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An Unconventional Approach to Literacy

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

It does not take much undy\nm!m;l to know
that the process of learning. whether it is for a
child or an adult, can only be of Ay conse
quence if it is made simple and practical. This
is especially true in rural areas where abstract
subjects taught in the conventional education
systemm have little or no value. Zena Sorabjy, a
consullant in the Women's Development Pro-
gramme of the Bahal Institute in India, on a re
cent visit to Dhaka. talks of an ds'l]}[{}ﬂfh to
learning that is both unconventional and prag-
mali

Concentrating mainly on rural areas, the
pru]]ﬁ'ts under this programme include schools
and centres for women and children where,
aloeng with basic reading, writing and mathe-
matics, students are taught about agriculture,

the environment and practical skills such as
sewing, weaving etc. "We also teach them the
spirit of serving othersi says Indian born So-
rabjy, "and of winning not through competition
but through cooperation.”

Fhe training insti- G

tute for women in In- B
dor. Madhya Pradesh,
has been most suc- g
cessful. The program-
me involves bringing
women from the vil- e
lages to the centre §
where they undergo a
three-month training
period. During this
time the women are
taught how to read
.and write angd also
skills such as spin-
ning. weaving stitch-
ing, making arts and @
crafts etc. They are §|
also taught how tof
count, how to use the |
Lape medsure and so!t
on. In additjori, the ! =
women are encour-ji
aged to talk about is- |
sues that directly af- |
fect them. such as | _
the dowry system,
child marriage, wile
battering, child care
.':lmfl health. “The id-
ea, says Sorabjy, fis §
to give them the op-*

portunity to exchange ideas on how to better
Ltheir lives so that they go back to their villages
mnrf- Li_E- change agents ol society”.

Ermﬂt started about six or seven years
aAgo wH a facility for 30 wornen boarders. Ini-
u.jlhr there were Dl]h-' about four to five women.
Taking womenfolk from their villages for three
whole months, was after all, no small task.
There were objections from husbands, in-laws
and families who were skeplu al about the mer
its of this programme. “The coordinator of the
programme realized the need for the support
of the men folk,” says Sorabjy. “so she went
and spoke to them permuail]y Some of the
husbands were even brought to the centre
where they stayed for a few days observing the
programme until they were satisfied of its use
fulness and legitimacy.

The resulis have been quite visible, The stu-
dents of the centre have gone back to their vil
lages with a new sense of selfl esteem. They
have managed to bring about social changes
such as stopping alcoholism that was so ram-
pant in these villages. They are now being con-
sulted for decision making-something that was
unheard of before. “Because of their experience
they now know more about issues. about dis
ease and they olten come up with useful] ideas,

You'll see why it's bette:
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Television is more than a visual experience it's
an audio experience 100,
The fact is it's usually the sound that creates
the drama and emotion while watching TV.
That's why we've created a new range of
colour televisions that is designed to please
your ears as well as your eyes.
it's called PHILIPS
POWERVISON and
it features the
exclusive
Powerhorn a sound
revolution from
POWERHORN (21) Philips in Holland
Features :
POWER PICTURE
-Better contrast
-Optimum Sharpness
-Good Colour
Transience
-Natural Colour
POWER SOUND
-Dynamic Bass Boost
-2 Speaker
-"‘PowerHorn" (21" 200 CTV
with Remote Control
POWER FEATURES
-AV Connection
-Auto Search & Store
-4 Systems (PAL B/G, 5
PAL 60, NTSC 3.58,
NTSC 4.43)
14 CTV T
with Remote Control ‘5“;( Fir:ish
Transcom Electronics Limited
Licensed manutacturer of Phalips Lighting products, Radio and TV Sets I
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which sometimes, even their menfolk don't
have.” adds Sorabjy.

Moreover. their new earning capablility has
given these women an elevated status in the
eyes of their husbands and families. All this has
increased the number of students to 40 per co-
utse with a hundred applications for each term.

But what is unique a%out the training centre
is its literacy programme which not only pro-
vides functional literacy but is based on social
issues. On the first day, for example, the wom-
en do not learn the alphabet but a single word
‘naam’ [(name), after which they are taught how
to write their ownr names. A discussion is also
initiated by the teacher on the issue of names
that represent religion. This {s to teach women
to remove their prejudice against names, and
so religions other than their own.

With an interchange of letters the word
naam’ is transformed into ‘'mana’ which means
that which is forbidden. Under this title the
wornen are ﬁkt‘d lo discuss practices that are

harmful to society
and so should be
& made taboo, such as

Pmknchl B{}B Central .&ctmn Gnunml aecretary general M A Hena preaentmg a paper at a
seminar on the bureaucracy at the Institute of Engineers in the city yesterday.
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i alcoholism, drug ad-
diction, violence agai-
I nst women and so on.
Another word from
this is ‘'maan’ which
means respect or wo-
@ rth. Here, the stude-
nts learn about show-
= ing respect to God,
= parents, elders etc.
4 "All this is aimed to
§ start a thinking pro-

cess among the wom- 8:00
i en, that will ullimate-
1 ly benefit not just .
1 Lhemselves bul the 8:10
i entire community,” B:15
.~ | comments Sorabijy. 8:40
1T Another project ;
i the Institute’s con- | ¥U¢
f sultant talks about is | 925
in Uttar Pradesh, a 10:G0
region with a shock- | *10:15
ing 16 per cent liter- | 11:.05
i § acy among en. 11:30
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Hleracy ‘because there
are no books available.” For this, what is known

as a 'mebile library’' has been introduced. Es- 500
sentially, this is a ‘libraryeof books and a battery
np-erdlf-d television set, that moves all over the
village. not on a truck or van but on bullocks. ,
The mobile library makes its rounds to 10 vil- BERD
lages in 10 days, allowing the village folk to = 5
borrow books and shuwi educational videos. 3:40
Subjects discussed in these videos include
wormen's literacy, gender aquality how to keep 5:10
wells clean, sanitation, how to cure certain dis- |' 5.40
eases etc. _ 6:20
The success of these rural literacy pro- 6855
grammes lies in their informal, unconventional '
approach that reaches ordinary people espe-
cially women in a direct and personal wa 7:20
They are taught things that are relevant o
their way of life, subjects that they can relate 8:00
to. The village‘is a place where morality and re- 8:30
ligion hold higher positions than lugil: could
ever hope for. Creating an awareness about so- 9:00
cial issues along with the basic tools of educa- 10:00
tion is much maore effective than teaching ab-
stract concepts that have no relevance in a et
village conlext. Sorabjy, recently visiting Dhaka, 11:30
believes that this lﬂrnl ue can beé applied to 11:40
the yillages of Bangladesh where the women's 11:45

literacy amd status are the same as in India.

Alor Disheri :

Fitm Show: Border Town
Education Programme
Major Dad

News in Bangla

Moner Mukurey: Mohar Ali
Film show: Tarzan
Programme on health:
Prescription

Images

Closing of morning session

Afternoon session

Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme
SUIMMTIATY

Cartoon show: Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles

Movié of the week: The
Ship of Angelica

News in Bangla

Sports programme
Open University .

Modern songs programme:
Malancha

Special Discussion on
Pension

News in Bangla

Comedy series: Perfect
Strangers

Magazine: Antaranga
News in English
Programme on Hajj
Khabar /The News
Tomerrow's programme
Closing of afternoon
Session.

_Solu Pamtmg Exhibitinn. E},r Mohammad lqbal

Professor Mohammad Kibria will inaugurate. Venue: Gallery of
Alliance Francaise, 26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi. Time: 5:30
pm. The exhibition will remain open from 3:30 pm to 8:00
pm everyday except Saturday till May 19. _

Hﬂgﬂ on Piano: A concert of subrontinental music to be
performed on the piano by renowned composer and artist
Azad Rahman. Venue: American School Auditorium, Unitcd

Nations Road. Baridhara. Time:7: 30 pm.

BUP seminar: on ‘Bhola: Planned Development at

Local Level’ organised by Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad. Main
speaker: Journalist Nazim Uddin Mostan. Chief guest: State

Minister for Planning Dr A Moyeen Khan.

Baishakhi Mela: organised by Bangladesh Federation
of University Women. Venue: Eskaton Ladies Club, Eskaton.
Time: From 10 am to 5 pm.

Anirban Shil]]:u Gosthi: 16th founding anniversary

will be observed through day-long cultural programmes.

venue: Haji Gani Community Centre, 5 Azimpur Road. Time:
9 am,
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Rain l]kely

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
today says rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at one or two places
over Dhaka, Chittagong and Barisal divisions and over the
regions of Pabna, Bogra, Jessore and Kushtia.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry elsewhere over the
country. _

The Met office said day temperature is likely to remain
nearly unchanged. .

“'Countrv's nmx’mum. temperature ol 42.5 degrees Celsius
was recorded in both Rajshahi and Ishwardi and the mini-

muin ol 22.6 degree in both Sylhet and Srimangal.
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'Project true history of
nation thrd' drama'

City Mayor Mohammad at the Guide House auditorium
Hanil yesterday called for pro- in the city was presided over
jecting true history of the na- by Aminul Islam Montu. Play-
tion through drama, reports wright Syed Shamsul Hug,
BSS. ' president of Sammilito Sang-

Speaking as chief guest at a  skritik Jote Faiz Ahmed and
seminar on "inadequate stage - architect Robiul Hussain
facilities ahd solution." he said participated in the discussion.
the people involved in per- Mayor Hanif reiterated his
forming drama could play an commitment to establish and
important role in projecting open air stage in the capital
positive sides of the society. and 'said he would also do hjs

Organised by a cultural or- best to rename Baily Road as
ganisation 'Samay, the seminar - 'Natak Sarani.’

| APARTMENT (1675 SFT) |
DUPLEX {2130 SFT).

AT BANANI R/A,
ROAD 28, PLOT 03

Hassam and RAssociates Limited
110 Baro Maghbazar, Kazi Office Lane, Dhaka
Call : 407075, 418796, 837135

SERVIER LABORATORIES, IS THE LARGEST PRIVATE
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY IN FRANCE. SERVIER IS
HIGHLY INNOVATIVE RESEARCH BASED MULTINATIONAL
COMPANY AND ITS QUALITY PRODUCTS ARE MARKETED
IN OVER 120 COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD.

THE SELECTED CANDIDATES WILL HAVE TO REGULARLY
VISIT DOCTORS IN HOSPITALS AND CLINICS TO PROMOTE
'SERVIER'S PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS, '

CANDIDATES SHOULD HAVE A UNIVERSITY DEGREE
IN PHARMACY OR PRE-MEDICAL SUBJECTS AND BE FLUENT IN
ENGLISH. THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE MUST BE HIGHLY
SELF MOTIVATED, ENTHUSIASTIC, WELL GROOMED, AND
AMBITIOUS.

IF YOU ARE A YOUNGMAN OF AROUND 25 YEARS WITH
ABOVE MENTIONED QUALIFICATION AND CAPABILITIES,
A MOTIVATING REMUNERATION AND FRINGE BENEFITS
WILL BE OFFERED. YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND YOUR
APPLICATION WITH PHOTO, BIO-DATA AND HAND WRITTEN
APPLICATION BEFORE 19TH MAY, 1994. TO OUR SOLE AGENT
AND DISTRIBUTOR FOR BANGLADESH.

TRANSCOM DISTRIBUTION CO. LTD.

52, MOTIFHEELC/A
DHAKRA-1000
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JOIN THE CRAZE &
PARTICIPATE IN YO-YO COMPETITION

fter massive syccess in more
than eighty countries, now the
Yo-Yo is in Bangladesh. The Yo-Yo

promotion is exClusively sponsored  weekly contests nearby you, which
by Coca-Cole and will be will eventually lead to semifinails
. conducted by the champions of and final

Jack Russeéll Company Inc.

Get yourself introduced with the
international Yo-Yo Champions.
There will be more than 1600 Daily,

So prepare for this exciting
competitions. Join the craze and
win attractive prizes

Get your Yo-Yo now and
Join the competition.
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