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1JO sessions 1n city from May 12
Jute to be projected as

'environment-friendly’

By Staff Correspondent

The new eopportunities for
jute openexl by the worldwide
anxiety to ect the envi-
ronment will get due emphasis
at the 21st sessions of the
International Jute Council and
the Committee on Projects
scheduled to be held in Dhaka
from May 12 to 15.

The sessions organised by
the International Jute Orga-
nisation (1JO) will be par-
ticipated by its 28 member-
countries including India,
China. Pakistan, Thailand,
Indonesia and host Bangladesh.

IJO officials told a press

in the city yesterday
the sessions will discuss ways
and means to premote jute and
jute goods in the international
market as an environment-
friendly product.

Due to popularity of syn-

. which are also
chupu' ‘than jutc goods, syn-
thetic goods have replaced jute
goods to a great extent over
the last two decades. Jute ex-
ports to western couniries
have
metric tons in '90 from 1.8
million in '70. |

"The jute growing countries
now, must find better utilities
of jute than uynth:tum to gear
up jute exports to the western

to 0.7 million .

countries.” WO officials said.

The briefing was addressed
by Executive of WO K
M Rabbani, Director A J
Brown, senior efficials Dr M
Zahidul Huque and Rathind-
ranath De and Dr 8§ R
Ranganathan.

"We see a bright future of
jute market, If we stress more
the environment [riendliness
of jute and make production of
paper from jute viable — it is
bound to go up in the interia-
tional market.  said A J Brown.
Geo-textiles produced from
jule has also promises ol a big-
ger market. he added.

Since its inception in 1984,
the 1JO spent 5.4 million US

dollars for different types of

research on jute in collabora-
tion with its member-states. It

- 'had been working on lowering

the cost of tion of jute,
improving fibre quality. In-
creasing per unit production,

.developing better jute seeds

and even jute seeding ma-
chine,

The  researches organised
by the LJO also opened up ex-
<hange of information among
the jute growing countries like
Bangladesh, India, China and
others for the first time, 1JO
olfficials said.

PM addresses Sangsad
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nomic emancipation — we have
already achieved the first two,
while we have made some sig-
nificant progress in achieving
. the third nbjccﬂvc duﬂng the

last three years.”
. The world, with the end of
the Cold War. has now entered
an era of trade wars. the
Leader of the House observed
and acdded “we cannot afford to
lag behind in the competition."
Khaleda Zia also told the
House that the government
had succeeded in attracting
foreign investment in the
- country and it was now essen-
_ tial to ensure 4 congenial at-

for the investors.

# "In thal case, we need the

sincere cmperatihn of all con-

wﬂl discuss and resolve
s here en the

| lead the nation unitedly -
‘a promising future.”

the Leader of the House said.

The Premier finished her
eight-minute speech -'amid
cheerful thumping of benches
by the ruling party lawmakers
at 7:55 pm.

Earlier, Speakr:r Shaikh

lll!:ll‘lhl}". including Nurul
Ahmed Chowdhury, Khairul
* Anam, Alimullah Chowdhury
and Mehammad Abdul

- Mohaimen.
maﬁﬂmmnd ro-

|hmdp1cfatthehaunflim

lone and con-

. e House nominated a
five-member
‘men to over the House
in the a of the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker. -

The Post Office (Amend-
‘ment) Bill, 1994 was intro-
dueed in the House. The Police
Officers (special provisions)
Ordinance, 1994 was also laid
‘before the JS.

The Speaker deferred con-

' :lde.raum of - the Jatiya

or of the JS and thus we

1 of chair- -

request of the Works Minister

 Rafiqul Islam Miah.

The Works Minister sought
the deferment on the ground
that the Opposition members,
who were now outside the
House, should be allowed to
participate in the passage of
such an imporiant bill.

The minister. at the same
time, hoped the Opposition
MPs would return to the House
Sunday and participate in the
discussion on the bill seeking
the setting up of an indepen-
dent secretariat for ' Parlia-
ment.

State Minister for Establish-
ment Aminul Huq placed the
1993 annual report of the

" Bangladesh: Fublic. Scnric:

Comimission.

Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni over the
House duririg the qmd.mn an-
swer hour.

r Shaikh anuk Ali
adjourned the House at nine
last. night to résume at 4:30

pm Sunday.
- SC takes up
Azam’s case

Hearing of ' the govern-
ment's appeal against a High
Court verdict restoring the
citizenship of Prof Golam Azam
began yesterday before the
Appellate Division
Supreme Court, reports BS5.

_Attorney General Aminul
Huq, appearing for the State.
placed the leave order which
was passed by the Appellate
Division. Huq also placed the
Bangladesh Citizenship Order
1972 along with the subse-
quent amendment.

Thereafter, the Attorney
-General submitted that Golam

- Azam’s visit to the then West
the War of’

Pakistan during
Liberation was a politico-mili-
tary mission. Golam Azam did
not go there for employment
" or for the pursuit of his stud-
ies; as such his stay in the then
West Pakistan during the War
of Liberation does not fall
within the purview of Article 2
of the Presidential Order 1489
of 1972.
Hearing will resume on May

of the .
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Furrt-lgn M:mster ASMM Hnntaﬁ:ur Rahman iddremng a seminar organised jointly by t.hi

World Bank and the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) at the NEC
auditorium in the city yesterday. The Vice President and President of the MCCI Azimur
Rahman and Latifur Rahman respectively, State Minister for Planning Dr A Moyeen Khan
and Lard Megnad Jagadish Chandra Desai, Professor of Economics at the London School of

Economics, are also seen.

— Star photo

South Asian economies must integrate

to face global challenge

Integration of the South
Asian economies is the only
way to face the growing chal-
lenge of the global economy.
noted economist Lord Meg-

‘hnad Desai said at a seminar in

the city yesterday.
Lord Desai, a professor at

| the London School of Econo-

mics and a member of the
British Houseé of Lords. said
the South Asian countries are
increasingly becoming less
important to the rest of the
world for their insignificant
position in global politics and
economy,

The world is not al all wor-
ried about South Asia although
the region has highly intelli-
gent people and is unigue in
many ways, he said.

The Indian-born British
economist was addressing
seminar on “"South Asian Eco-
nomies in the 21st Century”
organised jointly by the World
Bank Resident Mission in
Dhaka and the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) at the audi-
torium -of the National
Economic Council (NEC).

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman inaugu-
rated the seminar while State
Minister for Planning Dr A
Moyeen Khan attended the in-.
augural session-as a special
guest. MCCI president Latifur
Rahman, vice-president
Azimur Rahman and F Kilby,
chief of Industrial and Finance

Division of the WB, were also -

present.
hkghnad Desat said the na-

ture of poverty and the prob-
lems of the economies' of
South Asian'countries are the
same and they can face these
easily by.putting all their re-
sources and strength together.

France and Germ.—.mj.r have

- tied up their economies with

the European Community re-
moving long enmity, he said.’
Then why are the South Asian
countries not doing so by re-
moving mere irritants. he
questioned.

Referring to the economic
policies, specially the, struc-
tural adjustment programmes
and other economic reforms,
Desai said the vast majority of

the poor people, specially the

rural poor. are being deprived
of the ‘'surplus’ of the South
Asian region. The surplus is
being enjoyed by the rent-
seeking people of the metro-
polises. of the region, he

By Staff Correupnndent

observed.

Emphasising the need for a
‘pro-poor economic plan,’ the
British economist said the
agriculture sector should be
given tep most priority in the
economic planning of the
countiries of the region.
Politically, the governments of
the region have [ailed to feed
the poor and develop the
economy, he said, gdding the
poor are burdened with various
types of direct and Indireﬂ
taxes.

He said the only way to alle-
viate poverty is to give the
money taken through taxation
back to the then. The govern-
ments of the regions have to
reduce taxation and bring
down their expenditures by
cutlting down the size of the

" administration, Desai observed.

Describing the South Asian
economies as the 'paratox’ of
‘for€éign interference, Meghnad
Desai said the reforms and
structural adjustment pro-
grammes are actually being
pushed by external forces and
thése are not the outcome of
internal realisation. For this,
there are a lot of suspicion and
mistrust among a cross-section
of people about the outcome of
the reform programmes, he
said and added this is not good
for the implementation of the
programmes. People would

-have to be convinced of the

outcome of the reform mea-
sures before implementation
of the programmes, he ob-

" Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman emphasised the need
for increased interaction be-
tween the South Asian states
and said with the liberalisation
of the economies and changing
scenario in the global econ-
omy, the countries of the re-
gion have a lot of challenges to
face. Greater mﬂona] integra-

tion s the only way to face the
challenges successfully, he
said.

Lord Desai termed the par-
titlon of South Asia in 1947 “a
historical illogical mistake”
and said the division had made
the development of the region
difficuit.

Former Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Jamaluddin Ahmed and
Pakistan High Commissioner
in Dhaka Anwar Kemal, taking
part in the discussion. con-
tradicted Desal’'s observations

regarding Partition.

Anwar Kemal said the par-
titton of the region was,
inevitable for security prob-
lems. By dividing the sub-con-
tinent, the people of the three
couniries were able 10 remove
that. security problem and de-
velop themselves with re-
newed confidence, he said,
and added the three couniries’
are now in a betier position to
talk about cooperation.

Jamaluddin Ahmed said the
new .generations of the regions
have been re-évaluating their
history and they would be able
to understand better whether
the partition was a ‘mistake’ or
not.

The workirg session of the
seminar was presided over by
State Minister for Planning Dr
A Khan was addressed
by. among others, Prof Dr
Rehman Sobhan, Abul Hassan
Chowdhu
duddin Mahmud, Editor of the
weekly Holiday Enayetullah-
Khan, S H Kabir of Raneta
Pharmaceuticals, former Fi-
nance Minister A M M Mubhit,
Nasrin Khandaker of Dhaka
University, Pro Vice Cha-
ncellor of the National Uni-
versity Prof Mahbubullah and
Member of the Planning
Cumnﬂﬂlun M [ Talukder.
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l "We are coming closer to
the day when disputes that
were once inflamed by the ar-

settled by the force of argu-
ment,” he said.

Agreement on signing the
accord came early Wednesday

| morning after a more than six

hour nm':ting betwer.n Arafnt
andRahln

Palestinian t:hie{ neﬁ:rtiatnr
Nabil Shaath announced an

hinerlea
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agreement was reached, but
later in the morning he made
clear this. was achieved by

| putting off three of the main

issues until after the signing.
. . These were the numtber of
Palestinian prisoners to be

#

" Jerusalem.
gument of force will now be ' .

| Self-rule accord SIgned

negotiations on a permanent
settlement for the rest of the

West Bank and Arab east

That could end the conflict

- that began late in the last cen-

freed, the exact size of Jericho

and whether "a uniformed"
1 Palgstinian guard would stand

on the bridge crossing from
Jordan to the West Bank.

' . But the impasse
was broken when Israel raised
to 62 square kilometers the
amount of land it would with-
draw from around Jericho, up-

| ping its offer of 54 lqum

kilometers.

Shaath insisted that all
' 8.400 prisoners held by Israel
would eventually be freed,
Agreement on 5,000 has al-
ready been reached.

But Israel doesn't want to
free around 450 who have

murdered [sraelis and some -

3.000 others, most of whom
Israel says are members of the
radical Islamic . movement

Hamas thltqu:nlmtht'pﬂne'

pmt:m

;}  Despite complaints that the
| agreement 'still leaves Israel

too much power over their
lives, Palestinians started say-

most want and many Israelis

I FFFFTRFE

| most fear — an independent

state. .
| "“This is the first for a
Palestinian state,” Faisal

m:mm
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No: 88-92-863036, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.

Husseini. the main Palestinian
leader in the occupied territo-
ries. "1 would hope that it
would be a bigger first step,
but it is the beginning.”

The accord does ecall for

o

ing it would lead to what they -

tury, when Jews started think-

ing of a homeland in Palestine

just as some Palestinians were
dreaming -of independence
themselves after centuries of
Ottoman Turkish rule.

From what is known of the
accord, 1t will give the
Palestinians the right to make
laws, collect taxes and issue
travel documents cnntalnlng
the word 'passport.’

But a joint committee with
Israelis will have to approve
the laws, and the travel docu-
ment will cuntain the words
'laissez passer.’ a French-term
for papers often used by thnue
who have no passports.

The Israelis keep cuntml of
Gaza's Jewish settlemenis and
the border ngs to Egypt
‘and Jordan. And Israel still can
‘move troops into the self-rule
zones "in the event of the out-
break of general-hostilities or
imminent threat of such

. hostilities.”

Nazmﬁl Huda
meets Clinton

ATLANTA (USA), May 4;

Information Minister Nazmul

Huda paid a courtesy call on
US President Bill Clinton on
_Wodtrtduy evening and con-
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's gratitude to the
President for his concern for
the cyclone victims iIn
and his readiness

Hudu met anﬁ:m Clinton
during a recess’ after hijs
{President) speech at a "Global
Forum.” by the CNN
World Report at the Elrter

- Centre here.

President Clinton expre-

" ssed his sympathies with the

victims of the receni cyclone
and re-asgured his help and
assistance to Bangladesh,

{ accepting the Opposition de

ry. MP, Prof Wahi-.

{ minibus passengers died on

.drivers of both the wvehicles

| dent at the same spot.

-

Opposmon
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Ipﬂﬂ'l urp:l the Opposition
MPs to join the current ses-
sion and resolve all problems
through discussion on the
floor of the House

Rejecting outright the
Prime Minister s overture to
the boycotting Opposition.
Hasina said "Her speech is de-
void to substance. So. the
guestions of aceeplance or re-
jection cannot arise.”

She said a free and fair
election under a caretaker
government is the need of the
hour to save democracy. the
people’'s voting righi and the
national economy.

"We want elections as soon
as possible under a caretaker
government ... It will be good
for the nation if the elections
;" Hasina told

The prm briefing was at-
tended by Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad.
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury and
Tofael Ahmed of Awami
League. Barrister Maudud
Ahmed and Anwar Hossain
Manju of Jatiya Party, Maulana
Abdus Sobhan and Sheikh
Ansar Ali of the Jamaat-e:
Islami, Suranjit Sengupta of
the Ganataniri Party: and
Salahuddin Qader Chowdhury
of the NDP.

Earlier, leaders of  different

. opposition parties and groups

met at the Sangsad Bhaban
with Sheikh Hasina in the
chair and exchanged views on
the Prime Minister's speech
in Parliament which went into
its summer session yesterday
without the Opposition

Questioning the honesty of
the Prime Minister's remarks
about making Parliament
"effective”. Hasina said the
ruling party had rejected by
voice vote all the bills and
resolutions on various prob-
lems and important national
188 s,

Maudud Ahmed said the
Prime Minister. in her speech
in Parliament last night. had

stafed nothing new.
Maulana 18 Sobhan said

the Prime Minister has failed
to create condition for the
Opposition to return to the
Hoyse.

uranjit Sengupta said the
government should immedi-

| ately place the caretaker gov-

erninent bill in the House be-
fore Lhe nation plunges into a
political crisis.

Salauddin Qader Chowdhury
said if the Prime Minister had
been sincere. she would have
addressed the real problem by

mand for a caretaker govern
ment.

Cyclone death
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in Bandarban.

The district control room
in Cox's Bazar had recorded
112 deaths until last night
among which 84 were
Rohingya refugees. But the
number of Rohingya victims is
different from that given by
another control room set up by
the Rohingya Relief .and
Rehabilitation Commissioner
which says 54 refugees were
killed. However. according to
unofficial sources. the number
of refugees killed in the storn
wotild not be less than 86.

Meanwhile, the central
control room at the Minisiry ol
Disaster Management and
Relief released a detailed ac-
count of the loss of crops and
property in the cyclone-al-
fected areas in Cox's Bazar and
Bandarban.

Bus accident
From Page 1 Col 8
posite direction. Five of the

the spot, one on way to the
hospital and two others after
admission to the MMCH. _
Police seized the truck and,
the ill-fated bus. However, the

managed to escape.
On 1 August, 1983, 23 peo-
ple were killed in a road acci-

——
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The Midnight File

-

KARACHI. May 4

. Pakistani troops raided the headquar-

ters of the MM in Karachi teday and detained some activists
for questioning after six days of viclence that killed 32 peo-

ple, police said, reports Reuter.

UN, EC hail self-rule accord

PARIS. May 4 : The United Nations and the
Community joined world leaders today. in hailing the

ture of the Israel PLO accord on Palestinian self-rule and
urged all parties to persevere in building a durable peace, re-

-b.—_—.—
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Begum Khaleda Zia at 10:30
am.

At a press briefing at the
BGMEA office yesterday.
BCMEA president Redwan

67 stalls in the fair inclading
five stalls of local textile rills.

India will be the only other
couniry te participate in this
fair. The Indian stalls will
m-trﬂy display textile goods.

ready some 75 buyers
frnrn Europe. the USA and
Canada have arrived in the cap-
ital to visit the fair and the
BGMEA expects more foreign
buyers to arrive in the next
two days.

The press cnnfrrtnﬂ- was
attended by M A Taher. Kazi
Moniruzzaman, S M Fazlul
Haq., Zinnat Ali and Maostafa
Golam ; :

Besides the exhibition of lo-

- cally manufactured fabrics and

garments, three discussion
meetings will be held at Hotel

Sonargaon from 3 pm to 5 pm

' cvugdayd-nm the fair.
¥

iving a positive picture of
Lthe garments sector, Redwan
Ahmed, MP told
conference that the local
garment indusiries were
presently consuming 3.5 crore
vards of locally produced
fabrics. Only 20 lakh yards
were used in ]1985.

However, the garments in-
dustries annually use 163
crore yards of textiles — most
of it imported. he added.

“If we ¢ increase the
production of cotton locally
and improve its quality and re-
- duce the price of fabrics, it
will be difficult for us to com-
pete m the world market.”

PMmauguratesBatm

Ahmed. MP said. thére will be

the press

EGHH president

fair.
Leghari shocked
at loss of
lives in cyclone

Pakistani President Farooq
Ahmed Khan Leghari yesterday
expressed his deep shock ai
the less of lives and devasta-
tions in Monday's cyclone, re-
ports UNB.

President Leghari talked to
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas over and
conveyed his condolences for
those killed in the .
storm that battered Cox's
Bazar, Ukhia. Teknal and
Kutubdia. Moheshkhali and St.
Martin's islands
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