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Martina goes down fighting |

ROME, May 9:
Defending -:ham
pion Conchita
Martinez fought
off a brave chall-
enge [rom crowd
favourite Martina Navratilpva to
retain the 750,000 dollars clay
court Italian Open title in
straight sets on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

The Spanish world number
three recovered from a Ppoor
start to win 7-6 (7-5), 6-4 and
condemn the 37-year-old
Navratilova to her fourth defeat
in the Italian final — a tourna-
ment she had never won.

But Navratilova was happy
with her performance on clay
as she prepares to return to
the French Open which begins
on May 23. Winner of the
French in 1982 and 1984, she
has not played the Paris tour-
nament for six years.

"It's been a while since |
was in the final of a clay court
tournament,” said Navratilova,
winner of 18 career Grand
Slam titles. "I just didn't have
the confidence to win.

"Still, my confidence is

and France should be
fun,” she added.

"I know | can beat the best
on other surfaces and | think I
can still do it on clay too.,”
added the Czech born
American, without a title on
the red dirt since 1990.

A beaten finalist here 20
years ago, Navratilova twice
wasted set points during a fas-
cinating and fluctuating first
set which featured eight ser-
vice breaks.

Backed by the majority of
the 8,000-strong crowd, the
veteran twice squandered set
point when serving at 5-4.

the first on a relatively
easy forehand volley which she
put into the net.

"I wasn't even nervous..l
just loocked up to see where

she was and missed the shot.”
said Navratilova.

“I'd like to have that one
Navratilova broke again to
lead 6-56 with her sérvice to
come but top-seed Martinez
levelled and then took the set

on the tiebreak In 64 minutes.

The 22-year-old Spaniard
made the decisive break on a
warm day in the ninth game of
the second set and served out
for her second tournament win
of the season in one hour 52
minutes.

“It surprised me that
Martina was so aggressive. |
was very tense and did not at-

won 60,000 dollars was given a
standing ovation as she said
farewell to Rome.

“The way they cheered me
really took the sting out of de-
feat. It was as if | had won."
sald Navratilova, beaten in the
Italian final by Chris Evert in
1974 and Monica Seles in
1990,

Navratilova. winner of a

Spaniard Conchita Martmez thsplays the trophy af’l:er

beating American Martina Navratilova in the women's
final of the Italian Open in Rome on Sunday. Martinez won

76, 6-4.

tack as much as I might have
The Spaniard, who never

dropped a set all week, picked

up a 15,000 dollars winner's

cheque and appears in great

shape for the French Open.
The defeated finalist, who
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record 167 tournaments in
her career, confirmed this
‘would be her last year on the
circuit.

"I don't think I'll be back
next year. I{'s fun out there but
you don't see all the work that
goes on behind the scenes.”

/Medvedev wins German Open

HAMBURG, May
9: Andrei Medve-
dev won his
second title on
clay in tow weeks

ahead of the Fre-
nch Open later this month
when he beat his friend

Yevgeny Kafelnikov in the
German Open final on Sunday,
reporis Reuter.

Ukrainian Medvedev, who
reached the semifinals at
Roland Garros last year, added
the prestigious Hamburg title
to the Monte Carlo tournament
he won two weeks ago with a
6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 victory.

The 19-year-old Medvedev,
ranked eighth in the world,
and 20-year-old Kafelnikov
whe has risen from to 104th to
29th in lhc world !thl year,

Sampras starts
on clay

but Monday in the [talian
Open, but the world's No.l
player faces the tournament's
strongest fleld in years re-

ports AP.
Seven of the world's top 10

and 14 of the top 20
in the men's edi-

are two of the hottest ynung
properties on the circuit.

If they continue their pre
sent run of results the twe
former Soviet Union players,
who spent the week training
tngcther and played backgam-

er on the éve of the
ﬂnnl. could be household
names in the near future.

Neither player was able to
reproduce his top form in an
error-ridden final which
seemed to be affected by a
strong breeze in the north

German port.
Kafelnikov. who has earned
the nickname “Kalashnikov”,

put out top seed Michel Btt{-h
in the semifinals and big-serv-
ing third-seed Goran Ivanisevic
in the second round.

But the 10.000 crowd saw
little of the Russian's powerful

whipped forehand which
helped destroy local hern

Wrdvrdﬂr, who has shown
some superb form despite be-
ing forced to rest for two
months at the start of the year
after knee surgery, sowed the
seeds of victory with a key
break of service in the fifth
game to lead $-2

The Ukrainian yver then
clinched the first set after 38

mwinutes with a clever drop
volley which Kafeinikov could
only hit out of court.

With the wind making some
of the exchanges a bit of a lot-
Lery, Medvedev soon won the
second set and ailthough
Kafelnikov battled back to take
the third, the Ukrainian
seemed to have the luck of the
day in the decisive fourth.

Both players, who also
practised together in the
morning before the final com-
plained that the wind had de-
stroyed the match

"One side of the court was
almost impossible to play.,”
said Kafelnikov.

Medvedev added. °1 ex-
pected the match to have
much more than we showed. It
was a pretty bad final. 1 was
lucky. 1 would not say | plyed
better... mentally, it is three
times as hard to play against a

friend than a player like
Michael Stich.”
The Ukrainian said

Kafelnikov could be a name to
watch out for in the months
ahead with the start of the

French Open looming in two
weeks.

"He is playing a top-five
level,” he said. “The way he is
playing is amazing. If you play

,stupid against him you have no

chance.,”

Battle for
Thomas Cup
begins today

JAKARTA, May 9: The battle
for the world's meost coveted
badminton trophies begins
Tuesday. with hosts Indonesia
and China among the favourites
in both men's and women's
competition, reports AP

In the eight-team race for
the Thomas Cup for men, in
which Malaysia are defending
champions Indonesia open
against Finland and China face
Sweden.

In opening matches for the
Uber Cup for women, defend-
ing champions China play
Russia and South Korea face
Japan. The women's field also
includes eight Leams

Chinese manager Li Yongbo
said. "We never underesiimate
any I am

Arsenal manager George Graham U) celebrates with players Tony Adams ).
Smith(R) after the team paraded the European Cup Winners Cup through the streets of

North London on Saturday.

and Alan
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- other will be st

Diplomats’
WC soccer
kicks off

WASHINGTON, May 9: The
World Cup is still more than
one month away. But a

- miniversion of the global soc-

cer tournament is taking place
on the playing fields of Amer-
ica's capital, reports AP.

Diplomats from 24 coun-
tries are collecting mud, sweat
and a few bruises in a soccer
series aimed at creating inter-
est in the first ld Cup
tournament in the United
States.

The tourmnament starts June
17, but Washington DC's ver-
sion is well under way, with
the 24-team field cut to lﬁ
over the weekend.

Emerging with 3-0 records
were Saudi Arabia, Russia,
Denmark, Spain and  the
United States.

The 24 starters were the
same as those qualifying for

the real World Cup with one °
Denmark replaced

exception:
Ireland, which elected not to
participate.

Next weekend's 12 matches
lead to a four- finale May
21 on the Ellipse behind the
the White House. Preliminary
matches were on neighbour-
hood fields around the
metropolitan area.

Bulgarian Ambassador Og-
nian Pishev with the help of
World Cup 1994 organisers
dreamed up the idea of the
first diplomatic mini-World
Cup. Response was so enthusi-
astic it's almost certain an-
aged in Paris
when France hosts World Cup
in 1998, said Bulgarian Vice
Consul Viadimir Stefanov.

The other countries to
qualify, inecluding their
records, were: Argentina 2-0-
1. Bulgaria 2-0-1, Morocco 2-
1, Brazil 2-1, Bolivia 2-1, Mex-
ico 1-1-1, Greece 1-2,
Netherlands 1-2, and Germany
1-2. Switzerland and Colembia
also qualified, but their,
records weren't immediately
available.

Countries eliminated were
Romania, Sweden, South Ko-
rea, Nigeria, Italy, Norway.
Belgium and Cameroon.

Vogts® additions

FRANKFURT. Germany, May
9: Coach Berti Vogts has added
Kiserslautern's star striker
Stefan Kuntz and defender
Martin Wagner to the German
squad aiming to retain the
World Cup, reports AFP.

Vogts had announced a
squad of 20 on Friday, saying
that two further names' from
group of six would be added

- later.

He said on Monday: “There
were a lot players for the last
two places. | went for Wagner
because we need an alternative
for the left back’'s position. As
for Kuntz, he’s become king of
the goalscorers in the Bun-
desliga.”

Kuntz finished the season
on Saturday as joint Lop scorer
with Eintracht Frankfurt's
Anthony Yeboah of Ghana, with
18 goals apiece.

Nine of the 22 Rudi
Voller, Jurgen Klinsmann, An-
dreas Brehme, Guido Buch-
wald, Lothar Matthaeus, Bodo
lllgner, Jurgen Kohler,
Thomas Berthold and Thomas
Hassler — won the Cup in
1990.

The finals in the United
States start on June 17. Ger
many's 22-man squad:

Keepers: Bodo f{llgner
(Colognel. Andreas Koepke
(Nuremberg), Oliver Kahn
(Karlsruhe).

Defenders: Thomas Berth-
old, Guido Buchwald, Thomas
Strunz (all VFB Stuttgart).
Andreas Brehme, Martin
Wagner (both FC Kaiserslaut-
ern). Jurgen Kohler (Juvenius
Turin) Thomas Helmer,
Lothar Matilhaeus (Bayern
Munich)

Midfielders: Mario Basler
(Werder Bremen) Stefan Ef-
fenberg (Fiorentina), Maurizio
Gudino (Eintracht Frankfurt),
Thomas Hassler (AS Roma),
Andreas Moller (Juventus),
Matihias Sammer (Borussia
Dortmund)

Strikers: Karlheinz Riedle
|IBorussia Dortmund), Ul
Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen).
Jurgen Klinsmann (AS Mon-
aco), Rudi Veller (Olympigue
Marseille), Stefan Kuntz
(Kaiserslautern)

Spanish league
goes down

to wire

MADRID, May 9: Deportivo
Coruna beat Logrones 2-0 away
in the Spanish First Division
on Sunday to regain their slim
iead over Barcelona and ensure
a nall-biting finish to the sea-
son. reports Reuter.

Deportive now lead cham
pions Barcelona. who wen |-0
at arch-rivals Real Madrid on
Saturday. by just one point
with 55 points to the Catalans
54

The league will be decided
next weekend, when Deportivo
are al home to Valencia and
Barcelona entertain Sevilla

E—————

lf dulls Bayern S 'Kazser spell

HAMB URG, May
9: He didn't really
want the job. Bult
once the remar-
kable Franz Beck-
enbauer agreed to
take gver as team coach of
struggling Bayern Munich he
set about transforming them
into a championship-winning
side, reports Reuter. :

After inspiring the Germans
to their World Cup triumph in
1990, Beckenbauer often said
he was not attracted by the
idea of coaching a club side
and wanted to do other things
with his life — golf and adver-
tising came immediately to
mind.

But the @ 4B8-year-old
Beckenbauer has learned never.
to say never. The rest of the
German soccer world has been
left asking themselves the
same question: "How does he
do it?" '

Germany's 19?& World Cup-
winning captain rescued the .
Bundesliga's richest club from
bitter period out of the top
echelons of the European
game after Saturday’'s 2-0 vic-
tory over Schalke put the
Bavarians one point clear of
Kaiserslautern on the last day .
of the season.

The triumph marked
“Kaiser” Beckenbauer's first
title as a club coach.

His brief period with
Marseille in the 1990-1991
season was largely disaster.
Yet he waved a magic wand in
his favourite Bavaria.

When Beckenbuer took over
al Bayern in mid-season they
were in disarray. An early exit
from the UEFA Cup by English

club Norwich had left a de-
pression hanging
record champions.

In effect, the real problems
had started in the middié of
the 1990 championship cele-
brations when former coach
Jupp Heynckes stood on the
town hall balcony and told
lhnuaands of fans thal Ba}rcm
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would win the European Cup
the following season.

It was the biggest faux pas
nl Bayern's history. The club
itot only falled to win the
Champijons’ Cup but also
missed out on the Bundesliga
title to Kaiserslautern.

Heynckes lost his job the
following season. Bayern went
through trainers Soren Lerby
and Erich Ribbeck before
Beckenbauer canre to the res-
cue.

Beckenbauer, a fanatical
golfer. who prefers his work as
vice-president in the Bayern
boardroom to the daily drudge

of the training pitv:h. made it
quite clear that he was avail-
able only for a few months in
January,

Yet the coach, who also
pulled the German national
team from the doldrums in
1984 and léd them to glory,
provided the necessary inspi-
ration again.

The rest of the league
should have known something
special was going fto happen
when thousands of fans turned
up to watch the 'Kaiser's' first
training session in January.

But Beckenbauer played
down his triumph at the end.

“The World Cup is the

" biggest thing. You can win the

German title every year,” he
“The spontaneous happi-
=t

as gone but the satisfac-
tion with having done some-

thing will come back many
times.”

A place in next season's
European Cup was crucial to
Bayern's bank books and im-
age.

Bayern who won the
Champions’' Cup three times in
succession in the mid-1970s,
have already bought French in-
ternational striker Jean-Pierre
Papin and experienced Juven-
tus coach Giovannl Trapattoni
in Anticipation.

- German World Cup captain

Lothar Matthaeus, who scored
Bayern's opening goal against
Schalke, has signed a new
three-yéar-contract and the
club has bought the league's
most promising goalkeeper,
Karlsruhe's Oliver Kahn.

When the players resume
training for next season in
July, Beckenbuer will probably

be enjoying a game of golf in
his Australian home town of
Kitzbuehel after a summer

when he plans to work-as a

television presenter at the
World Cup finals.

The Kaiser will always be
there to provide advice at
Bayern in an emergency, but
for the sake of his golf handi-
cap he hopes Bayern won't
rreed it.

Romario‘s_
father freed

RIO DE JANEIRO, May 9:
Rio police Sunday freed the
kidnapped father of Brazilian
soccer star Romario and ar-

rested three of his abductors,

Romario's brother said, re-

"Our father has been freed,
he is on his way home”, Ronal-
do de Souza told - Reuters,

Edevair de Souza Faria, 64,
was reported to be in.
health and had been taken to a
local police station.

Romario, who plays for
Spanish team Barcelona, was
given the news in Spain and
was said to be delighted.

CORRIGENDUM

In the answers to the

| questions of The Buily Sar

World Cup Quiz No. 3, pub-
lished in our yesterday's pa-
per, the answer to Question
No. 8 "When was the World
Cup first televised?', instead
of reading 1954 was inadver-
tently prin-ted as 1968. The

error in prlntlng is sincerely
Editor
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! 1. Who seored Holland's goal in the 1974 final? Neeskens | | Cruyffi [ | Resenbrink |

! 2 When did Brazil first win the World Cup? 1954 | 1958 | | 1970 |

: 3 Which Asian country played in the 1966 World Cup? DPR Korea ran [ ] lsrael [ ]

: 4 Which Alfrican country played in the 1970 Cup? Zaire Meorocco | } Tunisia I

: 5. How many goals did the Hungarian team score in the 9 | 18 [ ] 27 ]

: | 954 World Cup?

s 6 Which Brazilian scored In every round of the Pele [,-_- Tostao Jairzinhe

- 1970 World Cup? |

" How many players did F rance use in the 1978 World Cup? 11 ] 18 22

s 8  How many goals did England score in the 1986 World Cup? ] o | 1

s 9  Who was Brazil's Cup-winning captain 'n 10627 Zito [ Mauro ‘ Alberto

y 10.  Which famous player was called the I ittle Bird™? Bonlek | | Zico Garrincha |
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