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Peres pledges ‘supreme
effort’ for accord with PLO

JERUSALEM, Apr 28: Israel
will make a "supreme eflfort” to
reach an accord with-the PLO
to launch Palestinian self-rule
and then focus on peace with

Syria, Foreign Minister Shi-
mon Peres said today, reports

reach an agreement
Palestinians, we will
to devote more of our
to negotiations with
", Peres told state radio
flying to Cailfo later in
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Jewish settler
gets life-term
for killing Arab

JERUSALEM, Apr 28: An
Israeli court sentenced a
Jewish settler to life in prison
Thursday for murdering a
bound and blindfolded Palesti-
nian in a West Bank settle-

ment, AP. .
A m:n at Jerusalem

23, 1993, slaying of Mussa Abu
Sabha in the Jewish settle-

ment of Sussiya.

day to give added impetus

to talks with the PLO.

"We want lo reach an, overall

settlement which takes in

and we see a peaceful
future with Damascus”. the
minister said.

Peres was expected to meet
PLO Chairman Yasser Aralat
today in the Egyptian capital
and pledged "a supreme effort
to bring the (Cairo) negotia-
tions to an end".

The Peres trip. which
coincides with a visit to Cairo
by US Secretary of State Warr-
en C her, is to prepdre
for the signing by Arafat and
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
of an accord- to implement
autonomy in the Gaza Strip and
West Bank town of Jericho.

"It may take a week or even
more”, Peres said, "We have to
sign the agreement lo change
the situation on the ground so
that the Palestinians have a
territorial reality. Otherwise
terrorism will go on". he
warned.

Peres, Arafat, Christopher
and Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak could all meet toge-
ther, according to an Egypti
official. ‘

North Korea won't allow

abAL

.. 28: North
Korea says it will permit inter-
-national inspectors to be pre-
sent when it refuels a nuclear
reactor but that it will not al-
low them to take samples, a
South Korean report said

Thursday, says AP.
The International

nspectors
for the refueling of the Com-

gramme. -

US Defence Secretary
William Perry said in Seoul last
week that the spent fuel rods
be removed from the
Neorth's experimental reactor

could yield enough plutonium
to make four to five nuclear
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Arafat arrives in Cairo: roicde

take N-samples

bombs.

North Korea says its nuclear
programme is peaceful but its
refusal of full inspections has
deepened suspicion that it is
developing .atomic weapons.
Western analysts believe that
the North already has enough

" materials to make at least one

atomic bomb by 1995.

The facility. identified by
the North as a radiochemical
laboratory, is known to be used
to produce plutonium, a key
component of atomic bombs.

The spokesman was quoted
as saying that routine and ad

hoc inspections not related to 4

the fuel rod inspection "may be
allowed after the nuclear issue
is settled in a package deal at
future DPRK [North Korea)-US
talks".

North Korea in recent years
has been seeking to improve
ties with the United States,
with which it has no diplo-
matic relations.

' Yasser Arafal arrived in Cairo yesterday for meetings with US
y of State Warren Christopher and Egyptian

President Hosni Mubarak, Reuter reports from Cairo.
arrived on Wednesday evening and Israeli
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OIC wants to participate
in Bosnia peace talks

UNITED NATIONS. Apr 28:
The countries of the Orga-
nisation of the Islamic Con-
ference (OIC)., urging an end
Wednesday to the UN arms
embargo on Bosnia, said they
should have a role in new
peace talks on the former
Yugoslavia, reports AFP,

But in a statement released
by the OIC at UN headquarters
in New York the Muslim coun-
tries said such a conference
must not be "utilized by the
Serbs as a cover to execute or
legitimize their war objectives
and annexionist designs.”

"The Serxb withdrawal from:
Gorazde and the establishment
of exclusion zone must pre-
cedes the holding of the con-
ference and the member states
of the OIC contact group
should be invited to attend.,”
the 51-member OIC said in its
statement.

The comtact includes Iran,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Senegal,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt. Tunisia,

and Turkp.jr.
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US President Bill Clinto

iranian Foreign Minister All
Akbar Velayati addressed the
Council after the OIC contact
group met and charged there
was a. sitrong bias against
Muslims in the Security
Council.

He- complained that Iran
was not allowed to te
in the UN protection force in
the former Yugoslavia while
"troops from a well known
supporter of the Serbs (Russia)
were deployed in a most criti-
cal area around Sarajevo.”

"The only implemented

(Councti) resolution is the one

that has helped the Serbs
maintain their totally dispro-
portionate superiority in this
one sided slaughter,” he said,
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Assef Ahmed Ali told the
Council "the fallure of the
world community to arrest and
reverse the aggression in
Bosnia-Hetrzegovina will have
[ar-reac consequences for

" the future of world peace and

“If this aggression remain
unchecked, smaller .and
weaker states will lose confi-
dence in the stability of the
United Nations to collectively
safeguard their security,
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity. -

The OIC statement also
stressed that Securjty Council
Resolution 713 of 1991
which slapped an arms em-
bargo on Bosnia — should not
apply to Bosnia and is illegal.

The Muslim states said they
would take action as soon as
passible to introduce a resolu-
tion in the Security Council to
stipulate that the provisions. of
the resolution are not applica-
ble to Bosnia. \

Another report says: Th
European Union renewed its
opposition Wednesday to lift-
ing the arms embargo against
Bosnia, even though Islamic
members demanded the em-
bargo against Muslim force be
dropped.

"The European Union ac-

F ]

tion plan provides the only ap-
iate basis for a negotiated’
settlement and a lasting
peace,” said Karolos Populias,
the Greek Minister of Foreign
Affairs, who spoke for the EU.

Th States has also
auppgrPe?l‘ Ia:lj!ll:r'nﬂl'lg Muslim
forces access to.arms.
said the EU focus will remain

on finding a negotiated settle-

i

| e continuation of hos-
tilities will not lead the
anywhere.: It will only render
the reaching of an agreement
more difficult and the suffering
of the innocent civilian popu-

lation more acute.” .
He added, "it is important,

now more than ever, that the
parties engage in meaningful
negotiations." S

Reuter adds: US Secretary
of State Warren Chirstopher
said on Wednesday that he and

Foreign Minister of other |

countries taking a lead role in
Bosnia may meet to review de-
velopments there as early ds
next week. -
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n (L) and First Lady Hillary Clinton (2nd L) are joined

four former

presidents and their wives April 27 during former President Richard Nixon's funeral in
Yorba Linda, California. (L-R) President George Bush and Barbara Bush, President Ronald
Reagan and Nancy Reagan, President Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter, President Jerry

Ford and Betty Ford.

— AFP photo.

Christopher
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres was due to arrive later yes-
. The PLO has not yet said whether.Arafat will see

:

Peres.

They are all expected to press for a quick conclusion to
five months of PLO-lsraell talks on the details of Palestinian
self-rule in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank town of Jericho.

last claims 7 Vietnamese: seven

, two of them children, were killed when a bag of

artillery shells exploded on a bus, an official newspaper
yesterday. Reuter reports from Hanoi.
Fifteen were injured in the blast. many of them se-
riously. It happened during unloading of a cargo of scrap
metal containing the shells from a bus in the central high-
lands town of Kontum last Sunday. the trade union newspaper
Lao Dong said.

Dozens of Vietnamese are killed every year in explbsions of
scrap excavated from Vietnam war battlefields and arms.
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Dozens killed as

rlval Ye

troops clash near Sanaa

SANAA, Apr 28: Dozens of
people were killed in fighting
between northern and south-
ern forces near the capital on
Wednesday, exactly a year after
Yemen's first elections since
unity, the Defence Ministry
said, reports AFP.

A ministry spokesman
charged that fighters ol the
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) in
10 vehicles mounted with
machine guns and backed by a
southern army brigade moun-
ted an attack on Amran.

"Dozens of martyrs and
innocent victims were killed,”
in the attack on an army camp
and nearby cement factary. the

spokesman said. a precise Lol

was nbt yet available.

"But the YSP said that
attacks by northern units were
to blame for the fighting and
said heavy weapons were used.

It also blamed President Ali

Abdallah Saleh. a northerner,
saying he made a strong
speech against his rival. Vice
President Ali -Salem AOL-Baid,
who is based in the southern
city of Aden.

The Defence Ministry. un-
der northern command,. said
the assailants were under the
orders of a former southern
officer. Yahia Dahesh Alyan.
who had been thrown out of
the army for indiscipline,

The attack was lavnched as

+ a military commitiee in charge

of lowering tensions in. Yemen,
accompanied by US and
French military attaches, was
touring northern and southern
barracks in Amran.

If the toll is confirmed, it
would be the worst bloodshed
since clashes in the southern
region of Abyan on February 21
that killed around 20 people,
the day after the rival leaders
signed a reconciliation accord
in Amman.

The YSP said the latest
fighting broke out after Saleh
attacked southern leaders and
accused themn ol seeking
partition, in a speech to mark
Lhe April 27. 1993 elections

meni

Iran conducts’
major naval
exercise

NICOSIA. Apr 28: Amid
growing concern about its mil-
itary bufldup, Iran's navy con-
ducted a major exercise Wed-
nesday in the strategic Strait
of Hormuz and the southern
Gulf, reports AP.

The official Islamic Repub-
lic News Agency reporfed that
the weeklong exercise, code-
named “Thamen al-a’ Imma”
after a Shi'ite Muslim Saint,
began Tuesday.

It is the latest in a series on
intensive ranian war games in
the Gulf in recent months as
Tehran strives to rebuild its
navy, which emerged from the
1980-88 war with Iraq in poor

. with submarines, fast
missile craft and a marine
commando force. |

The centerpiece of the ma-
neuvers by the navy and the
Revolutionary Guards “Corps’
naval arm was the deployment
and use of anti-ship missiles.
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Congress leader Nelson Mandela, raises her fist April 27 as
she arrives at the polling station in the cast Johannesburg

township of Ketlehong to vote in South

elections. i

Africa’s first
— AFP photo
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Sharif refuses

- to accompany
- Benazir to SA

ISLAMABAD, Apr 28: Pakis-
tan opposition leader Nawaz
Sharif has refused to acco-
mpany Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto to.- South Africa for the
oath-taking ceremony of the
first democratically elected
president of that country,

reports Xinhua.

In response to Benazir's in-
vitation letter dated April 22,
Nawaz Sharif said he was will-
ing to nominate a member of
the parliament from his
Pakistan Musliim League to join
the Pakistan delegation to
South Africa for the ceremony
to be held on May 9 to 11.

AsS you are aware, the pre-
sent political situation in the
country is such that I cannot
visit Pretoria at this stage,
Sharif said in the letter which

blished here today.

"ROK students
stage anti-US
rally: 20 held.

SEOUL, Apr 28: Some 20
South Korean students were
arrested today when they
marched to the US embassy in

Washington stop deploying
new weapons in the south,
reports Reuter.

Witnesses said the students
were surrounded outside the
embassy and dragged away by
riot police while they were
attempting to deliver a protest
letter.

“We oppose the US;: we
oppose the war.” the students
shouted as they were taken

aAWaAY .
Elsewhere in the capital,

about 1,000 students at Seoul
National University staged an
anti-nuclear and anti-US dem-
onstration, the Yonhap domes-
tic news agency reported.
Mon poll

Tory Party sinks
to its lowest

rating

LONDON. Apr 28: The
British Conservative Party has
sunk to its lowest rating since
the party swept to power in
1979 and languishes 21 points
behind the Labour opposition.
according to a Mori poll in the

Times. today. AFP.
The Tory rating of 26 per
cent | with 28 lasi

month) is not only lower than
during s mid-term set-
backs. but is also a drop from
the plateau of the previous |1
months when the Tory rating
was stuck around 28-29 per
cent.
Moreover, with only 20

cent of the public sali
with Prime Minister John

Major's performance and 75
per cent unhappy. dissalisiac-
tion has risen to the record
levels of last summer.

that

. room for 15 howurs during
Universe contest organisers said today, reports Reuter.

Yeltsin, opponents sign

* Kremlin Palace.

MOSCOW. Apr 28: Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin signed a
political truce Thursday with
mamny of his oppopents. inchad-
ing extreme nahionalist leader
Viadimir Zhirinovsky. reports
AP.

The so<alled Civic Accord,
signed in a nationally television
ceremony al the Kremlin,

all sides to refrain
from violence in pursuing their
political goals.

It is Yeltsin's attempt to
prevent a repeat of last
October's fighting in Moscow.
when the president sent tanks
to crush an uprising by hard-
line members of the old par-
liament and their armed sup-
porters. More than |40 people
died in the rebellion. which
nearly toppled Yeltsin's gov-
ernment, according to his
memoirs published this week.

Several of Yeltsin's key op-
ponenis had been reluctant to
sign the accord. and their ap-
pearance in the Kremlin was a
surprise. They included
Zhirinovsky and the leader of
the r:ﬂvedy Communist Party,
Gennady Zyuganov.

Among those still boy-
cotting, however. were two of
Yeltsin's most bitter rivals,
former Vice President
Alexander Ruiskoi and former
parliament speaker Ruslan
Khasbulatov. Both were jailed
for inciting riots last October
but were released two months
ago under a parliamentary
amnesty.

"Today. an historic event is
taking place at St George's
Hall. Yeitsin declared as more
than 100 signatories sat al
long tables lining the glant
white hall in the Grand

"We have different opinijons.
different views on what kind ol
Russia we need. But one. mosl
important goal unites us all —
the achievement of civic peace
in Russia.” he said.

The Civie Accord has been
one of Yeltsin's top priorities
for months, since last fall's re-
bellion and the strong showing
by Communists and national-

in December’'s parliament
ons.

it is intended to guarantee
Yeltsin a two-year period of
political peace to allow the
government (o concentrate on
economic revival.

"We are united in our belief
that no goal can justify the
price of blood, of human life.”
Yeltsin said. “We want peace in
Russia. " ]

Other signatories included

pohtlcal truce

representatives ol most of
Russia's 89 regions and re-
Bhd rehimous Sedanizile A SIN
most political parties.

The two most important
political groups that refused to
sign were the reformist
Yabloko bloc led by economist
Grigory Yaviinsky and the con-
servative Agrarian bloc, which

ts collective farms.

Yavlinsky and other critics

l s
B S et S
mechanism for en L.

Some of Yeltsin's opponents
had sought to delay the
after a member of the te
Duma, or lower house of par-
liament, was murdered
Tueaday.

The lawmaker. Andrel
Airderdzis, was shot to death
on the doorstep of his home
ouiside Moscow.
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Sihanouk urges Khmers
to attend peace talks

PHNOM PENH, Apr 28:
Cambodian head of state King
Norodom Sihanouk has ap-
pealed to Khmer Rouge rebels
to confirm that they will at-
tend peace talks scheduled for
next month. reporis Reuter.

His request came .1s Tight-
ing continues ‘¢n_the

rodom Sihanouk
government army and (ihe
Maoist guerillas in Cambodia's
war-hattered northwest.

I am asking you to please let
me know if you (guerilla leader
Khieu Samphan) and your del-
egation decides to come to
Phnom Penh for the
roundtable discussion of peace

the Record

and national reconciliation
fromm the 2nd until the 7th of
May, Sihanouk said.

Sihanouk issued the appeal
in a letter to Khieu Samphan
dated April 27 but made public

by the Royal Palace on
Thursday."
So far, prospects look bleak

that. the Maoist rebels will at-
tend. Many diplomats and gov-
ernment officials say they
doubt the talks will take place.
The Khmer Rouge say their
reticence stems from con-
cerns that the government is
incapable of providing ade-
quate security
The government in Phnom
Penh denies this saying it
guaranteed 100 per cent that
security for the Khmer Rouge
delegation would be adequately
provided for. It accused the
rebels of using stalling tactics.
Legislation formally outlaw-
ing the Khmer Rouge has been
prepared by the government
but has been temporarily
shelved while the question of
the May talks is resolved.
It is likely that an earHer
plan conceived by Sihanouk

would form the basis of the
talks.

Miss Russia kept in windowless
room for 15 hours

MANILA: Thai authorities held Miss Russia in a windowless

g stopover in Thailand,

Miss

Innes Sovoba, 20. was en route to the Philippines to take

part in the annual nt. -

‘Sovoba arrived in Manila on Wednesday and described
what she called an 'awful' experience with immigration offi-

cials at Bangkok airport.

‘A pageant statement said Sovoba, one of 91 women taking

Jpart in the May 21 pageant, was kept by Thai authorities in a
small room with no windows because she did not have a tran-

sit visa.

Thai immigration officials today said they had no record of
holding or detaining Sovoba on Wednesday.

An official said that in general immigration rules are quite
strict for Russian travellers on entering the country, espe-

for women.

Thailand has recently experienced an influx of Russian
prostitutes, a senior official at the Labour Ministry estimated
two' months ago that about 10,000 Russian women were

-working in the country as prostitutes.

At least four Russian women have' been arItsted in
Bangkok in the past four months on prostitution charges.

"Southside Strangler’ executed
on the basis of DNA evidence

JARRATT: Serial killer Timothy W. Spencer, the first per-
son convicted ol murders on' the basis of DNA evidence, was
executed late Wednesday after a last flurry of appeals failed,

reports AP.

Spencer, known as the "Southside Strangler,” consistently
maintained his innocence. He had no last werds before being

‘put to death in the electric chair for the first on four rape-
murders he was convicted of committing.
He was pronounced dead at 11.13 pm.

Spencer arranged for his immediate family to visit him be-

fore the execution, said Wayne Brown, a spokesman for the
prison in Jarratt.

Spencer was condemned for the murder of Debbie
Davis the first of three people from the south section of
Richmond murdered in a series of break-ins during three
months in 1987. The female victims were bound with cloth-
ing and household items, then raped and strangled or
hanged.

Spencer was caught 100 mHes (160 kms) away in
Arlington, just outside Washington, DC, after the murder
there of a fourth woman.

After his arrest, three criminal laboratories concluded that
semen found at all the ¢rime scenes came from Spencer.
Scientists said the chance the semen could match someone
else was one in 705 million.

At the time, genetic testing had been tried in a few crimi-
nal and paternity cases, but never in a murder trial.

"Without DNA, | don't think there's any question he
wouldn't have been convicted.," said Dr. Paul Ferrara,
Virginia's chiefl forensic scientist. '

Since  Spencer's 1988 convictions, DNA, the coded
molecule that carries genetic information, has been used by
law enforcement agencies worldwide.

Popular Richmond-based mystery writer Patricia Cornwell
based her first book, "Postmortem.” on the Southside
Strangler cases. ' - :

Man kills 19 guests for not
being invited to the marriage

NEW DELHI: A man killed 19 wedding guests by setting
them ablaze because he was furious at not being invited to the
marriage, newspapers reported here Thursday, says AFP.

Ten women and nine children. travelling on a flatbed
(trailer pulled by a tractor, burnt to death, while 40 other
guests were injured when the man hurled petrol and burning
rags at them from a balcony above them.

The assailant, Dev Ji Patel. committed suicide soon after
Monday's attack in Baladia village in the western state of

Gujrat, umping into a well. |

‘!I‘Tw :y:ljln A:rrpwrtrd Thursday that Patel had been en-
raged because he had not been invited to the marriage follow-
ing a land dispute. Among the victims was Patel's daughter
who was married to the bridegroom's elder brother. The
bridegroom escaped with minor injuries but lost many of his
close relatives in the attack.

Patel's father refused to accept his son's body for the per-
forming of ceremonial last rites, the newspaper said.

Syria, Russia sign military
cooperation accord

DAMASCUS, Apr 28: Syria
and Russia signed their first
military cooperation accord
here Wednesday since the col
lapse of the Soviet Union. re-
ports AFP.

Syrian Defence Minister
General Mustafa Tlass said that
relations between Damascus
and Moscow should retum to
the same levels as before the
Soviet Union collapsed in
1991,

The accord on technical
cooperation was a “step in the
right direction.”

He refused to reveal detalls

of the agreement signed with

visiting Russian Deputy Prime

Minister Oleg Soskovels.

“We have pri rela-

tions which must cont ‘;
we f[eel that we have

friends in Russia. The docu-
ment signed today is proof of
that.” he said.

Meanwhile in Moscow Ru-
ssian Deputy Foreign Minister
Boris Kolokolov tried 10 ease
Israeli concerns about the
contacts between Syria and
Russia.

He said Russia was only
selling Syria “delensive” wea-
pons or spare parts for wea-
pons previously sold. Interfax
reported.

“I understand the concern
expressed by lsraells” conc-
erning weapons sales (o Syria,
Kolokolov said. adding “the

y-Syrians themselves are also

warried about the sale by the
West of modern weapons (o
Israed.”



