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Stardom awaits Baggio

cludes prayer recital and the l

ROME, Apr 26
More is expected
of Roberto Bagg-
io. the European
footballer-of-the-
year, than per-
haps any other player at this
summer's World Cup, reports
Reuter.

His soccer-loving Italian
compatriots are hoping the
small, nimble attacker, will lift
their team to its fourth World
Cup triumph while millions of
fans across the globe hope that
his class will make the tour-
nament one to remember.

With Dutchman Marco van
Basten injured and Argentine
Diego Maradona out of condi-
tion, soccer is desperately
short of gifted individuals who
can thrill the crowds.

, deadly from set
pieces and a fine passer and
dribbler of the ball., has the
ability to prove that soccer can
still be the beautiful game it
was when Pele led the
Brazilians to three world titles
between 1958 and 1970.

"In a which is increas-
ingly uniform he is one of the
few who can tip the balance,”
sald former French interna-
tional Michel Platini, whose
number 10 shirt Baggio has
inherited at Juventus.

The year 1993 was a tri-
umphant one for Baggio with
national coaches polled by FIFA
naming him as the world's top
player.

The 27-year-old also picked
up a winner's medal for the
first time in his career as he
inspired Juventus to victory in
the UEFA Cup.

, These triumphs helped si-
lence ecritics who had - the
strength of character to ex-
ploit his talents to the full.

« A practising Buddhist,

was brought up in the small
northeastern Italian town of
Caldogno.
" As a teenager he made a
name for himself with local
chub Vicenza in the [talian
Third Division, the team
where 1982 Itallan World Cup
hero Paclo Rossl began his ca-
reer.

First Division Florentina
signed the teenage prodigy
but Baggio tore cruciate liga-
ments in his knee in his final
appearance for Vicenza and
spent the best part of two
years on the sidelines.
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ROBERTO BAGGIO

It was during that lonely
battle for fitness that he con-
verted to Buddhism.

"l had suffered a serious in-

jury and needed something

deeper than the Catholic reli-
gion,” Baggio recalled recently.
“Today Buddhism helps me
contrel my mind," he added.
The unconventional Italian
dedicated his European-

Juventus captlain wears a
colourful armband bearing
ideograms spelling out the
Japanese for "we must win.”

Baggio's tation grew at
Fiorentina he came to in-
ternational prominence just
before the 1980 World Cup in
italy when Juventus paid a
then-world record 13 millio
dollars to sign him. :

The deal brought rioting
Fiorentina fans onto the str-
eets in Florence, the protest
spreading to the nearby
training centre where Baggio
and his Italian team-mates
were based.

Baggio proved his abilities
with one of the outstanding
goals of that World Cup, a su-
perb solo run and chip over
Czechoslovak goalkeeper Jan
Stejskal.

However, |+ wus not a regu-
lar for Italy in a tournament
which ended with the disap-
pointment of semifinal elimi-
nation.

He subsequently struggled
to adapt to life at Juventus,
once a scandal when
he refused to take a penalty
kick against former club
Fiorentina. ,

But his career has blos-
somed in the past two seasons
and he has become the focal

~ point of Arrigo Sacchi's Italian

team.

His importance to the team
was underlined when injury
forced him to miss last
month's friendly defeat by
Germany. Without Baggio, the
Italians had little to offer in
attack.

The pressure on Baggio at
the World Cup will be enor-
mous and the competition
comes when his wife is due to
give birth to heir second child.
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VIENNA, Apr 29: Europe
could get more places in the
World Cup finals from 1998
through inter-continental play-
offs, European Football Union
(UEFA) president Lennart
Johansson said on Thursday,
reports Reuter.

Speaking
congress at which he was re-
elected for a second four-year
term Johansson said Europe
could have as many as 16 to 18
teams in the 1998 finals in
France.

"If you like betti
could put quite a lot of money
on the fact that there will be
32 teams In France in 1998,

Johansson told a news confer-
ence.

International Football
Federation (FIFA) president
Joao Havelange suggested last
month that the number of
teams. in the World Cup finals
be increased from 24 to 32 to
satisfy growing demands, par-
ticularly from Asia and Africa,
for more places.

Johansson said that, in the
past, the number of European
countries had always been cut
to meet the demands from
other continents.

But, even if you give the
other continents an extra
place each, there could still be
four places not distributed
geographically”, he said.

These places could be de-
cided by playofls. with the
strongest - nations coming
through. Europe could end up
with more places because we
are the best."

Europe will have 13 of the
24 berths at this summer's {i-
nals in the United States.
Africa, which has just had its
allocation increased from two
to three, is already considering

aflter a UEFA
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NEW YORK, Apr 29: Beer is
likely to be sold inside stadi-
ums during World Cup soccer
matches across the United
States this summer. reporis
Reuter.

The downside is that the
fans may be drinking it behind
bars and deprived of their
drums and trumpets.

World Cup chairman Alan
Rothenberg told Reuters in a
wide-ranging Interview on
Thursday that an alcohol sales
policy was likely next week
and he expected most venues
would allow the public to buy
beer during matches.

"All we can do is make our
recommendation which will
not call for an alcohol ban, we
don't believe that's necessary
or appropriate,” he said.

"l think what we're going to
recommend is that no sales
take place after half time".

The subject caused a furore
earlier in the year when
Rothenberg sent a letter to the
nine venues recommending
they ban the sale and con-
sumption of alcohol before and
during matches §s a preventive
measure. 1

One leading beermaker and
World Cup marketing partner
slammed that idea as "un-
American”.

Rothenberg said a’mther
controversy over the erecting
of security fences around
pitches had yet to be resolved
in venues where local police
wanted them installed.

"The organising committee

no fenci

Little ale & no percussion

and FIFA are adamantly op-
posed to fencing to separate
the field from the stands. We
have made that abundantly
clear to each and every venue.

Rothenberg sajd that ulti-

" mately in the United States

the jurisdiction for public
safety was up to police.

"We have been able to per-
suade the local police, we
think, in six of the communi-
ties that fencing is absolutely
counter-productive. It isn't just
a gquestion of atmosphere. We
think it's unsafe compared to
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"So far we have not been
successful in persuading the
olher three. We hope to be
able to do that within Lthe next
few weeks. We would strongly
advocate no fencing at all". -

"We think it's a monstrous-

over-reaction by some local
police who maybe read head-
lines of things that happened
around the world at soccer
matches,"” said-Rothenberg..
Rothenberg said the only
argument for fences was to

prevent fans rushing on the
field — which was nowhere
near as serious as the risk of
being crushed against fences.

Ninety five Liverpool fans
died at Sheflield's Hillsborough
Stadium on April 15. 1989 in a
crush before an English FA Cup
semifinal against Nottingham
Forest.

"l think if you're treated

like an animal you behave like .

an animal, if you're treated like
a human being you behave like
a human being. They put ani-
mals behind fences, they don't
put human beings behind
fences,” said Rothenberg.

The venues concerned are
Chicago, scene of the opening
match between relgning
champions Germany and
Bolivia that is expected to at-
tract a global television audi-
ence of 1.5 billion on June 17,
Dallas and San Francisco.

"The law enforcement and
fire department are on one
side and the World's Cup is
one the other. We have differ-
ent priorities,” said comman-
der Jack Seamons of the
Chicago police department
that- handles security at special
events.

"We're sticking firm and so

~are they”.

Seamons, speaking in a
telephone interview, said the
police would also be taking a
tough line on fans trying to
bring things into the stadium,
including the musical instru-
ments beloved of many fans.
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Brazil
warm-up .

RIO DE JANEIRO, Apr 29:
Brazil have arranged World Cup
warm-up matches against Hon-
duras and El Salvador, the
Brazilian Football Confedera-
tion. (CBF) said on Thursday,
reports Reuter.

Brazil will take on Honduras
on June 8 in San Diego and
play El Salvador in Fresno,
California, four days later.

The Brazilians will arrive at
Los Gatos, where they will be
based during the first round,
on May 26, the CBF said. They
will travel to Edmonton for a

game against Canada on Ju-
ne 4.

Brazil's opening Match iIn
the World Cup is against Russia
on June 20. They have been
drawn in World Cup Group B.
which also includes Cameroon
and Sweden.

Costly song!

HAMBURG, Apr 29: Stefli
Graf won 60,000 marks
(35,300 dollars) in damages on
Wednesday from a rock band
who libelled her in a record,

i reports AFP.

Die Angefahrenen Schul-
kinder claimed the song,
brought out in 1992, was ac-
ceplable satire but a Karlsruhe
appeal court ruled it was crude
money-making.

The song contained the
lyrics: "] want to make love to
Steffi Graf, just like her father
did it a thousand times before.”

Gral's lawyer said the
money would go to charity.
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FIFA. sponsors and soccer as-
sociations but five first round
matches were sold out.

They were Italy v Ireland
and Norway in New York,

financial source for the futyre
dévelopment of soccer in

Europe.”
The UEFA congress ap-

mum of 10 per caller, in an at-
tempt to keep out scalpers
while allowing school teams
and families to atlend to-
gether.
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Zealand, Apr 29: New Zea-
land’'s top-ranked player Brett
Steven scored a four-set
victory over Yasufumi Yama-
moto Friday to lift the Kiwis
into a 1-1 tie with Japan after
the first day of the
Asia/Oceania Davis Cup sec-
ond-round tennis match at
Pioneer Stadium, reports AP,

Steven, who is ranked 78 in
the world, defeated Yamamoto
6-3. 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (7-3). The
Japanese No. 2 player is
ranked only 320nd.

Shuzo Matsuoka, the top-
ranked player on the Japanese
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