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PLO-Israeli Accord

What two die-hard enemies, that too constantly
mindful of the sensibilities of their respective
constituencies, can do to reconcile some of their
differences, has been amply demonstrated by
Arafat and Rabin in Cairo on Wednesday. They
signed the much-awaited accord for effectin
limited Palestinian self-rule in the Gaza strip an
Jericho after the lIsraeli troops have pulled out
from there in three weeks' time.

Despite the last year's Washington accord,
signed by the PLO and Israel amidst great fanfare,
the frequently on-and-offt Middle East peace pro-
cess had remained stuck with the very rudimen-
tary question of limited Palestinian control on
some of the Israeli-occupied lands. In fact, the
atmospherics changed from the worse to the
worst early this year with the massacre inside a
mosque on the West Bank which patently con-
firmed the Palestinian complaints of insecurity
perpetrated by the Jewish militants under an
Israeli administration. It looked at that time that
all channels of communication between the PLO
and Israel had slammed shut beyond redemption.
From this point of view alone, the resumption of
negotiations and the eventual signing of the ac-
cord represent a sea-change no doubt.

But the establishment of Palestinian authority
in the previously occupied areas has to be re-
%ﬂrde{l as a very small first step towards wider

alestinian autonomy which in turn should lead to
the much-desired creation of a Palestinian home-
land over a larger landmass, held by the Israelis.
It is noteworthy that the crucial negotiations on
the final status of the whole of West Bank and
Gaza are to begin not immediately but rather lo-
cally within two years. Since the basic contention
between the two sikdes remains the onus lie on
the sponsors of the accord as well as Tel Aviv it-
self not to regard the limited Palestinian self-rule
a§ something of a probation for the Palestinians.
This is more so, because Israel will retain consid-
erable power in the occupied territories, particu-
larly over the Jewish settlements. How narrowly-
based the Palestinian control could be is indi-
cated by the fact that they would not manage ex-
ternal security and foreign relations.

The seeds, therefore, are embedded even in
the post accord situation to imperil or set back
the peace process once again. Add to this the op-

nents ot the pact on both sides. However, a
ope-giving sign is discerned in the convergence

of opinions the USA, Russia and front line Arab
States have manifested on taking the peace pro-
cess forward. Obviously they cannot be the sole
ﬁ_laranmrs of peace that basically lies in the
ands of the parties to keep. Only that the spon-
sors can aid the process immeasurabl remain-
ing not only neutral but also fair. Besides, the
Palestinian self rule will give them the precious
:J];Ipurtunity to raise their standard of living,
which has fallen terribly with the international
assistance that is bound to flow to them.

It is only natural for such a complicated peace

rocess to envisage a phase-by-phase approach
eading to a final settlement of the independence
and homeland issues, eonfronting the embattled
Palestinian people. But at ne point in time should
it be made to appear as if any forced co-existence
is on the agenda.

BATEXPO Potential

A three-day Bangladesh Apparel and Textile
Exposition (BATEXPO) is being held at Hotel
Sonargaon. Inaugurated yesterday by Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia the exposition in effect ac-
cords recognition to the garment sector's in-

creasingly growing contribution to the country's
economy. In the 1992-93 fiscal year the share of

readymade garments' export was US$1269 mil-
lion, accounting for 53.3 per cent of the countrv's
total export earning from merchandise. |
Clearly, this BATEXPO Exposition '94 is a fit-
ting exposure of our fastést growing industrial
sector to the outside world. On the first day, ac-
cording to report, 75 or so foreign buyers from
Europe, the USA and Canada arrived to partici-
pate in the garments display. The only other

India. So this promotional drive o
all kinds of patronage necessary for its success.
The garment industry
way and its potential places the indus
competilive position right at this moment. To

country to have put up stalls in th‘i;ggmnd show is

‘stay in the competition the garment policy must

have to be pragmatic and forward lookin g.
Admittecﬁ;. till now this sector has suffered

from some intrinsic weaknesses. Without the
remedy of which it will soon find the going very
Bill and the emergence of a

tough. The Harkins
few countries in South East Asia as manufacturers
of garments pose a challenge for our garment in-
dustry. Unless we can adjust to the c in-
ternational market situation there is no possibil-
ity of sustaining the

the sector. Fortunately, a few plus points are in

our favour. Cheap labour and our great tradition in

textiles can surely be counted upon.

It is in this context that this present
tion can go a long way in attracting
buyers. Our ability to satisfy forei
both quantity- quali
demonstrated here. In the test we hope .our gar-
ment manufacturers will come out successful. It

exXposi-

gn demands —

Is indeed heartening to know that about 80 per
cent of our accessories are locally made. The po-
allied sectors appears to have been

but where it matters most re-
garding the production of fabrics and cloth, it has

tential of the
largely exploited,
not received proper attention. |

The fact that clothes are still imported from
foreign countries is something that we should
now locus our attention on for the full and inde-
Elndent growth of the industry. At this point we

d it immensely satisfying that our local weavers
have produced one variety of cloth called
Grameen Check under the
the Grameen Bank, which compares favourably
Pﬂﬂl anything of the kind of foreign origin. Some
oreign buyers are placing orders for import of
the material. Most of our garment factories are
yet to follow suit.

Our garments sector has come a long way. But
now new challenges and competition lie before it.

Our entrepreneurs, many of whom are uimung and .
ty

highly educated, have proven their ab to hold
their own and compete in the international mar-
ket. However, to maintain their competitive po-
Sition more ainnd more backward-linkage indus-
tries will have to be located in Bangladesh. Let

t.hﬂt be the Seco .'“:i hEBE f
. revolution. R ol our garment industry

t to be given

has already come a long
in a

esent tempo of growth in

the foreign
ty-wise — must be amply

direct supervision of -

T s nowndlavs sounewhal
I unusual lur bodh Lthe pove

rmment and Lhe oppo-
sition to share the sanw

illusions. However the issue of
hartals appears L0 have brought
both of these pillars of our
state together In their shared
fantasy that hartals have a

significant Pmpact on the
deveJopment and polities of
Bangladesh. :

For the hartal to be effective
as a political weapon it de-
mands certain conditions. It
assumes above all the exis-
tence of a dynamic econemy
and an effective machinery of
government. Any cessation of
work which paralyses these
vital institutions of the polity
would impact on the con-
sciousness of the whole popu-
lation who would thereby focus
their attention on the specific
issue around which the hartal
has been called.

In the most successful har-
tals workers both in the non-
government sector and in the
administration voluntarily wit-
hhold their labour as an act of
individual protest against the
issue for which the hartal has
been called. The most effective
hartals in recent memory were
thosé called by Bangobandhu
and his party during March
1971 when the whole nation of
Bangladesh spontaneously
responded to his call on March
1st and onwards to withhold
their labour as an instrument
of protest against the decision
by President Yahiya Khan to
frustrate the convening gl
Parlament on 1st March 1971.

Since those historic days of
March 1971 which created the
conditions for the emergence

Do Hartals Matter ?

by Rehm:an Sobhan

of an independent Bangladesh
we seem to have gradually lost

the ability to invoke hartals of a
comprehensive nature which
involves the whole nation. The
closest we came to matching
the intensity of the 1971 har-
tals was in the last glays of the
Ershad regime particularly on
the day before his final deci-
sion to resign ‘his Presidency.
In recent years the hartal
tends- to be a lifeless affair
where a call by a major party is
enough to get motorised
transport off the streets, keep
people at home, with shops
and quite a number of factories
closed. Senior government of-
ficials get to office before dawn
and stay on till the hartal ends
passing their day consuming
more tea and exchanging more
gossip than usual. The middle
classes sleep late, eat more
and generally treat themselves
to an extra paid holiday. In
some factories which close the
lost days work Is made up by
working overtime or on a holi-
day. Where we have half day

hartals it is relatively easy to
make up the time lost by har-
tals. The real losers tend to be
rickshaw pullers, and other
forms of daily or casual labour
who face an erosion in their
days earnings.

However in an under-per-
forming economy and adminis-
tration such as Bangladesh the
actual economic cost of such
hartals tends to be exagger-
aled, except for the case of

those dependant on selling
their labour on a daily basis.

In eflect most of our indus-
tries observe their own private
hrartals throughout the year to
the extent that their produc-
tive capacity remains idle in all
or part for a variety of com-
mercial, personal and instita-
tional reasons

For exampie, studies show
that the number of work days
lost in industrial establish-
ments due to failures is
much higher than from hartals
and factory strikes combined.
Other factors such as lack of
markets, exposure to competi-
tion from imports, lack of
credit and management weak-
ness keep most factories oper-
ating at below 50% capacity.

Thus in effect these facto-
ries are exposed to non-labour
related work stoppages ®r in-
stitutional hartals for effec-
tively half their working year.
[n sueh a situation every owner
knows that a few days lost
though hartals can easily be ab-
sorbed by using their existing
production capacity a fraction
more intensively in subsequent
days. Specific problems in the
case of such Industries as -
ments where a particular firm
has to meet a shipment dead-
line may be inconvenient. But
anyone who has seen the lines
of women walking home from
these factorfes at 9 or 10 O-
clock at night know that
shipment deadlines are met by
getting workers to work Igte.

Garment factory managers thus
use this method to get round
lost hours during a hartal
Even shopkeepers can
make up for lost sales because
in a recession-ridden economy
such as ours business turnover
is low and lost sales during one
day can be made up by buyers
at another time. It is not as if
we have a booming retail mar-
ket with customers
all our shops around the cleck.
As far as administration is
coneerned it is normally in a
state of perpetual hartal with
most government offices and
establishments operating at
around one-third of their po-
tential working capacity. If in
fact the government of
Bangladesh were to close down
most of its offices other than
the public utilities for
nths or at 12 noon each day it
the

conducive to greater pro-
ductivity in other sectors.

No doubt when a hartal
frustrates or inconveniences
such public tamashas as inau-
gurating this or that function
by one of our dignitaries this is
a matter of to those
involved in the funetion. But
then an inauguration of some
public activity is really some-
thing of a non-event
probably loses more work.
in aggregatie for the govern-
ment through time lost by offi-
cials sitting through boring in-

&
augural speeches than they do
because of hartals. In fact the
government may consider can-
celling all inauguration func-
tions in lieu of a pledge that a
project would be compileted on
schedule rather than anything
from |-4 years behind sched-
ule due to the perpetual hartal
which characterises most
cases of preject implementa-
tion

In such an environment of
ENnoOrmous

low productivity,
under- utilisation of productiy-
ity capacity in every sector ex-
cept the self-employed poor
such as our farmers and com-
plete non-seriousness about

addressing the fundamentals
which make Bangladesh one of
performing

the weakest econ-

omies in Asia. hartals appear to

be neither hére or there as
either an instrument of
political protest or as a threat
to our t or nen-
development. The lssue of
hartals is now largely one of
public relations and pe
image where a party in-
vokes hartals is deemed irre-
sponsible even it such hartals
cost as little as they do to our
economy.

Given the low and pessibly
negative political returna frem
such hartals fhe preseat and
indeed future oppositions
-should recognise that the har-

~ tal as a political weapon is now

obsolescent-rather like the

litical parties should also be
updating their instruments of
litical technologies which can
really hurt a government
whilst getting their message
across to the voting public and
indeed involving citizens in
such acts of public protest.
Unfortunately or fortunately
this is not an area where | have
any expertise to contribute.
However our political en-

trepreneurs should certainly
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lrom  backward
castes: Mulayam Singh
Yadav in Uttar Pradesh, Veer-
appa Molly in Karnataka and
Laloo Prasad Yadav in Bihar. |
visited their states in the past
few weeks and have returned
with the impression that if
betterment is (he criterion
they will not secure even one
mark out of 10.
People of lower castes re-
main poor. uncertaln and

NDIA has three chief mi-
I " nisters

helpless. The adhininistrations
are heavily tilted against them
and there is no end to police
atrocities when it conies to the

lowest among (hem, Dalits or
Harijans as they are called.
That a backward is the chiefl
minister has macde a bit of psy-
chological difference but only a
bit; the reality on the ground
has not changed. The reach
and riches of upper castes re-
main undiminished and (he
diffidence and deprivation of
the lower unremitted.
Starting with UP, tension
between upper and backward
castes is in the open. It is
mounting and, at some places,
it is s0 raw that one can even
taste it. Meerut and Kanpur are
the two areas where there
were caste riots recently, Still,
hints of worse things to come
are strewn all over the state.
UP is a sad ‘combination of
communalism and casteism.
And just as hundreds of
temples came up on
forcibly occupied lands during
the Bharitya Janata Party (BJP)
regime, the statues ol B R
Ambedkar, the tallest among
Dalits, are being raised on pub-
lic property. Belated instrie-
tions have been issued to dis-
trict collectors to stop vandal-
ism. But if leaders themselves

N Brazil, where the
privilege of the few is

- rivalled only by -the
‘destitution of the many, a
campaign against misery and
in favour of life has succeeded
in making society acknowledge
the country’'s endemic poverty.

Conducted by millions of
citizens from all parts of Brazil;
this one-year injtiative has be-
gun to change society's atti-
tude. Now, more and more
people are taking some re-
sponsibility for the problem of
poverty, which was previously
seen here as an issue between
the hungry and the govern-
ment. _

.About 80 million of Brazil's
150 million inhabitants are
poor, while the destitute —
those who lack access even to
the basket of foods that the
Food and Agricultural Organi-
sation (FAO) and the World
Health' Organisation consider
necessary for the nutrition of a
family — number 32 million.

Early last year, the Move-
Jment for Ethics in Politics,
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Anti-mosquito drive
Sir, We heartily .congratu-
late the Dhaka City Corporation

Mayor Mohammad Hanif on

launching anti-mosquito plus
cleaning drive in the city. It is
sincerely expected that this
practice will niot end after the
stipulated forinight but will

continue till mosquitoes be- -

come a thing of the past in this
metropolis.

M Zahidul Haque '
Asstt Prof.. BAl, Dhaka.

Sir, | wonder for whose in-
terest or gain the opposition

parties call for "hartals'. If they.

really cared for the country or

its people, they would be call-
ing to the

the °

people to work '

Politics of Reservations

foment trouble the pgovern
ment action becomes only a
formality.

Bihar, where | spent most
of my time. is different in one
way: the Initial spurt in chau-
vinism and expectations on the
part of the backwards has
waned. Laloo. who has been
the state chief minister for
more than four years. is no
more a messiah he was looked
up to once. ‘The Yadavs still

feel su r in the beliel that
he is from their community.

Other backward castes see no
difference between him and
his predecessors. There is no
dent in the abysmal life of ab-
Jject degradation they have
been leading. He and those
who are close to the seats of
power are the beneficiaries,
not the wvast multitude of
gullible Biharis.

Karnataka has the distinc-
tion of sporting a number of
backward chief ministers.
Before Mojly there was
Bangarappa! But lower caste
people have remained teth-
ered Lo poverty. In other fields
— employment, health and
equality at the hands of law —
change, if any, has come at
snail’'s - pace. Social and eco-
nomic programmes are super-
ficial. Karnataka is one of the
worst examples of police ex-
cesses. *

A human rights activists
group visited Gulbarga town
and district in the state and
found a systematic pattern of
caste violence, "As for the po-
iice." the group says in a re-

port, "they have remained pas-

decided poverty was incom-
patible with democracy and
created Citizens Acting Against
Misery and for Life.

By the end of 1993, accord-
ing to a recent investigation by
the Brazilian Institute of Public
Opinion and Statistics, 25 mil-
lion Brazilians or equivalent to
32 per cent of the adult popu-
lation had participated in the
Citizens Action group, donat-
ing food;, clothing, and other

goods,

A full 2.8 million people or
11 percent of the donors also
jointed the movement's com-
mittees embracing neighbor-
hood associations, NGOs, ec-

clesiastic, union, and profes- .
sional organisations, public and -

private managers, artists and
professors.

The initiative operates in
two ways. The Council for Food

Security made up of eight min-
. isters and 21 lay representa-
tives is in - charge of govern-
mental actign. Popular action’
‘1s carried out by Commiitées of
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Citizens Contracts

ties and have often even con-
nived with local vested inter-
ests in the oppression of
Dalits. In a notorious lathi
charge incident, they exhib-
ited savage brutality and high-
handedness towards Dalits
who had dared to agitate
against police inaction.”

What | saw in UP, Karnataka
and Bihar holds true for the
rest of India. The treatment
meted out to lower castes puts
in shade the plight of Negroes
in the deep south of America.
The Supreme Court rulings
there have begun to change

has taken great objection to
'‘Harijan’, a mname which
Mahatma Gandhi gave to the
untouchables. Gandhiji was a
revolutionary, who wanted to
change the attitude of Hindus,
their thinking. He was no
caste-system defender.

He could not risk dividing
the society when he was
wanting all support for his agi-
tation against the British. He
expected that by his own ex-
ample — living in a Banghi
|sweepers') colony. cleansing
his own toilet and equating the
untouchables with the children

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

things but not in India where
the caste has the sanction of
Hin religion. The RSS chief.
Singhy who is dally
haranguing about mosques by
the side of temples in Mathura
and Varanasi, will do well to
the Hindus if he talks about
the indignities the lower
castes suffer at the hands of
upper castes. But then the
agenda of RSS has been politi-
cal. never social.

Kanshi Ram, who is trying
to exploit the Dalits
his Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
is also talking in terms of
political power. He reminds
me of a Texas cattle raiser who
neglected to brand his cattle.
Kanshi Ram has finally resur-
reclted the word of Dalit and

L]

of god (Harijan) — he would
bring down the wall of preju-

dice that stood between gheg,
upper and jower castesg But-he,
could make only a small differ-
ence and realised it when he

said on the advent of indepen-

dence that he wanted a cast-

less and classless India. He was
not on the scene for long.
Jawaharlal
calised the Hindu society by
giving women, through a legis-
lation, the right to divorce and
property, despite stiflf opposi-
tion. But he could not oust un-
touchability, although he made
it an offence in the constitu-
tion and gave untouchables the
status of scheduled castes, en-
titled to reservations in par-
liament and legislature and in’

Disillusioned by empty promises of politi-
cians, Brazilians have launched a novel
campaign against misery. Herbert de Souza
describes the movement to end hunger in
this report for Inter Press Service from Rio

De Janeiro.

throughout the country and
opens more each day.

The goals of the movement
are to provide emergency re-
lief — food distribution —
achieve structural change and
promote the creation of jobs.

Its ways of reachirig these

- goals have been varied. Last

September, for instance, more
than 500 artists ineluding star
musicians Chico Buarque,
Caetano Veloso and Gilberto
Gil collaborated in an Art Week
Against Hunger in Rio de
Janeiro.

Food became the entrance
fee for the shows whiHe the
programme
was launched enabling people

to pay for the food to feed a -

family for one year.
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this country. The ‘Germans bui-
It their fatherland (Vaterland)
after the 2nd World War by
working as long as they were
awake for half a loaf and some
sugar or butter. Why can't we?

We can if we want and try
and stand up to those who
have other ideas. Wake up my
brothers and sisters.

Sahib Hossain

Dhanmondi. Dhaka
Richard M Nixon

Sir, | fully support the views
of S AM S Kibria regarding on
your editorial in which Richard
Nixon was highly honoured for
his deeds as US President. Buit,
however popular he was among
the Americans, for the people

of this country the fleeling
about him was more opposite
than similar. He not exert any
pressure on the Pak Military
Junta to behave themselves
which suggests, he was far
from enthusiastic about the
birth of Bangladesh. A nod
from his was enough to stop
the bloodshed. Richard M
Nixon might have been a great
American statesman but, we
should think twice before
calling him a ‘hero’.

Tareq Rehman
Banani, Dhaka ¥

Dapunia model
election

Sir, We congratulate the
Election Commission on hold-
ing a free, fair and model elec-

Then there are the commiit-
lees created by the manage-
ment and 120,000 employees
of the Bank of Brazil at its.
5,000 branches. About a hun-
dred of these have already
been set up and cooperate to
donate food 10 communities
and playgrounds as well as to
the poor in their own neigh-
borhoods.

With few exceptions, com-
munications medig have
backed the campaign and

- taken a fundamental role in

raising consciousness and mo-
bilising support. Another cru-
cial factor contributing to the
expansion of Citizens' Action in
Brazilian society is its ability to
make people consider the

Nehru radi- -

tion to Dapunia Union Parishad

in Mymensingh. We also felici-
tate the people of the union in
general and the voters in par-
ticular for exercising their
right of franchise freely, judi-
ciously and peacefully without
any intimidation, irregularity
and violence with the help of
their newly issued Identity
card. This is for the first time
in the history of Bangladesh
that no complaint, irregularity,
violence or allegation was re-
ported from any quarter dur-
ing election. e

It may be pointed out that
even election held under the
caretaker government headed
by Chief Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed in 1991 some political
parties left no stone unturned
to raise hue and cry of alleged

~ elected government

employment and educational
institutions. Ambedkar had
gone along because it was he
who had piloted the constitu-
tion in the Constituent
Assembly. Had he differed. he
could have refused to sign the
document, as some Sikh lead-
ers did to register their
protest. It is no use introduc-
ing new arguments at this
stage.

Reservations, as the history
has shown, have proved to be,
if anything, ogly pallatives.
They have got politicised and
what was started as a 10-year
measure has gone on for more
than four decades. There is no
end in sight. They have be-
come crutches and some Dalit
leaders have rightly demanded
their abolition. Upper castes
believe that they can go on
merrily with their discrimina-
tory attitude because reserva-
tions make up for their sins.

'Former prime minister V P
Singh made the same mistake

by extending reservations to

the other backward classes

(OBC). Finding a place in the'

sun for the people who had
been treated inferfor, although
they did not carry even the
stigma of untouchabilify, was
the task worth doing. But he

went the wrong way. He fought

. his political battle — his deputy

prime minister Devi Lal was a
threat to him — social
reforms and divided the soci-
ety intractably.

True, millions of people,
silent and subdued, got their
voice. But it has resulted in
confrontations and unaccom-

The role of a citizen goes
beyond that of electing officials
belonging te a party, or being
on the right or the left. The
political participation of the
common citizen can and must
be broadened and made more
active, more simple and con-
stant.

The exercise of citizenship
is a permanent one that even

in this early form Brazil is be- '

ginning to discover and prac-
tice. ;
While it is clear much work
remains undone, the primary

victory lies in having begun the
process of raising conscious-

ness of the fact that hunger,

misery, and social exclusion

are leading Brazil to the edge

of an abyss. :

If this peint of view has
reached many, it can reach all
— including the elite, who up
until now believed the would
be saved from the storm be-
cause they were in the first
class compartment of the ship.

A future challenge of the
movement will be to persuade

economists that their plans to
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}ﬁﬁlprnc{lr:-;:s-. The siluation
reached iits climax after Ma-

. fura-:l by-election held under

he present democratically
elected government. We have
however seen a ray of hope in
Dapunia Model election to save
our democracy from any chal-
lenge.

We strongly believe that
whether a general election
under a caretaker government
or under a democratically
we can
not stop some of our political
parties from making allega-
tions and counter allegations of
irregularities, vote ng and
violence in the election. The
imperative need of the time is
thereforé to make situation
conducive to holding a fool-
proof general election as far as
practically possible. We there-

fore ;tmngly feel that Dai:i;.mta
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and the same concessions for
backward classes on the other,
India is left only with a little
leeway because the kitty has
not expanded much. Even spe-
cial rights are being cornered
by what the Supreme Court of
India has characterised "the
creamy layer.” Still worse is
the attitude of those who have
made it in lower castes; they
want to relate more to the up-
per than the lower to get away
from the prejudice they have
suffered in their lives,
Whatever else reservations
may have done, it has fractured
the Indian society. Had job
quotas and admissions to
technical institutes initiated a
process of effecting social re-
forms and the lot of
lower castes, India would have
had a target to achieve. But
now the attention is on the
vote bank, the political fallout
of reservations. Consequently,

¥

;
|

' the people of lower castes con-

tinue to live separate and dis-
tant in the countryside, in the

same squalor and in the same

- shanties where sickly children

and scrawny cows have stayed
together for vears. No doubt,
the nation has given lower

- castes concessions, but if it
" had given them .only an eco-

nomic chance. they might have
cast off discrimination one day.

Novel Campaign in Brazil : Millions against Misery

fight inflation are detached
from reality and that their
structural adjustment pro-
grammes fail to take into ac-
count the needs of society.

Misery is the oldest daugh-
ter of the Brazilian economic
disaster and serves as a con-
stant reminder that fighting
hunger must be a_centerpiece
in any model for development
of this country.

This must be kept in mind
as this October's elections
draw near. Citizens Action
plans to question all candi-
dates on their political plat-
forms and ensure that they do
not forget the 32 million desti-

tute and the 80 million poor.

With the same force that

they took over the national
agenda of 1993, hunger and
misery must now
way into the electoral debate
and become a central theme of

evéry campaign.

fight their

The movement's objective

is to make the fight against
poverty a part of every party's
platform and a priority of both
the next government and all of
Brazilian sociely,
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Model election is the only so-

lution to our political problems
in the greater Interest of

democracy.

We would request all con-

cerned including the Election

Commission, Members of the
Parliament both in the ruling

and opposition parties to help
a correct and uptodate

voters list, issue identity cards
to all voters to follow the suc-

cessful model of Dapunia union
election for the whole of the

country.

All we need is the politics

of solution and not the politics
of problems in our country.
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