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Thatcher for air strikes
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against Bosnian Serbs

WASHINGTON, May 5
Former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher said on
Wegdnesday air strikes against
Serbian positions in Bosnia and
partially lifting the embargo to
allow arms to Muslim forces
are necessary to end the war
in Bosnip, reports AFP.

"Air strikes are effective, as
long as they are not on a small
scale, hedged with political
hesitations and qualifications.”
wrote Thatcher in an article
published in Wednesday's New
York Times.

Thatcher said if airstrikes
had been carried out in the
summer of 1991 the war
would not have carried on, she
said the West is now faced
with a far more complex and
dangerous situation, trying to
protect weakened Muslim po-
sitions. :

Thatcher said the interna-
tional community must now
mount repeated, large-scale air
attacks on Bosnian-Serb posi-

tions. acting in accordance
with existing UN mandates.

The West should alsp not al-

low Russian resistance to at-
tacks halt international action.

"NATO cannot have its poli-
cies entirely shaped by Russian
sensibilities,” saild Thatcher.

Thatcher said the arms em-
bargo's legal standing is ques-
tionable.

The US, Britain and France
— pr if necessary. the US act-
ing alone — should formally
state that they do not intend to
contimue with it,” she added.

"A well-armed Muslim-
Croatian alliance would con-
front the Serbs with a quite

, new and unwelcome challenge.

It might even prompt the
Serbs to settle,” said Thatcher.

Thatcher said the interna-
tional community must take
action to demonstrate its will
to end the conflict.

"If the West does not take
action. UN and NATO credibil-
ity will be in doubt.
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SANAA, 5: President Ali
Abdallah Saleh declared a 30-
day state of emergency today
following warsening fighiting
between his supporters and
their southern rivals, the offi-
clal Yemeni news agency re-

The aim was to "bring to
heel separatists” within the
south Yemeni Socialist
Party led by his rival, Vice
President Ali Salem Al-Baid, it
said. :

A US special envoy, Robejt
Pelletreau, arrived Wednesday
to try to defuse the crisis
which is pitting forces from
the former North Yemen, loyal
to the against those
from the old South Yemen,
“who back his Vice-President.

The two have been at log-
gerheads for months and the
dispute is threatening to de-
generate into a civil war which
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Thai MP accused of sm Sk
member of parliament of Thailand has been accu of
involvement in smuggling more than 47 tons of marijuana
into the United States between 1977 and 1987, Xinhua
reports from Bangkok. |
The office of the drug enforcement administration in
Bangkok said on Wednesday the dealings had earned the MP,
Thanong Siripreechapong, about 10.3 million US dollars in
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Thanong is an MP of the Chart Thai Party, the largest
opposition party in the Thai .parliament.

Vietnamese PM to visit Myanmar:

Vietnam's Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet will visit Myanmar in
the near future, Myammar authogities announced yesterday.
Xinhua from Y 3

At ﬂmmfnuuﬁtium nfmucnim General Than Shwe, chairman of
the Myanmar State Law and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC) and Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar. The
Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam Vo Van
Kiet will pay an official friendly visit to Myanmar.

Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet will be accompanied by
Madame Vo Van Kiet and others. Myanmar Deputy Foreign

Minister U Nyunt had visited Vietnam in April this year.

Chinese plane hijacker sentenced:

A court has sentenced a Chinesé businessman to 10 years in
prison for hijacking a Chinese jetliner to Taiwan last
December, officials said Thursday, AP reports from Taipei.
They said Gao Jun, 25, from China's Shandong province,
was sentenced Wednesday by a district court for
commandeering a Northern Airlines’ MD-82 on December 8

by wielding a knife.

While in detention, Gao attempted to commit suicide by
a toothbrush, a screw and two small batteries.

Gao told reporters.. after the hifa

¢king that he

commandeered the 'plane because he wanted to live in

Gemanzliﬁsarmsbanm'l‘urkey:

ednesday lifted an arms embargo imposed

briefly on Turkey amid allegations that German weapons were
being

ru'd;n‘l.lhﬂlter Klaus Kinkel said
show German armored vehicles in action lnITurtuh

3

to crack down on Kurdish separatists, AP reports

purporting

Kurdistan were unconvincing. The embargo was imposed on
Turkey after human rights activists presented the photos to
the Foreign Ministry on April 12.

has sold and transferred hundreds of millions of '

marks worth of arms to Turkey, but the contracts prohibit
wmmmwmmwn

Lady
Princess Margaret

Sarah Armstrong-Jones, 29-year-old daughter on
has become engaged to longtime

when or where the wedding would take place.
Sarah, an artist, is the daughter of photographer Lord

Snowdon, who was divorced from Princess Margaret in 1978
Her brother David, furniture designer Viscount Linley, was
married last year to heiress Serena Stanhope.

Sihanouk dismayed

by killings of
soldiers' wives

PHNOM PENH, May 5: King
Norodom Sihanouk said on,
Thursday he was dismayed by
the “very cruel” rapes and de-

capitations of up to 10 wives of
soldiers by Khmer

w in northwest
reports AFP.

The Khmer Rouge were
taking revenge on the wives of
soldiers fighting with the
Khmer People's National
Liberation Fromt (KPNLF)
which wused to be allied with

the Khmer Rouge and changed
side to fight on the side of the

could split the country only

Fierce fighting continues

four years after they united.
Meanwhile Reuter adds:
Fierce rovket, artillery and

' tank battles raged in several

areas of Yemen early today and
a northern spokesman said
loyal troops were under siege
in Aden, capital of the former
Marxist South Yemen.

Pqglitical sources in Sanaa
sald the country's three-party
coalition government met on
Wednesday night to -consider
whether it should offer its
resignation to pave the way of a
new administration in the face
of the deepening crisis. There
was no immediate indication if
any decision had been taken.

The northern spokesman
said that "secessionist forces
launched an attack against
(northern) central ‘security
units in Aden using tanks, ar-
mour ant various weapon fire
after encircling their camp.”

He said the attack was still

_in progress s three hours later.

The central security camp
is close to Aden international
airport. It has been at the cen-

tre of the friction, with Aden .

demanding that it be move far

from the airport and Sanaa .

authorities rejecting any shift-
ing of the camp. o

The first confirmed reports
of fighting came on Wednesday

- when southern and northern

spokesmen said fighting flared
up in the northern town of
Dahmar. 100km (60 miles)
south of the capital Sanaa.

An official of the southern
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) in
Dahmar, said: "Rockets, ar-
tillery and tank fire are being
used in the battle started by
northern troops.”

A northern spokesman later
said "the forces of aggression

at Al-Anad (in the South) are

ferociously . attacking (the

Emergency declared in Yemen

,porthern) second brigade in -

Radfan. There is no doubt that

‘southern Vice-President Ali

Salem Al-Baidh... has-declared
war against the people and all
those who are with unity."

- Unconfirmed reports in
Sanaa sald fighting had also
spread to the northern oil-
producing region of Marib and
Yarim close to the former bor-
der with South Yemen.

- The northern spﬁke;man
said "efforts are under way -

. from all directions and by a

multinational military com-

mission to put a final end to

the fighting and ward off the
spread of human and material
losses.” :

Eyewitnesses in Aden said
earlier on Wednesday that
residents were panicking in

the streets of the city after -

hearing artillery shells explod-
ing. .
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Pnle;tininnl express mixed feelings o

T .
f joy and anger

towards Israeli soldiers in Jericho May 4, after the
autonomy agreement signing ceremony in Cairo between

Iml and the PLO.

Palestnians

—Al'_'thn-‘l.o

JERUSALEM, ‘:h‘.lay 5: Here

are key facts about'the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank town
of Jericho, reports Reuter.

Gaza Strip

Population: About 750,000
Palestinians and 4,000 Jewish
settlers according to Israeli
Central Bureau of Statistics
1992 figures. Other esfimates
put the number of Palestinians
at one million. About half the
Palestinian populationr are
refugees from the 1948 Arab-
Israeli war.

Area: 36.3 square km (1.36
square miles) on the Medit-
erranean coast and the
Egyvptian Sinai Desert. .

Economy: GNP is estimated
at around 800 million dollars.
Per capita income is around
800 dollars.

Agriculture is the mainstay
of the local economy. -

About 4,000 Palestinians’

work for the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency
[UNRWA) which aids Pales-
tinian ,_

Religion: Almost all of Gaza's
Palestinians are Sunni

~ Muslimis.

Medern history: In 1948,
the Gaza Strip, a rectangular
area along the southern coast

of the Mediterranean sea was -

cut off from the rest of
Palestine after the founding of
the Jewish state.

celebrate new

era of self-rule

GAZA CITY, May 5:
Palestinians stepped into a
new era of self-rule in Gaza and
Jericho after 27 years of [sraeli
occupation, cheering the ar-
rival of PLO police comman-
ders and the release of
Palestinian prisoners, reports
AP. :

But the signing on
Wednesday of the Palestinian
self-rule agreement after
months of torturous negotia-
tions left important issues un-

‘resolved and the changeover

was expecied to be rocky.

Sull, the prospect of auton-
omy and an eventual
Palestinian state produced re-
markable displays of goodwill
in areas torn by six years of
violence.

Newly freed Palestinian
prisoners posed for pictures
and shook hands with Israelj
soldiers, and some people re-
leased doves. Children in the
West Bank town of Jericho
showered an Israeli police car
with flowers.

Israeli soldiers shouted
"Shalom"” at passing Palestinian
Cars.
"This is the beginning of
the changes we will see on the
ground soon. It's the beginning
of the translation of the his-
toric agreement,” said Col
Maher Fara a spokesman for
the Palestinian police force
that will patrol the autonomous

zones in the Gaza Strip and
around Jericho.

Despite the formal signing
ceremony Iin Cairo, Egypt,
three main issues remained
unresolved; the release of non-
PLO Palestinian prisoners
from Israeli jails, the size of
the Jericho area, and
Palestinian demands to have at
least a symbolic police pres-
ence at border crossings.

Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin and PLO leader
Yasser Arafat, bartering even
as the ceremony unfolded,
signed the 200-page docu-
ment that emerged from
nearly seven months of talks
repeatedly interrupted by vio-

Manila supports
Cairo Accord

MANILA, Mavs 5 The Phi-
lippines supports the self-rule
accord between the Palestine
Liberation Organisation and

Israel. Foreign Secretary Ro-
berto Romulo said Thursday,

reports AP.

Romulo said the agreement
signed Wednesday is a 'crucial
segment of the process by
which the Palestinian people
will one day realize full and to-
tal statehood.”

He called it a significant de-
velopment for the attainmert
of peace in the Middle East.

lence and temporary dead-
locks. An outline of autonomy
was signed September 13 in
Washington, but this docu-
ment filled in the details. '
The signing itself was dis-
rupted when Arafat momentar-
ily walked away In a last-
minute dispute over a map. It
produced an extraordinary
scene as President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt. Secretary of

" State Warren Christopher and

others negotiated with Arafat
on stage as speeches contin-
ued.

Palestinians are just begin
ning to organise the adminis-
trative departments needed to
assume control. .

Brig Gen Ghazi Al-Jaball,
leader of the advance group of
19 police commanders who
arrived Wednesday from Egypt.
toured military camps that
Israel will turn over in Gaza
City, Khan Yunis and Rafah.

"We are bringing love, op-
timism and hope to the people
of Gaza and Jericho," Al-Jabali
said, but he indicated changes
would take time.

He told reporters the initial
force of 1,500 Palestinian po-
lice officers would arrive in a
week with uniforms and arms
and not Thursday as previously

reported.
p:i-,.lnbali also said the

nightly curfew, would not be
lifted immediately.

‘cupied it during the

Key fhctg’"‘bbbdfGaza, Jencho

Egypt retained the area and
administered it until Israel oc-
1967
Middle-East war.

In 1987, a road accident
sparked massive demonstra-
tions in Gaza's Jabalya refugee
camp, giving birth to the
Palestinian Intifada or uprising.

Although supperters of PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat remain
.the dominamt power in the
conservative and ‘traditional
Gaza Strip, Muslim fundamen-
talists in the Islamic resistance
movement Hamas have been

- gaining strength. |

The group, born after the
outbreak of the uprising, has
enough strength to create dif-
ficulties for PLO rule in the

Gaza Strip.

Jericho area

Population: About 25.000
Palestinians, of whom 14,000
live in the town of Jericho, vil-
lage of Ouja and two small
refugee camps Agbat Jaber and
Ain Al-Sultan.

Area: About 60 square km
(23 square miles) located adja-
cent to the Jordan River.

Language: Arabic

Economy: Farming, tourism
are the main sources of in-
come for. Palestinians in
Jericho.

. Religion: 95 per cent Sunni
Muslim, 5 per cent Christian.

Sweden's top-model Heeha

Christisson kissss AmMerionss

. _ The Duily Star 5
Internatlﬂnalﬁ

Off the d

singer Ray Charles, after she gave him the Lifelorg
Contribution to the Music Industry Award, May 4 during

the World Music, Awards. ceremony in

Monaco. :

Monte-Carlo,
— AFP photo

- Photographer fined for
harassing whales

HONOLULU: A eommercial photographer who sold foo-
tage to television's "I Witness Video" of a pilot whale biting his
assistant was fined 10,000 dollars for whale harassment, re-
ports AP. " : :

. The fine, the maximum possible in a whale harassment
case, was levied Tuesday against Lee Tepley.

Tepley, an experienced underwater photographer, should

have known better ‘than to violate the Marine Mammal
“Protection Act by chasing the pod of whales, said Hugh J
Dolan, the federal administrative law judge who fined him.
Tepley and assistant Lisa Costello steered a powerboat to-
ward a group of whales in 1991, allowing Costello to. swim
with the mammals. She was petting one when it bit her thigh
and briefly held her 40 feet (12 metres) under water.
Tepley sold his video for 5,000 dollars. Fisheries agents
filed charges after seeing it broadcast.
. Charges against Costello were dropped when she agreed
to cooperate with investigators.
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Man did it to avoid alimony
FORT LAUDERDALE: A man convicted of hiring hitmen to
kill his ex-wife so"he could get out of paying a 180,000 dollars

voted Wednesday, reports AP.

_ divorce settlement should be spared the death penalty, a jury -

The jury recommended Paul Hamwi, 48, be sentenced to

life in jail, with a minirmmum of 25 years served before he is

Rockets pound
Kabul: 130 hurt .

KABUL, May 5: Rival Islamic
leaders pounded the shattered
capital of Kabul with hundreds
of rockets for a second day
Thursday. wounding at least
130 people, hospital officials
said, reports AP. _

It was not immediately
known whether anyone was
killed.

"Rockets were falling ev-
erywhere. Right next to me
three of my f(riends were
wounded,” said Mohammed
Zohir, a 22-year-old fighter
loyal to President Burhanuddin
Rabbant.

Since January 1, presiden-
tial .troops have been waging a

| fierce battle with forces loyal
| to renegade Prime Minister
' Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,

who
says he wants Rabbani to re-
sign and hold elections.

At least 1,500 people —

| mostly civillans — have been
| killed in the ferocious fighting.

It has reduced entire neigh-
bourhoods for rubble and has

sent an estimated 500,000

_residents fleeing for safety.

[

A tleacher, who gave his
name only as Daoud, said a
rocket landed in his bullet-
riddled apartment in south
Kabul and injured his three
children. One of the children
was in serious condition with
shra#pnel wounds the other
were Lreated and released.

“Why can't they stop fight-
ing? |
stop.” he said.

am begging them to |

eligible for parole.

Prosecutors say Hamwi didn't want to pay a 180,000 dol-

lars divorce

settlement, so he had his wife killed,

their 18-month-old daughter to die in her crib of dehydra-

tion.

He was acquitted in the degth of his daughter.
Hamwi, of Aspen, Colo, was convicted of first-degree mur-

der in the 1983 killirrg.

The jury also said it recommended a similar sentence for .
Hamwi's co-defendant, Paul Michael Serio, 47. of White
Settlement, Texas. The jury had previously decided on a life
sentence for Serio but it was sealed until Wednesday. :

About 5 lakh flee Rwanda

to escape massacres

NAIROBI. May 5: Al least
489.00Q people ‘have fled
Rwanda to escape massacres
that have ravaged the country
in the past one month, the in-
ternational medical charity
Medecins Sans Frontieres

(MSF) said Wednesday, reports

AFP,
About 265,000 of the
refugees have massed in

Tanzania alone, creating the
largest makeshift

where between 150,000 and
200,000 have now gathered on
a single site, according to a
MSF statement released “here.
As a result, MSF flew 40
tonnes of sanitary and medical
equipment to 'Kampala in
neighbouring Uganda on
Sunday for the border refugee

| ‘camps in Tanzania, while two

other Cargvlancs will leave
Europe on Wednesday and to-
day to bring another 80 tonnes
of medical aid to Tanzania.

These will include tent
hospitals. feeding centres,
shelters, blankets, water
equipment and medical sup-
plies, the statement said.

The majority of the refugees
now in Tanzania are Hutus,
who have led the southward
advance of the mainly-Tutsi
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF)

rebela. while another 15,000
*are Tulsis
Beitween 54.000 and

57 000 Rwandan/Tutsis have
found refuge in Burundi. while

nic

refugee
camp in the world at Benako, -

140,000 Burundians who had
fled to Rwanda to escape eth-
violence after last
October's failed ¢oup 1In
Bujumbura has now returned
to their homeland, despite
continued violence there.
Some 30,000 people have
also fled intq Zaire since the
outbreak of viol in Rwanda
more than *half of whom are
Rwandans of both ethnic
groups. While the rest are
Zaireans, '

Brain stroke
kills 1.5 lakh

a year in US

NEW YORK, May 5: Brain at-
tack kills more than 1,50,000
people a year in the United
States, the National Stroke.
Association [(NSA) said on
Wednesday, reports Xinhua.

A five-year study coordi- .
nated by Duke U ty med-

" jcal center researchers— the

most comprehensive, national
study ever completed — found
that each year stroke affects
approximately 5,50,000 peo-
ple in the country.

The study's investigators
evaluated the overall cost of
stroke — including initial hos-
pital treatment and long-term
care — and found that stroke
costs the US significantly more
than expected, 30 billion dol-
lars annually.

‘World will never accept DPRK

with N-weapons: Hata

PARIS, May 5: Visiting

installed Japanese premier

~ But Hata had siressed that
the international comrmumity.

while maintaining pressure on
North Korean authorities. had

to “reserve a place for negotia-

tions” on the issue.

the International Afomic
Agency to take samples
of spent fuel from its contro-
versial Yongbyon - nuclear
station

The IAEA believes the
sampling of used fuel material
at the five megawatt reactor is
crucial to prove that the North
Koreans have not diverted
fissile material to military
ends.

For his part Mitterrand said
Pyongyang should abide by its
obligations as a signatory of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty

The Japanese premier also
said Tokyo was keen for China
to announce the size of its de
fence budget. adding that such
a move could allay fears by
showing Betjing did not repre
sent a military threat in the

region, Hata's spokesman said.

On the disputed Kurfl is-
lands in Russia's far east,
French officials confirmed that
Japan was ready to boost its
aid to Moscow once a peace
treaty between the tweo had
been signed and the islands
returmned to Japan

Tokyo has resisted pressure
to put its financial muscle be
hind Russia's economic reform
programme because of the
dispute over the fur islands,
occurred by the Soviet Red
Army at the end of World War
1 and which Japan insists
must be reiumed before nor-
mal relations are restored.

The wide-ranging talks also
touched on moves tp widen

lo foreign competition.
‘It is not healthy for one

country to have a trade sur-
plus”, said Hata. cited by Amae,
adding that "we will make an
effort to open up our market.”

Contestants of the Miss Universe pageant pose, in their swimsuits during a shot for the
pageant's television show May 8 in Manila. They will compete for the

crown on May 21.

1994 Miss Universe
— AFP photo

China executed
1400 last year,
says Amnesty

LONDON, May 5: China last
yvear executed more than
1,400 people for crimes rang-
ing from embeszlement to
murder, according to Amnesty
International, reports AP.

Amnesty said in a statement
released Thursday that at least
2.564 people were sentenced
to death in 1993 in China and
1.419 of those sentences were
confirmed to have been car-
ried oul

The organisation, which
opposes capital punishment in
all circumstances, calléd it
“the ultimate form of cruel, In-
human and degrading treat-
ment "

"Even these figures probably
fall drastically short of the true
number. which is considered
to be a 'state secret' by Chinese
officials.” the London-based
human rights group sajd.

Amnesty said the execu-
tions peaked during particular
times of year. such as June 26,
when the state specifically tar-
gets drug tralfickers.



