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10, Ehe Dhily Star I MagaZIne
A Founder of Modem Dhaka

N the mid-fifties | first met
her. And over a tl‘::nf
period of time after !

not recollect any meeting of

the cultural leading lights ol
Dhaka where she didn't oc
cupy a very honoured seat
Gandaria Mahila Samiti was as
active an organisation as it was
respected. In the void. resem-
bling the intergalactic ex-
. that was created by the
exit ul' the whole of Dhaka's
ly cultured middle class in
the wake of the 1947 partition
of India, Gandaria Mahila Sa-
miti, founded by Shahzadi Begum
and Ashalata Sen. mother ol
Samar Sen, the doyen of Indi-
an economists, was a brightly
shining light from which we
took courage in the gloomy
days of those [rustrating years.

While we kept expecting

that Gandaria Mahila Samiti
would not fail to atiend an im-
portant meeting. this rather

woman materialised, as
a matter of course, and we
knew Mrs B. Ahmed had come
to take her seat and fit a re-

role, not only as rep-

resenting the famous Samiti
but as one on whom we all
could depend. She led the
Samiti to be sure but it was not
~ the Samiti that made her, it
" was people like her who made
the Samiti

To come to think of the

Dhaka of the early fifties — par-
ticularly its women situation.
There were only two public
buses and cycle rickshaws,
after making a very successful
showing in Narayanganj were
in rather hesitantly.
The hackney carriages — their
third class stature printed
boldly in white and in Roman
numeral — were the trans-
portation mainstay. And when
the carriages had women
among their passengers, they
‘put up the shutters. That was
almost universal practice till
the end of '48.
By 1950 some compulsive
women's emancipation and so-
. cial work activists had made
Dhaka their centre of activity.
Shahzadi m, mother of
Khan Bahadur Aminul Huq of
“Tiger Hill" fame, came from
Dinajpur and founded the
Gandaria Mahila Samiti. There

were two redoubtable friends .

Shamsunnahar Mahmud and
Sufia Kamal. Then there was
this one and incomparable Mrs
B — Badrunnessa — Ahmed. i
is doubtful if the Muslim male
population of Dhaka at that
time had a similar foursome —

given wholly to the cause of
society. Although Shamsunna-

har had the misfortune of run-
ning for the provincial legis-
lature with a nomination from
the Muslim League which had -
already become a quarter
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universally despised, the four
steered clear of party politics
and saved themselves for
higher and better things Only
one of the four — Sufia Kamal
— lives on providing a shining
example of the stufl her
comrades were made of.

Each one of the four had
her full complement of specia-
littes. Mrs B Ahmed, probably

gcn:rnl run of cultural activisis
met the most and had the
chance of working together.
The others led the usual social
work crowd that so often
slided into a racket beholden
to government funding and
never much cared about the

in' a pithy unm
would give her opinion.
was dispassionate

wise. Heh was a.

a proposal for awar
life-membership of APWA (All

Pakistan Women's Association
government-backed organi-
sation for upper class ladies to
parade their concern for soci-
ety and climb up the social
ladder in reward] was once
turned down on the plea that
she didn’'t have a university
degree. It was nevertheless
true that indeed she didn't
have one. This fact makes her
achievement all the more re-
markable. And if one adds to

not 'l'lll.Ic npnull:‘g} 'l:.hll ﬂll

aire or top poljuctln nr hu-
reaucrat, coming from any
dazzling background as did

=

word order in questions and
by doing exercises like this
you can make it fun. This

by Waheedul Haque
most of her peers, one wiuld
simply be overwhelmed tiy a
sense of mystery. What was; her
source of her inspiration and
. her enviable self-ed uca-

about the h

dm-.-hd it by
lhc
-h
was m M up by her
maternal grandfather, the

opment. It is a shame that Mrs
B Ahmed is not remembered.
It is an inordinately greater
shame that the great and no-
blewoman from whom Bad-
runnessa took her lessons of
life and a fund of inspiration
that lasted her unto death — is
not even known by name to
even the most informed of our
educated people. Mrs Ahmed
came under her influence only
after her marriage in 1921 at

the age of 18. For that great
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We are aware that some past

The Unforgettable Mrs B. Ahmed

lady was the eldest sister of
her husband. Much later a
bright young man from Noa-
khali, writing and editing a

* Bulbul” from Calcutta
and playing soccer for the re-
doubtable Calcutta Moham-
medan Sporting Club married
this great woman's daughter.
Habibullah, his nickname
Bahar and a brother to Nahar
or Shamsunnahar Mahmud,
was to become a very popular
mintster in the otherwise
hated Muslim Ministry of the

nubul Fatima was nothing hy
herself, her connections were

such as could make her amply

And she had everything —
and in what quality! She was an
accomplished writer of prose
— perhaps the only after
Rokeya Sakhawat among the
Muslim writers, to have regu-
larly published her pieces of
short story and essay in such
high-brow journals as "Bha-
ratbarsha’". Fatima didn’t teach
Badrunnessa only through

s, she taught her by
exemplifying things herself.
The Dhaka of early twenties
was a cultured city all right —
but not one Muslim could be
found in the cultural and social
elite of the city till the

of the subcontinent.
In those days of unredeemed
backwardness of her com-
munity, Fatima did not sit
satisfied with her literary pur-
suit and its rewarding suc-
cesses. She involved herself
with whatever contributed to
social development — of her
community as well as of the

nine children and then go out
to the call of duty outside.

But for an enlightened Mus-
lehuddin Ahmed it wouldn't
have been possible for Mrs B to
emulate M Fatima and set
examples by herselfl. None of
her children grew into social
climbers, two of her daughters
were leading dancers at a time
appearing on stage for wha-
tever reason — not to speak of
dancing — was held as an
outrage on social norms. Her
eldest son was groomed into
the best guitarist this side of
the Padma something
society did not value at all. By
her instance her nieces also

bloomed into eminent dancers
and singers. All this could not

be possible if only the husband
was made of the same mold as
other Muslim gentlemen of the
Lime were.

She founded in [992 the
‘Noadha Zenana Mahfil' In
Calcutta — an association of her
compatriots coming from the
village of her birth in Manik-
ganj. And soon enough she
staged a drama. an unheard of
thing for a Muslim lady to do,
and donated the collected gate
money to no less a person than
M A Jinnah. During the 1946
communal mayhem in which
thousands were buichered, she
formed a peace committee and
contvened a mela of people
drawn from the fighting
communities. These were very
risky things to do there being
every chance for misunder-
standing by the extremists of
her own community. In 1947
she rushed with succour to the
aid ol the victims of the Bihar
communal carnage and the
Muslim Women's Association
of that province, moved by the
toll she put into her work,
offered her their presiden-
tship.

In 1950 she decided to
settle in Dhaka, her home
town, and came back from
Calcutta. Gandaria — the ‘grand,
area’ of old Dhaka — was pos-
sibly new to her. But this could
not hold her from bullding
from nothing a leading social
organisation working for
women's emancipation, cul-
tural awakening and social wel-
fare, all at once. This is where
she met her equals in dedica-
tion to the cause of the society.
Ashalata Sen and Shahzadi
Begum, Mrs B Ahmed was at
first the treasurer of the
Gandaria Mahila Samity and
then its general secretary. In
only a few years time she be-
came its president and died in
harmess in that capacity in
1980.

There was in 1955 an all-
developing flood of the order
of the one that hit Bangladesh

Continued on page 11

Wobbly Words

Passi ng Years, Falling Leaves

government official in
our country is looked
uporn as a special spe-
-| cies. it was more so in Sind
(Pakistan). Our office was lo-
cated near the Masjid-e-Khijira
in Karachi. The Ministry of
Commurications was in lsla-
mabad (the year was 1968). So
also were the other important
ministries (for our purpose)
such as Finance, Economic
Aflairs, etc. 50. to be on time,
we would leave Karacht as early
as 6 am in the moming and
return back by. naturally. as
late as 9 pm in the evening.

After a couple of months of
shuttling about. my mentor Mr
Golam Rasul Bhatti of Jhang
(now deceased) called me to
his room and admonished
me for patronising the PIA
(Pakistan Internatiomnal Air-
lines). Mr Bhatti told me to go
tg Islamabad by Tejgam (a fast
train), otherwise he would noi
countersign my travelling
allowance bills. Mr Bhatti was a
l tough boss, but the kindest of

men. | had the temerity to ask
him., what was the necessity
for those journeys which
meant that it would take me
about thirty hours each way
My mentor said, would | not
like to have a new suit every
momnth or better still, a good
saree for my wife!

Thereafter, | was merrily
travelling by Tejgam. meeting
many interesting persons such
as filmstars Sabiha (heavily
veiled), Santosh, Ada [Lux toi-
let soap model), Mr Manzur
Qadir, and a host of VIPs. | also
met some friends, Mr Aminul
Islam- of _ghe - Engineering
Service and Mr Nurul Alam, a
Director In the Central
Ministry of Education. and

others.
In one such journeys | was

fortunate to get a coupe. and a
lower berth. As the whistles of
the engine gave the signal for
the train's departure, a gen-
tleman along with the Statio-
nmaster and three coolies
came running tu#lrds our

train was already late by five
minutes.

Thirty hours in a railway

compartment, can only be

5
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the train's kitchen, and all the
ingredients of the food were of
the best quality. All the food
items were prepared with
'H;i'ulrl Ghee (pure Ghee).

after lbuut .-'ﬁm: m

Sahib asked me about my wife
and the children. He was

1 would lih to know .the

recipe’ of having a son. | did

not like to dampen the spirits
of Nawab Sahib. So | said that

it would be very kind of him if
he told me the secret. "Mahtab
Saab” he said. "when your wife
is expecting another child,
please go to the Masjid to-
gether, and pray te the
Almighty that the name of your
next issue would be Moham-
med. and nothing else. Nawab
Sahib had been blessed with a
son, after he had five daug-
hters. Nawab Sahib insisted
that the recipe would be
successful in my case.

To the great rl:grﬂ n!‘

T is only natural that
with the advancement of
science and technology
lciﬂllzaunn will go forward.

Although belatedly. it is good
to know that our country has
discarded, at least partially.

Try this word puzzle. In each shape the letters are jumbled up. Put them in the correct order,
but be careful - some have more than one word. What do all of them have in common?

the age-old educational system
with an infrastructure consis-
ting of many loapholes and
finally embraced a much timely
method. An introduction under
this new educational system |s
the grading of the examination
scripts with the help of mach-
ine. And it is this introduction
of mechanical help imr precisely
evaluating a student’'s perfor-
mance that has raised a few
questions in the minds of

ple. Can machine perform
this kind of intellectual task
with precision? Would machi-
ne be always free from the
error of judgement? Doesn't it
have limitations of its own?
These questions have created
an adverse effect in the minds
of many. cupecially the SSC
candidates,

A Train Journey with a Nawabzada
by Shahabuddin Mahtab

carriage, and by the time g
-mate arrived

Nawab Sahib | did not follow
his ‘recipe’. When the trage-
dies of 1971 started, he pho-
ned me from Dera Gazi Khan,
and asked me if he could do
anything for me, and {f
necessary he would come
down to Karachi. My left
for Dhaka on the 1 of
March, 1971, and | reached’

Dhaka on the 13th of April,

1971. | talked to Nawab Sahib,
for the last time in June,

1971.

Optical Mark Reader (OMR) and
the Fear of the SSC Examinees

by Engr Gazi Z Ahmed .

into the machine if will only
choose the correct answers in
the circled box. Where it Will
not see any reflection, it will
look for answers there. Se,
obviously it is understandable
that the circled spaces will
have to be filled in clear hand-
writing with dark black ink. As
the colour blue is relatively
lighter than black and reflects
less, that is whylit will be best
to use a thick-nibbed black
pen or ball-point.

As a person involved in this
process, | have often noticed
that while filling in the round
spaces, the students become
too keen on not touching the
bounderies of the circle and
this practice often leaves too
much space between the writ-
ing of answers and the bound-
ery of the circle. This practice
may prove to be dangerous for

any student. So the students
Tﬂy we have some more time there is also a connection questions .hl"fﬂ not been Because thkl;i?:? fxan: is shgtdd make sure that they do
puzzles for you. There is the with one of the other items in answered in the column but one of the deciding factors In a 54 1caye any black spaces
. this i : student's life, one may ask - around the circle; they must

usual Wobbly Words puzzle the column. s “ m_ they * e would this machine do proper _ .- "7 S oh white
and also a Wobbly Sentences - sometimes a little bit too justice to a student's cfforts? space and they also must en-
again! : There is also a new complicated. Space and time an:nai:n;r‘:;rcliuyzﬁlﬁuﬁ sure that the writing inside
Language Lab. Don’t forget e Nanted ﬂdﬂfj’w m » any kind but machines are :;ﬁti?;fnmmb;wcf “‘:'_t

As we said before, this is a  that these appear in answer to bettef chance getting an urred ance

word order. Many people are
not so confident with the

your questions. If you do not
write we have no questions to
answer. S0 put pen (o paper

answer if your question is
related to a particular example
such as today’s.

—
&

Wobbly Sentences

Try this exercise to help you practise the word order in questions. There are two different
questions mixed up. You must sort them out, put the words in the correct order and make sure
you use the punctuation marks.

clear. The first question is
right and the second one

use a word, but make sure
that the example you are

programmed to be error-free.
While examining objective-type
scripts, human vision becomes
exhausted after correcting 10-
15 scripts and the examiner.
himself after sometime. may
forget the correct answers.
Because the exam paper itself
does not contain the answers
but only the marked alphabets
ta. b, ¢, d) of the correct an-
swers, But if the machine,
through a programme is made
known the correct answers to
each question it will never
commit error. Because unlike
the human brain, the mechan-
ical brain is not flawed with
digressive thoughts while
thinking of a particular subject.

Even so, can the machine

Again, some students are in
the habit of filling up two
spaces with one stroke of a
pen. Filling up twe or more
spaces for opne answer defi-
nitely means wasting the op-
portunity of answering those
questions for which these
spaces were designated origi-
nally. One answer must be
replied within the given area,
not more. Affer writing, If a
student thinks that the answer
which he has written is wrong,
even then he shouldn't use an
additional space. Because, fill-
ing an additiopul space for the
previous answer ultimately re-
sults in losing both the an-

SWers.
Another problem that may

Language "™ looking st hat the seme | [ The anewer to that also (o cicied aren: So it 1s. 80
me a fﬁl‘ g g - | meaning as what you want 10 | ;5 yes'. Because the precision i .4 1o everyone to use a plain
: ' Lab . The reason for this is that the  say. of a machine depends on IS  phard-board sheet under the
) you cari y lng : verb mind is followed by the - Tﬂ?u;am : :‘“ s :::m::ilt?:l?l pﬂpﬂ'. tm:'l:f
In this column we want you * ing form of the verb. Itcan in  If you want to write to us If the operator does mot e o desk
l to write to us about any some circumstances also be with any guestions you feed ﬂi:fn;:iﬂ::nea:;tr]w:;: This procedure umuldn‘:}
| 5 ollowed noun complicated wrong inio n, have caused much problem
th pi€ase little problems that you have f by A o Bave, Guupes o 'l‘h' follows the correct procedures 1. ovstem was used in the
€se with English and we will see  Pronoun as in Don’t mind  please write to € | of implanting informations.  psher classes of the schools.
open fGr i we can * them him! Language Lab, c/o The then the machine will defl-  gi.dents would have been ac-
analyse . Daily Star. nitely be 100 per cent correct. . ,g1omed to it by now. But it
We will try to give the best However, as we are quite Nnew  .u hring an adverse effect on
quu answer possible in the space It is generally true that the | e AR g k. ] 5. s eymen, and the opera-  the rural students, who prob:
l . tors are not well-trained, it nformed. of
, available. overall form of & 8eRtence I8 | oy oot puuory pre sovend-swsef | Hon TG SOt e ith ab.  8DIy are not well | 0
B 5 ¥ = : E
could . determined . by the verb you sy00q asay1 Suuws punu nok pmop solute precision. But then :::chp‘::fwbl:ﬂis nu?;:;d to
? - Window | Md Habibur Morsitin Xami . Use: The elements that follow - w+aim wowowas omi 1 | there must be checks before  opjightens the students, him-
; it are known as the verb S5505W5s Kigwa | introduction/operations. self has not probably seen the
writes to ask.. . - : The machine which is used ced such
the 9 and dictionanes machine or experien
. I pattern some ': :he b ‘posn 2w Loy for this purpose is called {}M}I‘I methods of examination.
Whi ive a description o ve ical Mark Reader). whic =
o ‘:'*-; T o e for sach verh.' | e s ey s | meana cxamining Gughrays  ThaL 15 why U suthort
uesnon " ! Pl ‘ chine works well a 0 scan
. ' W{)uld AR sp u ynp nok op wym Hduy | or light Mﬁhi;muflﬁt { so answer scripts twice through
min . 1. Would st d S Be careful with these patterns x o pwew ¢ | the precision of rays will en- the OMR and carrythg out a
e Gyt b Manv Verbs Rave _ st ; sure the correctness of its use.  manual verification of the an-
p]ease the door, please? though. y ; dow 'y wypwedns ‘g oW TIME | § Now. one may ask where will  swers to complete the process.
mﬂlﬂﬂllt t more . than one possible M M L (he reflection of rays come  Although this new method has
= -' pattern and sometimes a :ssomsuy | from? The round spaces :lhal iglvtn[:'l?f :: r; iﬂl m'-‘:f ;}l&b!;ﬁd
: . e _ o will fill in their fear, it is very su -
2. Would you mind 1o open  particular pattern is associated | = _ _ L]:-:ip.tt:'d:i';lunm pdeuL e Ik aleniaed Tt efv de-
QU&SHDI'I I ......................... sprarares ! ----------------------------- m m'nM? wi'h a r-n'“:uhr mmg' In Eﬂ“ﬂ: Marina h'l_-. Dennis ra}r‘ Rlllm it w‘“t frul']] VEIDFd countries. S‘:L there is
_ | ther words, you can use a O’Bricn, Janct Raymor, the empty spaces in the exam. really nothing to fear from this.
Question 2 ' dictionary to check how to | @-n_ ok Councli: 199¢.] ination paper. When the exam- A student's effort, Inteliect and
MM £ (cirsrscssnaneibnsisdiisnsngesssisssssrasinnsns BE A R EE YR AW foww s b Ea :

Well the answer here is quite

ination paper will be inserted

ability will be well-judged by it



