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. resolved

Sports Reporter

Club is the ultimate facto
in any discipline of sports in
Bangladesh. The truism sur
faced once again yesterday as
the counitry's hockey players
decided to shelve all the
pompous plans of rebellion and
join the camp called in con
nection with Bangladesh's par
ticipation in Hiroshima Asiad

Agitating under the banner
of Hockey Players' Association
(HPA) with a view to [orce the
Bangladesh Hockey Federation
(BHF) inte announcing the
dates for players transfers and
the First Division league, the
players had earlier threatened
to boycolt the national camp
Things really looked ominous
as only seven players turned up
for training on the opening day
on April 27.

With BHF out of its depths
to break in the reesty players,
clubs whose want of funds ac-
tually brought the whole thing
to a pass. were approached to
resolve the snowballing crisis.

In a joint petition club
sfipremos recently called for
rapprochement among the
warring parties.

With the career ol the play-
ers rather too heavily hinged
on the officials. the message or
one should say the veiled
threat immediately produced
its desired effect. The rebels
became good boys alluding to
promises of transfers by June
and of course, the worn out
cliche of national interest.

The full-fledged national
camp will resume at the
Hockey Stadium from tomor-

T coaching

Sports Reporter

A month-long table tennis
coaching programme for junior
paddlers under the auspices of
Bangladesh Table Tennis
Federation will begin at the
Dhanmondi Wooden floor
gymnasium at 3.30 pm from
May 4.

Interested boys and girls
have been requested to take

part in the programme.

Yzaga stuns
Edberg

MADRID, Apr 30: Peru's
Jaime Yzaga stunned top-
seeded Stefan Edberg with a
straight-set victory Friday in
the quarterfinals of the dirs
800,000 Madrid Open. ending
the Swede's 15-set win streak
in Madrid, reports AP.

The 26-year-old Yzaga,
ranked 28th by the ATP Tour
and unseeded at Madrid. won
6-4, 6-2.

"The important thing was to
keep pressure on him, espe-
cially with his return of serve.”

sald Yzaga, whose last ATP
Tour title was last fall in
Sydney, Australia.

"Nowadays, lots of players
are capable of beating the top
players.” Yzaga added. "The
only exception might be (Pete)

Sa 5."

Hit didn't serve well and 1
didn't return well," Edberg
said. "1 never did feel the ball.
My timing was off — | was try-
ing too much. I knew this
would be a tough match, but |
didn't expect to play like this.”

In other quarterfinals
Friday, No 3 seed Sergi
Bruguera of Spain, defeated
No. 5 seed Carlos Costa of
Spain 3-6, 6-2, 6-4; Spaniard
Alex Corretja defeated Jakob
Hlasek of Switzerland 6-3, 6-2;
No. 4 seed Thomas Muster of
Austria defeated No. 6 Ivan
Lendl of the United States 2-6,
6-3, 6-0.

Bruguera faces Corretja in

i

- 4 pm

I'arashgan) Spor
ling Club regis
lered a convin
cing 2-0 win over
Eskaton Sabuj
Sangha in Lthe
DMFA Cup foothall tournament
al the Noodlit Dhaka Stadium
vesterday.

The First Division t(eam
playing its first match of the
curtain-raising meet scored
once in each hall to eliminate
Eskaton Sabuj Sangha. The
winners will now play Premier
[Mvision team Agrani Bank in
their next Group B match
Monday

Farashgan], who took {ull
control of the match right
from the word go. and came
close to scoring in the l14th
minute when their striker
Liton's header came back to
play after hitting the cross
plece

Opponents defender Rafiq
made a brilliant save six min-
utes later clearing the ball
[rom goalline belore Farashganj
linally took the lead in the
23rd minute.

Midfielder Nayan fired the
ball home after receiving a
pass from captain Ratan in the
danger zone.

Zilani sealed the fate of the
match when he took full ad-
vantage of a Eskaton defence
lapse in the 57th minute of the
play with a powerpacked right-
foot shot from inside box 2-0.

Eskaton. who were totally
off-colour in the match, got
their only real scoring oppor-
tunity in the 67th minute but
the feeble shot from substitute
Rupom was saved by
Farashganj custodian Dilu for a
COTner.

Tajul Islam of Farashganj
was cautioned with yellow card
for rough play.

SHANTINAGAR WIN

Sports Reporter

In the first match of the
ﬁly Shantinagar Club got off to
ne start when they beat
Sadharan Bima Krira Sangstha
2-1 in a Group C encounter
Shantinagar, who were
promoted to the First Division
this year. got an unexpected
lead in the first hall when
Bima captain Ayubrshot into his
own net to thwart a

Athletes to
train 1n
Cox’s Bazar

The first phase residential
coaching camp for the national
athletes, who will participate
in the |12th Asian Games in
Hiroshima. begins in Cox's
Bazar today, reports UNB.

Twenty-four athletes., in-
cluding six females, called up
initially by Bangladesh
Athletics Federation, will par
ticipate in the nearly two-
month training programme
under one Chinese and four lo-
cal coaches,

The selecied men athletes
are: Golam Ambia, Azhar AM,
Giasuddin, Farid Khan Chow-
dhury, Hemayet Ali, Solaiman
Majumder, Nazrul Islam, Bani
Amin, Mostafa Talukder (Ar-
my). Milzar Hossain, Manzur
Morshed, Bimal Chandra Ta
rafder (BJMC), Tawhidur
Rahman. Matiul Alam (Rajshahi
University), Aslam Khan,
Mahboob Alam [Ansar & VDP),
Abdur Rahim Nayeem (Navy)
and Emdadul Haq Ranju
[Customs).

The Ilemale athletes are:
Rehana Parveen (Customs).
Nilufar Yasmin, Lubna Mah-
mud, Lovely Begum, Jyotsna

Afroz (BJMC) and Firoza
Khatoon (BTMC).
Mortuza Igbal Nuri was

named the camp commander.

_sational

Shantinagar attack 1-0

In the lacklustre maieh
with the ball mostly conlined
to the midfield. Sudhir dou
bled the margin for Shantl-
nagar shooting from close
utilising a rare fray 2-0.

Sadharan Bima. who fared
worse between the two sides,
pulled one goal back when

Biplob found the net from a
goalmouth melee 2-1.

Shaiful Islam was booked by
referee Mahabubur Rahman for
handi{ng the ball intentionally.

Meanwhile, organisers
DMFA have stepped up secu-
rity measures keeping in mind
today's Group A championship
deciding match between sen-
Muktijoddha Krira
Chakra and Dhanmondi Club,
which is scheduled to start
from 7 pm.

A plan is being mooted to
shift the playing arena in the
middie of the stadium with a
view to combat the “missile
threat” from the western gal-
leries. Besides, Muktijoddha in
a letter to the DMFA have
asked them to ensure safe
playing condition.

Muktijoddha, who roped iIn
12 national players In this
year's sensational players’
transfer incurred the wrath of
the dyed in the wool support
ers of Mohammedans, Abahani”
aind Brothers Union were sub-
ject to irresponsible . stone-
pelting during their opening
match on April 23.

The match was* stopped
several times lor the security
of the players.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Wari Club vs Dhaka Wan
derers Club 5 pm (Dhaka
Stadium)

Muktijoddha KC vs
Dhanmondi Club 7 pm (Dhaka
Stadium).

Sport
Minnows muddle through

JOHANNESBU-
RG. Apr 30: Cele-
brating the key
role played by
alhletes in the
demise of apar-
south Alfrica's national
soccer leam will play Zambia
on May 10. the day Nelson
Mandela is expected to be
sworn in. as president, reporis
AP.

*  “This will, by far. be the
biggest match we have staged
in South Africa,” Solomon
Morewa, president of the na-
tional soccer association, told a

Llicied

. news conference Friday.

* The match is scheduled for
at Ellis Park in
Johannesburg. The giant
screen at the stadium will be
used to relay live coverage
from Pretoria of Mandela's ex-
pected inauguration as South
Alrica's first black president.
"We are very proud to be
part of the inauguration cere-
mony which starts a new éra in
our history and delighted that
our national soccer team was
chosen as the sporting high-

- light,” Morewa said.

Back in the heydey of
apartheid in the mid-1980s,
when South Africa was the tar-
get of a comprehensive sports
boycott, soccer established it-
self as a rare example of mul-
tiracial harmony and its offi-
clals worked in tandem with
the anti-apartheid movement.

Though the fans were — and
still are predominantly
black, the top pro league in-
cluded a mix of mostly white
and mostly black teams. One of
Soweto's top teams, the Kaizer

Red-letter day for SA soccer

The Iradition has contin-
uwed. The national team that
beat Zimbabwe last Sunday in-
cluded three whites in the
starting lineup

Sam Ramsamy, head of the
National Olympic Committee
and one of the aorganizers of
the inauguration, said soccer
was chosen for the historic day
because it was "more repre-
sentative of the majority of the

PEGP‘IE‘“ "

He said rugby. the most °

popular sport among whiles,
and track-and-field also were
considered.

"Cricket was out because
their season has ended.,” he
said. "Soccer, therefore, was
the best vehicle and we -have
laid a bumper programme
which includes top music acts,
and believe we will attract a
huge crowd.”

Though the soccer match

Crowded house
Sports Reporter

Fifteen players with full
three points were leading
table in the qualifying round of
the 20th Metropolis chess
championship at the end on
the third day at the National
Sports Council chess room
yesterday.

The players were: Abdul
Mobin, Abidullah, Mizanur
Rahman, Enamul Hossain,
Nooruddin, Riaz Ahmed, Me-
hdi Hasan, Shawkat Hossain,
Arman, Moniruzzaman, Enayet
Hossain, Mujibur Rahman, Mo-
tiur Rahman, Motiur Rahman,
Sharifuzzaman and Majid Rana.

Thirteen players with two

will be the first major sports

evenl to take place in the new,

democratic South Africa, a“
teamn from a white-dominated

sport will be the first to com-

pete under the country's new

flag.

The national surfing team is
scheduled to fly to Brazil on
Sunday to compete in the
World Championships in Rio
de Janeiro starting Tuesday.

The announcement of the
soccer match came a year and
a day after a plane crash that
wiped out virtually all of
Zambia's national team.

. Regrouping _after the
tragedy, Zambia built a new
team that barely missed out on
a berth in the World Cup finals
and which placed second in
the recent African - Nations

Zambian officials promised
to bring a full strength squad
to Johannesburg, including
overseas-based stars such as
the Bwalya brothers Kalusha
and Johnson, Harrison
Choongo and Douglas Mwambu.

The South African team to
play Zambia will be announced
on Tuesday, but Morewa said it
was likely be the same squad
that beat Zimbabwe 1-0. That
squad included three Turkey-
based stars, captain Steve
Komhela, Fani Madida and
John "Shoes” Moshoeu

Morewa said."lt was Zambia
that had historical links with
the South Alrican liberation
movement in the days of
apartheld and was the first
country to show a hand of
friendship to us when the
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Controversy mars |

Kiwi start

LONDON, Apr 30: New
Zealand skipper Ken Ruther
ford was hit on the head by a
beamer as the Kiwis' summer
tour began controversially
against the England Amateur
Xl on Friday. reports Reuter

Rutherford stormed of the
field. clearly upset by the high
full toss delivered by former
Essex seamer Alan van Lint,
and later went to a local hospi-
tal for a precautionary X-ray.

New Zealand, who totalled
288 fot four, completed a 189-
run viclory as the England
Amateur Xl were bowled out
for 149.

Rutherford. who made 34
and was batting in a cap, said,
“I've got a bad headache. but
than-fully no broken bones.
Perhaps it'll knock some sense
into me and next time I'll wear

a helmet. | don't want to make |

a,big issue of it. The bowler
said he'd tried to bowl a
yorker. but there's about six
feet of difference between that
and what | got.

"The Iincident has not
clouded a good day for us, but

" for me it did bring back mem-

ories of the 1990 tour when |
was hit in the face by a
bouncer from Chris Lewis.”
Top batsman Martin Crowe,
playing again after a six-month
lay-oflf with a chronic knee in-
jury. made 56 at a run a ball

. despite having to limp.

But he says he has to accept
that his knee trouble will mean
he is never 100 per cent it or
the rest of his career.

"Il felt a bit sluggish and |
decided to rest the knee after
batting. The knee is a bit sore
and | can feel it more when
I'm slowing down rather than
when I'm pushing off for a run
or playing a stroke.

"It's going to be a bit un-
comfortable, but I've got to put
up with that.”

Apart from his bump on the
head. Rutherford was pleased
with his team's start to what
will be a demanding 10-week
tour.

Opener Blait Pocock, one of
the many young Kiwis trying to
establish themselves as an In-
ternational force during the
next couple of months, an-
chored the innings with 109
from 149 balls. Only Mark
Greatbatch failed against an
enthusiastic, but toothless
amaleur allack.

Ponting in
festive mood

CANBERRA, Apr 30: Ricky

Ponting scored 71 runs
Saturday to lift an Australian
invitation cricket team to a
six-wicket victory over an
Indian XI in the first of three
festival matches between the
leams at Manuka Oval, reporis
AP,
+  Pace bowler Neil Maxwell
took five wickets for 16 runs
as the inexperienced Austra-
lians dismissed the Indians fer
166 in the 4b6-over contest.

The Australians then.scored:
169 for four in reply, with nine
overs (o spare.

Ponting, a Tasmanian who
is tipped as a future Australian
Test player, was supported by
fringe Test player Justin Lan-
ger, who scored 50.

The Indians, led by veteran
Tesl run record-holder Sunil
Gavaskar, were dismissed in
just 43.2 overs despite a
promising start.

After solid innings from
top-scorer Atul Bedade with
47 and Sachin Tendulkar with
25, only No 5 batsman San-
deep Patil managed a decent
score with 27.

Betlade was by far the best
of the Indian batsmen, smash-
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Lara sets Edgbaston afire

1 BIRMINGHAM

f.ngland, Apr 30
West Iindian batt-
¢ star Brian
l.ara lollowed up
‘s world record
Test score of 375 by hitting a
masterful century Friday on his

debut for Warwickshire in
English county cricket
reports AP

The left-handed Trini-

dadian, whose last innings was
the world record score against
England. appeared to carry on
at Edghasion as he had left off
at St John's. Antigua, 11 days
agin.

Lara, 24, hit five different
Glamorgan bowlers for a six
and 16 fours as he reached his
century in only 104 minutes.

He raised his bat and hel-
met aloft after powering a ball
from seam bowler Roland
L.etebvre through extra cowver
for four.

He struck another six off
spin bowler Robert Croft and
seven more fours before he
was out for 147. Going for a
drive through the offside field.
he thin-edged a catch to slip
fielder Matthew Maynard ofl
Croft's bowling.

Lara needed eight balls to
score his first runs as a
Warwickshire player, punching
the ball through the offside
field for a four.

He went on to produce his
full range of shots, including a
pull off his hips similar to the
one in Antigua that took him
past Sir Garfield Sobers' 36
year-old record of 365. That
one went lor four, this one
went lor six

Three times Lara was close
to getting out although he
looked totally in control during
his 165-minute innings.

Mis Gibson. a Barbadian
taken on by Glamorgan this
season, beat him outside the
ofl stump with a rising delivery
when he had scored 20,
Lefebvre found the outside

edge of Lara's bat when he had
reached 68, only for the ball to
fall just short of slip fielder
Maynard.
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BRIAN LARA ... 147

the ball and watched it bounce
and spin just wide of the
stumps. At that stage he had
made 14].

Lara and opener Roger
Twose shared a second wicket
stand of 215. By the time Lara
walked off to a ova-
tion from the Warwickshire
fans, his team was only 100
short of Glamorgan's total of
365 with eight wickets left.

Reuter adds: The West
Indian batsman made up for
Thursday's anti -climax of
spending his first day in the
field, by striking the century in

under two hours
lunch and tea.

Lara produced a display of
exquisite batting stroke to be-
come Warwickshire's first de-
but century maker since Tom
Moody against, Cambridge
University in 1990.

The 24-year-old went into
bat just afier lunch and within
104 minutes he reached three
figures with a glorious cover
drive.

Lara, inspirational from the
moment he square-drove the
eighth ball he received for his
first boundary, said: "1 did feel
nervous, but that had
to do with all the publicity |

“l wasn't particularly tired
afterwards because | didn't
have to do much running but |
was relieved to get it over
with.

"But | was also disappointed
not to go on because | really
like cashing in as much as
;upn?ﬂc-henﬂmglmm

England batsman Graham
Thorpe underlined his class
with a magnificent unbeaten
century as be hauled
out of deep trouble
Worcestershire at the Oval.

Thorpe finished on 189 not
out. having hit 23 boundaries
in an eight-hour innings and
helping to drag Surrey from 58
for four overnight to 463 for
:flnc in reply to

orcestershire’s first innings
205.

it was the l4th first class
century of his career.

Gloucestershire’'s West
Indian captain Courtney Walsh
was at his most lethal, taking
five for 71 to restrict Somerset

to a first innings lead of just
26.

Somerset, resuming at 75
for two in reply to Glouces-
tershire's 203 were dismissed
for 229. Gloucestershire were
135 for four in their second

innings.

between

Will Seles ever return?

UNDATED,_ Apr
W) Is the TJI"”“-

it tennis career
ol Monica Seles
over, destroyed
Iw one moment ol
insanity and 12 months of
mental anguish in the after-

math?

A yeat after she was stabbed
in the back by an obsessed fan
ol Stefli Gral, the question of
when Seles will return is less
discussed among tennis play-
ers and officials than the ques-
tion of whether she ever will,
reporis AP.

"Nobody really knows,” Graf
said at the start of this week's
tournament in Hamburg, Ger-
many, where Sales was at-
tacked on court last April 30.
I think it is getting more and
more unlikely”.

"Women Tennis Association
executive director Gerard
Smith, at the WTA ofilice in

Florida, phrased it a little dif-
ferently.
‘I would say the longer

she's oul, the more difficult it
will be for her to return,”
Smith said.

"l can only imagine that the
traumatic impact that the at-
tack must have had on her put
everything else into a different
perspective,” he said.

The WTA, which is seeking
new sponsorship for its tour to
replace Kraft and Virginia
Slims, desperately needs Seles
and other marquee players.
Jenniler Capriati left the tour
to go back to high school and

there are doubts about her
motivation .to return this
summer. Martina Navratilova
plans to retire at the end of
the year. Gabriela Sabatini
hasn't won anything in a cou-
ple of years.

Without Seles. women's
tennis has virtually turned into
the Stefli Graf Tour. She's won
every match she's played this
year, dropping only one set
along the way, and has cap-
tured four straight Grand Slam
titles. The last Grand Slam
event she lost was the Aus-
tralian in 1993, when Seles
beat her in the final for her
eighth Grand Slam title in a
career in which she has won
dirs 7.4 million.

Yet, despite the WTA's de-
sire to have Seles back, rela-
tions with her have been
strained since it declined to
protect her No 1 ranking dur-
ing her absence,

"I would hope it would not
be a factor in her staying away,
but at this stage no one rules
out anything,” said Smith, who-
hasn't spoken to Seles since
the days after the attack.

"We did what we thought
was best for women's tennis
and for the tour. We tried to
evaluate our decision with re-
gard to her request for a co-
ranking at No 1 in the context
of how it would affect every-
one. We came to the conclu-
sion that providing her with a
co-ranking for an unlimited
amount of time would be inap-
propriate. And if anything the

length of time she's been out
suggests that decision was cor-
rect.”

At the US Open last sum-
mer, Smith suggested to WTA
board of directors that Seles
be given special seeding con-
siderations if she returned.
He's since changed his mind.

“l now believe that even a
special seeding consideration
is inappropriate.” he said. "As
of this week, she's -been of the
tour for a year, and now she'll
have to play her way back, in
my view.”

Sports psychologist Jim
Loehr, who has worked with
Seles and know her since her
early years in tennis, believes
she's feeling uncomfortable
with the way entire episode
was handled.

“First of all, that a fan could
get to her that easy, some
nutso, she felt that wasn't
right.” Loehr said. "Then the
WTA 'didn't protect her rank-
ing the way she felt it should,
gnd then thirdly, the guy that
actually committed the diabol-
ical act received a su
sentence, and she felt almost
like three stries and you're out.

I think it left a very bitter
laste In her mouth, and she al-
ready had reached her greatest
dreams. The onl]y thing that's
left is a Grand Slam. She's
reached the No 1 spot in the
world, her whole life had been
tennis, and this kind of took
the joy and fun out of it."

Loehr believes that "the
longer she stays out, the grea-.




