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Japanese soccer |

supremo
in town

Sports Reporter

Tadao Murata, one ol il
vice-presidents of Japai
Football Association KIFAL has
offered to extend cooperation
for the development of sports
in Bangladesh.

The ploneer ol the success
ful introduction of professional
J-League In Japanr. Murata,
who called on State Minister
for Youth and Sports Sadeque
Hossain at his olfice yesterday
laid emphasis on further
strengthening the existing
rapport to develop sports In

Secretary of
Football Federation
(BFF) Sheikh Akmal Hossain,
who accompanied the visiting
Japanese soCCeT Supremo. was
also ori the occasion.

Murata. who is also the vice

t of the AFC and a
member of the 1994 USA
World Cup Organising Coinmi-
ttee, arrived in the capital on
Tuesday to seek cooperation
from Bangladesh in his
campaign for the coming FIFA
election, where he is a
candidate for the post of a
vice- L from Asila,

“ He 18 expected to leave
Dhaka today for Nepal.

ATF chief
arrives today

President of the Asian
Tennis Federation (ATF) Efichi
Kawatei arrives in the capital
today on a two-day visit to
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

Kawatei, who is heading the
ATF since 1989, will call on
industiries Minister and presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Tennis
Federation A M Zahiruddin

General

Khan, State Minister for Youth

and Sports Sadek Hossain and
Tennis Federation officials
during his stay in Dhaka.
Kawatei is the member of
the International Tennis
Federation (ITF] since 1981

and ITF vice prcaeldcnt since |

1961.

SA returns-‘to

C’wealth Games

VANCOUVER. May 4: South
Africa is expected to take parl
in the Commonwealth Games
in August for the first time in
36 s after the country's
historic all-race elections,
sports officials said on Tutu'
day. reports Reuter.

“Should they decide they
went to send a team, they will

be more than welcome.” said
David Roach. a spokesman for
organisers of the Games (o be
held in the Canadian city ol
Victoria from August 18-28,

South Africa has not partic-
ipated in the Games. since
19568 because of sporting iso-
lation over its apartheid poli-
cies. ;

At a meeting in Cyprus last
'October, Commonwealth heads
of government decided to
readmit South Africa into the
group and allow it to take part
in this year's Games if its first
all-race elections were free
and fair. -

"With the success of the
polls, the decision to partici-
MLTM Bt
new government
being formed by President
Neilson Mandela,” Roach said.

But sporting officials said it
was virtually certain the coun-
try would take part, and they
expect a formal announcement
by South Africa within about a
month, '

Behind the scenes, organis-
ers have qu been prepar-
ing for South Africa to partici-
pate and space has been re-
served in the Athletes’ Village

" L

.Mohammedans.

DMFA CuE fingl round frbm Friday

Iirauhgdul arul
Victoria coun
pleted the eighi
feanm quoruan for
the second round
of the DMFA Cup
as the preliminary round of
the curiain-raising meet of this
yvear's domestic football season
ended in a glut of goals at the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday

Fifteen goals. so far the
highest in a day, were scored
as the Group B and C qualifiers
reserved berths in one of the
two groups for the final round
alongside last years runners-
up Abahani Krira Chakra and
Brothers Union.

The secornd round compris-
ing last year s four semiflinal
ists and the four qualifiers is
sCheduled to begin on May 6
after a day's rest.

However,

holders
whe head one
of the two groups including
Arambagh, one of the semifinal
quartet of last year and this
year's two qualifiers

Phase One ends in

e

Sports Reporter

Boys are yet to clarify (heir po
sition regarding participation,
Mohammedans. who came
back from behind to beat arch
rivals Abaliani 3-2 in last year's
final, had earlier expressed
their inability to take part in
this year's meet unless the or-
ganisers Dhaka Metropolis
Football Assoclation [(DMFA)
pushed back the second round
by some 21 days.

Categorically expressing ils
inability to get a load of
Mohammedan's petition, the
DMFA got the meet started
according to the original
schedule and the first round
which produced four gualifiers
in sensational Muktijoddha.
Bangladesh Boys, Victoria and
Farashganj duly came to an end
yesierday.

In the first match Victoria,
who played in Star First
Division league last year. elim-
inated Premier outfit
Fakiserpool Youngmens Club
51 .

Victoria, who will play
Abahani Krira Chakra in the

‘Muktijoddha and Bangladesh

‘Action i'mm yesterday’'s DMFA Cup football match between

Victoria won 5-1.

P Victoria SC and Fakirerpool YMC at the Dhaka Stadium.

— Star photo

goal rush

second match, billed for the
first day ol the second round
from seven pm onwards came
back with a vengeance aflter
being down by a 5th minute
goal from Fakirerpool's Arifur
Rahman.

Fakirerpool defender
Chhoton levelled the margin
unintehtionally when his at-
tempt to thwart Victoria's
Jamal culminated in a suicidal
goal in the 30th minute of the

lirst half.
Victoria deservingly forced

ahead |4 minutes into the
second hall when an inform
Angur laiched on a Faiz Babu
pass to make a neat finish 2.
Siriker Amin Khan then
scored twice to give Victoria a
4 | lead but the third hattrick
of the meet eluded him as
leammate Shimul completed
the tallv with a solo effort one

minute helore the final whistle.
TIPU'S TREBLE

Farashganj Sporting Club
cinulated Bangladesh Boys
while eliminating Third
Division champions Bashabo
Tarun Sangha in day's second
match held later at the same
venue under floodlights.

In another goal feast
Farashganj recorded a massive
72 win, the second biggest
victory so far following
Bangladesh Boys' 7-0 during of
the Pioneer Eleven on the
opening day with Tipu Sultan
notching a hattrick.

Like the first match unfan-
cied Bashabo took a surprise
lead when Jahangir found the
net with an header in the
12th minute.

Farashganj mounted trem-
endous pressure on Bashabo
defence and restored parity
three minutes later through
Liaquat and from then it
became a one way traffic.

Monir gave Farashganj a
rather delayed lead finding the
net in the 25th minute and
then Tipu and skipper Ratan
joined forces to give
Farashganj an unassajlable 4-1
lead within 51 minutes of the
match.

Bashabo's Rahel brought
some changes in the pattern
when he found the net from a
melee arising out of an indi-
rect free-kick.

Tipu Sultan scored the
third hattrick of this year's
meet after Bangladesh Boys'
Swapan and Muktijoddha's
Bangladesh international Rumi
Rizvi Karim with successive
strikes in two minutes.

Ratan %mundtﬂ
off a day of qpsotinding success
for Farashganj when he found
the net one minute from the
final whistle.

Sport

for a team of about 150 South
ans.

——

Mamun scored a
blistering 75 to
guide his side
Lalkuthi Cricket
Club to a|huge
= 145-rn win over
Desh Pliarma Sporting Club in

one of the three .Lotus Kamal

Second Divisten qualifying
matches held at different city
venues yesterday.

Mamun, who came to bat at
number six, hammered an un-
beaten 75 off only 28 deliver-
ies taking his team's total to
204 for five wickets in the al-
lotted 35 overs at the
Jagannath Hall ground.

His hurricane innings in-
cluded nine hits to the fence
and four huge sixes.

n reply, Desh Pharma were

bundled out for a paltry 91 in
25.2 overs.

Neaz with 21, was the tup
scorer for Desh Pharma while
Tanim, who made 14, was the
other duublt digit scorer.

Marauding Mamun

Sports Reporter

~ ful bowler among the Dilkusha

lennerﬁ Selim and Biplob,
who played havoc with the
Desh innings. flinished with
three wickets aplece.

On the western stirip of
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium,
Dilkusha posted an easy seven-
wicket win over Shaheedbagh
Cricket Club. _

Sent in to bat, Shah
were all out for 145 in 33.2
overs. Shaheen scored 44 fol-
lowed by Igbal and Sumon,
who contributed 17 each.

Jahangir the most success-

trio claimed three wickets for
35 runs while Russel and

Chaman took two wickets
apiece,.
Needing 146 for viclory

Dilkusha reached the target in
31.1 overs losing oniy three
wickels with Tanvir making an
unbeaten 50.

' Ashique scored a patieut 41
while Pintu hit a quickfire 20

Cricket
scares 'em

SLOUGH, England, May 4:
The owners of a house who say
they are bombarded by high-
flying cricket balls have taken
an English village cricket team
to court in a bid to get protec-
tion nets erected on the
boundary, reports Reuter.

Design engineer David
Lacey claims he and his wife

have to abandon their dining

and ltving rooms on summer
evenings in case big-hitting
batsmen shatter the windows
and injure them.

Lacey's lawyer told a court
in the southern England to.n
of Slough: "He and his wife live
in constant fear, while cricket
is being played. of being hit.”

Court officials sald the judge
‘was to take a first-hand look
today at the cricket ground in
the picturesque village of
Jurdans before making a rul-
ing.
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nol out to ensure an easy win,

letter stands for another. If
will equal O throughout the
words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution is

Today “ Cryptoquip clue: A equals F
The Cryptoq

uip is a substitution cipher in which one |
you think that X equals O, it |

puzzle. Single ietters, short
rophe give you clues to
trial and error..

(Spain) '~

Mourning rally
TOKYO, May 4: Japan's
Suzuka circuit is to held a
"mourning rally” e commmem-
orate the achievemenis ol
Formula One driver Ayrton
Senna., news reports said
W . reporta AFP

The Brazilian, killed in a
crash at San Marino Grand
Prix on Sunday was a hero in
Japan where he was known as
‘the prince of speed.”

Henda. owner of Suzuka
circuit used for the Japanese
Grand Prix, is preparing the
memorial rally for November,

Sports Nippon new said.
It will prnhlhig be on
November en the

Japanese Grand Prix ends Lhis
year Formula One season. il
added.

“I'm overwhelmed by sur-
prise and deep sorrow.”
Honda president Nobuhiko
Kawamoto said of Senna's
death.

Senna sealed his first world
drivers title in 1988 by win-
ning at Suzuka in a Honda
powered Mclaren.

The shock of his' death to
fans in Japan was as great as
the shock to Brazilians, Sports
Nippon said.

Senna is said to have re-
joiced with tears when
Soichiro Honda, the late
founder of the Honda empire,
told him that he would manu-
facture the “world's best
engine” for him and McLaren.

Honda kept the promise
and at its peak, the Honda V
10 engine made Senna virtu-
ally unbeatable.

Martin made
to sweat

PINEHURST, North Caroli-
na, May 4: Top seed Todd
Martin found himsell in a dog
fight in the first set of his
opening match at the 275,000
dollars Usta clay court chal-
lenge. but he survived the test
to move iInto the second
round, reports Reuter.

Martin fought off two set
points in a lengthy tie-break
before beating fellow American
Brian Dunn 7-6 (10-8), 6-2

Second seed MaliVali
Washington also reached the
second round with a 6-3, 6-3
victory over fellow American
Doug Flach.

Washington fell behind 1-3
in the opening set, then got on
a roll, winning 11 of the next
14 ;

Seventh seed Jamie Morgan
of Australia needed nine set
Pnsceded" Rrgentine "Albesto
Mancini and went on to prevail
7-6 (10-8), 6-4.

Jakob Hlasek of Switzer-
land, the eight seed, was
cleadlocked 2-2 with American
Wade McGuire in the first set
when rain halted play for the
day.

Martin, ranked ninth in the
world, had a chance to close
out the first set without the
tie-break when he led 5-4, 40-
15, But the 222nd-ranked
Dunn broke the top seed as he

served for the set.

Dunn then held set points
at 6-5 and 7-6 in the tie-break,
but each time Martin survived
to win the 18 point breaker.

Once Dunn missed his big
¢hance, Martin picked up his
play a notch and overwhelmed
his unseeded nent. )

“If 1 had held my serve at
40-15 the match should prob-
ably have been 6-4, 6-2."
Martin said.

"l need to work on playmg
with the lead. When I'm 5-4
up. | need to hold.”

Hiroshi knocks
Bueno out

YOKOHAMA, Japan, May 4:
Japan's Hiroshi Kawashima
knocked down Jose Luis Bueno
in the 11th round Wednesday
night and took away the Me-
xican's World Boxing Council
junior bantamweight title with
a unanimous decision, reports

AP,
Kawashima floored Bueno

with a left counter punch in
the next to last round of the

{ match at Yokohama Bunka

Gym.

WTA's top 20

ST PETERSBURG. Florida,
May 4: Top 20 women's tennis
players as ranked by the

Women's Tennis Association

'on Monday, reports Reuter.
1. Steffi Graf (German)
2. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario
3. Conchita Martinez
(Spain)
4. Martina Navratilova (US)
5. Manuela Maleeva-
Fragniere (Switzerland)
6. Jana Novotna (Czech
Republic)
7. Gabriela
(Argentina)
8. Kimiko Date (Japan)
9. Mary Joe Fernandez (US])
10. Natalia Zvereva [Belarus)
11. Anke Huber (Germany)
12. Lindsay Davenport(US)
13. Mary Pierce (France)
14 Magdalena Maleevs

(Bulgaria)

15. Zina Garrison Jackson
(US)

16. Helena Sukova (Czech -

Sabatini

Republic)

17. Sabine Hack (Germany)

18. Amanda Coetzer(South
Africa) _

19. Sabine Appelmans
(Belgium)

20. Amy Fragier (US).

L

SAO PAULO. May
4: The cofflin
carrying the body

of former world

Sao Paulo this morning. three
days after his death in the San
Marino Grand Prix. reports
Reuter.

cadets and draped with a
Brazilian flag It was then put
on a fire which set off
for the Sao Paulo state leghh

Luiz Antonio Fleury was pre-
senit at the airport.

Dozens of people had been
waiting along the route to the
city centre since early morn-
ing for a brief glimpse of
Senna’'s coffin.

Senna's body will lie In state
until his funeral on Thursday.
Authorities expect around
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200.000 people to pay their
last respects.

The International
Asitomobile Federation (FIA)
was holding an emergency
mﬁnﬂ in an today to dis-

_ D : in the

Ayrton Senna's funeral today

Roland Ratzenberger " in
qualifying omly 24 hours
eariier.

Senna, who won the World

Championship three times,
suffered massive head injuries

wherl his Williams crashed imto

a wall en the notorious
Tamburello curve at Imola's

investigation.

g ROME., May 4:
The evergreen
Martina Navrati-
lova sailed past
i*zech Lleenager
Ludmila Richte-
rova b-2 6-1 to Tuesday to
reach the last 16 of the ltalian
Open — a tournament she has
never won, reports Reuter.

Given a-bye into the second
round, the 37 year-old
Navratilova — the most suc-
cessful player in tennis history
— salled past the 16-year-old

in 55 minutes in the

750,000 dollars clay court
tournament. |

In her last season on the
circuit, Navratilova looked In
good form on clay as she pre-
pares for a nostalgic return to
the Frenchh Open later this
month after a six-year absence.

*I've played a lot on clay

this season and the more | play
the more confident | get.” said
Navratilova, a beaten finalist
here way back in 1974 and
1979 plus again in 1990.

She reeled off nine straight
games to move from 2-2 in the
first set to the verge of victory.

The only thing to disturb
her was the chirfuping of a
spectator's portable phone —
prompting the umpire to tell

fans Lo turn off a gadget so -

dear fo may Itallans.

Seeds Amanda Coetzer of
South Alfrica and Linda
Ferrando of Italy went out of
the competition on Tuesday.

Their defeats meant five. of
the 16 seeds fdiled o survive
the first two days of what is as
in important m:rupl’nrtlm

French Grand Slam event.
Dutchwoman Miriam
Oremans and German Meike
Babel — the bottom two seed —
were knocked out on Monday,
while a hand injury forced
11th seed Leila Meskhi of
Georgla to pull out of the tour-

New court
at Roland
Garros

PARIS. May 4: Paris mayor
Jacques Chirac opened a new
10,000 seater court to-
day at the Roland Garros
Stadium where the French
Open .tennis championships

Apart from the new stla-
dium, which will be known as
Court A and stage the major
matches not being played on
Centre Court, the complex
boasts seven training courts.

an indoor gymnasium and a_

- after court number ome, with

23.

nament without
match . 5

Coetzer — seeded six — was
humbled 6-0, 7-5. by Radka
Zrubakova of Slovakia in the
second round, Zrubakova be-
oming in mid-afternoon the
first player to reach the last

Lot |

The South Alrican. a semi-
finalist here two years ago,
never got her game together
against a woman ranked 150
places below her in the world
who had won through the

qualifying rounds.

ltallan number

seeded
the

one Fer-
12th

before recovering to

“win 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 10 pin

E

Pierce in the last 16, 7
Deferdding champion

many. May 4: Fre-
nch tennis vete-
ran Henri 'Leco-
nte proved he
still has the class
- to match his clo-
wning on court when he
destroyed Germany's Davis Cup
hero Marc Goellner in the first
round of the German Open on
Tuesday. reports Reuter.
Leconte, one of the most
popular players on the circuit
with his relaxed approach to
the game. served strongly and
played some brilliant ground
strokes on his way to a 6-3, 6-
3 victory in 66 minutes.
- The German crowd cheered
more for the 30-year-old
Frenchman than for home

.- here Goellner whose game was

riddled with errors. The 23-
year-old German, playing his
first -tournament since the end
of March, was whistled at the

end by the packed Centre
Court crowd.

It was just two years ago
that Leconte battled his way
into the semifinals of the
French Open after some mem-

‘orable performances at Roland

Garros. The 1988 runner-up in

‘Iecontemnsm

HAMBURG, Ger-!

Paris won the prutlﬂmm clay-
court Hamburg tournament in
1986. |

The Frenchman. now
ranked 54th ifd the world,
looks in good form as he pre-
pares for this year's clay-court
Grand Slam event in his home
country.

The match began with a
typical piece of Lecgnte com-
?I}r for the crowd. The
Frenchman walked on court
wearing a baseball cap tumed
back-to-front, a joke at the
expense of Goellner. who has
miade the reversed cap style a
fashion for German schooichil-
dren. '

The black cap &ame off be-

fore play began and Leconte,

who has recently taken to us-
ing a bigger racket, was soon
getting down to the serious

business of breaking Goellner's
SETrve.

The German, who has not -

played since the end of March
because of an arm injury, was
broken as early as the second
game when he hit a backhand
into the net. Leconte finished
off the set after 30 minutes
with an ace,

A powerful [orehiand passing

break for
game of
the second set and. he finished
off the match with another
break when Goellner, ranked
46th in. the world, nﬂttdl
forehand.

shot sealed
Leconte in the

*He .was completely con-
fused afterwards. He did not
have any rhythm,” Leconte
said. "It is important to play
well before the French. You

then know where you are go-

ing.”

.gLﬂ:nnlc has a serious side
behind his jovial image. He
talked sadly about the death of
his friend Ayrton Senna.

A friend has gone away. I
was shocked,” Leconte said. °l
was with him only a few weeks

e

ago. He mvited me to a day of .

testing (in the south of
France). 1 spént the day with
him and really got to know
him.”

Goeéllner, the hero of hold-
ers Germany's narrow first-
round victory over Austria at
the start of the year, summed
up his perf perfectly:
“I would have whistled with
thé crowd oo™ he said.

...
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The Camel 'lrl:rph_'f meujr of Land Enrer Dimwneu luavu a l.raul ui dust as it cross¢s the

_________

R

g

barren Atacama desert in northern Chile on May 2. Teams from 18 different countries set
eut on a epic 2,500 km drive from Argentina to Chile.

— AFP photo



