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NEWS BRIEFS

Salary for May
on May 19

The government has de-
gided to pay the salary for the
month of May on May 19 Lo all
non-gazetied employees of
government, semi-governinendt
and autonomous bedies. ac-
cording to an official handout
yesterday.

The decision was taken as
there is a possibility of observ-
ing the holy Eid-ul-Azha on
May 22 (subject to sighting of
the moon) this year as per the
g:wumm calendar. reports

TWI)'I'hlllhrpl
arrive today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 9. Two
Thai navy ships will arrive here
" tomorrow (o take back the
Thai ‘nationals who were res-
cued in the Teknaf coast after
the May 2 cyclone.

The ships—a patrol ship and
a frigate—are scheduled to an-
chor at jetty No. 1.

L]
Shibir calls hartal
L]

| in Ctg today
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 9: The
islami Chhatra Shibir here has
given a call for a half-day hartal
im Chittagong tomorrow in
protest against the recent

killing of its activist, S M
Kawsar

5 dacoits held,
arms recovered

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 9° Rao-
zan police arrested five alleged
dacoits in separate raids last
night and recovered from their
possession arms, ammurnition
and other goods.

The arrested are |ldris
Meah, Ful Meah, Abdus Sattar,
Mohammad Touhid and Altaf
Meah.
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46 years of apartheid end : Mandela takes oath today

South African President-elect Nelson Mandela pledges the
uath of allepance in Parliament in Cape Town yesterday.

— AFP photo

- tilons.”

CAPE Tﬂ“{N Majr 9: Nelson
Mandela was today elected the
first black president of South
Africa after more. than 300
years of .white domination and
46 years of apartheid rule, re-

n a day that completed the
country's remarkable transi-
tion to democracy. the nation's
first- multiracial parliament
took its seats In the stately
headquarters of a bygone era
and named Mandela to the
presidency unopposed.

"Today we are tntcring
ne®% era for our country,” Man-
deéla told tens of thousands of
cheering supporters from the
balcony of Cape Town's City
Hall moments later.

With the majestic Table
Mountain -in the background,
Mandela addressed the coun-
try from the same balcony as
on Feb 11, 1990, the day he

was released from 27 years in -

prison.

"The people of South Africa
have apnkfn in these elec-
he said. "They want
change — and change is what
they will get.”

The former political pris-
oner was the only nominee to
succeed F W de Klerk, with
whont he .shared the 1993 No-
bel Peace Prize for negotiating
the end of apartheid. Mandela
will be inaugurated tomorrow
in a massive celebration in the
capital of Pretoria.

"l accordingly declare Nel-
son Rohlihlala Mandela duly
elected as the president of the

blic of South Africa,” an-
nounced Chief Justice Michael
Corbett. With that, the mem-
bers of the new 400-seat Na-
tional Assembly dominated by
Mandela's African National
Congress leaped to their feet,

applauding and shouting with

joy. 5

Immediately afterward,
Mandela stood on the parlia-
ment steps with de Klerk and
ANC national thairman Thabo
Mbeki, his two deputy presi-
dents, to hear the nation's two
national anthems. He held his
right hand over his heart for
both the one used by the white
government and the newly
added ANC anthem.

From among the onlookers
came choruses of "We have
overcome.” Military members

gave Mandela his first salute as .

head of state.

Earlier, Mandela and de
Klerk strode in together on a
red carpet to a standing ova-
tion from the gathered law-
makers, many of them former
exiles and prisoners in the
ANC struggle against apartheid.

Mandela sat in de Klerk's
old .seat, while the outgoing
president sat on the opposi-
tion benches for the first time
in his 22 years in parliament.

In a show of reconciliation,
Mandela gestured to his chief
rival,
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, and the
two men embraced and shook
hands in front of the Speaker's

podium.

Zulu nationalist leader .

Mandcla used his ﬂrsl ad-
dress as president-elect to re-
count the cuunl:ry‘: often tnr-
tured histo

"If was here at this- Cape,
over three centuries ago, that
there began the fateful conver-
gence of the
Europe and Asia. on these
shores.," he said. "Perhaps it
was history that ordained that
it be here, at the Cape of Good
Hope that we should lay the
foundation stone of our new
nation.”

De Klerk sa.ﬁd today hiﬂ Na-
tional Party will hold six Cabi-
net posts. Mandela's African
National Congress will have 18
of the 27 seats, and the In-
katha Freedom Party, headed
by Mangosuthu Buthelezi, is
expected to receive the three
remaining posts.

The ANC won more than 62
per ceni of the vote in April's
national elections, giving it’
252 seats in the parliament.

De Klerk's National Party,
which had ruled since 1948

~and implemented apartheid's

'laws, won 82 seats, followed by
Inkatha with 43.

Mandela and other top ANC
officials, including his es-
tranged wife Winnie, were the
first members sworn-into the
new National Assembly.

The assembly chose Frene
Ginwala. a women's rights ac-
tivist and head of the ANC's re-
search department, as the
new Parliament Speaker.

Tight security enveloped
central Cape Town in prepara-

p of human values

peoples of Africa,

tion for Mandela's speech in

the Grand Parade in front of
City Hall.
Meanwhile,

world leaders

from five continents began

pouring into Jan Smuts airport
in Johannesburg today for to-
morrow’'s inauguration of Man-
dela

One of the first to touch
down, soon after dawn, was
Pakistani Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto.

"This is a wonderful mo-
ment,” she told journalists,
"not just for South Africa, but

Jfor the whole world".

Bhutto was followed soon

afterwards by presidents Mario

Soares of Portugal, Martli Ahti-
saari of Finland, Mary Robinson
of Ireland and Fidel Castro of
Cuba.

Representatives from Italy,
Malta, Syria, Malaysia, Brunei,
the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Ko-
rea, Czechoslovakia, Romania,
Austria, Bangladesh, Japan, El
Salvador, Tanzania, Guatemala,
Lebanon, the Ukraine and the
European Union also arrived in
guick succession.

. More than 150,000 mem-
bers of the publig, 'and scores
of foreign dignitaries, are ex-
pected at the inauguration. US
Vice President Al Gore, US
first lady Hillary Clinton, Bri-
tain's Prince Philip and For-
eign Secretary Douglas Hurd.
and Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization chairman Yasser Ara-
fat, are also expected to join
the ceremony. |

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
yesterday presented in the
Jatiya Sangsad (JS) the [inal
report of the special parlia-
mentary committee formed to
probe into the alleged corrup-
tion in the Irrigation Ministry
and by the minister con-
cerned.

Aecording to the report,
the 15-member committee,
comprising seven members
each from the treasury and the
epposition benches and
headed by the Speaker, failed
to reach an agreement on its
terms of reference.

The commitiee had met 15

By Staff Correspondent

times since its formdlion on
July 13 last year and submitied
a primary report on the issue
during the last session of Par-
liament. The primary report
also contained differing views
on the terms of reference.

However, at the last meet-
ing of the committee on March
2. its members unanimously
decided to produce the pro-
ceedings of the meetings be
fore the House.

Accordingly, Chairman of
the probe body Speaker
Shaikh Razzak Ali placed the
323-page printed proceedings
of all the 15 meetings in the

JS probe body fails to fix
terms of ref: Final report

House yestercay. ¢ .

The committee was formed
following allegations of cerrup-
tion made against [rrigation
Minister M Majidul Huq by
Awami League MP Tofael
Ahmed. Deputy Leader of the
House Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury proposed the for-
mation of the investigation
committee and the House
adopted the proposal.

According to the proceed-
ings of the committee meet-
ings. the opposition members
wanted to bring the activities
of the Irrigation Ministry un-

See Page 12 Col 7

A strong political will, pro-
tection of policies and

fuel were underlined for
private investment in the
country's power sector at an
international forum in Dhaka
yesterday. reports UNB.
Pnrt.impnm of the forum on
the "Private  .Investment in
Bangladesh: The Power Sec-
tor” stressed thdt petroleum
import should be made duty-
free for generation of power in
the private sector as the coun-
try's gas reserve is limited.
They also suggested that
electricity transmission and
distribution lines should be

privatised as serious misman-

avaflability of cheap source of

agement prevailed in the gov-
ermment transmission and dis-
tribution mechanism.
Demonstration of a success-
ful example of private sector
project in generation ol power
will open up the possibility of
foreign and local private in-

M-FI'O-I

vesiment in the power sector
they told the forum that began
Sunday. .

The Energy and Mineral
Resources Ministry has organ-
ised the five-day meeting with
support from the USAID (o
analyse different countries ex-
perfences and opinions of ex-
perts for attracting private in-

Cheaper fuel to boost private
investment in power sector

vestment in Bangladesh's
power seclor.

Representatives of donors
and various- power generation
bodies, officials from Indone-
sia, Philippines, Pakistan and
India, and of the PDB, REB and
DESA are participating in the
forum.

Two technical sessions
were held on the second day
yesterday at a city hotel with
Statistics Division Secretary Dr
Tawfiq-e-Elahi Choudhury and
Bangladesh Bank Governor
Khorshed Alam in the chair in
Iwo sessions respectively.

USAID Director "Jeflrey
Humber presented a paper on

See Page 12 Col ]

UNHCR director tells newsmen

The repatriation of some
200,000 Rohingya refugees is
expected to be compieted by
1995 as the process resumes
with fresh vigour afier the re-
construction of cyclone dam-
aged camps and renewal of the
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU), the visiting UN-
HCR executive said yesterday

Most of the refugees will re-
turn home much before the
end of next year. Werner Blat-
ter, UNHCR director, Regional
Bureau of Asia and Oceamnia,
told a press conference after

the refugee camps in
Cox's Bazar and Bandarban.

The repatriation will re

su.ne in late June or early July

1 he added.

He said he is confident

the MOU between Bangladesh

By Staff Correspondent

and the Uniied Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). which expires on
May 12. would be renewed for
another one year

The governmeni has alread;y
agreed to extend the validity of
the MOU for a month, he said.

When his attention was
drawn (o press reporis that
Bangladesh is unwilling to re-
new the MOU. he said. neither
the Foreign Minister nor the
Home Minister had raised the
issue during their meetings.

‘I don't know which clause
af the MOU the Bangladesh
authorities would like 10 nego-
tiaf¥ = Blatter told reporters.

“We can negotiaje any point
except for voluntary repatria
tion and wgrification of the
refugees by UNHCR officials.

All Rohingyas expected to
return home by next year

he said adding “We strictly

maintain these two provi-
The UNHCR executive,

however, admitted delay in the
repatriation process.

He said. the May 2 cyclone
caused massive damage (o
transit camps on both sides of
the Bangladesh-Myanmar bor-
der and after recomstruction of
thes¢ camps the repatriation
would resume.

The last baich of refugees
was repatriated on April 13. So
far. some 55.000 Rohingyas
have been repatriated to their
Romeland in 18 months.

He said that as the UNHCR
has now good acceds 1o Myan-
mar since February this year,
the process would be expe-

See Page |2 Col 8

Boycotting MPs .

- also to get

allowance
By Nurul Kabir

The opposition MPs. de-
spite their boycotit of the cur-
tend session of Parament, will
get their usual daily allowance
for ‘attending’ it, Parliament
Secretariat sources said.

The beoycotting MPs, how-
ever, have to sign the atten-
dance register usually kept on
the tables at the lobby adjacent
to the main Parliament cham-
ber.

Twentyfive opposition MPs
have so far signed the register.
Ten of the 91 Awami League
MPs. 12 of the 20 Jamaat
members, two of the 35 Jatiya
Party MPs and the lone Islami
Oikkya Jote (I0J) MP have

See Page 12 Col 8
Teachers' liaison
body coordinator

granted bail

By Staff Correspondent

e Chief Metropolitan Ma-
gistrate (CMM), Shaheeduddin
Ahmed, yesterday granted bail
to Kazi Faruk Ahmed, Coor-
dinator of the Central Tea-
chers' Action Liaison Commi-
itee.

A central . leader of the
striking * non-government
school and college teachers.
Faruk surrendered to the CMM
court and prayed for balil in a
case filed against him in con-
nection with the April 30 agi-
tation of the commitiee.

A mini bus driver, Mofizur
Rahman filed the case with

| Kotwali police accusing Kazi

Faruk Ahmed and Qamruzza-
man of leading some 220 to
300 teachers who damaged his
bus during the agitation. On

See Page 12 Col 2

Half-day hartal
in Gazipur today

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, May 9 The All
Party Action Committee for
‘protecting’ the Bangladesh
Machine Tools Factory has
called a half-day hartal here
tomorrow protesting the re-
poried move to close down the
lactlory.

The committee has also
decided to barricade the
Dhaka-Mymensingh highway
on May IS from 11 am to 1 pm
and gherao the local DCs office
on May 17 to press home Iiis
demand for withdrawal of what
it said government decision to
bring the mill area under the
prnpoﬂ‘d Export Processing
Zone to be set up in the dis-
irict

The committee has de-
manded payment of all arrear
wages and salaries of workers

and employees of the factory.

it brought out a torch pro
cession this evening in the

area in support of its hartal
programune.

To offset bad debts of SOEs
Tk 15b repaid to banks
thru’ resource transfer

By Inam Ahmed

The government has been
retiring its debt to the banks
during the past two years by
transferring resources from
the private sector to the
banking sector.

This resource transfer is
mainly aimed at offsetting the
debis of the perennially loss-
making state owned enter-
prises (SOE). But for this, the
government had to pay a high
price by paying between 12
and 18 per cent as interest to
the public for borrowing their
money through different sav-
ings instruments.

In the last two fiseal years,
Taka 14.9 billion was repaid to
the banks which the World
Bank({WB) in a recent report —
“From Stabilization to Growth”
— has dubbed ‘surprising and
under the circumstances un-
desirable’.

The Bank has observed that
inability to implement the
Annual Development Progra-
mme(ADP) and increased?
borrowings from the “non-
bank public® have given the

government scope to adopt’

such resource transferring
See Page 12 Col 4

int'l help for

] L
victims

Leader of the Opposition -
Sheikh Hasina has drawn
world attention to the plight of
the victims of last week's Cy-
clone whieh wrought havoc in
coastal areas of Bangladesh and
sought urgent international
help for them, reperts UNB.

"The Awami League presi-
dent made the appeal while
taking part on deliberations on
the draft resolution of a two-
day meeting of the Council of
Socialist International in
Tokyo yesterday, according to
a message received in Dhaka
from the Japanese capital.

The council meeting begins
in Tokyo today.

Hasina referred to the dev-

See Page 12 Col 7

Cyclone damages
16580 acres of
shrimp bed

By Staff Correspondent

The cyclone on May 2 that
mayled the entire coastline
south of Cox's Bazar town to
Teknaf destroyed.shrimp cul-
ture on more than 16,000
acres of land, according to the
leaders of Cox's Bazar District
Shrimp Farmers Group.

The cyclone had damaged
shrimp beds on 16,580 acres
in seven thanas of the district
causing a loss of about Taka
104.20 crore, said Abdullah
Khan. Secretary of the Farmers
Group.

A government estimate of
the damage to shrimp farming,
however, put the [igure at

\ See Page 12 Col 5

Prokrichi urges
donors to press

for reforms

By Staff Correspondent

Doctors,  engineers, agricul-
turists and non-administrative
BCS cadre members absiained
from their duties vedterday to
press home their demand for
administrative reforms.

However, officials working
in the cyclone-affected areas in
Cox's Bazar district remained
out of the purview of the work
stoppage programme called by
the Prokrichi-BCS Central
Action Council.

At a rally at the Engineering
Institution auditorium at 11
am, Prokrichi leadérs called
upon the donor countries and
agencies to take a strong posi-
tion on the administrative re-

See Page 12 Coi 3
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