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Rohingya Repatriation:
A Common Concern

As ill luck would have it, it has not alwa
positive dcvelnrmcnta but snags mostly that
pushed the Roh repatriation issue on to the
centre of media attention. But lately there has oc-
curred a welcome cha in the pattern of focus
on the question. It is the humanitarian sensibili-
ties that seem to have been stirred afrcﬂl by the

been

devastation caused to the Ro camps
in Cox’s Bazar and Bandarban thc y3
clone: The UNHCR has resolved to boost the

repatriation process which has had more downs

ups.
fjoem it Yo Guess thie dachmgs S (50 TeiESr
n here to assess at
camps where 61 died and announce allocation of
25, 0 US dollars for the Fytlllune victims

t the repatriation issue in a fres

t also came to light that donors hap:::gecﬂve ledged
annth:r 12 million dollars for repatriation
"rather than on maintaining the refugees at the
camps,” as the visiting UNHCR executive
hastened to add. While the funding aspect is
important, even crucial, having re to the
staggered repatriation — and there ought to be
realistic allocations — we would like to confine
ourselves for the present to the fresh resolve
being expressed to expedite the return of the
Rohingyas to Myanmar.

This is because from 1991 when the refugees
bad come here fleeing military persecution up
until April 13 of this year, only 54 thousand
have gone back home. There are one lakh 96
thousand who still languish in the camps await-
ing repatriation.

. ermner Blatter says, much to our relief, that
the UNHCR has had “good access” to Myanmar
since February this year. Presumably heart
from this he goes on to hope that the remainder
of refugees would all be back in Myanmar by
1995. It would seem, therefore, that all the four
arties involved in the exercise the
anﬂadesh government, the refugees themselves,
anmar government and the UNHCR — are

well- ised to wrap up the repatriation process
at the earliest.

Now, the UNHCR has been working here under
an MOU signed with the Bangladesh government
which falls due for renewal on May 13. It has
been extended by upto a month to consider the
draft MOU that is before both the Bangladesh
government and the UNHCR. Werner Blatter has
made clear the UNHCR's position on this by say-

‘We can negotiate any point :xcc&t for volun-
’?amat.inn and verification of ees
CR nﬂlclals in reply to a qucstlun ut

c “excess” purportedly committed by some lo-
cal UNHCR officials, the visiting UN official

promised to take action if proofs against them
are furnished.

We are all dealing with a human problem with
a common thread of concern binding us toge-
ther to the task. That being the nature of their
involvement, ri s about technicalities and
nuances cannot be stretched
doing disservice to the cause for humanitarian
resettlement of people in their own homeland
which is so dear to the hearts of both adesh
and UNHCR. It is a call of duty for the UNHCR
and, for Bangladesh, a resource-poor country,
which has played a host to the refugees
painstakingly, the prime concern is to see

a smooth completion of the repatriation pro--
cess.

Questionable Trade

Blinded by profit motives traders sometimes
show least concern for consumers' health and
well-being and end up adulterated edible
items, or as is this case, palm oil in the
name of soyabean oil, :

Details of their misdeeds sometimes pour
into the fpress but those are nothing more than
the tip of the iceberg. One such report carried :n
a vernacular daily yesterday says t for about

last two months some traders have been passing
palm oil as soyabean oil and pocke a fabulous
sum of money in the process. Even the retailers,

actording to the report, are aware of the racket

but they have to succumb to the pressure of
the whole-sale traders. Thus the small traders
are forced to become a party to this dishonest

trade. .

However, the racke is being carned on
with impunity at the cost of the unsus
consumers. For each litre of palm oil, sol

abean oil, a consumer has to pay 'I'k50tu
whereas the same t to have cost Tk 33—
40. For the last two months the traders have sold

about an estimated one lakh ton of edible oil. This

entire amount was palm oil and passed as soy-
abean oil. We do not intend to raise the issue
hethelli §l'he is better and ﬁeialthj:r thﬂl

m o uestion we cannot help asking
l_)al‘iy should tl?c customers be so degetv:d why
they must not know what they are purchasing and
have the freedom to choose if they like to buy
palm oil at all? Even more im rtantly, why
should they pay Tk 10-12 more for each Iitne of
oil? _

The ecﬂnnmic concern is quite big because if
the estimate of one lakh ton of oil — thought
to have been consumed d the past two
months — is correct, no less than Tk 10,000,000

(one crore) in excess has been fleeced out of the

consumers’' pockets. Both government sources

and vegetab e oil refining
suppl
months; in fact, ever since the ernment
deregulated the import of soyabean oil with a
view to maintaining admatc supply in the
month of Ramadhan and TIE;J a brake on
the item's spiralling price. rs have
ceased to import any further mn-lgnment of oil
as a ton of u
price of US $640 asag'ﬂinﬂtmtnmmmc
and a half years back.

All this is understandable. But why the con-
sumers have to be cheated? The government
tarns a blind eye to'all such and mal-
practices with consumer items. Given the
records of our traders, how can this area be

ssed over with the government to de-
giQV.m-:':lﬂcnpv an effective of monitoring and con-
stant watch? The Food and Administration
in the US is responsible for determ the
ality n-f eve that is consumed by people.
e need one such establishment with wider

power and responsibilities.

too far without .

association hold that
of soyabean has virtually stopped for

soyabean oil has recorded a

ANGLADESH was a part

of Pakistan till IITI and

before that it was a part
of the of Bengal of
British its jurisprudence
is an admixture of various
influences. Most of the su-
bstantive and al laws
are codified and are by and
large based on English
Common law principles. With
regard to marriage, divorce,
inheritance and guardianship
Musiims and Hindus are
generally governed by their
respective personal religious
laws. Buddhists follow the
Hindu law. Christians are
governed by statutes enacted
during the British time. Per-
sonal religious laws in certain
matters have also been modi-
fied by statute-laws.

On April 10, 1971 by the
Proclamation of the Indepen-
dence the elected represen-
tatives
Ba resolved that they
would undertake to observe
and give effect to all duties and
obligations that devolve upon
themselves as a member of the
family of nations and to abide
by the Charter of the United
Nations.

All laws in the country take
their validity from the Consti-
tution. Part Il of the Constitu-
tion contains an elaborate list
of the fundamental principles
of state policy. Article 11 of
the Constitution lays down

| that: "The Republic shall be a

democracy in which funda-
mental human rights and free-
doms and respect for the dig-
nity and worth of the human
person shall be guaranteed......”
The principles of state policy
describe the rights relating to
individual's socio-economic
and cultural activities. They
“shall be a guide to the inter-
pretation of the Constitution
and of the other
Bangladesh and shall form the
basis of the work of the State
and of its citizens, and shall
not be judicially enforceable.”

Part-IIl of the Constitution
enumerates the fundamental
rights: equality before law:
non-discrimination on grounds
of religion, race, caste, sex,
place of birth; equality of op-
portunity of public employ-
ment; right of protection
against arrest and detention;
protection against forced
labour; protection in respect of
trial and punishment: right to
any profession and occupation;
right to practice any religion;
right to property; right to pro-
tection of home and corre-
spondence.

Article 26 provides: (1) All
existing law inconsistent with

HE recent opening of
the Channel Tunnel

known also as Eurotu-
nnel is not only rich in
symbolism but has practical

meaning going far beyond the
pomp and pageantry of the oc-
casion. It means that Britain
has ceased to be an island na-
tion and has become tied
closer to the European conti-
.nent, a thought that was sim-
ply expressed by President
Francois Mitterand when he
said to the Queen, 'we have a
land border, Madame'.

A tunnel under the Channel
was first conceived by
Napoleon, when he tried to
unite East and West Europe
under the French flag.

~ Although that effort never got

off the ground, the idea con-
tinued to march along. After
two catastrophic wars, which
left Europe in ruins, it was a
Frenchman Jean Monnet, who
conceived the idea of Unified
Europe. This called for recon-
ciling two historical adver-
saries — France and Germany.

Once the groundwork was laid
other elements fell in place.

From its first foundation ncarly

of the people of

laws of

National Jurisprudence

the provisions of this Part
shall, to the extent of such in-
consistency, become void on

the commencement of this
Constitution.
(2) The State shall not

make any low inconsistent
with any provisions of this
Part, and any law so made
shall. to the extent of such in-
consistency, be void.

(3) Nothing in this article
shall apply to any amendment
of this Constitution made un-
der Article 142.

There is a great similarity
between the fundamental
rights enumerated in Part [II
of the Constitution with the
human rights mentioned in
the United Nations Declaration
of the Human Rights 1950
and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights,
1976. There are dissimilarities
as well. Bangladesh is yet to
ratify the ICESSCR and ICCPR.

When we gave ourselves the
Constitution in 1972 we did

Minister. by order declare that
the right to move any court
for the enforcement of such of
the rights conferred by Part Il
of this Constitution as may be
specified in the order. and all
proceedings pending in any
court for the enforcement of
the right so specified, shall
remain suspended for the pe-
riod during which the Procla-
mation is in forcé or for such
shorter period as may be
specified in the order.

(2) An order made under
this article may extend to the
whole of Bangladesh or any
part thereof.

(3) Every order made under
this article shall, as soon as
may be, be laid before Parlia-
menit.

Article 33 was amended
and provisions for preventive
delention were inserted. The
followings are the safeguards:

(4) No law providing for

to cruel or inhuman or degrad-
ing punishment or treatment,
but clause (6) provided that

nothing in clause (3) or clause for human rights need to be
(5) shall affect the operation of_ ratified for application in na-

There is a great similarity between the fundamental rights enumerated in Part the

the human rights mentioned in the United Nations Declaration of the Human m 1950 and ﬂl
fmmmmmwm 1976.

not make any provision for
declaration of emergency.or
for preventive detention. This
was not surprising. The first
President. the first Prime Min-
ister, a number of cabinet
members and quite a few
members of the Constituent
Assembly suffered from pre-
ventive detention during the
Pakistan regime. Within less
than two years the Constitution
was, however, amended and
the provisions for emergency
were inserted. Articles 1418
and 141C provided for sus-

pension of fundamental rights. .

141B. While a Proclamation
of Emergency is in operation,
noting in articles 36, 37, 38,
39, 40, & 42 shall restrict the
power of the state to make any
law or to take any executive ac-
tion which the State would,
but for the provisions con-
tained in Part Il of this Con-
stitution, be competent to
make or to take, but any law so
made shall to the extent of in-
competency, cease to have ef-
fect as soon as the Proclama-
tion ceases to operate. except

as respects things done or
omitted to be done before the
law so ceases to have effect.
141C. (1) While a Proclama-
tion of Emergency is in opera-
tion, the President may, on the
written advice of the Prime

four decades ago, to the pre-
sent 12 member European
Union, it has been a long and
often bumpy road. One of the
toughest hurdles was to con-
quer the mistrust that sepa-
rated the English and the
French, much more than the
channel did.

" Britain's membership of the
European Union went through
tortuous path and De Gaulle
never showed any keenness to
get the British in nor did

preventive detention shall au-
thorise the detention of a per-
son for a period exceeding six
months unless an Advisory
Board consisting of three per-
sons, of whom two shall be
persons, who are, or have
been, or are qualified to be ap-
pointed as, Judges of the
Supreme Court and the other
shall be a person who is a se-
nior officer in the service of
the Republic, has, after afford-
ing him an opportunity of be-
ing heard in person, reported
before the expiration of the
sald period of six months that
there is, in its opinion, suffi-
clent cause for such detention.

(5) When any person is de:

tained in pursuance of an .

order made under any law
providing for preventive de-
tention, the authority making
the order shall, as soon as may
be, communicate to guch per-
son the grounds on which the
order has been made, and shall
afford him the earliest oppor-
tunity of making a representa-
tion against the order:

Provided that the authority
making any such order may
refuse to disclose facts which
such authority considers to be
against the public interest to
disclose.

(6) Parliament may be law
prescribe the procedure to be

an existing law which pre-
scribes such punishment or
procedure for trial. In our Pe-
nal Code, an law at the
time of coming into effect of
the Constitution, there are
several provisions for deéath
penalty.

The Supreme Court in
Bangladesh functions indepen-,
dently, without any let or hin-
drance from any quarter. The
appellate division of the
Supreme Court is the last
court in the country and it
hears appeals from the High
Court Division of the Supreme
Court. K can issue any order
for doing complete justice.
The High Court Division exer-
cises original jurisdiction in
writ, admiralty, company mat-
ters and hears appeals from
courts subordinate to it.

A citizen's right to equal
protection to law is not well-
matched by an adequate legal
aid system. This is mainly due
to financial constraint of the
country. In civil matters any

person, not entitled to prop--

erty worth one hundred taka,
other than the necessary
wearing apparel and the sub-
ject matter of the suit can file
a suit as a pauper. There is no
provision for stdte assistance
in criminal trial. Only an unde-
fended accused in capital pun-

by Arshad-uz Zaman

Churchill show any keennéss
to join the Europeans. In fact
the British for a while set up a
rival organisation. The success
of the experiment of united
Europe, brought Britain .and
her partners within the Euro-
pean Union. Although Euro-
pean Union is an accomplished

fact, differences of view among .

the members and particularly
Britain surface frequently. Yet

the E Union is a suc-
cess story and the proof is that
many nations of Europe — East
and West — are in the queue
for membership. There are
many more farther afield in
Africa waiting for Associate sta-
tus.

De Gaulle viewed Britain |
and the US as a world apart '

and lumped them together as
Anglo-saxons. He preferred to

TﬁeirIanagquTEVEurﬂsw{mmleuues ﬁMnymeFﬂrtanreduMstuthastﬁmsqfthe
EU and European nations, as it carrys French President Mitterrand and Prime Minister

Balladur to their rendezvous with Queen Elizabeth of England. (Right) French President Francois
Hﬁterrmldmldﬂrﬁam;sgueenﬂizahzmﬂcupthedhban 6 May, marking the opening of the
H‘endl terminus in Coquelles, during the inauguration of the Channel tunnel. At left is French

. First Lady Dnmeue Mittewnnd
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last couple of moths I have
been following with great in-
terest your write-ups over dif-
ferent .social and political js-
sues. It is indeed prnhp-—mr
thy that while our newsmen
keep silent on serious issues.

outspoken. [ particularly ap-
preciate you for the editorial

lished on May 9 issue. You very
correctly pointéd out the frre-
sponsibility of the authority
who instead of punishing the
culprits for gang-raping a girl
student took up the easiest
way of solution by merely ban-
ning the entertainment of fe-
male guests within the hall.
‘What the authority failed to
understand is that their easy

solution cannot bring back the
immense 'loss’ of the girl. 1
have no words to reproach the
criminals. They committed not

Sir I am a keen reader of
your esteemed dully for t_hg ~your courageous stand, for

you are very much vocal and

AnUnnpenkuthrtmg’pub_q

‘away; more

“only and 'unuj:.cakah!c' crime

rather an 'unpardonable' one

Uahu.

i congram]atn you again for

while the other journalists
treated the incident as a mere
common or usual news item,

- you gave so much importance

to it and wrote an editorial.
Neema Hagq,
Shanﬂmwﬂlaku.

Why not alien
services?

Sir, As we know, if water is
put on 4 slope, it always goes

" down the slope unless forced

otherwise; so people prefer
the commodities of better
qualities at lower prices. irre-
spective of its origin. That is
why people in our country
purchase the products not only
from across ‘the neighbouring
country available in local bazars
but also from the countries far-
and more such
commodities are flooding our
markets.

-

In our daily life, one can ef-
fortlessly find the ladies in for-
eign sarees, breakfast tables
adorned with the’omelettes of
alien eggs, tea sweetened by
sugar imported or routed
through illegal channels from
the other side of the border,
desserts and custards abound
in fruits from another land.
The' list may turn endless.
Common consumers do not

feel regrets because they enjoy

“the products better in quality

and cheaper in price.

Our manufacturers com-
plain that théy cannot compete
with those products because of
higher manufacturing costs.
The reasons, among others,

-are faulty machlnea proce-

dures etc. But we cannot over-
look another side of the story:
Our entrepreneurs have the
tendency to earn super-normal
profit and become rich
overnight which they strive
through cutting qualities and
charging higher prices.

Anyway, these are the
things, we are sure, our
economists and the people in-
charge of affairs are thinking
deeply. What we want is com-
fort and security of ‘_

Like the mmmndtth- the
consumers would appreciate
inflow of beneficial ex-
pertises. Perhaps, an | x of
medical professionals from
somewhere with the devotion

_ time, many of our

"able,
them could not decide about

- Hves of their

took several hours by ferry

to serve and Imuwlcdg: to
cure and prevent dlm
would be welcome.

mmlywmm_
thecuuutry'umaﬂlcalpmfu
cals and nurses) bﬁ:luu:nf
many a case of wrong diag-
noses and-treatment. MLI:
gan to operate upon without
proper investigation and later
fmmhmmumun-
arisen because of inadequate
and facilities avail-
Many a time some of

the diseases but continued to
prescribe medicines and
charge very high. For some
unknown reasons, which we
suppose bizarre, most of our
medical professionals value

patients very
poorly. They seem to be more
interested in the fees and
charges and do not consider,
whether the patients get help
and comfort or not.

Hem;t:r. many reportedly
visited neighbouring coun-
tries for medical treatments.

Their number i8 significant
and most of them, upon re-
turn, have shown satisfaction
about the cordial behaviours,
professional handling and re-
sult-oriented treatment and
proper advices as well as

tional
tlyhm.ly

cmrmtinn is to
Yormidable task of review

A coun-

urﬂty
human right

brave

a
of

international covenant or
treaty, or (ii)] by necessary
amendments in the constitu-
tion. where there is a written

cation of an international
covenant is the most conve-
nient. Incorporation of a par-
ticular human right by amend-
ing the constitution may be the
most difficult, often requiring
votes of two thirds of the total
number of members of Parlia-
. ment. Law making power of
the courts is uncertain as the
courts only act on a lis. Op-
portunities may be rare or
none by the courts to inter-
vene suo motu. Implementing
human rights by legislation will

keep them at arm's length

although he carried on his re-

sistance movement during the
Second World War against
German occupation of France
with the help mainly of the
British. Winston-Churchill had
ruefully exclaimed, of all the
crosses | have to bear this is
the heaviest'. He was referring
to the Cross of Lorraine, the
ensign of De Gaulle.

The building of the Tunnel

deep in the seabed of the
Channel is an astonishing
engineering feat which cost 15
billion US Dollars. The founda-
tion had been laid by Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher
from the British side and she
rode with the Queen the spe-

- ¢cial train from Waterloo sta-

tion. Freight services are due
to start shortly although pas-
senger services will start in au-
tumn. The distance between
Calais and Folkestone, which
will
now be covered in half an hour.

Since Britain joined the Eu-
ropean Union, she has been
progressively drawn closer to
Europe. The Eurotunnel ends
effectively what separated her
from Europe nearly 40 million

.mm.wmhﬂ

economy of expenses.

In the light of above, would
it be just a wishful thinking fo
ask the concerned authorities
to take steps to revamp the
health sector by raising the
standard of medical profes-
ing the cost at a minimum? In
this vein, the authority may

country from time to time so
‘that our people can avail of
their services at door-gteps.

In the meantime, they may
facilitate the willing patients to
avail medical treatment in the

nd,ghboimmtﬂmhyﬂr |

easy permission apd
hninuuftrlnlfﬂofmnd

This will have dual effects —
gur people will get better
treatment and competitions

will force our medical practi-
™ tioners improve their quality of
service.

The press can also help by

reporting the wrong diagnoses
and wrong treatments in the

newspapers and the follow-ups
mcludh‘tluh'-lp'm
one may seek, on one hand,
and the medical facilities avail-
able in the neighbouring coun-
tries and required estimated
expenses, on the other.

John Arun Sarkar
Dhala.

International Human Rights Law : Its Application in

depend on the willingness of
the legislature and its time

without being internation-
alised, achieved a considerable
success. The sheer cause of
justice in a particular case
may, on proper persuasion, in-
spire the court to find out a
way-out in a human right im-
broglio and grant an appropri-
ate relief without violating any
law of the national jurispru-

~ Eurotunnel Binds Britain Closer to the Continent

been free from any controversy
regarding the tunnel,

- tain it has caused serious mis-

givings. A cursory sampling of
opinion is enough to establish
the veracity of this statement.
Although the British realize

that their future is with Eu-
rope, they find it difficult to

commit themselves whole-
hertedly to it.

European Union started off
as an economic idea and so far
it has remained limited to
economic union although on an
ever scale. European

Union has so far refrained
from venturing into the politi-

cal arena. The most glaring ex-
ample is Bosnia, in the heart of
Europe, where Serbian major-

ity has inflicted on the Muslim
minority for more than two

years grievous wounds and Eu-
ropean Union has remained a
spectator.

Napoleon had conceived of

Eurotunnel as a tool for his
dream of world h

Eurotunnel, which has just
been inaugurated by the Queen
of Britain and the President of
France is designed to bind is-

land Britain closer to the Eu-

ropean continent and it does.
Good old England will never be
the same again.

Harl:nlAprilﬂ,‘Bl

r, The hartal of April 26

hﬂw“lmm
motfe ways than ope to me

since Municipal street lights at
Maghbazar-New Eskaton-
Bangla Motor were not put off
even through the scorching
sunny day. No one was there.

Electricity is generated by
buming lone natural resource
of the country f.e. natural gas.

Is not within the
top twenty gas producing
countries of the world and we
are not within the list of top
twenty gas reserve countries.

Against this backdrop —
whichever party be in power
domain — should we waste our

‘scarce resources! It reminds

me our school days Bengali
poem, “He who kindles light
during day time delightfully,
soon will not be able to light
her/his house during night-
fall.”

Let the learned authori-
ties of politics look into the
matter while city corporation
must protect the interest of
tax payers of Dhaka city leaving
aside the question of national
squandering of scarce re-
sources!

Sadiq Alee

920/ | Maghbazar
Dhakaa



