ-liamcnt convem

the region's president warning that its drive for
independence and closer ties with Russia was under military
Crimea is a within the former Soviet re-

neighbouring Burundi, beth
Hutus, died in a suspicious

plane crash at Kigali on April
6. .

Since then, an estimated
100,000 to 200,000 people
have been killed. most of them

civilians slaughtered because of

their ethnicity, according to
the United Nations and aid
groups. About 1.3 million peo-
ple have fled their homes.

Rwanda had an estimated
population of 8.5 million peo-
ple before the fighting. About
90 per cent were Hutu and 9
per cent Tutsi.

The United States said it
would airlift 100,000 blankets
and 10,000 rolls of plastic
sheeting to Tanzania to be
used by
there. The US Defence De-
partment said Monday the
items would be flown from
storage in Turkey.

Four US Air Force C-141s
left from McGuire Air Force
Base, N.J, for Incerlik, Turkey,
to begin flying the missions, a

verge
to rebels' .

Rwandan refugees

PLO leader Yasser Arafat (L) shakes hands with Israeli President Ezer Weizman as South
l African President Nelson Mandela (C) looks on Monday.

Fcntagnn statement said. — AFP phqti
Malaysians
Opp051t10n in Nepal demands| io» ot
public Indian apology aggression

KATHMANDU, May 10: An  made the unauthorised raids.

opposition party which paral-
ysed Nepal last week with a

ge:ncml strike called on Mon-
day for Indian made film boy-
cott and wvehicle blockade to
protest against alleged Indian
meddling in the country's af-
fairs, reports Reuter.

The United People's Front
(UPF), the third biggest party
in the Himalayan kingdom, an-
nounced a 10-point protest

plan to demand a public Indian

apology for a March incident
wheén Indian police raided
homes in Kathmandu in search
of a criminal suspect.

India has apologised to the
Nepali government and
promised disciplinary action
against the policemen who

"We will carry out our pro-
grammes through persuasion,
and through lawful means,”
UPF official Baburam Bhattarai
told reporters.

' He said the plan included a
boycott from June 15 of In-
dian-made films, which are ex-
tremely popular throughout
South Asia and beyond.

Bhattarai said protesters
would also block entry of vehi-
cles with Indian licence plates
to Nepal from June 5.

Transport industry sources
said about 1,000 Indian vehi-
cles cross the border into
Nepal everyday with passen-
gers and cargo, but Nepali ve-
hicles do not have the same
direct access to India.

Transport operators and

people in the Nepali cinema
industry had promised to co-
operate, Bhagtarai said.

The agitation would only be
called off if India made a public
apology to the Nepali people
for the police raid, and
promised it would not happen
again, he added.

A general strike called by
the UPF in protest at the raid
brought normal life to a hait
last Wednesday throughout the
mountainous country.

The stoppage was also
called to protest against the
economic liberalisation poli-
cies of Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala, blaming the
government for rising prices
and shortages of electricity
and water in Kathmandu.

Hata regrets Japan's role in
Asia during WW 11

TOKYO, May 10: Prime Mi-

nister Tsutomu Hata today -

made a new but subdued apol-

ogy for the suffering inflicted

by Japan on the rest of Asia in

WerldeWas J1, in his first major '
policy speech since taking of-

fice, reports AFP.

Hata, bedeviled by the polit-
ical fallout from remarks over
Japan's militarist past by his
former justice minister last
week, told both houses of par-
liament that the imperial
army's actions had caused
"unbearable suffering.”

The head of Japan's first
minority government in 39

years also pledged to draw up
emergency plans to cope with

any sudden worsening in the
Korean crisis, caused by North
Korea's refusal to open its nu-
clear sites to inspection.

But the speech did little to
erase suspicidns améng the
opposition that the nine-
month-old ruling coalition is
bent on expahding Japan's
global role, particularly in the
military realm, loosening the
country's constitutional binds.

The ruling coalition has
suggested new laws to allow
Japan greater peacekeeping
role, including logistical sup-
port for US forces in military
action in Korea.

The Premier was to send a
personal letier to Chinese

Premier Li Peng and telephone
South Korean Président Kim
Young-Sam to express regret
over the affairs, Foreign
Minister Koji Kakizawa said.
The expression of regret,
however, was seen somewhat
restrained, compared with
straightforward "apologies” of-
fered by Hata's predecessor,
Morihiro Hosokawa, after he
took office in August,
Within the limits of its paci-
fist constitution, Japan will act
closely with the United States

and South Korea and follow

action by the United Nations in
dealing with North Korea's

suspected nuclear arms pro-
gramme. the Premier satd-_

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10:
More than 30,000 Malaysians,
led by Deputy.Premier Anwar
Ibrahim, attended a rally Mon-
day to condemn Serb aggres-
sion in Bosnia and the lack of
UN action to stop the carnage
in the war-torn country, re-
ports AFP.

The crowd at Merdeka
Stadium broke into a thunder-
ing roar when embattled
Bosnian President Alija Izetbe-
govic's message, recorded
especially for the rally, was
played over the public address
system.

~ The rally was organised hyr
the Bosnia Action Front,which
groups about 30 non-govern-
mental organisations and the

- Malaysian media.

China wants to
mediate Korean
N-dispute

SEOUL, May 10: China is
pressing ahead with efforts to
mediate the nuclear dispute
on the Korean Peninsula,

South Korean news reports
said Tuesday. reports AP.

Local television networks
and newspapers said a high-
ranking Chinese government
official met with South Korean
reporters based in Beijing on
Tuesday.

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
the Beijing government was
making diplomatic efforts to
break deadlock by mid-May, a
deadline tacitly set by the UN
International Atomic Energy

Agency.

. election in 1996, and [ wish

- Yussel,

Palestinian,
Israeli officials
talk in Gaza

GAZA CITY. occupied Gaza
Strip, May 10: Israel's chief
autonomy negotiator held
emergency talks in Gaza City
today with Palestinian police
chiefs after a week of delay in
the arrival of Arab policemen, a
correspondent reported, says
AFP.

General Amnon Sahhak,
who led the Israelis at self-rule
negotiations in Egypt. headed
a delegation including Gaza
Strip Commander General
Doron Al Mong in the meeting
at the Palestinian temporary
police headgquarters.

It was the first time Israeli
and Palestinian officials met at
the new seafront HQ and came
just hours after General Nasr
the head of the
Palestinian force, entered the
Gaza Strip under cover of
darkness.

The full lsraeli-Palestinian
liaison committee made up of
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Dog’s medal sold for
18,400 pounds

LONDON: ﬁmcdnlnﬂ:dedtuadogwhu saved Britons
buried alive in World War 1I air raids sold for 18,400 pounds
(27.500 dollars), auctioneers Sotheby's said on Mnnday re-
ports Reuter.

The Dickin medal, one of only 53 animal medals issued in
Britain, was awarded to Antis, an Alsatian who flew with his
master Czech airman Jan Bozdech in his wartime bomber.
.The medal had been expected to fetch up tn 15,000 pounds
[22 430 dollars).

After escaping German-occupied Eurnpe. Bozdech was
pneted_ to the North-West English city of Liverpool where he
and Amtis rescued four air raid survivors buried in a bombed
house. ;

Antis first slipped aboard a British bomber in 1941 after
Bozdech joined the royal air force as a gunner. The dog sub-
sequently went on seven sorties.

Antis was put to sleep in 1953. Bozdech died in 1980.

The medal was put up for auction by Bozdech's second
wife and bought by businessman and conservationist Gary-
Mainley, who says he intends to use it to raise money for ani-
mal charities,

'All attention on the first
couple just absurd’

WASHINGTON: President Clinton is urging Americans to»
defer judgement on questions about his character, contend-
ing he is the of the 'constant politics of diversion and
division and destruction,” reporis AP.

In different words, his wife is saying the same tl

“ 1 think I've been
subject to more assault than
any president,” Clinton said
Monday night at a “town-
hall meeting” in Rhode
Island. "But we'll have an

that we could just all settle
down and be Americans for
a while and work on our
problems, and then evaluate
me based on the job I do.”

Clinton was responding
to a women who asked if he
felt he was being held to a
higher standard than
previous U.S presidential
families.

The same topic was ad-
dressed by Hillary Rodham
Clinton in an interview with i .

Vanity Fair magaz:im: She called a]l lht attention focused on
the first couple * just absurd.”

‘Clinton's leadership on foreign affairs is under intense
criticism. His problems have been exacerbated with a lawsuit
by a former Arakansas state employee alleging sexual harass-
ment and the continuing saga of the real estate investment he
made in the Whitewater venture in Arkansas in 1978.

“ If you take historical precedent, no president has ever
had any of his activities before he became president invesii-
gated like this. And a lut of people came into office having
made a lot of money,” Mrs Clinton said in the interview,
which took place last month. * We came in having ‘Iﬂat money.
We came in with very little in the way of resources.’

“ We are subjected to a whole new set of standards," she .
said. “We don't have a vacation house in Maine, we don't have
a ranch in California, we don't have a cottage on the shore of
Maryland — we domt have any of those! things.™

| Climtony faced questionsifrom a frfendly: audience on a
broad spectrum of topics in the hour-long town-hall meeting
in Cranston, R.L

Work of art vanditised

LONDON: A dead sheep in a glass tank displayed as a work
of art in a London gallery was vmldalisl:d on Monday, accord-
ing to police, reports Reuter.

They said an unidentified visitor to the Serpentine Gallery
poured black ink into the formaldehyde-filled tank, which
had already been sold to a collector for 25,000 pounds
(3,380).

Sculptor Damien Hirst, whose exhibits in previous exhibi-
tions have included a rotting cow's head and a ph:kled shark,
was trying to clean the sheep late on Monday, gallery officials
said.

The exhibit was part of a controversial show organised by
Hirst which has provoked conflicting reactions from critics.

Australian model Shelley Rowson (L) receives a kiss from
Australian author Bryce Courtney (R) after being named the
1994 Penthouse Pet of the Year in Sydney on Tuesday. The

blonde 25-year old accountant will receive a new 4-wheel
drive vehicle and other prizes worth over US 20,000 dollar as
well as lucrative modelling contracts. — AFP photo

China rules out
referendum on
Tibet's future

Israch Army General "imn Tov Sama (K -Imlu s hands “-Ilh Idlt"-tuudn Cie nr:hll Li t{i al-
Atrash (L) after their press conference held on the Israeli border in Rafah on MundayF -
— AFP photo

of Ukraine., the new parliament has a majority of
m-&:mmmwm-mkamm
unite the strategic peninsula with Russia_

US seral killer | Collapse of communism in Europe creates new world order

ny exﬁcuted NEW YORK. May 10- T%F  Teenihe: behind the times, were beyond a drain on the credit markets.

fall of the Berlin Wall and the First, anything that could realisticall They should over time. along
' bey:rpecled to come about. 4 with the other OECD coun-

senior officers from both sides
for the handover of authority
also attended the talks.

tween social and economic
classes as well as a very weak
safety net for those in need of

world, has
free mark r't

successfully close the triangle

yet to prove fhat
capitalism can

was executed early Tuesday. | gurope (both East and West) cause of its internal inefficien The best that could have of political freedom, the cre-  assistance. tries, become major sources of BEL!INL;]. MFI*}F' ”:;im:;”:urf_
more than a decade after po- | paye created a new historical cies and contradictions once been achieved would have been  ation of wealth, and the fair- Until we resolve this dilem-  investment capital for the rest acted ﬂ“}ﬂ" "ﬂ;"“ I:T{mﬁed g ig_
lice dug up the makeshift reality, reports IPS modern communications and a disappointment. The reality ness of its distribution. ma, economic and political of the world. Et‘-ﬂlllﬂlﬁf*d‘-'? 13;1" e La?‘:m
graveyard under his house that Never before has the com- technology made it impossible in many cases turned oul to be It may be that this is impos-  solutions will be in difficulty in The big developing coun ';lﬂ hf‘d ':-ht Irulr:l mpalbssgiong
shocked the nation and led to | petition among the world's to continue its isolation a crushing letdown. Inflatioh sible and that the price of po- all democracies. tries — China and India, and :jl-’:" € }I[:hiith {‘ ture If Beijing
33 murder convictions, re- leading powers been concen- Second. because it leads Lo corruption. insecurity and litical freedom and the cre It seems that for political those in the former Soviel um on - :ﬂ it
ports AP. : trated on economic as opposed the easy and unproven assump humiliation have replaced the ation of wealth requires the  stability and democracy to Union and Latin America — 1E"f‘f§“w‘ :-tqiﬁFfP P
Gacy was executed by injec- | to military and re- tion that pure market econo political fear and relative eco-  sacrifice of job and income se-  flourish in the world of the must follow their own individ- F"‘“_ﬁhf‘_ ‘f:[,ﬂ'"{.d referendum
tion at the maximum- alities mies can deal with tech nomic security which charac- curity for significant parts of' 21st century, three objectives ual paths to market economies . attﬁ b the Dalad fase s
Stateville Correctional Center On the world stage today nologically-driven productivity terised communist regimes. the population. This is Reaga- have to be met. and sustained economic \rﬁ‘lm‘htr}llr!{*h for hia aplit:
at 12:58 am, said corrections | the competition is essentially growth, defence cutbacks. and The trade-off, for many, is nism and Thatcherism at its The big, developed western  growth. ting activities,” a Foreign Min-
department official Howard A | driven by economics as Wes- foreign competition, and that not self-evident. And again purist and, more or less, democracies — the United Many South-East Asian co- o amkmm;m S
Peters. tern Europe, North America. they can simultaneously pro-  there are two reasons for these describes the recent attitude  States, Canada and Western untries have d““r ""':-"d ‘:if : rFTh':r I]urﬁ“mi of holding a
China, and South-East Asia vide high levels of employment failures. (implicit rather than explicit) Europe—together with Japan cessfully. Cultural an 5 st

referendum on the

torical factors may be as im §
4 Tibet does not exist,

have to resolve the problems of
portant as economic theories

structural unemployment and

of most western government,
including the United States.

For one. the perception was he added

! . standard of of a wrong. For socialist countries . SRR
culty with the injected chemi- m‘;‘: esult of this sitzation majority of the mmd.umw in T;Imuﬂnr economic “shoek Liberals have consistently chronic budget deficits. The In determining the approach 'I"ht_ILJ'HLil ;’Hmd. rft“ﬂ;?!:::;
E*!l m” oo Quecy's body. | o the widely accepted conclu- The danger in these as- therapy’ combined with im- argued for freedom combined adequate creation of jobs with  individual countries adopt pu'i';ml :Hn [:Hr:k mq:vrﬁmt 14
sion that the colossal eco- sumptions is already visible in  mediate democratisation is in  with fairness, the result was a future is the biggest eco- towards the market economy. '“;r:rm i e, B
“There nomic and political fallure of Eastern Europe and the for- most cases a prescription for redistribution of wealth and nomic and social challenge Social and political stability ye "

had made no progress

clogging in the line. " said. communism was due to the mer Soviet Union. The ex- economic faflure and political the modern welfare stale now facing the West. . together with currency stabil-
Gacy's last words were to perfection of a Reaganesque or pectations raised by these pre- reaction . Conservatives argued for free As a result of weak eco- ity are both required to attract he Foreign M‘IIHH':A_'?
the eflect that taking his life | Thatcherite version of free- scriptions, superimposed on For another. the West, with dom and the creation of nomies and flawed fiscal po- the necessary foreign invest- spokesman reiterated that Ti-

bet was "an inalienable part of
] China"

ment and mobilise local sav-

ings

lickes, the United States and
Germany in particular are now

wealth. The result has too
often been significant gaps be

the most advanced economic
and peolitical system in the




