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Mohammedans not taking Eart'?

DMFA Cup Round 2 from today

The second rou
nd of the third
DMFA Cup loot
ball tournament
begins today ami-
dst utter chaes
and confusion with holders
Mohammedan Sporting loc-
ked in a raging row with
organisers Dhaka Metropolis
Football Association (DMFA).
Brothers Union take on Vic-
toria Club in the first
match scheduled for a 5 pm
start while last year's runners-
up Abahani Krira Chakra take
on unfancied Farashganj in
day's second encounter from
7 pm at the Dhaka Stadium.
However, the charm and
the spirit of the meet has been
considerably diminished by the
seeming uncertainty over Mo-
hammedans' participation.
One of the two most popu-
lar clubs besides Abahani, Mo-
hammmedans had earlier
pleaded with the DMFA for a
deferment of the second round
on grounds of inadequate
preparatory time for the meet.

Originally seeking a 21-day
lay-off Mohammedans, who
now seem to be engaged in a
ego clash with the organisers,
have of late been advgcating for
a token change if need be, just
for a day. -

The DMFA has so far stuck
to its gun reiterating its inabil-

Sports Reporter
ity to reschedule the meet for
obvious reasons. Antaganism
bordered on indecency sur-
faced yesterday as the DMFA
and Mohammedans expressed
their intentions 6f not moving
an inch from their respective
stances, overruling the mediat
ing efforts of the Dhaka
Metropolis Clubs Association
(DMCA), which tried to recon
cile the warring parties during
its annual meeting at the NSC
conference room. Fazilur Rah
man, secretary of the newly

elected executive commitiee

of Mohammedan Sporting Club
told The Daily Star "We have
swallowed our pride to requesi
the DMFA to push back the
meet by four days pnly. But
they are®obstinate and under
the circumstances we cannot
play.” In a press release issued
on Wednesday night Mo
hammedans had forwarded a
prayer for four-day deferment

‘to the DMFA following a verbal

request in a meeting of the
leagtie committee held on
Tuesday.

DMFA, which has proved
unflinching so far in’' the face of
a boycott threat by one of the
most popular clubs (MSC),
completed their part
formality by issuing a press
release apprising its inability
to put off the meet even by a
day. The beleaguered organi
ser<s have their reasons for
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Meanwhile, Abahani Krira
Chakra, one of the heavy
weights of the Dhaka footbhall,
have already made it known
that they would not participate
if DMFA buckles under Mo-
hammeglans' pressure, more
specifically H any change is
brought in the schedule after

the opening day of the second

round. Abahani did not take
part in the first DMFA Cup.

Abahani are not the only
clubr to exert the courjter pres-
sure on the organisers for an
unchanged schedule. Other
clubs, too. as some of the offi-
clals said. are keen on a timely
completion of the meet, cate-
gorically playing down Moe-
hammedans' appeal for change
in dates

However, the meet seems
destined for a _ disruption
though not because of any re-
quest from any of the partici-

pating clubs. The National
Sports Council, the highest
governing body for country's
sports which owns the sta-

divm. has informed the organ.
isers of its decision to repair
the Noodlight towers from May
B, With the NSC's decision
likely to overrule every other
consideration, the DMFA may
be forced into a change of
minG against s will

- 7
A.q‘{.hﬁi j.

o 2

i ir Shai{ir

(C), a member of the 1986 Iraqi World Cup team, arri

vé& in Dhaka yesterday to

coach Abahani Krira Chakra for the 1994 football season. The much reduced defender had
been associated with Abahani as a coach-cum-player in 1987. He is flanked by (L-R) Kazi
Anwar, Ashrafuddin Ahmed, Shafiul Arefin and Md Gaffar — all former Abahani players
— during a practice session at the Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.s

' — Star photo by Anisur 'Rahman

‘Gunners regain Euro glo

COPENHAGEN,

May 5: Alan
Smith scored an
early goal to give
Arsenal a 1-0 win
over holders Par-
ma in the Cup Winners' Cup

final on Wednesday an earn the

London club their first Euro-
pean title in 24 years, reports
Reuter.

In the 19th minute, Smith
unleashed the winning 15-
metre piledriver which glan-
ced Parma goalkeeper Luca
Bucci's right post after Lorenzo
Minotti's attempted overheag
clearance landed at the stri-
ker's feet.

Arsenal's last European suc-
cess was in 1970 when they
beat Belgium's Anderlecht in
‘the final of the old Inter Cities
Fairs Cup. C

Arsenal's tight defence and
fighting spirit prevailed against
the classy Parma in a fiercely-

fought corntest in front of a
crowd of 33,765 at Parken,
Denmark’'s new national sta-
dium.

Arsenal manager George
Graham, winning his first
European trophy after com-
pleting their full set of English
silverware, said: "We knew il
we could get a 1 we could
keep a clean sheet.

"But the second half
seemed like an hour. Alan
Smith .was the man-of-the-
match but there were a lot of
heroes tonight." -

, Graham added: "I think the
Italians were much sharper
and faster on the ball than we
were. The Italians are better
technicians.”

Arsenal join Toftenham

(1963), West Ham {1965),
Manchester City (1970},
Chelsea (1971)., Everton

(1985) and Manchester United
(1991) as English winners of

-

the trophy.
“l think it's been a wonder-
ful campaign i Europe and it

was lovely to score the goal -

tonight,” Said Smith, who had
only scored six goals all season.

‘I had only got one goal in
the competition, so this was a
greatl tie to get my second. .

"It is very satisfying to beat
an Italian team. They're sup-
posed to have the best league
in the world,” Smith added.

Parma's hopes of becoming
the first team to retain the Cup
Winners' Tup evaporated
againsi a stiling defence. but
Parma coach Nevio Scala ac-
cepted they had lost to a bet-

" ter.team.

"Arsenal were the better
team. They controlled Parmia's
system of play very well." Said

Scala. "We didn't play as well as -

usual and we were very nen-
vous. Buf the match was open
until the end.”
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Shooter Rinki

qualifies for

96 Olympics

Saiful [slam Rinki, a gold
winning Bangladeshi shooter
in the Sixth SAF Games has

qualified for participating in
the next Olympic Games to be

held in Atlanta. according to
message received in Dhaka
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RINKI

yesterday, reports UNB.

He is the first Bamgladeshi,
as well as the first South Aslan
shooter, to officially qualify for
the next Olympics.

Rinki earned the Olympic
qualifying.-mark in the air rifle
event during the World Cup
shooting qualifying competi-
tion now being held in Beijing.

A ten-member national
shooting team under a Chi-
nese coach is presently partic-
ipating in the meet.

Kabaddi camp
begins

The first training session
for the Bangladesh kabaddi
team which will participate In
the 12th Asian Games began
at the kabaddi court yesterday,
reports UNB.

The Games will be held in
the Japanese city of Hiroshima
in next October.

General secretary of
Bangladesh Kabaddi Federation
Monir Hossain inaugurated the
programme,

Forty-three players, includ-
ing 18 national colours from
services team, joined the camp
which will be held twice in a
week on  Thursdays and
Fridays.

Summer badminton
from Sunday

The open summer
minton tournament-1994 or-
ganised by the Bangladesh
Badminton Federation (BBF)
begins at Dhaka wooden floor
gymnasium on Sunday, reports

UNB.
State Minister for Finance

and President of the BBF
Mujibar Rahman will inaugu-
rate the tourney at'7:00 pm.

Maradona resumes
training

BUENOS AIRES, May 5:
Diego Maradona hopes . to start

training with Argentina's na- -

tional squad within a matter of
days, as he bids to win a place
in ‘the World Cup finals, re-
ports AFP. .

Maradona has been training
alone for the past month at a
sports centre 200kms from
here, in a battle to reaeh
match fitness.

But he said on Wednesday:;
“The doubts that I may have
had onee have subsided as my
physical condition improves.”

- Maradona, who guided
Argentina to World Cup victory
in 1986 and to the 1990 final,
met with national coach Alfio
Basile on Wednesday to discuss
his training schedule. '

Argentina are due to play
the Kirin Cup tdurnament in
Japan from May 16.

. Maradona, who had previ-
ously announced his interna-
tional retirement, returned to

the national team for their 3-1

victory over Morocca in a
friendly at Salta, Argentina on
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Veteran leg -
spinner Wahi-dul
Ghani conjured
up some his old
magic as Techva-
liey Computer Lid
clinched the Cup title of the
first office cricket league with

.4 thumping eight-wicket win

over faricied Acme Lab Lid in a
day-night match at the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday.

The former national cap
claimed four wickets to bundle
out Acme Lab for a paltry 134
in 42.5 overs after Acme skip-
per Gazi Ashraf Hossain Lipu,
the former national cricketer,
decided to bat first after hav-
ing won the toss.

Opener Nurul Abedin Nobel
and burly Akram Khan who
scored 34 each, were the only
notable run-getters for Acme
Lab, who never appeared in
command against the steady
Techvalley bowling attack.

Opener Zahid Razzak
Masum, who scored 10, was
the first to go snicking new-
ball bowler Saiful Islam Khan
for a catch behind the wicket.

Saiful, who finished with
two for 30 in his eight overs,
removed Sajid Hassan quickly
to reduce Acme to 19 for two
in 6.3 overs.

National all-rounder Aminul
Islam Bulbul then took the
prized scalp of Noble, who re-
turned a tame catch to the
bowler' after scoring a patient
34 off 73 deliveries.

Aminul Islam with his off-
spin also claimed the oppo-
nent skipper Gazi Ashraf
Hossain Lipu’'s (9) wicket same
way to finish with two for 24
from his quota of nine overs.
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Acme's hopes of making a
fighting total were destroyed
when Akram Khan ran himsell
out after hitting a quick fire 34
off 44 balls

Wahidul Ghani, evho fin-
ished with a fowur-wicket haul
then zipped through the tail of

. M-0-m

WAHIDUL GHANI

Acme Iinnings to win the man
of-the-match award
Chasing an easy
Techvalley reached
32 4 overs
wickets

target
137 in
losing only two

Openers Biddyut and
Harunur Rashid Liton who
scored 92 runs for the first
wicket, shaped the victory
while national colours Athar Al
Khan and Aminul Islam com-
pleted the last rites with more
than 12 overs to spare in the
45-overs-a-side match

Biddyut scored a sparkling
45 while Liton made 47 with
the help of five hits to the
fence and a huge sixer

Athar Ali Khan, who re

ey lift Cup title

mained not out on 28, hit the
winning run with a huge six
over bowler Rokon. His 35
ball innings included three
sparkling hits to the fence.

In the absence of chief
guest State Minister for Youth
and Sports Sadeque Hossain,
the Managing Dire¢tor of Acme
Lab, Mizanur Rahman Sinha
distributed the prizes

BSJA awards '93

Syed Rumman bin Wali
Shabbir of the Mohammedan
Sporting Club was adjudged
best footballer-of-the-year
1993 by the Bangladesh Sports
Journalists Association [BSJA]
yesterday. reports BSS

The association also an-
nounced names of the best
sportsmen for the year |993
in the disciplines of cricket.
hockey., shooting. athletics,

and boxing.

Besides the BSJA declared |

the names of best coach. or-
ganisers. patron and a special
award for outstanpding contri-
butions in the field of sports

The award winners are:
Cricket — Enamul Haque Moni
(Biman). hockey — Mahbub
Harun (Abahani). shooting —
Atiqur Rahman and Saiful
Islam Rinki, athletics — Bimal
Chandra Tarafder [(BKSP).
boxing — Mozammel Haque
(Police), coach — Mahtabur
Rahman Bulbul (Baskethall).
and Sufia Khatun (Athletics),
organisers — Syed Yusuf
H?uuiln. Shamsul Bari and
Hassan Rumi (Khulga) patron
— Biman Bangladesh Airlines
and special award — [brahim
Saber

Worcester 265

for four

WORCESTER. . May
5 Graeme Hick blew hot ad
cold in all-too-familiar fashion
on Wednesday after getting the
chance to impress some of
England's cricket selectors.
reporis Reuter.

Ray [Mlingworth. Keith Fle-
tcher and Brian Bolus were
given their first look at the
New Zealanders as they
dodged the showers.

But the three men must
have enjoyed Steve Rhodes'
combative unbeaten 61 more
than Hick's 90-ball 67 as
Worcestershire totalled 265
for four on the first day of a
three-day game.

Worcestershire keeper
Rhodes, in line for Jack
Russell's place in the Test
team, was at his best against
the pace of New Zealand
paceman Heath Davis.

Hick, as ever. was some-
times less than convincing
when the bowling was at its
fastest [

Caught behind off a no ball.
and beaten several times by
the unlucky Davis early in his
innings. Hick survived .to
thump some trademark square
cuts and straight drives.

His innings contained 14
fours. but when he was caught
behind trying to cut left-arm
spinner Matthew Hart he had
still done little o make him an
awMomatic Test choice.

Davis. the uncapped 22-
year-old half-Maeri., is dis-
tinctly quick and the injuries
to Danny Morrison and Simon
Doull have given him a lot of .
early bowling on the tour.

He still has no-ball trouble,
and is prone to lose direction.
as reflected in figures of 1-113
off 14 overs. ' ,
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Arsenal striker Alan Smith proudly holds aloft the Kuropean Cup Winners Cup after his

[ ; : team defend the world title,”
EﬁgEﬂm beat Italian side Parma in the final in Copenhagen on Wednesday. — AFP photo
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