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German player Karsten Braasch makes a backhand return to Ivan Lendl of the United
States during their first round match in the German Open tennis tournament in Hamburg

on Monday. Braasch won 6-1, 6-4.

Lendl learns harsh lesson

HAMBURG, Ger-
many, May 3: Ivan
Lendl, once the
king of the clay
courts, looked a
sad and forlorm
figure as he crashed out of the
first round of the Hamburg
Open oen Monday, suffering the
most common sporting disease
of all — age, reports Reuter.
The 34-year-old Lendl, the
three-times French Open win-
ner who won the Hamburg ti-
tles twice, in 1987 and 1989,
looked completely out of touch
on his favoured surface in a 6-
1. 6-4 defeat by little-known
German Karsten Braasch.

Lendl's mind seems to be
willing but, on this perfor-
mance, his timing and speed
are slipping away in his mid-
30s.

The bespectacled Braasch,
eight years Lendl's junior, has
never reached 'the final of a
tournament on the circuit. Yet
he frustrated the Czech-born
player with his varied game.

Lendl, a naturalised Ame-

rican, simply failed to hit his .

shots and race around the
cuurt with the efﬂcicnc}r that

earned him three French
Opens within four years be-
tween 1984 and 1987.

The former world number
one has now plunged to 25th
in the world rankings, his low-
est since 1978, one of Lendl's
greatest achievernents was to
finish in the top 10 for 13
consecutive years. A place
among the creme de la creme
now looks out of the question.

Yet asked about whether he
had thoughts about retiring
after such a demoralising de-
feat, Lendl seid: "Everybody
can lose in the first round.

"Ask (world number one)
Pete Sampras who lost in the
first round recently and went
on to win the next four tour-
naments. If you play against
somebody who is playing well
and you are not so good, you
have problems.”

Braasch, ranked 47th in the
world, put Lendl's perfor-
mance into a better perspec-
tive. ]

"l was told that he did not
play as fast as before,” the 26-
year-old German said. "I only
.played my normal game and |
waa surprised it worked so

— AFP photo

"But if he feels fit and is
having fun then it is up to him
whether he plays or not. | am
not going to say anything
against it."

Lendl's problems started in
the warm-up when he strug-
gled to hit his smashes into
court. Just over half an hour
later he had lost the first set
after dropping his serve twice.

After one hour and 18 min-
utes the naturalised American
was put out of his misery by a
player the Germans nickname
'the cat' because of his athleti-
cism.

In other first-round mat-
ches, Germany's Patrik Kue-
hnen ousted 12th-seeded
Alexander Volkov of Russia, 6-
4, 3-6, 6-3; Andrei Olhovskiy
of Russia struggled past Greg
Rusedski of Canada, 7-6 (9-7),
7-6 (7-5), and Richard
Krajicek of the Netherlands
beat Sweden's Henrik Holm,
6-4, 6-4,

Most of the top seeds, in-
cluding defending champion
Michael Stich of Germany,
countryman Boris Becker,
Sweden's Stefan Edberg and
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia, see
their first action on Tn-:sday
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Stowhkov, moody genius

BARCELONA, Sp-
ain, May 3: Hristo
Stoichkov fits the
classic mould of
- moody stars with
immense skill
and suspect temperaments
like Dennis Law, Bernd
Schuster, Paul Gascoigne and
Eric Cantona, reports Reuter.

A volatile player, who re-
ceived an indefinite ban from
soccer as a teenager, the
Barcelona striker is a potential
match-winner on his day. He
has played in his club side's
three successive league cham-
pionship triumphs and the
1992 European Cup victory.

But there is a dark side to |Is
temperament that has seen
him in more trouble than
most, including a two-month
suspension in his first season
in Spain for stamping on a ref-
eree’s foot in rage after being
sent off

With Stoichkov in their at-
tack, however, Bulgaria should
improve on a dismal World Cup
record of 10 defeats and six
draws in five tournaments.

Stoichkov made his interna-
tional debut in September
1987. He has been capped 41
times and scored 13 goals for
is country.

At his best, the dark, stocky
forward is player of immense
class and power.

Fearless and totally commit-
ted, he has impressive ball
control, blistering pace off the
mark. great tactical vision and
a ferocious shot, especially
with his favoured left foot.

if his team {s down,
Stoichkov can lift it. If an op-
posing defence is dominant,
Stoichkov can tear it to shreds
in a few darting thrusts.

At his worst, the tempera-
mental Bulgarian can cancel
himself out of a game by his

lidity

moodiness and constant war-
ring with officials.

Scowling at linesmen, mut-
tering oaths at referees, his
record of yellow cards for
protesting is second to none.

Stoichkov came to

Barcelona from CSKA Sofla at
the start of the 1990-91 sea-

STOICHKOV

son — the first of the Catalan
club’'s three consecutive
championship-winning years —
for a fee of about four million
dollars.

He brought energy and fire
to compilement the silky at-
tacking skills of Dane Michael
Laudrup and the power and so-
of Dutch defender
Ronald Koeman, Barcelona's
established foreign stars.

In the 1992-93 season
Stoichkov was Barcelona's top
scorer, nettipg 20 times in 34
games.

This season., until a late

surge of goals in league and
European Cup took his tally to
16 Stoichkov has been out-
shone by the prolific striking

power of newly arrived
Brazilian international
Romario.

But, more significantly,

Stoichkov and Romario, good
friends, off the pitch, have de-
veloped a formidable under-
standing in the front line of
the Barcelona attack.

Stoithkov's sophisticated
reading of the game has en-
abled him to set up several of
Romario's scoring strikes and
played a major part in the
champions' challenge for a
fourth consecutive league title
and a second European Cup in
three seasons.

The "Mr Hyde" side of this
"Jekyll and Hyde" character
has cost him two sendings off
this peason and another sus-
pension for accumulated yel-
low cards.

In his worst run-in with
Spanish football officialdom,
Stoichkov was sent off for
persistent dissent, then com-

,peunded the offence by stamp-

ing on the referee's foot in

rage. He was suspended for
two months for the stamping

and two extra matches for the
ortginal dissent.

But his blackest moment
came with his involvement, at
the age of 19 in one of
Bulgaria's worst soccer scan-
dals when players from CSKA
Sofia and rivals Levski induiged
in fist fights on the field dur-
ing the Cup final in June 1985,

He and several other play-
€rs were banned indefinitely.
but one by one they were
amnestied and Stoichkov re-
turned to the game in time to
travel to Mexico for the |986
World Cup, though he did not
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This spectator, who lhpptd into thn ring, tries his luck at taming the bull in Hldnd on A.pnl

30. The man

, who was not injured, jumped over the raging beast to avoid being tossed about

2 AFP photo

could dial the United States on
l 2
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M United

retain English
title

LONDON, May 3: Man-
chester United clinched their
second successive English
league championship on
Monday when nearest rivals
Blackburn lost 2-1 at Coventry,
reports Reuter.

Defender Julian Darby fi-
nally ended Blackburn's dog-
ged challenge for the title with
a goal in each half.

Blackburn were left trailing
the champions by five points
with only one game remaining
after Monday's defeat.

Keeny Dalglish's team had
to settle for the consolation of
a UEFA Cup place — their first

venture into European compe-

tition next season.’

Coventry rocked Blackburn
when Darby put them ahead
after just 11 minutes.

But Blackburn kept their
nerve and equalised in the
29th minute when England
defender Graeme Le Saux
scored his second goal of the
season with a cracking drive
from well outside the box.

Darby. a mid-season buy
‘from Bolton who had scored
only three goals for Coveniry
before Monday, sank Dalglish’s
side with a second goal in the
55th minute.

Unmarked in the penalty
area, Darby slipped the ball
under goalkeeper Tim
Flower's hands after Blackbum
defenders, attempts to clear a
cross landed at his feet.

Blackburn, depleted by in-
juries, threw defender Colin

Hendry up front to partner’

Alan Shearer but to no avail.
Manchester United will

Sport .

celebrate their triumph at Old |

Trafford on Wednesday when |

=

they play Southampton.
United captain Steve Bruce

said: "it's a fantastic achieve-
ment for everybody con-
cerned.”

Dalglish said: “Congratula-
tions to Alex Fergusom and
Manchester United. They
stayed the course better than
us. The Blackburn lads have
given us a lot of enjoyment and
a lot of pride this season.”

Good response

NEW YORK, May 3: World
Cup organisers reported on
Monday an "overwhelming re-
sponse” to the sale of individ-
ual match tickets and said 16
games were now sold out. re-
ports Reuter.

They said telephone lines
were flooded by callers
throughout Sunday and more
than 100,000 seats were sold.

The most popular matches
were for the US team's open-
ing appearances in Detroit and
Los Angeles. _

Five games were already
sold out before some 450,000
individual tickets went on sale
on May 1. Seats had previously
been sold only as tour pack-
ages or as a block.

New Jersey's Gilants
Stadium, where Italy and
Ireland play an eagerly-awaited
first round clash, was sold out
for five of its six games includ-
ing a July 10 quarter-final.

Other sold out matches in-
clude champions Germany's
two games In Chicago and
Argentina's two in Boston.

Mexico ' and Ireland’s
games were all sold out as was
the attractive Brazil-Cameroon
fixture in San Francisco.

Tickets for the semifinals
third place playoff and final
were unavailable on an individ-
ual basis.

FIFA said earlier the July 17
final in Los Angels was sold out
but World Cup organisers said
"VIP tickets and finals week
ticket packages" remained in
limited numbers.

The world body said inter-
national callers seeking tickets

13-36 5-6 300

FIFA won't
step 1n

ZURICH, Switzerland, May
3: FIFA said on Monday it
would not intervene in the
controversy surrounding the
decision to order a replay of a
vital German league game be-
tween Bayern Munich and
Nuremberg because of a refer-
eeing error, reports Reuter

FIFA said the German
Football Association (DFB) had
acted within its rights in
ordering the game to be played
again after the referee wrongly
awarded Bayern a goal.

The DFB's decision came
after video evidence showed
that Bayern, fighting for the
title, beat relegation strugglers
Nuremberg 2-1 just over a
week ago with the help of a
goal which did not cross the
ine. The maich is being re
played today

FIFA recently decided to
use video evidence to help
with disciplinary sanctions for
the first time at this year's
World Cup finals

But its general secretary
Sepp Blatter made it clear
that the decision excluded any
use of video to change referee
ing wverdicts affecting the
maich result

B ulgarzans keen to break jinx |

SOFIA, May 3: Exactly 500
goals were scored in the
Euro qualifylng competi-
tion for the World Cup finals,
and the 500th and last goal
will never be forgotten in

Bulgaria, reports Reuter.
It was scored by Emil

Kostadinov seconds from the
end of Bulgaria's last qualify-
ing match in France and trans-
formed the immediate soccer
destinies of the two nations.

Until Kostadinov struck to
give Bulgaria a 2-1 victory in
their vital group six match in
Paris, France were heading for
the finals and the Bulgarians
were facing a one-way trip
back tc obscurity. That goal,
Kostadinov's second of the
match, changed everything.

Bulgaria moved above
France to reach’ the finals for
the sixth time. France's man-
ager Gerard Houllier quit a few
days laster and the hosts for
the 1998 World Cup were the
ones consigned to the inter-
national wilderness — at least
until the start of the qualifying
campaign for the 19986
European Championship.

For most of the 17-month
gqualifying campaign., Bulgaria
were involge in a three-way
fight with France and Sweden
for the two qualifying berths —
and as the qualifying competi-
tion reached its climax,
Bulgaria looked certain to be
the team to nfles out.

But it was France who lost
their nerve. Needing just a
point from their last two
matches, both at home, France
lost to Israel before Bulgaria
showed up In Paris on
November 17, where they had

SR

not won for 61 years.

‘France were stunned by the
defeat while Bulgaria's unlikely
victory not only bookeéd their
ticket to the United States but
also gave thermnh the chance to
erase another long-standing
unwanted record. S

Bulgaria have played 16
matches in the World Cup fi-
nals since their first appear-
ance in 1962 - and never
won any of them.
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Their dismal record of six
draws and 10 defeats places
them alongside Bolivia, Egypt,
South Korea and El Salvador as
the only countries to have
played in more than one World
Cup and never won a game, Of
those countries, no-one has
gone longer without a victory
than Bulgaria. |

It is a record that could
well be broken this summer
but feww in Bulgarta would be
surprised if it stayed intact ei-
ther.

. Bulgaria are gruuped with
fnrmer World Champions
Argentina, Balkan neighbours
Greece and newly-crowned
African champions Nigeria in
Group D, playing their matches

in Dallas and Chicago.

Coach Dlmittar Penev has
set his initial target as a place
in the second round - which is
where Bulgaria reached in
1986 in Mexico, their best
performance to date.

Penev has no real problems
in attack where Barcelona's
Hristo Stoichokov is a world
class performer and leads the
front line with power, style
and vision.

He will be ably partnered by
Kostadinoiv, the hero of Paris
who plays for Porto, and possi-
bly Luboslav Penev, the coach's

'‘'nephew, who has been at

Valencia in Spain for the pa&t
five seasons.

With the finals still two
months away, Penev is the only
serious doubt as he has been
undergoing treatment for a

. tumour.

The front line and midfeld
are capable of unsettling most
defences and are likely to be
filled by mainly foreign-based
players.

If Bulgaria do secure their
long-awaited first success it
will be because the front men
have done their job and the
weaker half of the side — the
defence — have raised their
game.

Complementing the possi-
ble attacking trio -are Krasimir
Balakov of Sporting Gijon,
Yordan Lechkov of Hamburg
and Bontcho Gentchev, who
plays in England with Ipswich
Town.

Most of the home-based
players in the squad are likely
to come from champions
Levski Sofia and there have
even been calls at home for

veteran stﬂker Pla Getov
to be restored to the national
side after the 34-year-old hit
26 goals during Levski's run
to the title last season.

While Penev is likely to ex-
perience problems in certain
positions on the field, he is
also at the mercy of economics

Lﬂﬂ‘ it

The Bulgarian Football
Union has problems getting

sponsorship for the team and-:
Penev says that a lack of

not only makes it difficult to
find appropriate opponents for
friendlies to help Bulgaria
prepare for the finals, but it
also means he cannot travel
throughout Europe keeping a
close eye on his exile players.

Bulgaria will start what
Penev calls their "real prepara-
tion” for the finals in early May
after the end of the Bulgarian
domestic season — but that
does not give him a great deal
of time before his side's open-
ing match against Nigeria in
Dallas on June 21.

"Our real preparation will
start after the end of our na-
tional championship - and we
hope to have one or two
friendlies with the United Arab
Emirates at the end of May,"'
he said.

Bulgaria have no illusions
about what they want to
achieve in the tournament.

While other teams will be
disappointed if they do not win
the Cup, and others upset if
they fail to reach at least the
last four, Bulgaria's real ambi-
tion Is a fairly rhodest one.

Just a victory will do, a vic-
tory they have waited 32 years
to celebrate. '
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Read the instructions carefully. Then tick (V) the answer which you think is correct.

1 Who scored Holland's goal in the 1974 final? Neeskens | Cruvyfl | Resenbrink
2 When did Brazil first win the World Cup? 1954 | | 1958 ] 1970
3 Which Asian country played in the 1966 World Cup? DPR Korea r j Iran _ _1 Israel
4 Which African country played m the 1970 Cup? Zaire | ! Morocco | Tunisia
5 How many goals did the Hungarian team score in the 9 r IR | 27
1954 World Cup? , .
6 Which Brazilian scored in every round of the Pele | Tostao | Jairzinho
1970 World Cup? , 1 |
7. - How many players did France use in the 1978 World Cup? R 18 | | 22
- How many goals did England score in the 1986 World Cup? 7 [ ] o [ ] 11
9 Who was Brazil's Cup-winning captain in 19627 Zito | 1 Mauro : B Alberto
10,  Which famous player was called the "Little Bird™? Boniek j Zico [ Garrincha
NAME _ . AGE.:
ADDRESS R e . NS— i
FATHER'S NAME: S ~ TELEPHONE:_
OCCUPATION SIG! ATURE

Write with a ball-point pen in clear, CAPITAL LETTERS. Cut along the dotted lines and mall it to us FAST!




